/61

COV VI TIAL

-t . L o . e - .o - - - - -l
Shueb e, W ar Ligrye, 1270th PIVHTIL SWIIONOL. Soretha 3irrield, Torsica

L
. (Etatiom)
oAl oAl .y Sl Frepuwred by WILLIAL L, BLACKIELL,
) . s
* . __Gartain, Lir Corps, R-2,
',J;’s'f. SVINTS . \

-

12 . it, divnong 33 the only r-‘.ss‘ on floin fnda:.'. A tank parting area
vas violl coversd ni h bombt hite and thoreughly stoeafed,

The rear scnelen 01 the 8 uadren persenrel srend the entirc day in
+ Staping urea outside Civ f.avecr.:n.e.',.

L
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[
“
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13 The ren and emigpment in the rear echolen laft the stucing srea and
bearied an IET of vhe Amarican “ryr “ar the f'u.u ts {orsis~2, . Lveryrne
sploying the vave Jood o the shig,. and res et Sm_, far trat reason, tha

tha tpip will he « short ane,

Y . —-—— —

L, Hroam wos the ludder of a fewrsddion of eight slanes ‘cda’, tut o
aftor oo n., az far as ivislofa, the flient aae farad to ret .= “aruise af
Lrianvereat le wertree, s

Thr vaur mhu'c.. land'd In @ mwn veerhin, Jorsica 1l made the toin
to Jorelta Alrfield by motor consov, The siuadron arca, excart for thae
Lente of e nen faet aepiviag, and 1ine has Lean sat un, and the legat en
saeme Lo be nore iscintad from Leouns and villares than was our hivauae
area at. “retellsa in ltaly. : )

The ren a"r'""'z,., this o‘:.'en*lrzg: faund the weepiy méion cf heer, three
ottt Las | er mun, awaiting them, - «lless teo say, it was a m.a!:n-'n surprise,
and 1id roro t..‘an a 1l ttle to hoqu»r marale, after tne lons ricde ir a
b“"‘cb .

A S ———— W vom—+ oo [a—— - -

o :
15 ailroad tracks were borhed by an elgxt “lane far-ation led Yy It,
preker, Llesults ol venbing sm:ld not bie ot Lsoryed, and one watar trick
#ac desteeved and one depaged Wy strefing,
The remainder cf the sjuadron equipnent and men arr* ved tiis evaning,
and the rest of tne pyraridal tents were set wup in the area,
. X vatiung ver2 put on sale in tho day room this evening, L.

»
16 Yore p-LT!s were flown over fron Ltaly *.odsw, and thus, the lust
"Inmc‘.': " squaddron in the ¢ra; has re-]a...t'n..lv 2iven up the 4=-35ts, still
tne nopular faverite with: mth tilats and crew chiefs, A program ol trans-
ftion flying is schediled for appromimately the nuwt two weeks,’
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1, {Cont!d) - A movie "Her Friritive »an“ was shown in the squadron area
*his eve:'"ng. , .

- — - % v -

17 ~Transition flying ¢ ntinues,
ying ¢ ati

- - . . e

10 2ad. Lt. Johin ©, dYacoby, recantly vra-mrumd into the sjualron, was
nilled in-a jlane crash at Capo:iich AT near isanles, when the airilane
..c Was Tlrine, srashed while taking m" e, alsrg with several other
lebs, was tiaers to fery scme of the squadron's new :-iT's to this Meld.
A boxing program sponsored Ly the O7th Fighier iing, was attended hy
geveral of the zen of the equﬂdron this avering, Tha syiadren was ripe
" resentod on the card by Ffe, Gonz Stevens, who hoxed bhrea er".ib*.t-or
rounds with a member ¢f the 527th Seuiadron., The =2i;ht houls were prestly
erjoywi by the rather small crowd present, and morc boxing shows are !
lonked forkard to in the future .

)
. C———. - o w— o T D D e AP ———— RS G D O-e NI D & -

16 Tne wmovis “neertain 3lopyt sag shown in the Sroup -eadqu-xrivrs area
tils evening, Zrrol Flynn and Faul lLukas played lead*n., v-oles s ani it
aas gem--'al‘ly considnured one of the test 1:v.wies we've had t¥a pleasure
of seein; for juite some time,

2C lts, Yathis and Nldham returned te the stuadron todav, after an ex-
tended furlouph in the states, Lt, ilorripan #ha Jeft with them, will
return 4o the states again for reassipnment, ‘after cettinz-as far as
'aples on his way back to the s-padron, .

2] T/Si:t 4ustin kcIver, a flight chiel in the Enagineering section, left
the w-\.ad"nn today, and was assigned to the Fersom-l Center for retum
10 ‘the 5S5:ates, under the rolation lan,
The waekly ration of be.‘r #&s- pu ut on.sale in the day rorm this evening.

D)
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22 The finals of the track and field me:t, as well as the hoxing touma-
ment, conducted by the 7Lh Fighter [ing were held this aftermorn and
ivering, and th: ¢ jusdron was well regresented in hoth, =

54t Jim Goff won first place in twoe events, the high juvrz and shot
1:t, and as a result of his scoring the airhest individual voint total,
wac awarded a third silver cup as the test 411 Around Athlete in the meet,
_ Ife ene Stevens won the 1i-ht heavyweipht title in the baxing tourmna-
rent, by Scoring a two round knockont over his opronent in the final bout,

“he “oxin;; Show was 1 very exziting rne, with several c¢lose mitenes,
and the te:n chamuionshiy was won by <he 54th %ronp team, wnich was repre-
sented Yv three winrers in the five title fishts,

e movie "Standinz doem (iply" was shown in the firovp Headouarters area
thie evan-ng, '

. — - — - ———

23 The now (iiots of the syuadren are kez; ing up the “usy schedule of
transition rlying. Many of them alrealy have a lot of hours in F=L7's
ang by the Lime tney start {lyine cophat mission, should be comnletely
at home In the new Thunderbelts,

— . — . ——— a1

2L, Lt. watson today lwamed of nis promotion to Captain, effective 14-yuly.
4 movie "Show Business" starring ©ddie yantor, was shnan in the ‘rouyn
Headquarters this evening. . g

- —

25 The scuairon mess hall, moved to the new location on the oprosite side
of the hivoac area, and the nen are now using the new tables and bernches
in the screened enclosure. Tt is a vast improverent ove: the old location
and nmusic from a s;eaker installed in the mess hall is greatly enfoyed
dnring meal’imes, .

~ Lt. Famium, Operations Cfficer, today l-armed of his prcmotion to the
rank of Captain, effective 21 July,

26 The movie "Seven Days Ashore" was shown this evening in the onen air
‘theatre! Lehind iezdguarterc, ' :

e e
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27 The Tirst nissions with F-l7's were " own today, Capt. Purdum-led the
Lirat foruwation of twelve planes, attacking a railroad bridce. Several
hits were observed aml the brisi:e is helieved to be destroyed.

Lt. Decker led tne seccnd, bonb..np another railway bridre and tracks.
Several hits were s:ored on tracks and factory buildings nearby.

23 Lt, decker led tine first of thnree nissiozs today. A rontoon bridga 7as
bhombed and four motor fiusks wers destroved by strafin:,

It,. anddrson led the second mission, A railroad nrid e was bombed with
good results, Factory buildings nearby were left in flames and considerable
damage was Jone t¢ the tracks 1er_vl:€.ng'to and away from the bridge,

Lt. Brown lad the last mission which bombed the road northrest of Alven:a.
The read was cut in four places and buildings nearvy were left in Ilames,

It Japnened Tamorvost, starcring Dick Fowell, Iinda Damell and Jack
Celtie, was the movie shom this evenini, It was enjoved quite a lot by
those who saw it.

29 it, Brown led the only missicn today. A pontoon bridse was b-mbed and
strafing acnounted for five motor tracks destroyed and one damaged. 4n
electric Jocamotive-and ten cars were destroved and twenty mnre damz;od,

4 squadron mectin;, was neld this aveninv, at which time Cact. Rlackwell
eplaiiied the voting system to tne enlisted men,

e vom—

36 lt. Borello lai the only nission todaye. A aighway orid:e was imocked
out and several more nits on the vroad damaged it considerably. four jun
oits were strafed and silenced, killing several personnel,

A stand dovm, for the nurvosa of covering the runway with steel matting,
went into eflect at 1500 hours this afternoon.

lst it. Georpge T. Amiond joined the squadron today and ass:ured his duties .
as Squa.iron Crdnancc Offlcer.

. X rations were sold in the day room this eveniag and later a movie,

"and The Anirels Sing® was shown in the iyroup Headguarters grea.

it the end of the month of July the °q1.ndron has flown 4530 sorties and
7038:10 combqt. hwours,
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S525th Fighter Sq
Outline Histery August Lk

HEADQUARTERS, S525T@ PIOHTER SQUADRON
APO 650

G/WEB/hrd
AG 31h4.7
SUBJECT 1 Hiptorionl Records.,

0 1 Commanding General, XII Tactical Air Cosmand, APO 37L.
l. Outline History of the 525th Fighter Squadron ifor the poriod
1 Avgust 1944 to 1 September 15LL.

' a. Present deaigmtiom 525th Fighter Squadron, 86th Fighter
Group, III TAC. ' .

b. Changee in organisaticn.
l. Changes in disigmtion, assignment or attachment: None
2, Subordinate units: None

. 3« Changes in Commanding Officers: Capt. Lesuel W, Purdum, IIT,
- 0-797910, sssumed temporary command of this organisation (V0CO) during abunce
of Major Nicholas J, Kasun, Jr., (CO), om rest leave,

. L. Changes of staff officers:

(a) Capte Blackwell, William H., 0-56h823, lptd Legal
Assistance Officer (add'l duty) 2 August L.

(b) Capt Sil!nnl, Felix F.’ 0-“&3866, .ptd of!’icm
Mess Officer (add‘'l duty) 2 August Lk, .

(c) énd Lt,. Br‘ndm, Boyc. Iﬁo, 0.86762'hj .pbd Ass't
Squadron mginooring Officer and Squadron Tech Supply Officer as of 1 August Lk,

(d) 1st Lt, De Armond, George P., O=-155416k, aptd
Squadron Ordnance and Armament Officer, as of 1 August Lk.



CONFIDENTIAL
2.
(e) 1st Lt, Simmons, Harold D,, 0-570251, aptd
Assistant Squadron Adjutant (add'l duty) 25 August Li.
5. Changes in T/0 : None
c. Strength, commissioned and enlisted:
1, MNonth of July Lk.
(a) At beginning ; 58 officers; 249 enlisted men.
(b) Net increase ; O officers; 0 enlisted men,
{c) Net decrease : O officers; 18 enlisted men,
(d) At end t 58 officers; 231 eﬁlistad nen,
d. Stations. |
1, Poretta Airfield, Corsica.

(a) Date of arrivaly 12 July Ly (advance echelon);
15 July Lls (remainder of squadron).

(b) Date of departure; Present station.
e. Movements: None
L. CW.
1. Sicilisn; Ttalian; Southern France.
2, purations Sicilian, 3 July L3 to 17 August 43; Italian,
18 August L3 to date, still in progress; Southern France, 17 August. Lk to
date, #till in progress.
g+ Operations.
1, Campaigns: Italian and Southern Francs.
2. Natupe of Operations; Bombing and strafing of ememy
strongpoints, gun positions; bombing roads, railroads and bridges; executing

armed reconnaissance missions attacking enemy commumnication lines; patrol
and escort missions,

CONFPIDENTIAL
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3.

. 3. Nuber of missions and sorties for period: 63 missions
and 453 sorties during the month of August li.

L. Results of most important missions.

a. On 7 August 19LL, Capt. L. We Purdum, III, led an
eight ahip formation escorting 36 B-25's of the 310th Bomb Group in an at-
tack upon an important railroad bridge inm Southern France (S-964853). After
the bombers came off the target and headed ocut to sea, a formation of twelve
enexy aircraft was sighted, and eight of the eneay ships dove on the lead
bomber formation, Capt., Purdum immediately turned into the attacking planes,
firing several bursts at them, damaging one while Lt, Curtin probably dee-
troyed one of the other enemy planes. As a result of their vigilance and
quick action, no shots were fired at the bombers bty the enemy fighters, who
broke and fled, ‘

b. On 9 August 194, Maj. Nicholas J. Kaswn, Jr.,
Squadron Commander, was leader of a twelve ship formation to escort B-26
bombers to Bergamo-Seriate A/D, Italy, and to strafe anti-aircraft positions
around the airdrome immediately prior to the bombing run. Covering the
entire airfield area, Maj., Kasun directed his formation in strafing and
s8llencing most all of the gun positions, making it safe for the bombers.
After coming off, our fighters in further strafing attacks destroyed seven
motor trucks, two armored halftracks, four boxcars, and damaged ten motor
truckse They received the thanks and commendation of the bombers for "a
hell of a good show®, Two of our aircraft were damaged by flak, neither
sarious,

: c. On 16 Avgust 19LL, 1st Lt, Craydon S. Brown was
leader of a six ship formation attacking enemy commumnicatioms between
Toulon and Avignon, France. Though haze and clouds impaired observation,
and anti-aircraft fire was received, a total of twenty four motor trucks
were destroyed and eight trucks and a command car damsged. One of our
aircraft was damaged by flak, not seriocus,- :

5. Unit was subjected to enemy action: None except pilots
on combat missions.

a. Major Nicholas J. Kasun, Jr,, was Squadron Commander
during entire month of August 19uL. Capt. L. W. Purdum, III, became Acting
Squadron Commander on 21 August 19Lk, in absence of Maj. Kasun, on rest
leave, Mission lesders are named in above accounts.

i, Losses in action, , . -

Patrol mission over invasion beaches of Southern France on
22 August 1SLL,

CONKFIDENTIAL
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_Higginson, Benjamin Albert, Jr., 0-82U626
Providence, R. I.

2. Bombing mission on highway near Pistoia, Italy, on

25 Auvgust 194L,

(.) Killed,

Cooper, Donovan J.,

Poughkeepsie, N, Y.

ANNRTNRNTTAT

0=754596

Jo Former and present members who have distinguished themselves

in action.
Name Date of Act Award
Maj. Nicholss J, Kasun, Jr., 26 May 19LL DFC
Capt. Wendell Hook (nmi) - 8 May 19LL 3rd 0LC
Capt. John B, Watson, Jr., 24 April 19LL 3rd OLC
1st Lt. Joe J, Angell 17 April 154k 3rd 0IC
1st Lt, George R. Palmer 1 April 19LL 3rd OLC
Capt., Wendell Hook (nmi) 6 March 19LL 2nd 01C
Capte John B, Watson, Jr., 8 April 15hh 2nd OLC
1st Lt, Herschel H, Mattes 27 February 194l 2nd OLC
lst Lt. Robert H, Nelscn 17 April 19LL 2nd 0LC
1st Lt, George R. Palmer 27 February 194k 2nd OLC
Capt. Wendell Hook (nmi) 27 January 19k 1lst 0IC
Capt. Miles C. Wood, Jr., 1 January 15LY 1st 0IC
lst Lt, Carl E, Correll 5 April 1SLL 1st 0LC
1lst Lt, Enoch S, Dumncan 27 February 194l 1st OLC
1lst Lt. James E, Henderson 16 May 19LL 1st OLC
lst Lt. Geocrge R. Palmer 19 January 19Lk 1st OLC
lst Lt. Carl H, Pierson. 2 April 19LL 1st OLC
1st Lt, Edward H, Ryan .16 Aprid 19LlL 1st OLC
1st Lt, Coleman H, Shaunty 25 October 1943 1lst 0IC
lst Lt, Walter G. Johnson 2 April 194k 1st OLC
1st Lt. Francis M. Veatch 25 May 194l 1st 0LC
Capt. Lemuel W. Purdum, IIX 2 Aprdil 194k ALir Medal
Capt. Felix F. Simmons 22 May 194 Air Medal
lst Lt, Robert L, Anderson 20 May 19LL Air Kedal
lst Lt. David 8. Baker 17 May 19LL Air Kedal
. 1st Lt. John E, Borello 25 May 19kl Air Medal
1lst Lt. Carl E. Correll L april 29LY Air Medal
lst Lt, James C, Finlayson 26 May 194L Air Medal
lst Lt, James E. Henderson 30 May 19LL Alr Medal
lst Lt, Francis M. Veatch 6 April 1944 Air Medal
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1st Lt. John E, Borello " 20 May 15LL Purple Heart
lst Lt. Douglas %, Plowden 9 Decembar 1943 Purple Heart
2nd Lt. Carl P. Hernandez - 6 July 1Ly Purple Heart

2. Inclosed is War Diary, 525th Fighter Squadron, for the period
1 August Lk to 1 September Lk, ‘

For ‘the Squadron Commander;

: . ) Y]
' }/Ao« wpler Wt choant O
Incl: War Diary (L copies) WILLIAM H, BLACKANELL,
Capt., Alr Corps,
Intelligence Officer,

CONPIDENTIAL
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1 Yo misains were flown today. Four new pilots were assigned snd joined
the squadron today. They are 2nd Its, Henry (nmi) Aegerter, Harold P.
Bannister, Benjamin 4. Higginson and Williem A. Wilson.

A movie, “Once Ugm 4 Timg®, starring Cary Grant end Janet Blair, was
shown in the Group Headquarters srea this evemning,

2 The work of lgying steel matting an the runway continues, and while it
is a rest for the pilots, the mechanica are still busy with egine changes
md inspections, getting their planes ready to resume norumal operations.

Capt, John B, Watson and lst It, yemes E. Hendersan left today to go to
the Persannel Center in Ngples. They will return to the states for rest
and reassigmeent.

2nd 1t, Royoe L. Brandon joined the squadron today and will begin his
duties as Asaistant Bngineering Officer.,

3 No missions were flown today as work on the runway cantinues,
1st It, uiles S, Winder, a Medical Officer, was assigned and joined the

squadron today. .
The movie "A Chip Off the OLd Block®, was shown this evening,

L The work on the runwxy was completed today, and the field will be opened
for flying tamorrow morning, ’

5 2nd It. Jarold D. Simnons, Squadron Supply and Transportation Officer,
was today promoted to the rank of lst Lt,
*"In Our Time®, with Ida lupino and Paul Henreid, was the name of this

evaning's movie.
MaJor Kasun flew with some of the Group pilots am a practice fiight

late tonight,

6 Lt, Simmona led the first of three missions today, The ten plane for-
aation bonbed a highgy, getiing several hits and near misaes, causing
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6 (Coat'd) considerable damage.

The second mission was to escort 3-36'0, and was led by Capt. Purdum,
There was no enexy contact,

Lt. Deckear led twelve planes late this avm.‘i.ng, boabing a railroad bridge.
A large fire was started in a factory area near the bridge.

PX and beer rations were put on sals in the day room this evening.
Having had no beer at all for the past four weokn, the accumulated raticm
of twalve cans was all sold today.

7 Capt. furdum led an eight plane escort xission over targets in southern
France early this morning., After leaving the target, eight Ne-109's were
esncountered, four of them attacking the bogber formation. Capt. Purdum
amd Lt, Jordan fired on two of them and ILt, Curtin probably destroyed one,
although it was not seen to crash,

L1t, Brown led the second mission, attacking rail yards in Albenga, Italy.
Two fires were started, three cars destroyed, eight damaged, snd sevaral
direct hits ascored on the tracks.

The movie *"Follow The Boys", with an all star cast, was shomn this evening.

8 Capt. Purdum led the only mission flowm today. Direct hits were scored
w & causewxy at Mantua, Italy, several on the north spproach and wmore in
the towm,

4 four plane transition flight was flomn late tonite, While taldng off,
Lt. Anderson, blinded by the clond of dust that covered the entire field,
ran off the side of the runwxy and cruhed. He escaped with slight injuries
but the plane burned. '

2nd I, Donovan J. Cooper, a pilot, was assigned and joined the squadrop
todxy «

9 Major Kasun led the only mission today. The assignaent was to strafe
@ airfield near Bergamo, Italy immediately before a formation of B-26's
I al g pesitions were strafed and silenced and
t later received a comnendation fxom the leader
of ths B=26 formation for "the best strafing job they'd ever ssm®.







