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IME HISTURY OF THE 525th FIGUTER SQUADROW







The stury -f toe 325th Fi hter S;usdrom be,ins ot Key Field,
kerician, Kississippi, when ¢n B Au ust 1942, tne jers:.nncl of the U9th
Bougru.ent Syusurun, C6ti Duwberd.ent Grouy (i), begun vper: ting us the
h2yth Fihter Bomber .'m.uauran. 86th Fi hter Bcumber Group.

After flyin, v aiccesuiovn of planes w-uch includuva A-::0'%s, A-;1%g
sha A-24's, they rececived the ther new h=36's in w.ich they Crue .versous.
Axis roil cou wotor coluans wers suvou ¥t aiscover ah:t & dendly tesn the
plene pud ithe pilots w.uild wske.

The first bit of forei_u soil whick could be cellec huwe wos is
genia Airureae, Al uvris sccugicu (i the letter ;ert of &)y 1Y43e Althousb
ne migeicns were flown frur nére it wus lon, recenvered for itg unifor .1y
iror living conaitions, wind, uust, pcor 1,00 it seursil, of weter,

Uernis, French Morocese, Medouliu, Freneh rorocco, Tefnruuari aAir-
aroie, Al;uria. Tunis, sna Comigc wlld cime fute Lie jdecture 2or a short
while, but it wes not until remching Xorbe, Tunisle thet the first w«ll-
syuadron migsivn was {lown, cn the 6th of July 19[;). Here pleo the f.rst
combat logs wus sustaiaed.

“hile beugea On Gela Airfield, Sicily the squadron c-me into ity
own, ucip, wenderful werih in sugport ..f the 7th Amy's urive throyh

Sicily. Flyiug free deyliht to dusk tlhey Ulested eneny cunveys,  un ogi-
tions, troop ccuceatraticns, strongpoints anéd rvac bridgea. Frow Bercellcue
- Airfield, Sioily the tirst attachs were nade cn the Itelien boot. Vhile
steticned there the cutfit receivec news ¢f the Italian surrender gccn to be
donpered by the bloody battles uf Selerno srd vicinity in v.h.i.ch they tcuk an
important pert.

The fi ht up the Italian z’eniusula ig viell known ond wes supported .
heroicly by the buys of the syuadren. Flyin, frc.. Sele Airfield, Serre-
telle 1L/G, Puuwigliano Airurcme, Marciaiise Alrfield, Ciampino, Urbetelle,
Poretts Airfield, Corsice, Grosseic Airfield beck in Itely, und #ise Air-
urcme, the cutfit, which hea giuce chunyed from A-3G's to K-[7's, goon
opprecisted for their ability to tsxe it oumd ccxe homs, won the regera of
their buanies on the Jbuna for the wondoxful support they ,ave with utter
disreyard for enemy resistente, By the tiue Pies was reaghed all knew that
the *for otten frent® no len,er held anything but flak, 60 it wes with little
surprise bug ..reat anticipation that they received thi news of & jump to
Frence, .

On 23 February 1945 the plaies flow frowm iiaes to Tentonville Alr-
field, France and two deys later the first combat nission wes flown. It was
while st this bass that the last push, which terninated 7 Eay 19.5, wac be_un
on 15 Maroh 1945, With fiont lines moving g0 rapidly they were soci wut of
rangs of the small fuel capacity of the fighter, a0 the last \mr-timo rCve
cane, this time to Braurnschardt Airfield, Gemeny onm 13 April. By this tice
"the ned of the war wes plainly in si ht and gfter gbout tw weeks of full
scsle aud unusually fruitful operstiun the nissions beesne nothing mere t.en -
rcutino pstrols.




L J
Thus on 7 May 19LY wam corileted e oo but history of the 525th
Fi hter Squadron cuverin; slrcat two jears. In thet ti-e role ten 9070
ecrties were flown ageinst all sorts -of tariets, Suct ¢ record cernot be
- ade without heartbreskii:; losses, but with rll ¢ue ¢ nalderaticn to Ameri-
cen personnel end nateriel versus enewy :ire;oner thege 1u83¢s were o
$:8ll as wurk srd training would noke trem,

with the end cf ‘be war in Tura;e ecme lhv. war f unrest ;ortially
mitigeted by redeploynent of thuse amen eleiible fur uvischare. An élavcrete
8p6rt8 prolrat, svoial life --- to whrtewsr degree ; ersigschle ~=- znd extra
curricular nat .vities, serve tc ieep g, :ndrn ers.; -cl sesupiod if nus

ect .ally ontisf ied, - '

Rith redeployrent has cune .'.¢ i:cyitasle shortoge of . en guwer
s inaldy uscegssitsating, on 1 DecezbeT 19545, the constliantion -f cid tarcs
Bj.sar>necy the grcup imte cune Group Heady.crtere te functizn b, tic xoling
of resiurces until sufiicient replacer.essts :nie it popaihle to o cergte isai-
vidually a,ein. :

Degpite severs shorte, e the cutfit utill carries or. &« ver; cue
plete fylng pregremciror Schweinfurt Air Dase. This, of c.urce, ug Otern
dune with cumpsretively few «.f Lhe _reat Lwber of ulenes availoble in
coiott e a : '

Thus thrugh the cuntiniel w:d unfailing .. o.aration of ell its
recbers: e flyin, jersunnel for who: the roup hag its very existance,
tround officers who ,sve 80 unstintinly of their time nud ebilitiec, and
enlisted ren whose job it is to keep ther: in ite cir, on the records =ud in
the vess, the 525th Fijhter Squadrn in uver 2 cars of operstion hes
«sassed s record secoud to ro outfit of ite liie in the thoater,
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1 (ur ground echelon is bivouaced in an olive ;rove SE of Tunis, while the
air ecnelon is at Korba. The 27th Group is also at Korta, and our rilots are
getting ready for combat, and will fly their first missions with the 27th pi-
lcts, Part of the ground echelon at Tunie is busily enyg -ed in preparinz the
vehicles for shore landing at some as yei unannounced soint.

2 SOme of the officers and enlisied inen went swinming at a beautiful beach
Sii of Tunis. e are bivouaced next to the 34th Division, or rather, Co. "WIM

of the 133rd Inf, lany of tnese nen relate interesting stories of their exper-
iences in the Tunisian Campaiin.

3 Seven of our pilots, Capts, Striegel and uunnison, Lts., Burchett, McCord,
Rutherford, Sorensen and Vitopil, flew their first combat mission tnis dute,
with 27th Group plldts. Tae ndssion wus over Siclly, and lasted 1:30. Lis.
 watts, DuYall, Jackson, Stylecs and Griswold left the bivouac ‘area near Tunis

for ¥orba to begin combat flying, : .

L Lt. #atten flew his first combat rission today, i th the 27th Groug,
Lt. DuVall ot 2:00 combat tiwe, but did not jet & sortie. Tne officers xnd
men of the ground echelon are eating with Co. ®IM, 133rd Inf,.; the food is
very pood. ' '

§  Zveryone is speculating as to tie Allies' next nove. Lost suspect it to
be an invasion of Sicily. Larie fli hts of ne.vy and medium bombers are seen
flyinz in t.at direction every day.

6 First sqpadron mission was flown from FKorba today, target being anythinz
of opportunity on roads and railroads in area of Sciaca, Sicily. There were
12 airecraft. 'ission was led by Capt. Strie-el. Some strafin: of rilitavy oh-
jectives was reported.

7 No missions were flown today. lothing eventful,

8 Two missions were flown today from Korba, First was led by Capt. Strieg~
¢l and included Tapt. Gunnison and Lt. Rutherford, remuinder being pilots of
other squadrons, First nission was reconnaissance over central S:.cily, unevent—
ful. Second bombed and strafed bivouac area, store tents and ammunition dumps
at Agrigento with excellent results. Pilots encountered first flak,
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9 Ground ecnelcn moved to “Arizona" Assemtly area neur Cartrape, There are
rany units in tuls area ereparing; for early landinr somewnere,

10 Two micsions wer: flown from korba by the squaaron; both were arred re-
connaissance misticns. Trere is a fine, beach at Lkorbta, and @ilcts svend much
time there wken not flying. :

11 Advance ground party, under command of Capt, Jawes ¥, Thomas, nas all ve-
hicles waterprocofed for beach landing, with extended exhaust pipes. Two niss-
ions were flown today; firut was; un-oventful, but second “successfully tonbed
tanks near Nascemia

12 Capt. Strie:el and Lt, nuthertord vecare elijivle jor tne Air wedal today.
Each has co:lletea § sorties over enemy territory. On a fighter sweep today,
Capt. Strieyel was forced to tail out by rlak hiis. No one saw nim bail out.
Lt. Greene's plane was also ait by flak, and ne was forced to bail out near
Rutera. «#ith intense flak bursting all around him, Lt. iiobert N. Howell cir=-
clec Lt. Treene until ‘the latter had safely landed this side of our lines,

i’

13 - Fart of ground echelon, consistin:' of Capt, Kewkumet, lLts. 3lacksell, Louis
and Tucker, and 192 enlisted :en, went -on board an LCI in Tunis harbor, e know
we are ;-oing to Sicily, but do not know our point of landing., There are approxi-
mately 20 ICI's in the harbor. The advance party wiich was supposed to .recede
us is still in the assembly area. One armed reconnaissance and one tombing and
strafing -missinn viere f{lown today. Lt. Wwilliam Strainis was forced to helly land
his ship on the beacn; he wus unhurt.

1 Landed at Scoglitti, Sicily, 1100 hrs this m rning, ilo one seems to know
where we.are supposed to 0, or how we will jet inere, e waded in throush knee-
deep waher to reacn the beuch, At 1300 hrs, we Lejsan nike to Comise A/D. Saw
rany Jezlian prisoners on the way, and a-~rived at the A/D about midnisht, Zvery
one was tired almost to exhaustion,., .ith the flyin; ecaelou, Cact, Striegel and
Lt. Greene are tack #ith the sjyuadron, and all are thankful ror tnat, Two miss-
ions were flown today. Capt. Gunnison earned Air licdal,

15 Bivouaced in olive grove just outside of Comiso A/D. There are many .'erman
and Italian aircrai't around, some of tnem serviceable; many of t:em are Ne-109's,
All buildings have been Ladly damaged by shellirig ad bombing, some of them com-
pletely wrecked, Frcm the appearance of the barracks, with clothes, bedding,
letters;’ guns, and even dishes with the food still left on them, they must have
evacuated in a hurryl Two Stuka's came into the field yesterday morning, avpar-

ently unaware that it was no longer in German hands, and were shot down by the

—~~
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15 (Conttd) anti—airi:raft. units on the fiéld. A cougle of Spit squadrons
are on thr .field, Onec mission was flown today, bombing and strafing a supply
dump at Corleano, Sicily.

16 Squadron is still split up, with the "advance" party, as far as we know,
still at Tunis. Today, we, here at lomiso, borrowed some K-rations from the
AA units., #ater is a problem. There are several wells arcund, but no assur-
ance that the water is fit for drinking, and we have no ialazone tablets,
Three missions were flown, two strafing and one-escort.

17 e are wondering when the premainder of the squadron will et over. 3gt.
4ill, mess sgt., policed up a German Jater trailer today, and we need one,
Several of the men nave located a Terman bivouac area nearby, and have taken
over a large trailer and a couple of trucks for our mess. Three missions
were flown today with zood results, several locomotives and .trains being
destroyed. : -

18 The Comiso A/D was surely wrecked by our bombin: and shelling. Yot a
sinyle duilding remains untouzhed, and some are a shanbles. lany rifles and
zrenades are scattered about., Today we left by rail for Gela, havini received

orders t: proceed tnere. Three wissions were [lown today.

19 Around midni_ht last night we arrived at our new field, a new landing
strip laid in a wheat field and called uela .iest. 'he remainder of the ground
echelon arrived last ni.nt, rilots are .ue in a day or so, Three reconnal-
ssance and strafin; missions were flown. «nile sirafin; a locomotive that
exploded, Lt, Fernandez' plane was dawajzed and he bailed out 20 mi. N/ of
Pantelleria and was picked up by rescue launch,

20 Busy settin; up for operations, Frilots came in today, part flying their
own planes, remainder by C-L7's. e are now bivouaced in olive srove on hill
near western edge of Gela,
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21 First‘ mission from Gela .est flown today by Capt. Cunnison und Lt.
Vitopil, reconnaissance over roads in Jestern Sicily, - -
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22 ‘Iwo missions were floan t.aday s both bombing and strafing. First covered
roads N and WE of ilcosia, bombing motor truck co.'WOy. Second :mnission bombed
enewy strongpoint SE of retralia,

- - - -

23 Two adssions were flown today. The first soupht targets of opportunity
on roads from Termini to C. Orlando. Second borbed landing barzes East of
S. Stefano, .

2, irst mission today bombed a supply dump near C. “rlando., Second bombed
and strafed ships in lidilazzo Harbor. Hits were scored on a ship and 2 seaplanes
in the harbor, Cover observed L s/e a/c bearing yellow wings and black crosses,
imen cover turned into them tney broka and fled,

25 Two missions today. One mission bombed LOO! siip in Milazzo. Otaer
souzht an enemy armored columne. :

26 :.dazzo harbor Lombed by only mission flown by squadron today.

27 Bombing mission was flown today, tarzet, enemy vehicles in by NE of Mt,
Etha.

28 stand down today. No missions flown., Everybody taking advanta,%e of day
off to visit nearby towns,

29 Three reconnaissance and strafing missions were flown today. A number
of enenw motor vehicles were destroyed.
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30 o missicns were flown today. This is surely a dusty spot, especially
when there is a stron,; wind blewin ., l.any wonder when it rains here, if ever'!

31 A joint nis~inr with the otier twc squadrens was flowr today, with the

. tarvet teing a bivouac area. ldssion was considered successful, 7Today marks
the end of our first monts in combat, Uuring tnis month, our pilots flew 37L
sorties, and ran up 632:55 hours combat time.
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1 Beginning a new month today. 'On strafing mrission in iandazzo area was
flown today. Lt. Col. Stepnen B. Mack, wing A=-3 is attacned to our squadron
for flying and got his first sortie with us today. Lt. Fischer was nit by
flak during this mission, apparently a 20 mm shell exploding on the rizht
nand side of the cockpit. Altnough severely injured, he managed to fly nis
plane back and land it at Agrigento. Lt. Burchett drove over and flew the
ship back, ‘

2 One bombing mission today, with road junétion at Cesaro the target.

3 A fiphter sweep and one bombin:' mission flown today. _Srleep was unevantiul;
boubing mission successfully attacked 3 ships off coast at S. Ferdinando.

L ¥irst mission over Italy was flown today, led by Capt, Gunnison and con-
sistiny of 12 a/c, and bombed marshallin; yards at Gioa Tauro. On a second
migsion, with ocbjective to demolish the town of Troina, a German stronghold,
due to haze, Regalbuto was bombed instead of Troina. Capt. Striegel, lead-
ing the flight, realized the mistake upon entering his dive, and attempted

to tell others not to bomb, but missage was not heard,

S One nmission, strafing, was ilown today. Some trucks were destroyed.

6 Three missions were flown today. rirst bombed roads at Zastern end of
Troina; second bombed road junction at Cesaro; and third put in a road block
in Randazzo area. The area around ilandazzo is called "Flak Alley" by the
pilots, because of the accuracy and intensity of the flak encountered in that
a.rea.

7 1wo bombing missions and one L ship reconnaissance mission were flown
today. ied flak was observed for first time by pilots, ani this is supposed
to indicate tnat enemy fignters are coming in.
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& First nission today was one of 12 a/e to crente roz: hlock nsnr 3, Or-

lando, Second miscion tombed artillery cositions 33 cf iiaso. lst Li. GJrinaw
ael le joined thie syuadron today. . -

¢ A buecy day with four missions, First and second tonbed road intersection
at ratii. On second mission, o3.t, Strieg el and othexs spotied 2 tattery of
AA muns in an orchurd nowr ratti, and upon nis rejquest, a rission of L suirs,
wnich ne led, returned and knocked out tiie batvery, Ine lart mission burled

a highway junction near C. ¢ rlando, )

10 Four missicnc today. First, 3z finter bonber sweep, bonbed kridze and .

" rcad near Fatti., Second bombed rozis at Iarcellona. Fnird boibed and str:fed
artillery resitions, where lare ex;: osions wore sewn after the bpombing,
Fourth mission bombed olive ‘roves Where eneny vehdcles and infantry were
re; orted,

11 ®ir:t rission bombed jun .ositions on .iamiaz29-2. (rlando hi.thway, Second
attacked similar target on tiy of ¢. {rlando, Tuird was on t shi; reconnaiss-

ance miseion. Fourth berbed town of 3iojosa iarea.

12 Two missions teday. First dive tombed ‘atti. Second burbed and strifed
enexry artillery positions near Adrano.

13 ®irst mission today was a reconnaissance mission over ‘orthern Sicily
arnd tne toe of Italy, and was wneventful. Second wa. Uo borb 20 to 32 landing
varzes rejorted at C. Iindari; var;es were not seen and toubs were returned
to base. ' .

1L laj. Tarrant led thz first mission waich berbed a supply dump Morth of
dioia Tduro, Italy. Lt, Surchett 1x«i the L sni, cover. Jeuond mission boubed
a road intersection at Spadaflora, wird bombed anu strafed supplies on tie
t.each at Spadaflora.

PR S .
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15 17Two missions today, both reconnaissance, Uneiéntrul.

16 OCne mission, target of opportunity on toe of Italy, B~ bed railroad
yards at Lamezia, and destroyed a couple of trains, .

17 liothing doing; sack time. Lveryone was a;.y 1.0 learn that *‘essina nad

" been taken, meanin; th¢ end of the Sicilian camgaiun,

18 On a 12 ship tisnter sweep along coast of Italian toe, 5 trains were
strafed with much daua_e being caused. lt's. Anton and Ford faile:! to return
with rerainder of flignt, and much cuncern was let until we learned they nad
landed at Lentini because of engine trruble,

19 No missions today.

I

20 Two L ship patrol missicns were flown over North .oast of Sicily today.
Nothiny eventful, iajor Thomas and Lt. iing are at Fal=rmo_today.

21 No uwissions today.

22 Fli.ht of 12 a/c, led by Capt. Striegel, escorted B-26's from Termini
Imerise, Sicily to Salerno, italy and return. On return trip, { riation was
attacked by 12 1'e-1(9's and ha=-202's, Capt. Striegel and kaj. Tarrant turned
and engazed the enemy, Capt. Striegel taking om a Xa-202 and Maj. larrant, a
e~-109. Capt. Striegel chased iils for some distance, pouring lead into him. .-
When last seen, the Macchi was headin; ior the Italian mainland, losing alti-
tude, and smoking. It was probably destroyed. Cnly two of Capt. Striegel's
guns were firing, else he would surely have brou,ht the enemy down, After a
few tursts were fired at the Xe-l0Y by ia;. iarrant, it broke-and fled., Five
of the B-26's were lost to enemy action. The 27th Group was supposed to pro-
vide cover for the rear formation, tut rever rendexvoused witn the formation.
It was the rear foruation tnat was attacked by ine enemy fighters,

.
- ~
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23 Today, 12 a/c escorted B~25's attackiny Battipazlia, Italy, There was
no contact witn tae enemy, '

2y On a missicen to bomb railrcad yards at 3apri, Italy, Capt. Striegel
performed a feat worthy of the DFC. .nen approaching the target, ne observed
a naval vessel, eitaer a cruiser or destroyer, in a cove S. of Sapri, :ealiz-
ing its value as a target, and yet not wishing to divert the entirc formaticn
fron the assigned target, ne led the flight intc the dive, tut saved his bombs,
and coming off target, ne proceeded to the vessel and tombed and strafed it

at low level, scoring direct nits on the stern, setting it on fire and causing
it to sink. Lt. Jriswcld, his wing-rmar, also strafed the vessel.

25 ‘Yo missions today. uetting ready tc move to <ew L/G at barcellona, near
C. iilazzo. . '

26 )Yoved by truck to new landing ;round. A residence on the beach has been
selected for Cperation's and “ntellizence., fficers and ren are hivouaced in
orange and lemon JSroves.

27 ®ailroad junction and bridge at Silari was bombed today.

28 Two missions were flowm today. 1The first boubed trid¢ge and an inter-
section at Castrovillari; second escorted A-36's from other squadrens to
Catanzaro. No contact with enemy,

25 - Jo missions - f1oWn today.

30 Railroad yards at Saprl were tombed by a 12 ship mission today. The .

yards did not appear active, had been previcusly borbed,

31 .o missions today. To date, pilots have flowm 669 sorties,. and have

1447:00 hours combat time,

/3
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1 o missions were flosn taday.

2 lisfortune overtook the sjuadron today; Capt. Striegel-failed tc return
from a bombing rission over Lamezia, Italy. e #as apparently nit by flak,
his .lane exploding, as 3 nu.e red ball of fire was seen while nw was in nis
dive, iaj. Cunnisorn, t:u:)er'a.i.::.cvxe ofticer, bec ne C. in al'sence of Capt,
Striecel, '

3 o missions touay.

L & 12 shi; armed reconnaissance .‘ssion coveri ng roals from Cozenza to
Catanzaro was flown today. Considerable strafin: of m/ t's accomplisned.

§ Yo lissions.

6 lio missions. It. Souglas o, irlowden, Jr., joined the ¢ juadron today,

7 oad interseciion at Lauria bombed by 12 snip nission led sy !aj. ‘junnison,

8 lo missions wure flowvm. lews received of Iltaly's capitulation,

9 Fouwr patrol nissions, 8 ships each, over "Applesh -Seach were flown teoday,
Our part in the Italian invasion is to aid in furnishinz constant air cover
over the invasion Leachies, No contact with enemy,

10 Sare as yesterday, except it's "Peaches" Beach. llo contact #ith enemy,

1l Four 8 ship missions were flown, three covering "Blue" route. Covering
roads inland from invasion bca.ches, and on€ patrol over '“\poles“ Beach.

/4
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12 Four armed reconnaissance missions sere flown coverins roads and rail-
roads in Fotenza area. Connsiderable strafln of m/t's regorted,

-

13 Four missions 1lovn azain today. .hile strzfin: tmcks, Lt. Lister's
plane was it by flak, and ne #as forced to bail out, °He stuck with his ship
until he had reached our lines, and was seen to safely land, Lt. Louis, with
twelve enlisted men, accompanied tne 527tn >quadron to Sele L/G, which is to
be our new field.

1; Six missions were flown, un one, Lt. thornton reported over radio that
he was hit and was heading for our advance tield to land. !lo one sdw him,
and there is no report of his landing. e all nope ne bailed ocut t:is side

of our ‘lines,

15 Five missions of L7 sorties were flown today. Targets included two
armed reconnaissance missions, railroad years at Torre A.nnunziata, Nocera-
Cara road, and gun emplacements at Battipaglia.

16 Seven missions today. Six were escorts for C-47's and C-Sl's moving us
to Sele 1/G, and other was a L ship strafingz mission flown from the new field,
The lines are not far removed from our new location. The mosquitoes are bad
here, and the bees are so thick they w#ill hardly let you eat,

17 Upon arriving at Sele yesterday, we were very happy to find Lt. Lister.
<e was slightly injured in his parachute landing, but will be all rirht soon,
says Capt. Anderson. Six missions were flown today, three of which were
bombing and strafing.

18 Misfortune struck us again today. 1Iwo. of our best men were lost., Lt.
Strainis was seen to bail out near Fisciano, but his parachute was not seen
to open. His plane vas appare"tly hit by flak. Lt. Fred Fouts, than whom
there are few better pilots, failed to return from a strafing mission. He
was last ‘seen near Coliano, and it is not known wnat. nappened to nim. Theee
~ missions were flown todaye.
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19 Five missions, totaliny 35 sorties were ‘lown today, tiothing unﬁéual to
report, S

20 !'o missions.

21 One escort, L4 ships, and one bombing miseion flown today.

22 rirst mission today boubed town of Pagani. ILt, liowell led mission,
Second mission was a very successful vne as far as dana.e to tae enemy is -
concerned, but almost proved-too costly for us, as iajor Gunnison was forced
to bail out over water after an ammunition dump e was strafing blew up near
Capua A/D, blowing :.is plane up with it. A four plane search mission was
sent back to look tor nim. This was iaj. Gunnisons 50th mission,

23 laj. Gunnison returned today; everyone crowded around to hear him relate
his experience., e was rescued by an Italian fishing boat which carried him
to Ischia Island., e went from there to Capri, spendin; the night there,

We are all very happy to nave uim vack. One mission, led by Lt. Schuyler,
was flown, target being to block road 1 mile east of Nocera. '

2L 1Two bombing and strafing missions were flown today, It's Aurchett and
Schuyler leading, iirst bombed gun positions near liocera. (ther bombed and
strafed motor trucks. .

25 From a four ship rhubart in the Capua area today, there failed to return
one of the most universially liked man in the entire -roup, Lt "Chile" Reeder.
«hen last seen, "Chile" was flying on deck. e do not know what happened to
him. A four ship search mission, led by nis best friend Lt. "Stinky" Rurchett,
returned to searcrn for nim, but no trace of his whereabouts was found,

26 No missions, we are beginning to nave too much rain for flying off this
field. . )
[]

/G
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27 Same as yesterdaye.

28 35till no missions. .et weatuer.

29 Same as yesterday.

30 The last day of tne montn. .t the end of tiis sonth, we have 1382 sorties,
and 2345:00 hcurs coibat tite., There is talk of moving us to an all-weather
field. .

———  » — . G- . —— -
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DAY EVELTE ]

1l Ten new pilots joired the squadron today, comin;: to us from ‘re 20th
replacement ®n., in Africa. Trese men are 2nd Lts, ./illiam 3., illen,

John #. Dolny, iiobert L. Orew, Enoch 3. Juncan, .erdell Rook, iichard S.
Kin::, James P Dickison, James .., .aines, .eorie .., ralmer, and “ilec C.
wood, Jr, :lajor James i.. Tho.as nac been trans{‘urred to droup leaaquarters
as Assistant Operations Ufiicer, it., william :. Blackwell becomes Squadron
intelliyence Qfficer. i:0 wissions were flown,

2 ° o missions today. wet weather renders the field unfit for flying. Lt,
Trornton ¢au at a o=47 at i.ontecorvino, neaded =zck to Africa, anj tnen
presumedly to tie U. 3, '

3 /et weather; no missions,

4 Tragzedy struck in our midst today when lst Lt. Jonald S, Datten Nas
k:.lled by a German mine, iie, tocethar sitn lst Lt, surchett and S:t, Di

ezlio, ihad gone up to Caserta and vicinity in search of Lt, : eodﬁr, who
failed to return from a mission in that area. ’n 2 secondary rozd near
dvellino, the rigzht front wheel of the jeey in wnich tuey were riding
struck a nine, The explosion of the mine wrecked the Jeeg and caused in-
Juries t.o‘ Lt. Batten which proved fatal in a few hours. Lt, “urchett and
Sgte Di ¢ lio were also injured but rot seriously. altiough very younyg,
Don .,at.t.en vias recognized as a natural flier and an e)'cellent corbat oﬂot.
leed Ly everyone, he will be sorely missed,

5 ‘o missions,

6 iothin;; doing. Still wet, aith plenty of mul, it nicht, some of the
officers and ren ;o over to our MClub" close to the seasiore to warite letters
or listen to the re-ord player.

-y

7 fio missions,
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8 liore new pllots joined the sgusiron today. 2nd Lts. lerschel i, .attes,
Zdward 3, ‘iyan, Jr., Soleman d. Shaunty, John 3. .iatson, Jr., James U, restall,
Jr., and Flicht Cfficer Joe J. Angell all came to us from the 20tn leplazement
“n., Capt, Burt, and Lts, Fischer, Ford, Jreene, :irschherp, .ebster, Crow,
and Vitopil, left the squadron today for some destination in Africa. All of
tnese men have completed many missions, and it is velieved they will be sent K
ome,

9 ilothing doingz today. There is talk of the otner squairaas movinz to a
field near napnles «ith our sguadroa to follow iater, .

10 1lst Lt. Kicholas J, Kasun was assigned to the squadron today., ..e are
to move tc a field near Sattipajglia anr day now. i'nst sectinmns are ready
for nmoving.

11 Lts, .\attes, ttyan, Snaunty, siatson, v.estall, and F/C Anzell were
officially assigned to the squadron today. Mo flying,

12 ¥aiting to move, Ho missicns,

13 We will move -tomorrow to Serretelle 1L/G, Tuere, we are to live in an
Italian totacco warehouse.

1y A rainy day, but we moved to Serretelle L/C. The landing strip is of
turf and looks good, Some of the personnel of the 526th and 527th are here,
but their planes are all at Pomigliano A/D near Naples,

15 One mission was flown from our aew [ield, to bomb and strafe vehicles
reported on road near S, Andrea, laj. Gunnison led the mission, with Lt.
Schuyler leadini; the cover, ILts. Dolny and Duncan participated in the
mission, being the first of the new pilots to get a sortie. No movements
were observed, but the road was effectively blocked by bomb bursts,
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16 One rission, 16 a/c, bombed town of r:ondragone today, Enemy was believed
concentrated in .iestern end of the town.

17 Yo missions today.

18 Iio missions.

19 One mission, 16 a/c, led by Lt. Anton, bombed a hi hway bri:-e over
Gdariliano hiver, South of idnturno, MNear misses observed,

20 Tnree missions of 16 a/c eaca were flown today with objective to knock
out a highway bridse and a railway bridie over the uarigliano .iiver, same
ones bombed yesterday., (n eac¢h of these missions, led by Lt, watts, Lt,
Howell, and Yaj. Gunnison, L of the a/c flew cover, Kits and many near
miszes were reported on the two bridges. 'Lt. .atts, leading cover on the
final mission, did not return. It is believed that he was hit by flak, but
no one sas him bail out or crash, .e hope he bailed out safely,

2l One mission today, armed reconnaissance with 16 a/c, led by Lt, Schuyler.
Several trains, some halftracks, and trucks were bombed and -strafed. Good
news today! Lt., watts is safe, haviur bailed out between the lines N. of
the Volturno kiver, where he was reszued by British troogs,

22 No missions today. JLt. datts returned to tie squadron; he suffered
burns abcut the head, neck and arms, when he attempted tos stay with ais plane
until over our lines, liis experience sowewiat parellels that of Lt. Lister,
‘Lveryone is happy to have Lt, .atts back with us. .

S———— -

23 Again today, missions wire run a:ainst the two bridies over the iarigliano.
First was led by Lt. Schuyler, second by Lit. anton, and each copsisted of 12
afc, with L cover. It is reuvorted tuat the 27tn Croup, as well as the other
two squadrons of our Uroup, have been wcrkin2 on the same bridpes, They are
now believed to be entirely unserviceable. . Co
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DAY - e | EVENTS ‘

2L Turee four ship r.ubarte -aair'e_ Pluwn teviay, novariar peads aod paiivosds
Nortn of borb safety line amd Sou'ly of lone. Seveecal traips and trucks were |

strafud, The cteam locomstive was seen W explode, - ALl « .iiw rfe‘.z;"':-'a.i..\

-‘.-.no.-w--"’com.--.c - f B Bew M AR s s mAWw W b s e . m

25 Again, three § ship o a&bv’b" aure Jlown, YLls ! P covering raals and
railroads lorlliast of lore. .rai’:.: abgerved u2s Inzoqsideralle,  Reveral
trucks gere strafed, and o derman feen left hurning, e rissicus were lad

“:,' e 'm. A" O:., Shor’l}l-laf, l"d .._u“ li. . - (

B ARG G PP L @ P WP AR R TTIES S IO & ¢ D . TE— S B S P - D e B A . o8

25 Tour ¥ sE.i:. Lortin.: migeions were Aicpatened teqaay Lo uaosk sut lerran
artllery pocitions 'ma" Vignane, Lts. anton, are 'm'l.l, Sahuyler and eisle
lod., e mearts sere reewived Srom crount ferceg, lut the Lareat area as
neqyt 1y hnr-he': and strafed,

- e——- - BT B @ AN PER @ A . 6 G WD Y o e o MR 4wy v ——

27 Two A shiip edssions Jm wd un amplacenents on mela ieint, let by Itre,

Schuyler and Shortlidce, 1arm- red explosion w»as cesn 4t ;oint o bk e

28 A very hasy daj. First niscion 413 a 12 gsnip bne, ot ing pun ersilace-

rents U, of tha bomb line. ':.t,. ancn led. DTao of the retirnine pilots te- .
lieved arpne tarset had rean bombed, hut rajority of flifmt sare sonfiient

thal correct ~ne was hit, which was borawe oat by later avents, Tn the 1fier-
ncon, three !, ship miutadl:s were floan over rouds and reilrnads Borth anld
northwest of ‘inz::e ™ene nere led Ly Lts. Anton, Shortlidre ~eul Velord,

Five ~f our.a/e were nit b  flak, Lt. anienls ship 1avirs a laree hink

sam out of his rudder and tail assembly, One train waz Aestroyed, ani

several trucks,

e = - — . e - —— — . —— Sow -

29 Ho missions were floan today.

- o - - e oma W w w o — e

30 Two missions, rne 12 ...xi p and othoer & chips, bombed rallroad brides
over Garivliano River. o uiruct hits were seen on the biridra Itseit, nut
ity aepre seen on the tracks approaching: the hridge, Tt is :elieaved to he
unserviceatle, Lts. lchuyler and eeiple Jed tne nissions,
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DAY EVEETS

31 Po miscione today. (ur new pilots coie Lo the end of tiis month with
their Mrot comat fiying tenind *hem. They are coming throuzh splendidly,
awd the sguadran is Portunate in -etiin:g as rine a vunch nf new ren s taey
are. At the end of L is ..0nth, i%c nurber of sorties flown is 1437, a7 ¢
© ot Lt time totals 2673130 houss .
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1 Cne nissien, 12 ships, was flmm todaye Tt was led b Lt. ol, M. 2.
kofihl, and the town of Pontecorve was the objective, inrcuts, the fli-n%
was to join flihts from the ;%tn ,..nd §27th 3quadrons, and aLl wers to
circle over Caserta on way to anl 0 tar;et, Informaticn was that high
arry officials would be ob\awirc, t"em. Tar;et was found 3nd terted, but
the fornation 4i’ ncw reain with the other ng\mwws s -bacanse of the :Meat
nuker of ‘aireraft in {ke air, ~ po

.

- " S S - e - - - - — -

2 %o missicnc were flown, Cur comsunicaticns wii.n tre sdvante clepents of
th lroup are nct o0de rpquently ’ theyr canrot be reachald by telephone, and
this is supposed to..accm.ni' {or cur failu.re to receive more wlrsirre, e

-’e talle on yesterday's uizaicrns were flown downs lad. 'uanison returned ,.‘rom
Cairo today, where ne had Leen on a S day deteched service, /

- - -

3 an ei:ht ship miszicn toscbed reveral enany a”‘illa"v ﬂositlo':- Just Lortn
of the bomk line, ..t. satts led, iiission considere: sucnaes:'vl . :

L Three L L s'ﬁr rukiarts were ﬂaa.. to-.iaw, all coverin.: roads and radlaave
lorth a2 .ome, b, 20l. iefahl, L. m¥alloamlat, d o"‘-ns»n led dhe £1intse
~evcral trucks were destroyed, and one Wain was dsst-:'mel and snot".ur dama <o

2 su"cQSG teat we .ay nave rad, theurh, aus o:erl‘:alm by oy loge, ae I+
"rrt.ﬁ W Niedet :il*,e ATy, erasted on an airdroms ne aas s4rafiges, a.'.rl nie
plsne *!a" seor to fifinte rate. USweled was s Tine rilot, 3 very cle,

livest:de fellowr, a:w. ras n“*\“-rior.dc. (e miss ait, -lis, ,ai..s, ..acfsa" and
Juyer resurned t.oaay *‘mm the Lit AS'“ .f'est -am. - .

- . > - ane w

5 Ko missisne, Lts, tchuyler ol . ed le left for “est lami,

.,

‘] -
.

€ Yaj. tunnison lsd an * ship mwd rec onnaiasance wisston in \™TA - 0L
areg, ’wa" l"lo"k ereated. s S

.
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3. ilor,ie was.

tostea, 1t. »11He.n- s den left today for tie ,,.,': A :lyde- Zysluatifn

eard, e oa lcen cvcraea; cw'r e ve:u", ;-;w Seurn, ;.m tne .
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Lo miszieng, .ainy weatoor, ?
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11 sack in operatden, with twe nisslenr, - oth sere-fiowhii-ptarts over
r0adis il .-;.+1rmaJs seatl, of . mie,. 4 sonsl -u(‘&t.r At er. oF melor ,""'-"s
viere destr.cyed, aml 3 *,ruimt “n@la a*ra:.l-.... The £1d g Tad Ly 1te is.'-n
axl consisting of o ..c'el;.. «oBs iyan, asun, ard . a%tes, ﬂnccv'mtere‘ 2

.=150's, in the area of .rosincne 4fJe  Ihe me*.;y altorart were sirelfr- at

e.round 200!, (me Lroke and Sled, s_flia my. Y 38 mﬁ, fagun anl " attes

1 rade passes and fired at the rerainin. ..., and it aas.Been to oatch fire
snd nead ta.ru walrd,. dgzm he: Zeat far, t.. - five :zm.t sut, and “e %arted
an attempted slirc, This tire, !.:.-.attes u.ie three pore passes at il

firin; aumerous turste in iz, e 119?- pass coming uo ualer him, aqd clcsirf'

fire at SO yards, The TT-erashed into e hillstie ani exrloded, - There-was
come dﬂu ¢ ag to w:c should get-erevii ru:r tue loss, tut .it, s dec ided tﬁat
it, “attes actually ‘rouzht ‘ain dmm Wte lattes rul! nace ls "e!"-'cwel
: att'-s, and his aicrecs is §5% e"vir: Lty titisbarg, ta, v’;‘air, ot -
victories were ne.atived Ly our lm, 28.2rd 1t, Japes. .., jaines falled to
return, Apparently, e #as nit by li:nt flak, and maibw zac nit hinsel?!,
#ie plane was sne!d.n,, and alruptly turned and plowed #n, exploding vpen
ircacts. Taines was not seen to tall out, ™is ijuiet; likeahle toy had Just
8 few days previcur been recomsended for the Alir iedal, 1st Lt. Henry 3.
:'c’.:ord left us today for Mr.*.ea, lﬂu wil) pro&.aely 0 ho-:m from there, i
hac a total of "b miw:lom.

*

y .q‘-‘- a tar,-*&-‘ o. 'ﬁ\‘ g

o




. Sorensen left for Africa Ynday, and will orobably et to o ~ome,

Bhowt e, @l e Llary, Llea FlaTle Tl LN Zerretelle L/.‘,I Ttely -

c oo ha%lind)
vanvv ef Loverker , 1043, Frorared by WIlllAD S, LiSiedZld.
A 5. B b . N B

N S seses e
. e
LR 7Y wd v w0 - d

12 Three L snip rhubars riseions were flow: <risy, ooverin- reade and rail-
roads north of “.ome,. lts. Lister, ‘iriswcia and Shortlidse led, very little
neverent was otesrved, [t, Jrew strafaed & tri-motored seaplanes at Lake
Crhetello :'avel “ase and desiroyed them. Ltr, ichuyler and .efrle returred
from st Camp, ‘ W e T v - ’

‘N
. L

- o

15 Lt, Schuvlar led the only aission of tae uny, $0 hewt a bathary ol ='x
enem avtillery pieces. ' issioan belleved succes~Tul. . lad. vustus U, fone
Jaine i the synadren tocay. o : , .

- -

1 il missions 'eczuse off rain,. 1lstv Lt, Jares . Joover, “ruairen’
Sornuniesatisne « Sficer, rotiurned tolay after 3 stay of pore than 2 monthe in
tra hospital, e sas in a hospital in T opt, and states thal “e talved ulth
reveral of tie fliers who were in tne faned ileesti »oid,

15 It, .atts received hiz jruvution to lsilain toiay; Lt was dated Tovesber
3¢, Lts, caskeon ung Duncan left for a fes days st est lar;, THiID rain-
{“n . : ‘'

-ilin @

1€ e heard today that Jart. Jtanley ., Mitinky" Purchett would he rcin:
home in 9 flex days. - . ] _ , : "

17 .eather continues Lad; much rain, and field ‘very wet and ruddy in places.

18 It, Fugh P Lavisor left Zor 1h -iays leave., !ost of squudren will move

to roni-liano tomoricow, luaving sxkelewcn crews anl soxe pilets to trine ug
vlanes wien field recome usuable,

. m o

12 ‘oved to iomirlianc :-day. Iquadron vill live in apartmuents, and set up
Jocks sonde To live in a real buildin;, witi: water, and possibly 1i hte later,
is more tran a novelty to ur after living under traes and in tents for so leng,

Duriny 2)l of June, July nd Awmst, and most of Septerber, we did not live In

tents even, our only shelter bein: a friendly tree or tre sky atove, Lt. John

‘e hing a

total of 35 sombet wiacions,

25
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1 One mission was flown today, bombing enemy positions in close support of

. our ground troops. Capte. Watts led the 16 ship mission, The target area was
well covered. Lt. Schuyler, Assistant Squadron Operations Officer, and Lt,
Blackwell, Squadron Intelligence Officer, received promotions to captain to-

day, effective 5 November, o

2 Continuing the close support of the ground troops, three 12 ship missions
weré flown against the enemy, bombing and strafing his front line positions,
Lt, Howell and Capt, Schuyler led the missions. Several explosions and flashes
were seen indicating hits on ammnitions or gasoline dumps.

3 Maj. Gunnison led the only mission of the day, with 12 aircraft, to bomb
enemy positions on the front, Weather and visibility were so bad that all -
bombs were returned, lst Lt, Griswold and 2nd Lts, Urew and Westall left for
Reat Camp, )

| L No missions were flom today. 2nd Lt, Raymond F. C'Kara was assigned to
this squadron today. . .

5 Two missions were flom today. The first bombed the railroad and a train
near ladispoli, a small towmn NW of Rome, The returning pilots reported hits
on the track behind the train and on the bridge ahead of it. Upon request, a
i ship mission led by Maj. Home was sent back to bomb the traim, but upon
arriving at the target ares, the train was gone, whereupon, the railroad was
bombed and additional hits were secured, Some of the bombs used today were
equipped with delayed action fuses, set to explode within 15 minutes to 15
hours, depending upon various factors. 2nd Lts. Harry P. Mathis Jr., Robert
F. Mumm, Richard G. Cldham, Junior G. C!Neil and Carl H. Pierson joired our
squadron today. l1lst Lts, Anton and Louis received promotion to captain.

6 No missions £oday. Maj. Gunnison, formerly Commanding OIricer of this
squadron, and Maj. Home were transferred to 86th Fighter Pomber Group, Maj.
BEdwin A. Bland Jr, was assigned as Squadron Commander,
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7 One mission of 12 ships, led by Capt. .Watta, was sent to bombt communi-
cations at Viticuso, The target was well covered and much smoke was.seen

over target,

8 Two 12 ship.misnions was flown today. First mission led by Lt, Howell to
bomb town of Viticuso. Weather prevented locating assigned terget; flight
proceeded to Fondi where visibility improved and bombed roads and railroads..
6 hits reported on roads. Lt. Weigle's ship was pretty badly damaged, either

by flak, or by an explosion underneath him, He, however, was not injured.

Second mission led by Capt, Watts, bombed the towm of Viticuso. Target area
was covered by clouds., Target was seen through clouds and was bombed and
strafed. Direct hits were seen and L hits on edge of town, Capt. Watts

was appointed Squadron Operaticns Officer with Capt. Schuyler as Assistant

Operations Officer,

9 A v%:y busy day today. 5 missions, First mission of 8 uﬁipa led by Lt.
Howell attack convoy on coastal roads South of Civitavecchia, Convoy was

not found, so flight bombed and strafed railrosds and buildings alongside

A/D st Furbara. Several hits were seen on railroad tracks and buildings,

Second mission consisting of 11 ships was led by Maj. Bland to bomb communi-
cations at Tivoll, Target was well covered and aircraft strafed in dive,

Much damsge was done to the enemy. Again, our victories were negatived by

our loss, as lat Lt. Douglas R, Plowden failed to return, His wingman lost

sight of him when both entered dive., Lt, Plowden was not seen to crash or bail
outs Lt. Plowden's absence is sorely felt by everyone, The renaining three
migsions for the day were U ship rhubarb missions to bomb and strafe roads and
railroads North of Rome, and were led by Maj. Home, Capt. Watts and Lt, Jackson.
Much damage was done to a number of enemy loccmotives and railroad cars. Hangars
at Orbstello Naval Base was strafed; 2 siips and barge heavily strafed off shore
at Nettuno; several buildings with vehicles strafed. 3 gas tanks near factory
strafed, no results. Bullding with antenna strafed, antenna was damaged,

1st Lt. Griswold and 2nd Lt, Westall returned from Rest Camp,

10 Target for today,m‘ to bomb commnications at Atina, by a flight of 12
ships led by Lt, Howell, but heavy rain storms and clouds prevented completion
of the mission, All bombs were returned to base,

~am—
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11 Two missions were flown today. Capt. Watts led the first mission to
bomb communications at Arce, Target was dive bombed with direct hits on
overpass and highway near overpass. Second mission to bomb railroad junctiom
at Galera by a flight of 12 ships, led by Maj, Bland, No dirsct hits were
seen on railroad junction but boxd bursts were well clustered around target,
Direct hits on tracks just West of junction, Antenna and searchlight were
heavily strafed. lst Lts, Kasun and Louis and 2nd Lt, Watson left for Rest
Camp. 2nd Lt. Drew returned from Rest Camp today.,

12 Lt. Shortlidge led the only mission of 12 ships today, to bomb harbor and
shipping at Civitavecchia, Bad weather over target forced flight to glide _
bomb the alternate target; the tomm of Itri., Several hits were seen in center
of tom and much smoke and dust over road jJunction, indicating possible hits
on road, .

13 Only one mission was flown today. A flight of 12 ships was led by Lt,
Howell to bomb a bridge at Pontecorvo, 2 hits scored on middle of bridge
and possible hits on Northeast end. Remainder of bombs were well clustered
in target area, . : .

1 Capt, Watts led the first mission of 12 ‘ships to bomb commnications;
tom of Sora, Several hits in railroad yards and others in area, Aircraft
strafed in dive, Second mission was a flight of 12 ships to attack harbor
and shipping at Civitavecchia, Large ship in harbor was bombsd and strafed
and believed destroyed. Hits were observed on docks and several hits were
seen in tomm, ' : . .

QY

15 Two 8 ship missions today, both lsd by Maj, Cunnison to bomb gun positions.

Target area over Acquafondola of the first mission was well atrafed, Large
flash, probably gas or ammunition, was seen, Second mission was enexy gun
positions in the area of Viticuso, The entire area was well covered with
bomb hits and well strafed during dive. - '
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16 One mission was flomn today. Maj., Gunnison led a flight of 12 ships to
attack enemy positions in close support of our ground troops, Bombed target,
scording good bomb pattern. Area atrafed in dive. Fifth Army reported that -
the target was hit and well covered, and expressed appreciation and commenda-
tion for a successful mission. From AIR LIAISON OFFICER report, Par, 2, Hqgs.
Fifth Army, 23 December 1943, comes the followings "Prisoner of war from
131st IR, Lhth Division, reports a large nunber of casualties were caused by
dive bomb attack on positions on 16 December 1943 in the CASALE CASINESE
area”, -

17 Again, one mission was flown today in support of our ground troops.
Capt. Watts led a flight of 12 ships to attack enamy positions at Cervaro.
" Although hase prevented free observation, target was located and was well
bombed and strafed.

18 Only one pdssion was flown today. 4 flight of 12 ships led by Capt.
Watts were girborne to bamd harbor and shipping at Civitavecchia, but due to
bad weather, flight bombed slternate target of Terracina, Well placed hits
were seen in town and railroad yard. Capt. Louis, lst Lt., Xasun and 2nd Lt.
Watson returned from Rest Camp todsy.

© 19 1wo 12 ship wissions were flown today. Capt. Watts led the first mission

that bombed and strafed harbor and docks at Civitavecchia, with many hits seen
on South harbor, towm and North part of harbor. Large explosion seen in the
ammunition stores area. Second mission was led by Lt. Howell that heavily
bombed and strafed factory 2 miles North of Arce. 1Two large explosions were
gseen with flames 200 feet and columns of smoke 500 feet in the air, Capt.
Kckurrsy and 1st Lts. Carstensen and Weigle left to spend a few days at Reat
Camp, _ '

20 One 12 ship rhubard mission flown today, covering roads ard railroads
North of Rome, The three L ship flights were led by Capt, Antom, and Lts.
Shortlidge and DuVall, Bad weather and consequent poor visibility inter-
fered with the mission, and very little strafing was done, barracks and radar
station being only targets hit,. : c

s




1
Shent U0, 27 nr iy, Dufa BILEN ROOTLA SOV, P ¢
: {Sttian)

Tontt of December , 10L3. Pruorared by __WILLIAM H, BIACKWELL
—Capte, Adr Corpe, S-2,

Ny seees ev—n

-d v Boer LaoJ

21 1Two niisions were flom today, Maj. Gumison led the first flight of
12 ships against enemy gun positions that were bombed and strafed., Second
flight consisted of 12 ships led by Capt, Watts to bomb factory at Colleferro,

J/

Majority of bombs hit in factory area with many good hita, and one large explosion

being seen, causing fires that were seen all the way from the coast by the 526th
Squadron, who followed us on the target, . '

22 Heavy rains at intervals during the day, We got down for 0630 briefing
but mission was cancelled becauss of bad weather, later in the morning,
briefed on mission to attack gun positions, but weather also forced cancella-
tion of this mission, Standby till 1500 hours,

23 No missions today due to bad weather, Stand down was called this
aftarnoon, .

2, Dus to bad weather there were no missions flom today, Upon notice of
stand domn at 1430 howrs, everyons began preparing for a good Christmas Eve
celebration, 1lst Lt, Weigle returned from Rest Canp today,

25 Two missions were flown today. First was a L ship weather reconnaissance,
led by Capt, Watts. Second mission consisted of 12 ships, led by Lt, Howsll
to bomb a bridge at Pmtecorvo. Much dust and smoke at Northeast end of bridge
indicated hits and near misses, Upon returning to base, strafed a convoy of
10 st)itary trucks, damaging 5. Lt. Shortlidce carried a "Christaas Gift®
from Humphrey Bogart and wife, and delivered it to Hitler's boys. The ®Gift»
was a 100 lire note sutographed by Bogart and wife, and pasted on the nose
-of a 500 pound bomb, It was delivered, though it is not lmown whether it was

duly appreciated, Capt, MclMurray and Lt. Carstensen returned from Rest Camp
todq. .

26 No missions today. )
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27 1Two missions todsy. First mission was a 12 ship armed reconnaissance,
led by Majl. Bland. Due to heavy clouds, flight turned out to sea and came
in and bombed highway bridge at Pontecorvo. The seconi mission was a very
important mission led by Capt. Watts. A flight of 12 ships was assigned to
silence a gun position. A very successful mission, Capt. Watts and all
~ pilots that participated in this mission were highly commended by the Army
Ground Forces, and a special commendation was received from Lt, Col, Harold -
E. Kofahl, our Group Commander, Pilots participating, in addition to Capt.
Watts were Maj. Home, Lts. Mathis, O'Neil, Jackson, Nelson, Ryan, Shortlidge,
O'Hara, Lister, Watson and 2/0 Angell,

28 1Two 12 ship missions were flown today to bowd the shipping and harbor
installatins at Civitavecchia, First flight, led by Capt, Watts scored 2
direct hits on tracks in railroad yards and 2 direct hits and near anisses
on an enexy military vessel and several hits on South of docks, Sscond
flight led by Capt. Ariton scored 6 hits on.docks in North part of harbor
and heavily strafed and damaged four 80 foot power barges, Lts, Aook and
Ryan left for Rest Camp today, '

29 Capt. Watts led the only mission of today. A flight of 12 ships that
heavily bombed and strafed a military truck parking area, - Returning to tase,
strafed a convoy of 15 military trucks, damaging L ~ 5 and one jeep. Strafed
bivouac area. Capt. Schuyler left today to spend a few days at the Rest Camp.
- 2od Lta. Dolny, Duncan, Hook and Westall received promotion to lst Lt,,
effective the 15th of December, o :

30 One mission today., MaJ. Gunnison led a flight of 12 ships to attack the
tomn of Atina, The mission was very successful, later report from PWI source
revealing that the Command Post of the Llth Division was bombed out, A
message was received from Aruy expressing commendation,

31 One mission was flowmn today, A flight of 12 ships led by Maj, dunnison
to bamb communications at Frosinone. Due to solid cloud cover over primary
target, flight was forced to bomb and strafe alternate target of Formia,
scoring many hits over towm, Lt. Howell received promotion to captain,
offective 20 December, At the end of this month, we have a total of 2164
sorties, and 3425325 combat hours. Total strength of squadron: L7 officers

and 225 enlisted men,
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