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12 . it, divnong 33 the only r-‘.ss‘ on floin fnda:.'. A tank parting area
vas violl coversd ni h bombt hite and thoreughly stoeafed,

The rear scnelen 01 the 8 uadren persenrel srend the entirc day in
+ Staping urea outside Civ f.avecr.:n.e.',.

L
Ve
[
“

———

13 The ren and emigpment in the rear echolen laft the stucing srea and
bearied an IET of vhe Amarican “ryr “ar the f'u.u ts {orsis~2, . Lveryrne
sploying the vave Jood o the shig,. and res et Sm_, far trat reason, tha

tha tpip will he « short ane,

Y . —-—— —

L, Hroam wos the ludder of a fewrsddion of eight slanes ‘cda’, tut o
aftor oo n., az far as ivislofa, the flient aae farad to ret .= “aruise af
Lrianvereat le wertree, s

Thr vaur mhu'c.. land'd In @ mwn veerhin, Jorsica 1l made the toin
to Jorelta Alrfield by motor consov, The siuadron arca, excart for thae
Lente of e nen faet aepiviag, and 1ine has Lean sat un, and the legat en
saeme Lo be nore iscintad from Leouns and villares than was our hivauae
area at. “retellsa in ltaly. : )

The ren a"r'""'z,., this o‘:.'en*lrzg: faund the weepiy méion cf heer, three
ottt Las | er mun, awaiting them, - «lless teo say, it was a m.a!:n-'n surprise,
and 1id roro t..‘an a 1l ttle to hoqu»r marale, after tne lons ricde ir a
b“"‘cb .

A S ———— W vom—+ oo [a—— - -

o :
15 ailroad tracks were borhed by an elgxt “lane far-ation led Yy It,
preker, Llesults ol venbing sm:ld not bie ot Lsoryed, and one watar trick
#ac desteeved and one depaged Wy strefing,
The remainder cf the sjuadron equipnent and men arr* ved tiis evaning,
and the rest of tne pyraridal tents were set wup in the area,
. X vatiung ver2 put on sale in tho day room this evening, L.

»
16 Yore p-LT!s were flown over fron Ltaly *.odsw, and thus, the lust
"Inmc‘.': " squaddron in the ¢ra; has re-]a...t'n..lv 2iven up the 4=-35ts, still
tne nopular faverite with: mth tilats and crew chiefs, A program ol trans-
ftion flying is schediled for appromimately the nuwt two weeks,’
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1, {Cont!d) - A movie "Her Friritive »an“ was shown in the squadron area
*his eve:'"ng. , .

- — - % v -

17 ~Transition flying ¢ ntinues,
ying ¢ ati

- - . . e

10 2ad. Lt. Johin ©, dYacoby, recantly vra-mrumd into the sjualron, was
nilled in-a jlane crash at Capo:iich AT near isanles, when the airilane
..c Was Tlrine, srashed while taking m" e, alsrg with several other
lebs, was tiaers to fery scme of the squadron's new :-iT's to this Meld.
A boxing program sponsored Ly the O7th Fighier iing, was attended hy
geveral of the zen of the equﬂdron this avering, Tha syiadren was ripe
" resentod on the card by Ffe, Gonz Stevens, who hoxed bhrea er".ib*.t-or
rounds with a member ¢f the 527th Seuiadron., The =2i;ht houls were prestly
erjoywi by the rather small crowd present, and morc boxing shows are !
lonked forkard to in the future .

)
. C———. - o w— o T D D e AP ———— RS G D O-e NI D & -

16 Tne wmovis “neertain 3lopyt sag shown in the Sroup -eadqu-xrivrs area
tils evening, Zrrol Flynn and Faul lLukas played lead*n., v-oles s ani it
aas gem--'al‘ly considnured one of the test 1:v.wies we've had t¥a pleasure
of seein; for juite some time,

2C lts, Yathis and Nldham returned te the stuadron todav, after an ex-
tended furlouph in the states, Lt, ilorripan #ha Jeft with them, will
return 4o the states again for reassipnment, ‘after cettinz-as far as
'aples on his way back to the s-padron, .

2] T/Si:t 4ustin kcIver, a flight chiel in the Enagineering section, left
the w-\.ad"nn today, and was assigned to the Fersom-l Center for retum
10 ‘the 5S5:ates, under the rolation lan,
The waekly ration of be.‘r #&s- pu ut on.sale in the day rorm this evening.

D)
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22 The finals of the track and field me:t, as well as the hoxing touma-
ment, conducted by the 7Lh Fighter [ing were held this aftermorn and
ivering, and th: ¢ jusdron was well regresented in hoth, =

54t Jim Goff won first place in twoe events, the high juvrz and shot
1:t, and as a result of his scoring the airhest individual voint total,
wac awarded a third silver cup as the test 411 Around Athlete in the meet,
_ Ife ene Stevens won the 1i-ht heavyweipht title in the baxing tourmna-
rent, by Scoring a two round knockont over his opronent in the final bout,

“he “oxin;; Show was 1 very exziting rne, with several c¢lose mitenes,
and the te:n chamuionshiy was won by <he 54th %ronp team, wnich was repre-
sented Yv three winrers in the five title fishts,

e movie "Standinz doem (iply" was shown in the firovp Headouarters area
thie evan-ng, '

. — - — - ———

23 The now (iiots of the syuadren are kez; ing up the “usy schedule of
transition rlying. Many of them alrealy have a lot of hours in F=L7's
ang by the Lime tney start {lyine cophat mission, should be comnletely
at home In the new Thunderbelts,

— . — . ——— a1

2L, Lt. watson today lwamed of nis promotion to Captain, effective 14-yuly.
4 movie "Show Business" starring ©ddie yantor, was shnan in the ‘rouyn
Headquarters this evening. . g

- —

25 The scuairon mess hall, moved to the new location on the oprosite side
of the hivoac area, and the nen are now using the new tables and bernches
in the screened enclosure. Tt is a vast improverent ove: the old location
and nmusic from a s;eaker installed in the mess hall is greatly enfoyed
dnring meal’imes, .

~ Lt. Famium, Operations Cfficer, today l-armed of his prcmotion to the
rank of Captain, effective 21 July,

26 The movie "Seven Days Ashore" was shown this evening in the onen air
‘theatre! Lehind iezdguarterc, ' :

e e
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27 The Tirst nissions with F-l7's were " own today, Capt. Purdum-led the
Lirat foruwation of twelve planes, attacking a railroad bridce. Several
hits were observed aml the brisi:e is helieved to be destroyed.

Lt. Decker led tne seccnd, bonb..np another railway bridre and tracks.
Several hits were s:ored on tracks and factory buildings nearby.

23 Lt, decker led tine first of thnree nissiozs today. A rontoon bridga 7as
bhombed and four motor fiusks wers destroved by strafin:,

It,. anddrson led the second mission, A railroad nrid e was bombed with
good results, Factory buildings nearby were left in flames and considerable
damage was Jone t¢ the tracks 1er_vl:€.ng'to and away from the bridge,

Lt. Brown lad the last mission which bombed the road northrest of Alven:a.
The read was cut in four places and buildings nearvy were left in Ilames,

It Japnened Tamorvost, starcring Dick Fowell, Iinda Damell and Jack
Celtie, was the movie shom this evenini, It was enjoved quite a lot by
those who saw it.

29 it, Brown led the only missicn today. A pontoon bridse was b-mbed and
strafing acnounted for five motor tracks destroyed and one damaged. 4n
electric Jocamotive-and ten cars were destroved and twenty mnre damz;od,

4 squadron mectin;, was neld this aveninv, at which time Cact. Rlackwell
eplaiiied the voting system to tne enlisted men,

e vom—

36 lt. Borello lai the only nission todaye. A aighway orid:e was imocked
out and several more nits on the vroad damaged it considerably. four jun
oits were strafed and silenced, killing several personnel,

A stand dovm, for the nurvosa of covering the runway with steel matting,
went into eflect at 1500 hours this afternoon.

lst it. Georpge T. Amiond joined the squadron today and ass:ured his duties .
as Squa.iron Crdnancc Offlcer.

. X rations were sold in the day room this eveniag and later a movie,

"and The Anirels Sing® was shown in the iyroup Headguarters grea.

it the end of the month of July the °q1.ndron has flown 4530 sorties and
7038:10 combqt. hwours,
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S525th Fighter Sq
Outline Histery August Lk

HEADQUARTERS, S525T@ PIOHTER SQUADRON
APO 650

G/WEB/hrd
AG 31h4.7
SUBJECT 1 Hiptorionl Records.,

0 1 Commanding General, XII Tactical Air Cosmand, APO 37L.
l. Outline History of the 525th Fighter Squadron ifor the poriod
1 Avgust 1944 to 1 September 15LL.

' a. Present deaigmtiom 525th Fighter Squadron, 86th Fighter
Group, III TAC. ' .

b. Changee in organisaticn.
l. Changes in disigmtion, assignment or attachment: None
2, Subordinate units: None

. 3« Changes in Commanding Officers: Capt. Lesuel W, Purdum, IIT,
- 0-797910, sssumed temporary command of this organisation (V0CO) during abunce
of Major Nicholas J, Kasun, Jr., (CO), om rest leave,

. L. Changes of staff officers:

(a) Capte Blackwell, William H., 0-56h823, lptd Legal
Assistance Officer (add'l duty) 2 August L.

(b) Capt Sil!nnl, Felix F.’ 0-“&3866, .ptd of!’icm
Mess Officer (add‘'l duty) 2 August Lk, .

(c) énd Lt,. Br‘ndm, Boyc. Iﬁo, 0.86762'hj .pbd Ass't
Squadron mginooring Officer and Squadron Tech Supply Officer as of 1 August Lk,

(d) 1st Lt, De Armond, George P., O=-155416k, aptd
Squadron Ordnance and Armament Officer, as of 1 August Lk.



CONFIDENTIAL
2.
(e) 1st Lt, Simmons, Harold D,, 0-570251, aptd
Assistant Squadron Adjutant (add'l duty) 25 August Li.
5. Changes in T/0 : None
c. Strength, commissioned and enlisted:
1, MNonth of July Lk.
(a) At beginning ; 58 officers; 249 enlisted men.
(b) Net increase ; O officers; 0 enlisted men,
{c) Net decrease : O officers; 18 enlisted men,
(d) At end t 58 officers; 231 eﬁlistad nen,
d. Stations. |
1, Poretta Airfield, Corsica.

(a) Date of arrivaly 12 July Ly (advance echelon);
15 July Lls (remainder of squadron).

(b) Date of departure; Present station.
e. Movements: None
L. CW.
1. Sicilisn; Ttalian; Southern France.
2, purations Sicilian, 3 July L3 to 17 August 43; Italian,
18 August L3 to date, still in progress; Southern France, 17 August. Lk to
date, #till in progress.
g+ Operations.
1, Campaigns: Italian and Southern Francs.
2. Natupe of Operations; Bombing and strafing of ememy
strongpoints, gun positions; bombing roads, railroads and bridges; executing

armed reconnaissance missions attacking enemy commumnication lines; patrol
and escort missions,

CONFPIDENTIAL



/e ]

CONFIDENTIAL

3.

. 3. Nuber of missions and sorties for period: 63 missions
and 453 sorties during the month of August li.

L. Results of most important missions.

a. On 7 August 19LL, Capt. L. We Purdum, III, led an
eight ahip formation escorting 36 B-25's of the 310th Bomb Group in an at-
tack upon an important railroad bridge inm Southern France (S-964853). After
the bombers came off the target and headed ocut to sea, a formation of twelve
enexy aircraft was sighted, and eight of the eneay ships dove on the lead
bomber formation, Capt., Purdum immediately turned into the attacking planes,
firing several bursts at them, damaging one while Lt, Curtin probably dee-
troyed one of the other enemy planes. As a result of their vigilance and
quick action, no shots were fired at the bombers bty the enemy fighters, who
broke and fled, ‘

b. On 9 August 194, Maj. Nicholas J. Kaswn, Jr.,
Squadron Commander, was leader of a twelve ship formation to escort B-26
bombers to Bergamo-Seriate A/D, Italy, and to strafe anti-aircraft positions
around the airdrome immediately prior to the bombing run. Covering the
entire airfield area, Maj., Kasun directed his formation in strafing and
s8llencing most all of the gun positions, making it safe for the bombers.
After coming off, our fighters in further strafing attacks destroyed seven
motor trucks, two armored halftracks, four boxcars, and damaged ten motor
truckse They received the thanks and commendation of the bombers for "a
hell of a good show®, Two of our aircraft were damaged by flak, neither
sarious,

: c. On 16 Avgust 19LL, 1st Lt, Craydon S. Brown was
leader of a six ship formation attacking enemy commumnicatioms between
Toulon and Avignon, France. Though haze and clouds impaired observation,
and anti-aircraft fire was received, a total of twenty four motor trucks
were destroyed and eight trucks and a command car damsged. One of our
aircraft was damaged by flak, not seriocus,- :

5. Unit was subjected to enemy action: None except pilots
on combat missions.

a. Major Nicholas J. Kasun, Jr,, was Squadron Commander
during entire month of August 19uL. Capt. L. W. Purdum, III, became Acting
Squadron Commander on 21 August 19Lk, in absence of Maj. Kasun, on rest
leave, Mission lesders are named in above accounts.

i, Losses in action, , . -

Patrol mission over invasion beaches of Southern France on
22 August 1SLL,

CONKFIDENTIAL
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_Higginson, Benjamin Albert, Jr., 0-82U626
Providence, R. I.

2. Bombing mission on highway near Pistoia, Italy, on

25 Auvgust 194L,

(.) Killed,

Cooper, Donovan J.,

Poughkeepsie, N, Y.

ANNRTNRNTTAT

0=754596

Jo Former and present members who have distinguished themselves

in action.
Name Date of Act Award
Maj. Nicholss J, Kasun, Jr., 26 May 19LL DFC
Capt. Wendell Hook (nmi) - 8 May 19LL 3rd 0LC
Capt. John B, Watson, Jr., 24 April 19LL 3rd OLC
1st Lt. Joe J, Angell 17 April 154k 3rd 0IC
1st Lt, George R. Palmer 1 April 19LL 3rd OLC
Capt., Wendell Hook (nmi) 6 March 19LL 2nd 01C
Capte John B, Watson, Jr., 8 April 15hh 2nd OLC
1st Lt, Herschel H, Mattes 27 February 194l 2nd OLC
lst Lt. Robert H, Nelscn 17 April 19LL 2nd 0LC
1st Lt, George R. Palmer 27 February 194k 2nd OLC
Capt. Wendell Hook (nmi) 27 January 19k 1lst 0IC
Capt. Miles C. Wood, Jr., 1 January 15LY 1st 0IC
lst Lt, Carl E, Correll 5 April 1SLL 1st 0LC
1lst Lt, Enoch S, Dumncan 27 February 194l 1st OLC
1lst Lt. James E, Henderson 16 May 19LL 1st OLC
lst Lt. Geocrge R. Palmer 19 January 19Lk 1st OLC
lst Lt. Carl H, Pierson. 2 April 19LL 1st OLC
1st Lt, Edward H, Ryan .16 Aprid 19LlL 1st OLC
1st Lt, Coleman H, Shaunty 25 October 1943 1lst 0IC
lst Lt, Walter G. Johnson 2 April 194k 1st OLC
1st Lt. Francis M. Veatch 25 May 194l 1st 0LC
Capt. Lemuel W. Purdum, IIX 2 Aprdil 194k ALir Medal
Capt. Felix F. Simmons 22 May 194 Air Medal
lst Lt, Robert L, Anderson 20 May 19LL Air Kedal
lst Lt. David 8. Baker 17 May 19LL Air Kedal
. 1st Lt. John E, Borello 25 May 19kl Air Medal
1lst Lt. Carl E. Correll L april 29LY Air Medal
lst Lt, James C, Finlayson 26 May 194L Air Medal
lst Lt, James E. Henderson 30 May 19LL Alr Medal
lst Lt, Francis M. Veatch 6 April 1944 Air Medal



CONFIDENTIAL

S
1st Lt. John E, Borello " 20 May 15LL Purple Heart
lst Lt. Douglas %, Plowden 9 Decembar 1943 Purple Heart
2nd Lt. Carl P. Hernandez - 6 July 1Ly Purple Heart

2. Inclosed is War Diary, 525th Fighter Squadron, for the period
1 August Lk to 1 September Lk, ‘

For ‘the Squadron Commander;

: . ) Y]
' }/Ao« wpler Wt choant O
Incl: War Diary (L copies) WILLIAM H, BLACKANELL,
Capt., Alr Corps,
Intelligence Officer,

CONPIDENTIAL
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1 Yo misains were flown today. Four new pilots were assigned snd joined
the squadron today. They are 2nd Its, Henry (nmi) Aegerter, Harold P.
Bannister, Benjamin 4. Higginson and Williem A. Wilson.

A movie, “Once Ugm 4 Timg®, starring Cary Grant end Janet Blair, was
shown in the Group Headquarters srea this evemning,

2 The work of lgying steel matting an the runway continues, and while it
is a rest for the pilots, the mechanica are still busy with egine changes
md inspections, getting their planes ready to resume norumal operations.

Capt, John B, Watson and lst It, yemes E. Hendersan left today to go to
the Persannel Center in Ngples. They will return to the states for rest
and reassigmeent.

2nd 1t, Royoe L. Brandon joined the squadron today and will begin his
duties as Asaistant Bngineering Officer.,

3 No missions were flown today as work on the runway cantinues,
1st It, uiles S, Winder, a Medical Officer, was assigned and joined the

squadron today. .
The movie "A Chip Off the OLd Block®, was shown this evening,

L The work on the runwxy was completed today, and the field will be opened
for flying tamorrow morning, ’

5 2nd It. Jarold D. Simnons, Squadron Supply and Transportation Officer,
was today promoted to the rank of lst Lt,
*"In Our Time®, with Ida lupino and Paul Henreid, was the name of this

evaning's movie.
MaJor Kasun flew with some of the Group pilots am a practice fiight

late tonight,

6 Lt, Simmona led the first of three missions today, The ten plane for-
aation bonbed a highgy, getiing several hits and near misaes, causing
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6 (Coat'd) considerable damage.

The second mission was to escort 3-36'0, and was led by Capt. Purdum,
There was no enexy contact,

Lt. Deckear led twelve planes late this avm.‘i.ng, boabing a railroad bridge.
A large fire was started in a factory area near the bridge.

PX and beer rations were put on sals in the day room this evening.
Having had no beer at all for the past four weokn, the accumulated raticm
of twalve cans was all sold today.

7 Capt. furdum led an eight plane escort xission over targets in southern
France early this morning., After leaving the target, eight Ne-109's were
esncountered, four of them attacking the bogber formation. Capt. Purdum
amd Lt, Jordan fired on two of them and ILt, Curtin probably destroyed one,
although it was not seen to crash,

L1t, Brown led the second mission, attacking rail yards in Albenga, Italy.
Two fires were started, three cars destroyed, eight damaged, snd sevaral
direct hits ascored on the tracks.

The movie *"Follow The Boys", with an all star cast, was shomn this evening.

8 Capt. Purdum led the only mission flowm today. Direct hits were scored
w & causewxy at Mantua, Italy, several on the north spproach and wmore in
the towm,

4 four plane transition flight was flomn late tonite, While taldng off,
Lt. Anderson, blinded by the clond of dust that covered the entire field,
ran off the side of the runwxy and cruhed. He escaped with slight injuries
but the plane burned. '

2nd I, Donovan J. Cooper, a pilot, was assigned and joined the squadrop
todxy «

9 Major Kasun led the only mission today. The assignaent was to strafe
@ airfield near Bergamo, Italy immediately before a formation of B-26's
I al g pesitions were strafed and silenced and
t later received a comnendation fxom the leader
of ths B=26 formation for "the best strafing job they'd ever ssm®.




3 {Cont'd) A1l the men were busy digging foxholes this afternoa and eve-
aing, in compliance with a directive issued by the Base Security Officer.
A movie wes plamed for this evening but rain caused it to be postponed.
A dance for enliisted men of the group was held in Bastia this evening.
Music was fumished by the "Invederst, 86th Group orchestra, and several
men from the squadron attended, -

10 One mission was flown today, led by Lt, Oldham, The flight got as far
as the coast of Italy, where heavy rains forced it to turn back,

The Jos Louis boxing troupe put on a show in the Group Headquarters
area this evening. Other than lLouis, the troupe included Jackie Wilson
and Jimmy Edgar, both well known professimnal fighters,

il Ik, Sizmons led the first of two missions today, attacking a gm em-
placeammt, No direct hits were reported, but the arsas were thoroughly
strafed and damaged considerably.

Capt., Purdum led a four plsne escort mission this evening, flying
cover for the 526th and 527th Squadrons., No enexy aircraft were contacted,
The movie YCity Without Me* was shown this svening near Group Head-

quarters,

i2 7Two missions were flown today, both attacking gun positions along the
ooast of Italy. Lt, Bromn led the first, and direct hits kmocked out
sevaral gun pite which had been putting up very accurate flak at the form-
ation,

I, 0Oldhgm led the second mission, and again direct hits and near
misses were scored on gun pits an a hilltop near the coast.

PI rations were sold in the day room this eveming.

i3 A standdown was in effect all day todsy.
The nen who had volunteered and wers selected to go to the new B-29
outfits, left the squadron this morning. They wers T/Sgt Al Krueger,
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i3 (Cont'd) S/Sgts Richard Dunbam, William P, Heaton, Maynard C. Campbell,
and Richard G. Cibbs, Sgts Albert Cobem, Jesse Barco, Sterling Crapser

and Walter Miller, and Cple FPat Valverde, Richard J, Miller, Charles H.
Heese, Daniel LeClaire and Jolm S. Myher,

iy One mission was flown this woming, Led by It, Decker, radar install-
ations on the coast were attacked by the twelve plane formation. Two
stations were damaged by several strafing passes on the area.

A meeting of all squadron perscnnel was held this evening, at which
Capt. Blackwell revealed the news of the impending invasion of the southern
coast of France. Tomorrow will be a busy day for the squadron, the first
zission being achq(jiuled for 0530 hours,

i5 Starting well befors deoom this moming, six four plane missions were
fiown today, bombing and strafing targets in close support of the invasion
forcess Ground haze over most of the target areas made both bombing and
sbservation diffiocult but several gun positions were imocked out during
e 4Ky«

1st Lt, Harry P. Mathis, Jr., left for a Permomnel Center today. He
¥ill be sent back to the states for rest and reassigmment,

A movie "Four Jills In A Jeep®, was shown this evening.

5 Twenty-eight sorties were flown today, with targets in front of the
invasion troopes landing in southern France. The eight plane formtion led
oy Lt. Finlayson left more than fortyefive railrocad cars damaged sud smoicing
aftar strafing passes,

Lt. Borsllo's eight plane formation datroyed a total of ten motor
wrucks and a motorcycle by strafing, and the eight planes led by Lt. Decker
reported the damage by strafing of fifteen raitliroad cars and the destruction
of a barge.

The most successfvl pission of the day was led by Lt, Bromn. ITwenty-
four motor trucks were destroyed and eight motor trucks and a command car
vare damaged., It. Brown alone, accounted for twelve destroyed and three
damaged, for the best individual performance of the day.
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17 Three missions were flown today. 4 rail line near Aubagne was cut by
several direct hits, and ane motor truck was destroyed, and four damaged,
1t. Davis led the formatiom. ‘

1t, Anderson led the second mission, bombing tracks again., 4 string of
thirty railroad cars were bombed and strafed and all were definitely damagec.
At another point, fifteen cars were strafed and dmaged, and a motor truck
and an armored car were destroyed.

It. Finlayson led the last eight plane formation. Seven motor vehicles,
vwo single engine aircraft on a landing strip, and eight railroad cars were
destroyed, and thirty two railroad cars and seven motor vehicles damaged,
all by strafing passes dfter the bomb rum.

Capt. Purdum and Lt. Mauk also escorted a Catalina on an air-sea res-—
cue this afternoomm,

‘The movie, WRoger Touky, Gangster®, was shown this evening, It was
the first one in quite some time with a story about something othexr tham
the war, and was enjoyed for no other reason than that,

18 1Two missions were flowmn today. The first formationm was made up of
six pilots each frem this and the 526th Squadron, escorting a B=25 form-
ation which bombed & bridge near the town of Avignen in France.

1t. Doecker led eight planes attacking a railroad bridge, and although
no hits were secured m the bridge, the gpproach to it was damaged con-
siderably by direct hits.

This mission was foroed to land at an airfield v the westexrn side of
the island, when a wind, rain, snd hail storm made landing here impoasible.
The storm struck the bivouac ares at noon, and at first seemed nothing
more than a summer shower. The mess hall, where many of the men were,
ssmed like a safe place to sweat out the rain, wmtil the wind started and
blew the roof off, Keeping in a dry place was somn forgotten, a8 tents
began falling like tenpins, and before it was over, everyome was wading in
water rore than ankle deep, Needless to say, the rost of the aftermoon was
spent in moving and setting up tents and finding what perscnal belonginge
had floated gway.

1st Lt. Jobn<S, Harpster, a former B-26 pilot with 56 missions toh is
credit, was assigned and joined the squadron today.
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Y Omne escort mission and two armed recces were flown today. Lt. Bromn
led the twelve plane formation which flew cover for eighteen B-2C's to
bamb a railroad viaduct in France. «

The eight plsnes led by Lt, Oldham brought back a score of sixteen
sotor truckse destroyed and three damaged,

The last mission, with Lt. Finlayson leading, destroyed six motor
trucks, damaged two, and damaged a locomotive and almost a hundred cars.
It. Mart becane lost from the formation and did not return. It is balieved
that his plane was hit by flak which was encountered over La Ciotat, Prance.

The movie, "Follow The Boys®, with an all star cast was shomn this
svening. . N

lst Lt, Howard G. Decker, Jr., was promoted to Captain as of 15 Auzyst,

20 A gum position was knocked out by two bowb hits secured by a five
plane formation led by Lt. Anderson on the first mission this morning,

Lt, Moyls led four planes on the second mission and the gun positions
assigned to them was silenced by both bombing and strafing.

Lt. Oldham's four plane formatiom also attacked a gun position and cne
fire was started in the area. Lt. Oldham also strafed two PT boats iz a
harbor,
8/8gt David E, Jomson, a crew chief, accidentally shot himself in the
appar left leg this afternoom, while clesning a .45 calibre pistol. The
bome in his leg was shattered, and he was taken to the 35th Station Hoep-
tal this evening. ’ .

Lt, Mart, who was lost on a missicm yesterdsy, returned to the squad-
ron todiy. His plane was hit by flak, and he made a belly landing in the
%ater, and was picked up by a destroyer of the U. 5. Kavy.

The last mission today was led by Lt. Decker., The aight plane forme
stion attacked gun positions in an area in close proadimity to the target
for a forsatimm of B-26's,

The movie "The Nore The Marrier®, was shown in the Group Headquarters

area this evening.

< Ywo bombing missions were flown todxy. The first wes led by Lt. Bromm,
wd sarshalling yards in Alessandria, Italy werse damaged considersbly.
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2l (Cant'd) Three motor trucks and four horse carts were destroyed, and
one adcitional motor truck was damaged by strafing.

The second wission was led by Lt. Simmons and although bad weather pre-
vanted the bombing of the primary target, a road bridge on the Centallo-
Cuneo highway was bombed and damaged considerably.

A meeting of all enlisted men was held in the mess hall this evening
for the purpose of organizing an enlisted men's club, M/Sgt James E. Knight
deserves credit for the instigation of this movement, and he was promptly
alected as temporary president. Other officers elected were M/Sgt Boyt L.
Smith, vice president, and S/Sgt Tom Malone, secretary-treasurer, as well
as 2 camittee of eight men.

1st Lt. Felix F, Simmons learned today of his pramotion to the rank of
Saptain, effective 18 August 1Lk,

P

22 The day's flying activity consisted of three patrol missiocns, led by
Col. Bates, Lt. Davis, and Lt. Oldham. No enemy planes were seen. 2nd 1Lt.
Benjamin A. Higginson, recently transferred into the squadran, was killed
nhen landing from the first mission, His airplane crashed in the swamp
near the north end of the field a8 he was making his fingl approach.

Major Kasun, Capt. Decker and Lt. Borello left today for a rest camp
‘a Calro. Capt. Purdum will assume temporary command of the squadrom during
Major Kasun's absence.

lst Lt. Dale L. Carstensen, Squadron Adjutant, was pramoted to the rani
of Captain, effective 17 dugust 154k,

The movie "Summer Storm", was shown this evening., It was a good story
and & welcome relief from musicals and comediss, such as we've bean seeing,

23 Cun positions were bambed and strafed by a formaticn led by Jt, Finlay-
san early this morning. The guns were not firing, but were heavily bambed
and atrddo

Capt. Simnons led the secand mission. Gun positions were again the
target and were bombed and strafed with unobserved results,

Lt. Bromn led eight planee om & road recce, oratering the road in sew-
eral places. Two motor trucks and a hay cart were destroyed by strafing.
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23 (Cont'd) The last was a four plane patrol, led by Lt. Anderson. Extreme-
iy bad weather was encountered and no enemy planes were seen.
A film on world events was shomn this evening,

2y It. Brown led a four plane patrol mission this morning. BExcept for
artremely bad weather, the mission was without incident.

The seoond mission, led by Lt. Davis, consisted of eight planes. Bad
weather was again encountered. The formatiom bombed a road, and destroyed
tne motor truck by strafing,

Four pilots of this squadron flew an escort mission with the 526th
3quadron late this evening. ‘

The meeting of the members of the newly formed enlisted men's club
snich was schedunled for this evening, was postponed and will be held tomor-
~ow evening instead.

The movie ¥Beat Foot Forward", was shown this eveming.

25 Two missions wers flown today. Lt. Finlayson lod the first, & twelve
wisne formation bombing gun positions.

The second was s poatholing mission of twelve planes, led by Capt.
Simnons, 4n Intense flak barrage over the target made observatimm impossible,
Lt, Coopsr did not return from this mission., His plans was hit by flak and
the entire right\wing was seen to fall off., The plane wemt into a spin and
crasbed, and as the canopy of his plane is inown to have baen closed, it is
selieved impossibl4 for Lt. Cooper to bhave gotten out safely.

A mseting of‘the members of the enlisted men's club was held this even-
ng. Lte Dayer accepted the position of officer sponsor to which he had
previously been alectaed, and the comstitution of the club, drawn up by Capt.
slackwell, was ratified by the members.

The squadron water truck and trailer wers stolen this evening, and if
it 18 not found within a short time, the shortage of water will cause quite
s lot of inconvenimce, sspecially for the mess hall,
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<6 Lt. Brown led the first of two missions which were flown today. Weathar
made bombing difficult, but gan effective road block was made at one point,

Lt. Anderson led the second mission, a formstion of twelve planes,
Sxtremely good results were secured, at least six road blocks being made, and
four direct hita scored on a rallroad bridge. One motor truck was destroyed.

4 movie "Up In Arms®, was shown this evening, and was enjoyed for the
nany laughs it afforded, both intended and otherwise. Ior inatance, the
scemes on the troop transport an an overseas voyage.

The watar truck and trailer were found this evening,

27 lt. Davis led the first formation of eight planses om a mission against
an aexy obsarvation post. Very good results wers obtained, all bombs ex-~
capt two being direct hits oo the target.

Lt. Andarson led the second mission to create road blocks on the Turin -
Sussa highway. Weather was very unfavorable, but four road blocks were
created on the highwgy.

28 Thres missions were flowm today. Lt. Oldham led the firast, bambing and
strafing boats in Monaco harbor. The extent of damage was not observed,

The second mission was to escort B-26's of the 320th Bomb Group. The
formation was led by Lt, Davis and no ememy aircraft ware sean.

Col, Bates led the last mission of the day, to create road blocks on
the Turin - Susa highway. Several hits on the road and the approach toc a
bridge caused considergble damage. Lt. McCleea, flying “Big Stud", cne of
the squadron's older planes, crashed on the takeoff a ahort distance from
the end of the end of the rumway. Lt. McClees was unimjured but ths plane
burned. .

The n:?io "The Hairy Ape"; starring Willism Bendix was shown this evening.

25 Two eight plane missions wers flown todsy, The first, led by Lt. Finlay-
son, cratered the road in several places betwean Cunaeo and Argentera, Italy.
Lt, Davis led the second and a bridge on the Turin -~ Chivasso highwxy

was bombed. Two hits were secursed on the approach.
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29 {Cont!d) i group of USO entertainers were here this evening, and & snow
was given in the Group Headquarters area.

30 1Two missions were flown today. Capt. Covington led six planes on an
sacort mission, flying cover for twslve A~20's of the L7th Bomb Group. N¥c
many aircraft were semn.

It. Oldham led eight planes on a mission bombing the Montecar - San
fietro highway, Just before bombing, two aircraft were sighted, and wars
zhen believed to be P-47!'s. They did not attack the formation, but were
iater identified as FW-150's,

i movie ®*The Falcon Out WesiM", was shown this evening.

31 The first mission todsy was a twelve plane escort for a formatiun of
sighteen B-25's, and was led by Capt. Covington.

Lte “ndersa led eight planes on a mission to bomb a highway and
recce roads. Four motor vehicles were destroyed and six damaged. Four
streetcars in Bologna were also strafed.

i mesting of members of the enlisted men's club was held in ths mess
sail this evening,

During the month of August the squadron flew a total of L53 sorties
aad 1092:45 combat hours.,
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525th Fighter 5¢.

“utline History Septemos-

o,

HEADJQUARTERS, S525TH FIGHTER SQUADRON
APC 650

9]

UBJECT : Historical Records,

T0 : Comranding General, XII Fighter Command, APO 650,

1. Outline History of the 525th Fighter Souadron for the peri
i September Ll to 1 Cctober Ll:,

a. Present designation: 525th righter Sjuadron, S6th Fignter
roup, XII Fighter Command,

b, Changes in organizaticn,

1. Changes in designation, assi~nment, or attachment.

(a) Changes in designation: None

(b} Changes in assignment; Assgd to 87th rtr Wing, aut:
s 37, Hqe XII TAC, 9 September Lk; rlvd assgd 87th Ftr Wing, and rivd assgc
111 TAC, assgd XII Ftr Command eff 1S September L, auth GO 164, Hq. XII air
force, dtd 11 September Lk,

(c) Changes in attachment: None

2+ Subordinate units; None

3. Changes in Commanding Officers; Capt. William B, Colgan,
0575993, aptd Squadrom CO, vice Major Nicholas J. Kasun, Jr., 0=6E0066, aff
21 Sept ul, auth SO 161, Hq 86 Ftr Gp, dtd 21 Sept LL. Major Kasun from dutw
to DS 62nd Ftr Wing, eff 22 Sept LL, auth SO 258, HQ XII Ftr Command, dtc
22 September Lli., Capt., Felix F. Simmons in temporary command of squadron
3 Sept LL to 7 Sept ul, in sbsence of Major Kasun, VOCC.

M



L. Changes o =suz!
(&) Capt. James L, veMurray, O=5616.%1, transisrrec oo
Oatachment of Fatients 35th Sta. Hosp., eff 23 Aug Lk, auth SO 3&, no oo
Sta. Hosp., dtd 23 Aug L.
5. <Changes in T/0: None
Cs Strength, commissioned and enlisted:
1. Month of September 1S4,
(a) At peginning: 57 officers; 231 enlisted mer,
{v) Net increase; 0O o‘fficers; 15 enlisted men,
.¢; Net decrease; 1 officer ; 0 enlisted mern.
(4) at end ; 5 officers; 246 enlisted men,
d. Stations,

1, Yoretta ApAlrfield, Corsica,

‘ (a) Date of arrival: 12 July LiL (advance echelon);
L5 July uhy, (remainder of sguadron).

” (b) Date of departure: 15 September LL (WA" partv);
2. September Wy ("8" party)., ‘

2. Groesseto, Italy,

(a) Date of arrival: 17 September Lii ("4™ party;;
23 September Li ("B" party),

(b) Date of depa.rture:, Present station.
e. Movaments,
L. From Poretta Alirfield, Corsica to Grosseto, Italy.
(a) Purpose: Change of station.,
() Dates; “"A." party: Left Poretta for [lls Russe on
i¢ Sent Li, arrived 12 Sept LL; left Ille Russe for Poretta 15 Sept LL, arrives

Poretta 15 Sept LlL; loaded LST, bastia, 16 Sevt Lk, arrived Plombino, Italy,
L7 Sept Lk; proceeded by motor convoy to Grosseto, arriving 17 Sept Li.

CCRPFIDENTIAL
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AT Qear: Left Poretta and Lvacss
castia, . cept Lit; landed Piombino, Ttaly 18 Sept LL, procescec oo o o
senvey Lo srosseto, arviving it Sep:

98" party: Left Foretta anc .cacec 557 sas ...
©. 3ept uL; landed Plombino, Italy 23 Sept uli, proceeding om same gate to
sro858L0 by motor convoy.,

(¢) Al) movements above noted were by mctor cmmva., exce
+cie from Bastia to Piombino, which latter were by american IS8T,

(d) Roads from Foretta, Jorsica to Ille Russc were pcor.
5.. others good, Conveyances good, weather rfair and dry.

f, Campaigns,

1. Siecilign; Italian; Southern France,

2. Duretion: Sicilian, 3 July L3 to 17 Aug 43; Italian, 1o
Aug 4 to date, still in progress; Southem France, 15 pug Ll to dates,

g Operaticns,
1. Campaigns; Iitalian and Southern France.

2. Nature of Operations; Bombing and strafing attacks on enesy
rails, roads, loccmotives, rolling stock, stations and w/t predominated; alsc,
attacks nn bridges, ferries, pontoon bridges, zun positions, enemy strongpoints,
2scort and anti-{lak diversion missions,

>

3. Number of missions and sorties for month of September Ll
#7 missions and 459 sorties.

L. Results of the most important missioms.

(a) Armed recce by eight F-L7's on 3 September L4, led by
~arte Richard 5. Cldham, covering area Genoa-Milan-Turin-Cunec, Taking off
i the early morning, this {light spotted a troop train moving at a fast cli;
nesr Carmanola, Italy, The traln, consisting of steam locomotive and thirty
cars w#as bombed, hit and stopped. As the troops poured from the cars, Capot.
lldnam led a traffic pattern around it, making strafing passes until the
w#icle train was destroyed. Continuing in the recce, another steam locomctive,
some 20 railrcad cars, and one motor truck were destroyed in Carmancla. All

pianes returned safely,

(b) Bombing and strafing mission L Sentember Ll an a
sontoon bridge across Po river near L~3L5993, of eight gircraft led by st Lt.
~awes C, Finlayson, The target was important because Jerry was using these

CONFIDENTIRL
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pontoon bridges acrogs the Fo t.o transport badly needed supplies to his line
troops. The pontoon bridge was bombed and strafed and believed destroyed, On
the return route, strafing attacks accounted for damage to 30 rallrocad cars at
Cadelbosco, one motor truck flamer, and destruction of two electric locomotives
and 30 cars. 411 vplanes returned safely, :

{¢) Hombing and strafin.s mission on 1L Septemkter L, con-
sisting of ten P-L7's led by Capt. H. G. Decker, Jr. . This mission, another of
the many made on enemy communications in Northermm Italy during September, dast-
royed a steam locomotive and four rallroad cars by hombing and strafing, Frur-
ther on, a 15 car train was attacked and lelt steaming, either destroyed or
badly damaged. in aualtlon, Seven movor Lrucks were aestroyeq, Len were damaged
and an enemy tank strated. (me of our aircrait was danaged by swmall arms fire,
not seriously, ana one crasned in an emergency lanaing just aiter takeoff,

(a) Amed recce over area lmperia - Turin - Ailessandria,
on ¢S5 September uh, eignt FP-u47's led oy Capt, «iiliam B, Colgan, squadron com-
mander, After pombing and ¢reating two rail cuts on an important rail line,
tne tiigut convtinued a recce towards Turin, Spotting a moving locamotive pulling
four cars, a sirafing attack was maue wnich destroyed tue locomolive and dam-
agea or aestroyea une ¢ars, A saort distaice faruvner, and anotner steam loco-
foLlve was stratea and desircyed. In adaition, eignt motor trucks were destroyed
or damaged, ana a tnird locomotive and 16 cars were danaged or destroyed, O(ne
of our aircrait was sligntly damaged by tiak,

)

fa?

(e) By far tue ;:08t important mission of tne monta's work
was an eight snip arwed recce led by lst Lv, Grayaon S. Brum con 27 September
L. Taxing ofr atv Uow, and covering tne Turin - Atessandria area, a total of
five steam Locomotives was destroyea 0y buwbing and strafing, a large number of
cars darzaged, and two gun positions strared, (n tne return home, a sixth Lloco-
motive was Seen, but as ail aircraft had expended tneir ammunition, no attaak
cculd be made on it. One of our airc,ral‘t. was damaged by flak, not seriously,

: 5. Unit was subjected to enemy action: None except pilots

on missions, ) ' g
i

he Comanaing Uriicers in iwportant missions, {

l, Named above in missiuon accounts.,
i. Losses in acticn: Nons

Je Foruer and present members wno nave distinguisned tnemselves

in action;

Name Date of Act Award
1st Lt. Joe J. angell L June Luh 18t 0LC to DFC
1st Lu, Graydon 5. Brom 40 August 1oyl DFC

Ao TYN WG NT T AT,
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Capt. dichara D, Laster
lst Lt, Joe Je. Angell

1st Lv, James C, westall
1st Li, Finley C., Brinuiegy
ist Lv, {ubert J, Horrigan
Capt. Ricnard G, Oldham
Capt, Felix Fo Simsons
isv Ltv, vames C, Westall
Capte kiles C. Wood

1st Lu, ttobert L. anderson
ist Lt, John E. Borello
18t Lt, Harry P. Matnis
Ca.pt. tichard G. Oidham

¢s inclosed is War Disary,
1o 1 Ocuober Lb,

5

7 Liarch 9ul
2L kay 19ub
25 May 1Suh
2L April lvuy
18 March 19ul
20 harch 19l
Y June 194l
2L Nay 19ub
6 March L9yl
29 June 194
25 XMay l9uL
6 March 1lYuly
L April 19uh

DFC
Lth
3rd
end
2nd
2nd
2ud
2nd
¢nd
1st
.18t
1st
1st

For the Commanaing Ofricer;

Incl  far Diary

- ]I’W{.Wr/w_

aILLIAY H, BLACKWELL,

0LC
0.C
OLC
01C
oy
ue
01C
OLC
0LC
0LC
LLC
OLC

Capt., Air Corps,

Intelligence Officer.

/£

525tn Ftr 8q, for tne period 1 September Li

s
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1 Two bombing missions and one escort were flown today, Cant. Simmons
led a twelve plane mission escorting eighteen S-25's of the 3h0tn Bomb Group,
The mission was without incident.

Lt. Anderson led eight planes and bomhed a group of warchouses, Four 20mm
gms were strafed and sidenced by Lt. Stewart. :

Lt, Oldham led the last mission, and he along with Lt. Mauk, his wingman,
bombed and strafed four motor trucks, destroying all of them, In additimm,
one armored car was destroyed and a truck damaged.

A movie, "The Uninvited" was shom this evening, with Ray Milland and Jail
Russell playing leading roles. It was a mystery picture, and was enjoyed a
great deal.

2 A standdown for today was announced late last night and only a few test
hops and transitions were {lown,

3 Three armad recces Were flown today. The first eight plane foruwation, led
by Lt. Finlayson hed difficulty in bombing, when a strong wind was encountered
over the target.

Lt. Oldham led the second, and it was a very successful mission, A steam
locomotive and thirty cars were bombed with several possible hits, The train
was carrying troops and as they scattered and toock cover in the ditches aleng-
side the tracks, they were heavily strafed. The train was thoroughly riddled
by continued strafing nasses and a large number of personnel was killed, An-
other steam locomotive and twenty cars were found in the station at Carmanolas,
and it too was completely destroyed by strafing. @

Capt., Simmons led the third and last mission of the day. A group of several
gun positions were heavily strafed and believed completely destroyed by Lts.
¥oyle and Conner,

Almost the entirs bivouac area was aroused from sleep early this morning
when at about 0100 hours, sharp lizhtning and heavy thunder awakmed all but
the very heavy sleepers, Fearing a repetition of the wind and ha'l storm
which caured 8o much danage a short time ago, most of the men wers up and
busy with ropes stakes, making their tents more secure. The wind continued
throughout the day, but profiting by the mistakes of the last time, all the
tents weathered the gals and remained stadding. :
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3 (Cont"d) A movie "Song of Eh.e.Opal Road" was to be showr t-is evening,
but after starting, and being unable to get suflficient power for the project-
or, it had to be postponed, it may be shom tomorrow evening,’

L lt. Brown led the first of three eight plane missions flown today. Threc
trucks and a tank were destroyed and three trucks dameged,

The second mission, led by Lt. Finlasyson was the most successful of +the
day. Pontoon bridges in Nortly Italy were bombed and more than fifty
railroad cars were strafed, d ing more than thirty, Lts, Loore and
Stewart strafed two locomotives, and thirty cars in broken strings, destroying
all of them in seven passes. Sevaral of the cars exploded and burned,

Lt. Oldham led the last mission, Fifteen trucks were destroyed and ten
trucks and five carts damaged by strafing,

5 Three armed recces were flown today, all attacking targets in the Po Valley.
It. Bromn led the first eight plane formation, and eight motor trucks and one
locomotive were destroyed and one truck damsged.

Lt. Davis led the second mission, and when vary little motor movemant was
seen,’ the road was cratered in three places, as a result of as many direct
bomb hitao '

‘Capt. Simmons led the last mission of the dagy. An electric locomotive and
twelve cars were destrcyed, and fifty additional cars were strafed; five barges
and four motor trucks were destroyed and three molor trucks were damaged, all
by strafing.

A technicolor movie, "lady In The Dark", with Ginger Rogzers and Ray Milland,
was shomn this evening.

6 Continual snowers caused the flying schédule to be cancelled, and the
squadron was stood dom for the entire dgy, .

Rumors continue to circulate throughout the squadron as to when the next
move will be made, and where the Group will go. 3Bets can be had on anything
from the outcome of the World Series to the length of the war in the Pacific,
Korale seams to be comparatively low, mostly because all the men were eager
to get into France soon after the invasion, but now, after being in Corsica
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6 (Cont!d) sc much longer than was expected, most of them would be glad to
settle for almost any other place, L , -

Some of the men began work on the Enlisted hen's Club this afternoon, It
was decided to put up two large wall tents a short distance from the area,
and ¢et tne c¢lub started, even though the Group may be here for only a short
time. The altemown w:Z «pent in getting the tents up and building tables
and other fumiture,

ligjor iasun, Cavt. Deckir and It, Borelle returned to the scuadron teday
after several days rest in Cairo, > .

7 lain again caused the flying schedule to be cancolled, 2nd z standdown
wvas ordered for the rest of the day.

The Enlisted llen's Club was officially opened tonite., lusic wac Turmished
by sevcral nembers of the Group orchestra, and a very emnjoyable evening was
spent by all the members, ) ’

A movie "Song ol the Open [lozd", was shown this evening,

— ———

8 For the third straight day, rainy weather forced an all day sfanddomn.
PX rations were sold in the day room, including eignt candy bars, two
Geeca Colas and eight botiles of boer,

9 Two missions were flown today. Lt. Brown led an armed recce destroying
eleven. trucks and damaging one truck and twelve ox-carts.

It. Davis led the seccnd migsjon, Railrcad tracks were bombed and the
formaticn then fumished area cover for s flight of B-2G's, .
. Tke movie "Couble Indemity", starring Fred Mackurray, Barbara Stanwyck
and Zdward G. NRobinson, was shown this evening., It was a very good story,
and the superb acting made it one of the best that has been shown here in
qulte some time,

10 The first mission, led by Capt. Decker, landed at Cecina, Italy, for
briefing by the 232nd Wing. The formation then took from there and bombed

»
, -
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10 (Cent'd) a group of barrack type huts., (Capt. Decker returnedi to Foretta
after taking off from Cecina, when he was wnable to get his landing gear ap.
Lt. Finlayson arsumed leadership of the formation,’ '

Lt, Borello lal the second eight plane formation, The same target wan
attacked, tut observation was difficult and results are wunidzown,

Capt. Decker led both the last two missioons. On one, a motor vehicle was
destroyéd and another damazed, and two steam lccomotives and approximately
seventy cars were strafed, and many of them damaged. On the last mission,
bad weather made bombing very difificult and cbservation impossible, 4 bridge
on the coast road west of 3avona was bombed,

1st Lt. Miles C. Winder, recently assigned to this squadron, left today
for a new assignuent,

11 It, Cldham led tne first of three ei,ht uvlane formaticns today. ieavy
guns were the target, and several near misses caused considerable damage.
Lt. brown led the second formation on an ammed reccs and eleven motor
vehicles were destroyed and four cdamaged, as well as a locomotive and twenty
flve cars being thoroughly strafed. |
Capte. Simmons led the last mission which was also an armed recce. Four
trucks and a large trailer were destroyed and four trucks and an armored car

were damaged,

The movie "Two Girls and A Sailor" was shown this evening,

12 rour four plane missions, all of which attacked gun positions, were f£lown
today., The formation leaders wers Jt., Davis, Capt. Decker, Lt, Borello and
It, Cldhar, and the gun positions and areas were well hit, although the ex~
tent of actual damage could not be cbserved, .

The "AM Party, for the movement to Crosseto, italy, left the area today
for T1le Russe. The party was made up of Capt. Blackwell, Capt. Clinton,
Lts, Coover and DeArmond, and 68 enlisted men, including lst Sgt Tidwell,
After a trip across the Corsicen mownteins, the party arrived at the ataging
area, . .
A bingo party was greatly enjoyed by those members of the Enlisted l'en's
Club who are stlll at Poretta, Cash prizes amounting to more than a hindred
dollars were given away. «
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13 The first mission today was an elght plane escort for a formation of
eighteen 5-25's. Lt. Finlayson was the Teader and no enemy a.ircrai‘t were
seen,

Lt. Borello led a. four plane a.med reccs early this afternoom, A road
was bombed and five motor truckK® and one large trailer were destroyed near
the target area. Bad weather made further strafing sweeps impossible,

Cant. Simmons led a very successful mission late this evening, The target
was rail movarent on the lilan-Verona line, Two steam locemotives. and at
~ least ‘ten cars were destroyed by bombing and strafing, and an electric train

was strafed with unkinown results. A motor truck was also damaged,
nat Farty is still at Ille Russe staging area, and there is no news of
when the LST's may te loaded. :

L The first missicn today was a very successful one, The ten plane for-
“hation was led by Capt. Decker and railroad tracks ware the target. A loco-
motive and four cars ware destroyed by bombing and strafing passes, and fifteen
additional cars were thorovghly strafed., Seven motor venicles were destroyed
and ten damaged by strafing sweeps.

Caot, Govmgtcm 1zd the second and last mission flown today. ¥ore than
thirty pantoan bridges were heavily strafed and nine motor trucks were des-
troyed and three A ed,

A call from Port "eadquarters disclosed that YAU Party was to return
and load at Bastia. This news was ygreeted with some chagrin, mingled with
relief that it was at least a change and something to do, The convoy retwmed
and the personnel spent the night with the remainder of the squadron in the
‘old area. The sight of mail was good,

15 1t, rFinlayson and Lt, Bromn led armed recces today, of five and eight
planes respectivaly. Extremely bad weather wes encountered on the first
mission, naking bombing very difficult, but a large bus and three trucks
were damsged by strafing. -

0n the second mission possible damage was caused to a road bridge by
bombing, and one motorcycle and a car and motorcycle escort were destroyad
by strafing,

npu Party 1daded on en IST at Bastia, beginning loading apound 1700 or
1800 hours, and completing at 2200 hours.

lst Lt, Richard G. Cldham today learned of his promotion to the rank of

Captain, effective 11 September 1Skli.
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16 The first mission #as ar eight plane escort, led by Capt. Decker, The
formation then bombed and strafed a snal] cnrmenfra..ion of motor trucks,
destroying four of them, :

The railroad station at Pontremoli was the target for the second mission,
lJed by Capt. Simmons, At least Len boubs wers direct nits on the tracks,
and four more on the station buildings caused considerable damaje.

The LST bearing "A" Party pulled cut of Lhe harbor at Bastia ahoit, o700
hours, and arrived at Piombino and started unieading at 1630 hours. Zapt,
nlackaell and the convoy proceeded to Grosseto Airfield, arciving there
at about 2200 hours, pitching their cots heside their vehlcles for the nignt,
Lt. Cocver had charpe of a detail %o g?\ari and unload the unladen equipmerlt.

17 Capt. Uecker led the first mission today, an armei recce of eight planes,
Two lines of railroad cars, all Joaded with nmotor.vehizles were nombed aith
most of the bomhs being direct hits, Severail exolosions resulted and it is
helieved that all the cars burmed, Further sfgafing sweeps caused the dest-

ruction of seven motor vehicles and a ferry, ard damage to seven metor vehicles
and one railroad car, ‘
Lt. Davis led the second mission, and after uLomuing a concentration of

motor trucks, accounted for eight motor vehicles destroyed and a locomotive
and eight cars, and two large ber-es damaged, all by strafing. ‘
Today, ..\mday, the men of the "A" Farty awoke to the sound of many church
bells in Grosseto, a few hundred yards away. overyone seems to be hapny to
be back in “Sunny Italy"* again. #e came back tc ltaly on the same day on
ahich we landed at Sele River last Centember., Laundry women are already-in
evidence in the area, to the relief of the men, and Italian ¥P's are ready
to start work in the mess hall, There'!'s the usual line of children with cans
at the and of the mess line, waiting for scraps.

’

18 The first mission was made up of sir planes led by Lt, Borello. “ailroad
tracks were bombed and strafing attacks resulted in the dest:ruction of two
steam locoroitives and damage to another locomotive and a total of twanty cars,

JLts, Yovle and ahyte escorted a £-26 on a weather recce taking off shortly
Aftar the mission led hy .. torello, .
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18 (Cont'd) Lt, Brown led eignt planes on a missiow tocreats rail cuts,
2nd strafing passes accounted for four motor vehicles destroyed. and edight
motor vehicles, two trolley cars, one tractor and trailer, and a motorcycle
damaged,

The planes left Poretta Airfield early this afternoon, and the rast of
the day was spent jn getting the remaining equinment ready to be moved,

The men of "AW Party set wp the line and operations on the new field,
The line setup is all right, but Operations and Intellizence will douhtless
have to be moved, being only a couple hindred feet .from the runway, and .
directly behind the parked airplanes. The planes arrived here from Covsica
this afternoon and operations will bpezin from Grosseto Airfield tomorrow,

A" Party raar left the area this morning and proceeded to the stazing
area, from wherc they boarded an IST early this afternoon for the trip te
Italy. They spvent the remainder of the day on the boat in the harbor at
sastia,

19 Capt. Decker led the first of two missions today. 4 concentration of
more than twenty railroad cars were bombed with good coverage., 4 ferry
crossing the Po river loaded with troops, was heavily strafed by two air-
craft, Six 20mr gwn positions were strafed and silenced by Lt. Karrels,

Capt. Simmons led an eizht plane formation which bombed railroad tracks
between Reggio and liodena. Three breaks were secured in the tracks, '

A bad wind and rain storm blew down several of the tents in the bivouac
area at Grosseto Airfield, The men of mA" Party rear, after lsaving bastia
this morning, arrived at Mombino this evening and proceeded to Grossete
by convoye. .

- - o -

2C ore rain todsy. The bli,ousc area is in had condition, and it was
learned late tonight that the enlisted men will move from the tent area to
bu:x.ld_mgs about 1,7 miles on the other side of Grosseto. Yelcoms news,
for the rresent arsa is wnfit-to live in,

The men of "B" FParty are still at Poretta asirfield in Jorsica, where
they are encountering the same kind of bad weather,
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21 Yo nissions were flown today because of the condition of the fisld, The
taxiways are all soft. Sunshine this p.i‘temuon may dry them out. The enlistel
inen moved from the tent area to huildings which is a great “mprcvement., The
service grovwn has showers in town and a tbeaur...

Thu men of "h!" Party moved Lo a staging area near Bastia todav, prevaratory
tc bearding an IST, for transporting the remainder of the men and esuipment to

I‘baly .

-~

————

22 1t, dorello lcd the first of three missions htoday. Tracks were broken in
four places by the ten plzne formation and strafing accounted for one tank
and two motor trucks damaged, and a gun emplacement strafed with unknown re-
salts,

Capt. vecker led an eight plane formation, bombing an enenv CP, Two bombs
‘ware in the target area, :

Lt. Anderson led the last mission, one of temn planes, A bridge was bomhed
and then the flights strafed several aircraft on an airfield at vVergiate. ne
He-111 was burned, another luit smokimg, and several more damaged.

ugt Party left the staging area near bastia and hoarded an IST this evening,

Capt. William B, Colgan, formerly of the 79th righter Group, joined the
squadron today, and assumed command, Capt. Colgan has flowm 1ﬁo missions with
the 79th and he ronlaces Major Kasun, who has been transferred to the 62nd
Fighter Viing, ac Cormanding Officer of the squadran,

23 1t, Davis led an eight plane. formmation bembing a railroad and highway.
Cne hit was scored on the tracks and two hits were secured on the highway.
" One motor truck was destroyed. '

Lt. Finlayson led the second mission. A steanm locomotive, four motor:
vehicles and a traller were des brwed by strafing, and one motor tmck was
dam:.ged.

Capt. Simmons led the last eight plane formation. Two hits were scored
on a string of fifteen railroad cars and six rajlroad cars and a steam loco-
motive were degtroyed bty strafing.

Leaving Bastia ear.y this morming, the men of "B" Party arrived and un-
loaded at PIombino this evening, and arrived at Grosseto at different hours
of the night,
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2L Capt, Jecker led eight planes on a mission to bozb rail lines but bad
- weather prevented bombing the primary target, and a highway was bombed instead,
The road was cratered at one point, . - , ' _

A four plane fomation led by Lt. Torelln bonbed railroad tracks on the
second mission, securing two breaks. . , '

The last mission was led by Lt. Brown. The eight plane formation bomted
the town of Loiano, securing good bomb hits, and strafing the town.

25 'The first mission, one of nine planses was led by Capt, Purdum. A zroup

~of buildings was bombed with several hits, causing explosions and considerable
danage.,

Capt. Cldbam led the second mission, a formation of eizht planes, The.
town of Lolano was borbed with four sets of borbs falling in the tom., No
movenents were seen, ‘ :

* Capt. Relyea led a three plane formatiom cansisting of Lts. Marsh and
Flake, attackinyg barracks near the town of Intra. The entire area was
heavily strafed, and one [ire started, '

Capt, Colgan led the last mission today, an armed racce of eight wvlanes.
™o stear locomotives and four motor vehicles were destroyed, and one loco-
motive, twenty rallroad cars and four motor vehicles were damagod. R

A squadran meeting was held in the enlisted men's quarters this evoning,,
at which time Capt. Carstensen introduced Capt. Colgan, the new Commanding
Officer, who spoke briefly to the men. ¢

1st It, Joe k. Clark, Squadron Engineering Officer, hss heen promoted to
the rank of Cavotain, effective 17 September 19Ll. e ‘

Thres pilots, 2nd Lts. William P. Curtin, Richard B, Moyle and Cugene 3.
ihyte, today leamed of their pramotions to the rank of 1lst Lt., effective
1, September 1544,

26 rour missions were flomn today. I1t. Finlayson led the first formation ’
one ol eight planes, on an amed reccc. Two locomotives and two hex ears
_were destroyed, and one electric engine, ten box cars and two notor truclks
were damaged. -
Capt. Simmons led a four plane formation and bombed railroad tracks,
securing two breaks. Three motor trucks and a Fiat were destroyed by strafing.
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26 (Cont'd) Capt. Decker led the next :ission, one of four planes, and bombed
a group of fifteen railroad cars. Four cars were probably destroyed and ten
dama;;ed,

A flizht of two ships flown by Lts., Curtin and Mather bombed railroad
tracks late this evening. Three of their four bombs were hits on the tracks
and no enemy activity was seen. )

The Group Enlisted Ken's Club, which has been organized since the group's
arrival at the present location, was informally opened this eveming. A
civilian orchestra furmnished music for the evening, and the drinks were sold
over the bar for the first time. The setup seems to be quite satisfastory as
a whole, and the members are looking forward to the formal opening and dance
which will be held the evening of the 30th. L/Sgt James E. Knight, who was
president of the short-lived 525th Squadron Znlisted Men's Club, holds the
position of Secretary-Treasurer in the Group Club,

The members of the squadran club, which incidentally was a huge success
both financilally and otherwise, before it was forced to be disbanded, will
be refunded thelr initial membership fee, plus what dividends were accumulated
during the club's few days of existence.

o

27 Five missions were flown today., Lt, Brown led the first formation of
eight planes on an armed recce. An engina and eight cars were destroyed and
seven cars damaged by bombing, Four ines, ane with tender, three cars,
and two gun positions were destroyed, and eighteen box cars were damaged,
all by strafing, '

Capt. Covington led eight planes an an armed recce, destroying six rail-
road cars, and damaging a locomotive and fourteen cars. This was all accom~
plished by bombing, and very bad weather made further strafing Sweeps im-
possible, .

caplt. Purdum led a four plane formation bambing and strafing the tomn
of Plamaggio. Lt. Kather strafed a gun position near the town, and silenced
it.

Lt. Borello led four planesbombing a highway at Lerici. The road was
cut in three places by bomb hits, :

Tne last mission was led by Capt., Cldham. The fornation dropved the bombs
through a hole in tl;xa clouds, securing one possihle hit on a 'small Toad near
Pianoro. ) .
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20 Bad weather forced a standdown for the entire day.

29 For the second straight day, bad weather forced tne cancellation o; thc
mission schedule.

30 It. Noyle assumed leadershio of the eight plane formation, on the first
mission when Capt. Oldham had to tum back because of enpine trouble, A
Stean locomotive and twenty five cars were bombed., A direct hit destroyed .
the locomotive, and six more bozbs were in the-zars, damaging meny of them,
capt, Decker led a four plane formation which glide bombed a steel railroar‘
bridge throvgh a very neavy overcast., There were no hits,

Capt, Furdum led eight planes an an anti-flak diversion mission, straﬁ.na
the dasignated area near Piacenza.

The last mission was led by Capt. Colgen. Th: four planes bombed railroad
tracks with near misses causing neglizible damage,

During the ronth of September, L59 sorties and 1,027:25 combat hours
were flowmn by the sguadran, ’ ‘
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