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IME HISTURY OF THE 525th FIGUTER SQUADROW







The stury -f toe 325th Fi hter S;usdrom be,ins ot Key Field,
kerician, Kississippi, when ¢n B Au ust 1942, tne jers:.nncl of the U9th
Bougru.ent Syusurun, C6ti Duwberd.ent Grouy (i), begun vper: ting us the
h2yth Fihter Bomber .'m.uauran. 86th Fi hter Bcumber Group.

After flyin, v aiccesuiovn of planes w-uch includuva A-::0'%s, A-;1%g
sha A-24's, they rececived the ther new h=36's in w.ich they Crue .versous.
Axis roil cou wotor coluans wers suvou ¥t aiscover ah:t & dendly tesn the
plene pud ithe pilots w.uild wske.

The first bit of forei_u soil whick could be cellec huwe wos is
genia Airureae, Al uvris sccugicu (i the letter ;ert of &)y 1Y43e Althousb
ne migeicns were flown frur nére it wus lon, recenvered for itg unifor .1y
iror living conaitions, wind, uust, pcor 1,00 it seursil, of weter,

Uernis, French Morocese, Medouliu, Freneh rorocco, Tefnruuari aAir-
aroie, Al;uria. Tunis, sna Comigc wlld cime fute Lie jdecture 2or a short
while, but it wes not until remching Xorbe, Tunisle thet the first w«ll-
syuadron migsivn was {lown, cn the 6th of July 19[;). Here pleo the f.rst
combat logs wus sustaiaed.

“hile beugea On Gela Airfield, Sicily the squadron c-me into ity
own, ucip, wenderful werih in sugport ..f the 7th Amy's urive throyh

Sicily. Flyiug free deyliht to dusk tlhey Ulested eneny cunveys,  un ogi-
tions, troop ccuceatraticns, strongpoints anéd rvac bridgea. Frow Bercellcue
- Airfield, Sioily the tirst attachs were nade cn the Itelien boot. Vhile
steticned there the cutfit receivec news ¢f the Italian surrender gccn to be
donpered by the bloody battles uf Selerno srd vicinity in v.h.i.ch they tcuk an
important pert.

The fi ht up the Italian z’eniusula ig viell known ond wes supported .
heroicly by the buys of the syuadren. Flyin, frc.. Sele Airfield, Serre-
telle 1L/G, Puuwigliano Airurcme, Marciaiise Alrfield, Ciampino, Urbetelle,
Poretts Airfield, Corsice, Grosseic Airfield beck in Itely, und #ise Air-
urcme, the cutfit, which hea giuce chunyed from A-3G's to K-[7's, goon
opprecisted for their ability to tsxe it oumd ccxe homs, won the regera of
their buanies on the Jbuna for the wondoxful support they ,ave with utter
disreyard for enemy resistente, By the tiue Pies was reaghed all knew that
the *for otten frent® no len,er held anything but flak, 60 it wes with little
surprise bug ..reat anticipation that they received thi news of & jump to
Frence, .

On 23 February 1945 the plaies flow frowm iiaes to Tentonville Alr-
field, France and two deys later the first combat nission wes flown. It was
while st this bass that the last push, which terninated 7 Eay 19.5, wac be_un
on 15 Maroh 1945, With fiont lines moving g0 rapidly they were soci wut of
rangs of the small fuel capacity of the fighter, a0 the last \mr-timo rCve
cane, this time to Braurnschardt Airfield, Gemeny onm 13 April. By this tice
"the ned of the war wes plainly in si ht and gfter gbout tw weeks of full
scsle aud unusually fruitful operstiun the nissions beesne nothing mere t.en -
rcutino pstrols.




L J
Thus on 7 May 19LY wam corileted e oo but history of the 525th
Fi hter Squadron cuverin; slrcat two jears. In thet ti-e role ten 9070
ecrties were flown ageinst all sorts -of tariets, Suct ¢ record cernot be
- ade without heartbreskii:; losses, but with rll ¢ue ¢ nalderaticn to Ameri-
cen personnel end nateriel versus enewy :ire;oner thege 1u83¢s were o
$:8ll as wurk srd training would noke trem,

with the end cf ‘be war in Tura;e ecme lhv. war f unrest ;ortially
mitigeted by redeploynent of thuse amen eleiible fur uvischare. An élavcrete
8p6rt8 prolrat, svoial life --- to whrtewsr degree ; ersigschle ~=- znd extra
curricular nat .vities, serve tc ieep g, :ndrn ers.; -cl sesupiod if nus

ect .ally ontisf ied, - '

Rith redeployrent has cune .'.¢ i:cyitasle shortoge of . en guwer
s inaldy uscegssitsating, on 1 DecezbeT 19545, the constliantion -f cid tarcs
Bj.sar>necy the grcup imte cune Group Heady.crtere te functizn b, tic xoling
of resiurces until sufiicient replacer.essts :nie it popaihle to o cergte isai-
vidually a,ein. :

Degpite severs shorte, e the cutfit utill carries or. &« ver; cue
plete fylng pregremciror Schweinfurt Air Dase. This, of c.urce, ug Otern
dune with cumpsretively few «.f Lhe _reat Lwber of ulenes availoble in
coiott e a : '

Thus thrugh the cuntiniel w:d unfailing .. o.aration of ell its
recbers: e flyin, jersunnel for who: the roup hag its very existance,
tround officers who ,sve 80 unstintinly of their time nud ebilitiec, and
enlisted ren whose job it is to keep ther: in ite cir, on the records =ud in
the vess, the 525th Fijhter Squadrn in uver 2 cars of operstion hes
«sassed s record secoud to ro outfit of ite liie in the thoater,
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1 (ur ground echelon is bivouaced in an olive ;rove SE of Tunis, while the
air ecnelon is at Korba. The 27th Group is also at Korta, and our rilots are
getting ready for combat, and will fly their first missions with the 27th pi-
lcts, Part of the ground echelon at Tunie is busily enyg -ed in preparinz the
vehicles for shore landing at some as yei unannounced soint.

2 SOme of the officers and enlisied inen went swinming at a beautiful beach
Sii of Tunis. e are bivouaced next to the 34th Division, or rather, Co. "WIM

of the 133rd Inf, lany of tnese nen relate interesting stories of their exper-
iences in the Tunisian Campaiin.

3 Seven of our pilots, Capts, Striegel and uunnison, Lts., Burchett, McCord,
Rutherford, Sorensen and Vitopil, flew their first combat mission tnis dute,
with 27th Group plldts. Tae ndssion wus over Siclly, and lasted 1:30. Lis.
 watts, DuYall, Jackson, Stylecs and Griswold left the bivouac ‘area near Tunis

for ¥orba to begin combat flying, : .

L Lt. #atten flew his first combat rission today, i th the 27th Groug,
Lt. DuVall ot 2:00 combat tiwe, but did not jet & sortie. Tne officers xnd
men of the ground echelon are eating with Co. ®IM, 133rd Inf,.; the food is
very pood. ' '

§  Zveryone is speculating as to tie Allies' next nove. Lost suspect it to
be an invasion of Sicily. Larie fli hts of ne.vy and medium bombers are seen
flyinz in t.at direction every day.

6 First sqpadron mission was flown from FKorba today, target being anythinz
of opportunity on roads and railroads in area of Sciaca, Sicily. There were
12 airecraft. 'ission was led by Capt. Strie-el. Some strafin: of rilitavy oh-
jectives was reported.

7 No missions were flown today. lothing eventful,

8 Two missions were flown today from Korba, First was led by Capt. Strieg~
¢l and included Tapt. Gunnison and Lt. Rutherford, remuinder being pilots of
other squadrons, First nission was reconnaissance over central S:.cily, unevent—
ful. Second bombed and strafed bivouac area, store tents and ammunition dumps
at Agrigento with excellent results. Pilots encountered first flak,
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9 Ground ecnelcn moved to “Arizona" Assemtly area neur Cartrape, There are
rany units in tuls area ereparing; for early landinr somewnere,

10 Two micsions wer: flown from korba by the squaaron; both were arred re-
connaissance misticns. Trere is a fine, beach at Lkorbta, and @ilcts svend much
time there wken not flying. :

11 Advance ground party, under command of Capt, Jawes ¥, Thomas, nas all ve-
hicles waterprocofed for beach landing, with extended exhaust pipes. Two niss-
ions were flown today; firut was; un-oventful, but second “successfully tonbed
tanks near Nascemia

12 Capt. Strie:el and Lt, nuthertord vecare elijivle jor tne Air wedal today.
Each has co:lletea § sorties over enemy territory. On a fighter sweep today,
Capt. Strieyel was forced to tail out by rlak hiis. No one saw nim bail out.
Lt. Greene's plane was also ait by flak, and ne was forced to bail out near
Rutera. «#ith intense flak bursting all around him, Lt. iiobert N. Howell cir=-
clec Lt. Treene until ‘the latter had safely landed this side of our lines,

i’

13 - Fart of ground echelon, consistin:' of Capt, Kewkumet, lLts. 3lacksell, Louis
and Tucker, and 192 enlisted :en, went -on board an LCI in Tunis harbor, e know
we are ;-oing to Sicily, but do not know our point of landing., There are approxi-
mately 20 ICI's in the harbor. The advance party wiich was supposed to .recede
us is still in the assembly area. One armed reconnaissance and one tombing and
strafing -missinn viere f{lown today. Lt. Wwilliam Strainis was forced to helly land
his ship on the beacn; he wus unhurt.

1 Landed at Scoglitti, Sicily, 1100 hrs this m rning, ilo one seems to know
where we.are supposed to 0, or how we will jet inere, e waded in throush knee-
deep waher to reacn the beuch, At 1300 hrs, we Lejsan nike to Comise A/D. Saw
rany Jezlian prisoners on the way, and a-~rived at the A/D about midnisht, Zvery
one was tired almost to exhaustion,., .ith the flyin; ecaelou, Cact, Striegel and
Lt. Greene are tack #ith the sjyuadron, and all are thankful ror tnat, Two miss-
ions were flown today. Capt. Gunnison earned Air licdal,

15 Bivouaced in olive grove just outside of Comiso A/D. There are many .'erman
and Italian aircrai't around, some of tnem serviceable; many of t:em are Ne-109's,
All buildings have been Ladly damaged by shellirig ad bombing, some of them com-
pletely wrecked, Frcm the appearance of the barracks, with clothes, bedding,
letters;’ guns, and even dishes with the food still left on them, they must have
evacuated in a hurryl Two Stuka's came into the field yesterday morning, avpar-

ently unaware that it was no longer in German hands, and were shot down by the

—~~
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15 (Conttd) anti—airi:raft. units on the fiéld. A cougle of Spit squadrons
are on thr .field, Onec mission was flown today, bombing and strafing a supply
dump at Corleano, Sicily.

16 Squadron is still split up, with the "advance" party, as far as we know,
still at Tunis. Today, we, here at lomiso, borrowed some K-rations from the
AA units., #ater is a problem. There are several wells arcund, but no assur-
ance that the water is fit for drinking, and we have no ialazone tablets,
Three missions were flown, two strafing and one-escort.

17 e are wondering when the premainder of the squadron will et over. 3gt.
4ill, mess sgt., policed up a German Jater trailer today, and we need one,
Several of the men nave located a Terman bivouac area nearby, and have taken
over a large trailer and a couple of trucks for our mess. Three missions
were flown today with zood results, several locomotives and .trains being
destroyed. : -

18 The Comiso A/D was surely wrecked by our bombin: and shelling. Yot a
sinyle duilding remains untouzhed, and some are a shanbles. lany rifles and
zrenades are scattered about., Today we left by rail for Gela, havini received

orders t: proceed tnere. Three wissions were [lown today.

19 Around midni_ht last night we arrived at our new field, a new landing
strip laid in a wheat field and called uela .iest. 'he remainder of the ground
echelon arrived last ni.nt, rilots are .ue in a day or so, Three reconnal-
ssance and strafin; missions were flown. «nile sirafin; a locomotive that
exploded, Lt, Fernandez' plane was dawajzed and he bailed out 20 mi. N/ of
Pantelleria and was picked up by rescue launch,

20 Busy settin; up for operations, Frilots came in today, part flying their
own planes, remainder by C-L7's. e are now bivouaced in olive srove on hill
near western edge of Gela,
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21 First‘ mission from Gela .est flown today by Capt. Cunnison und Lt.
Vitopil, reconnaissance over roads in Jestern Sicily, - -
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22 ‘Iwo missions were floan t.aday s both bombing and strafing. First covered
roads N and WE of ilcosia, bombing motor truck co.'WOy. Second :mnission bombed
enewy strongpoint SE of retralia,

- - - -

23 Two adssions were flown today. The first soupht targets of opportunity
on roads from Termini to C. Orlando. Second borbed landing barzes East of
S. Stefano, .

2, irst mission today bombed a supply dump near C. “rlando., Second bombed
and strafed ships in lidilazzo Harbor. Hits were scored on a ship and 2 seaplanes
in the harbor, Cover observed L s/e a/c bearing yellow wings and black crosses,
imen cover turned into them tney broka and fled,

25 Two missions today. One mission bombed LOO! siip in Milazzo. Otaer
souzht an enemy armored columne. :

26 :.dazzo harbor Lombed by only mission flown by squadron today.

27 Bombing mission was flown today, tarzet, enemy vehicles in by NE of Mt,
Etha.

28 stand down today. No missions flown., Everybody taking advanta,%e of day
off to visit nearby towns,

29 Three reconnaissance and strafing missions were flown today. A number
of enenw motor vehicles were destroyed.
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30 o missicns were flown today. This is surely a dusty spot, especially
when there is a stron,; wind blewin ., l.any wonder when it rains here, if ever'!

31 A joint nis~inr with the otier twc squadrens was flowr today, with the

. tarvet teing a bivouac area. ldssion was considered successful, 7Today marks
the end of our first monts in combat, Uuring tnis month, our pilots flew 37L
sorties, and ran up 632:55 hours combat time.
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1 Beginning a new month today. 'On strafing mrission in iandazzo area was
flown today. Lt. Col. Stepnen B. Mack, wing A=-3 is attacned to our squadron
for flying and got his first sortie with us today. Lt. Fischer was nit by
flak during this mission, apparently a 20 mm shell exploding on the rizht
nand side of the cockpit. Altnough severely injured, he managed to fly nis
plane back and land it at Agrigento. Lt. Burchett drove over and flew the
ship back, ‘

2 One bombing mission today, with road junétion at Cesaro the target.

3 A fiphter sweep and one bombin:' mission flown today. _Srleep was unevantiul;
boubing mission successfully attacked 3 ships off coast at S. Ferdinando.

L ¥irst mission over Italy was flown today, led by Capt, Gunnison and con-
sistiny of 12 a/c, and bombed marshallin; yards at Gioa Tauro. On a second
migsion, with ocbjective to demolish the town of Troina, a German stronghold,
due to haze, Regalbuto was bombed instead of Troina. Capt. Striegel, lead-
ing the flight, realized the mistake upon entering his dive, and attempted

to tell others not to bomb, but missage was not heard,

S One nmission, strafing, was ilown today. Some trucks were destroyed.

6 Three missions were flown today. rirst bombed roads at Zastern end of
Troina; second bombed road junction at Cesaro; and third put in a road block
in Randazzo area. The area around ilandazzo is called "Flak Alley" by the
pilots, because of the accuracy and intensity of the flak encountered in that
a.rea.

7 1wo bombing missions and one L ship reconnaissance mission were flown
today. ied flak was observed for first time by pilots, ani this is supposed
to indicate tnat enemy fignters are coming in.
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& First nission today was one of 12 a/e to crente roz: hlock nsnr 3, Or-

lando, Second miscion tombed artillery cositions 33 cf iiaso. lst Li. GJrinaw
ael le joined thie syuadron today. . -

¢ A buecy day with four missions, First and second tonbed road intersection
at ratii. On second mission, o3.t, Strieg el and othexs spotied 2 tattery of
AA muns in an orchurd nowr ratti, and upon nis rejquest, a rission of L suirs,
wnich ne led, returned and knocked out tiie batvery, Ine lart mission burled

a highway junction near C. ¢ rlando, )

10 Four missicnc today. First, 3z finter bonber sweep, bonbed kridze and .

" rcad near Fatti., Second bombed rozis at Iarcellona. Fnird boibed and str:fed
artillery resitions, where lare ex;: osions wore sewn after the bpombing,
Fourth mission bombed olive ‘roves Where eneny vehdcles and infantry were
re; orted,

11 ®ir:t rission bombed jun .ositions on .iamiaz29-2. (rlando hi.thway, Second
attacked similar target on tiy of ¢. {rlando, Tuird was on t shi; reconnaiss-

ance miseion. Fourth berbed town of 3iojosa iarea.

12 Two missions teday. First dive tombed ‘atti. Second burbed and strifed
enexry artillery positions near Adrano.

13 ®irst mission today was a reconnaissance mission over ‘orthern Sicily
arnd tne toe of Italy, and was wneventful. Second wa. Uo borb 20 to 32 landing
varzes rejorted at C. Iindari; var;es were not seen and toubs were returned
to base. ' .

1L laj. Tarrant led thz first mission waich berbed a supply dump Morth of
dioia Tduro, Italy. Lt, Surchett 1x«i the L sni, cover. Jeuond mission boubed
a road intersection at Spadaflora, wird bombed anu strafed supplies on tie
t.each at Spadaflora.
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