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Thi EVELTE

1 Four missions, a.total of ninevteen sorties, vers flown today, Lt. pDavis
led a seven glane anti flak diversisn attacl on the town of Fiacenza, Lt.
Finlayson led a iour plane awmmed recce,.and tha last iwd, hich were woth
ilover Joe missions, vwere led by its, anderson and Borello, Lt, Leahy was
forced to land at Iisa w0 refuel, before coming back to urosseto after the
first mission,

Tne formation led by I1t, Sorello achieved tne best results of tae T\
After bombing the town of Borgo, twenty five plus railrcad cars were strafed,
at least {ive destroyed, and six or eight damaged,

Tota) results of damage on the otner three nissions conisisted of ten Hémm
quns dsstrcyed or damaged by Lt., Baranek, a ouilding completely demolished
bj a direct boxb rit, and three Fulliran cars strafed. . -

2 No missions were rlomm today due to rainy weathner.

An inspecticn of ;uns was held this morning, and as a result, quite a
few of the enlistod men have found thiemselves restricted for the period of
one week,

3 iour missiuns, twenty four sorties in all, were flown today, Czpts.
Oldnam, 3immons, rurdum and Colgan were the leaders in that order.,

- Capt. 0ldnar did not return from the firct mission. A4Arter strafing
the Villafranca A/U, he called the fliynt, and said that his glane was -
damaged badly. Before he could et altitude, the en:ine stopped and his
plane stalled and crashed. Lis. bhart and Karrels, who circled the spot,
said that it was impossible for nim to et cut,

Both Capt. Oldham and Lt. kart destroyed one ;;riwnded sinsle enrine
aircraft each on Villafranca A/D on the [irst mission. TWo motor twcks
ueve destroyed and three damages two 20mm un positions, a gasoline dump,
and a supply dumy wese all straed, and sevsral duildings left in flames,
on the other three missions,

“n

4 Mneteen sorties were floan coday, made up of three rour plane missions

‘led by Capts, lurdum and Simmons and Li, Anderson, and one seven plane form-

ation led by Capt. Colgan. The target for this latter mission was a cluster
of buildings, and Lt, Barenek scored direct hits with nis two bombs, The
entire grcup of buildings was in flames when the fli:ht left the area.

PX raticns were gsold in the dayroom this evening,

-y
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5 Touday!'s flying schedule had to be cancelled vecause of ra‘ny weatner.
The beer rat:l.on, elvven hottles per man, was sold in the aa}room this
afternoon and evening,

6 The mission schedule was cancelled early this morning, when rainy
weatner again made flyi..: inipossinie, A standcown was ordered for the
whele day. A

~

N

7 i total of twenty seven sorties were ilown today in six missions,
Cavt. rurdum led an eight plane formation, ana Lt. “rown, Cspt. Colran,
Lt, sorello. Ilt. anderson, and Capt. Suaens led four planes each, One
motor truck was damaged, three gun positions were dami:ed by bowbing and
straling, and a large number of buildings were fired or damaied at several
difierent points,

2nd Lue., Glenn G, l'oore, Rennie (. ilake and George J. frey were promoted
to the rank of )%t Lt., eifective 3 October 19ul,

8 A steady rain during the entire day caused a standdown to be called
shortly after noon,

9 Two missions were flown today totaling twelve sorties, Iu, Borello :
led an eiynt plane ammed recce, and Lt., Anderson led onw of fonr planes.
tailroad tracks were boubed and un positions were strafed.

Lt. Lochow#itz! plane was hit and vadly damaged by flak over the target.
lHe was atle tc et back as far as .fisa, where he made an @mergency landing.
The plane crashed upon landin:', and Lt. Lochowitz was ctitically m,}u"ed
il ig at present in the oltn Cencral Hospital at Ieghom,

10 Lt, porello led an eicht plane formation again today, and Lt, aAnderscn
led vne of three ships, 4 railroad Li'iu.e was b.ubed and a2 cluster of
bulldings was strifed,

11 sive missions, a total of twenty saven sorties were rlown today. ~eaders
of the missions were Capts. Simmons and Purdumn, snd Lts, trown, Borello and
Anderson, CGun positions and grourps of iulldings wers the targets designated
by over Joe, and seweral buildings were destriyed and huimed,

i
M
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12 Thirty three sorties were-flom today, Tney were divided into eiznt
missions led by Capt, Zim:ons, Covingtoen, and-furdum, who lod two of tnenm,
and Lt.s. Borello, Davis, 4rowr and Andersin., Toey were all llover Joe Lar-
‘ets and the most successful one of the day, the four plane formation led
by 1t. Rrown, bro.zht back a srnore of two cngines and froe ifteen to twenty
cars destruycd and approximstely a hundred cars desmayreds

a0l #as received in the syusdrun today of the death of Lt, A, J. Lecho-
vitz, whose ajrplane crashed or an amer;ancy landing at Fisa a few days ago,

13 Phirty one sorties was Lhe tolal of the five missions flown today. Capts.
Covington and rurdux, and Lts, Bromn, Anderscn and Zorello vere the leaders,
_ it, Anderson did not return from ine mission he was leading, Just above
Gmoa; where a solid overnast was encruntercd, his airplane #as seen to i.ake
-2 sharp left turn and.yo into a spiral downwar:l, 1t, Anderson called Capt,
Sim:ms, leader of ahite flizht, anu told him ne was all mixed up, It is-
not known wineiner he bailed out or crashed, and subsequent calls hrousht no
answer, Lt. Anderson-was cne ol the veteran pilots of the squadron and nas
bemn a flizht 1lcader since shortly after joinming the simadron., He had flown
3 sorties agzainst tne <neny. : :

Several sreups of buildings were bombed and strafed, and jun positions
at sevoral different points, - Exact resalts could not “e determined,.

A-military funeral was neld for the late 2nd Lt. A. J. Lochowitz tais
zflerncon., The rifle squad was composad of eiht enlisted men of the squad-
ron #ith /54t lollis vieau in charge. o

1} hree pissions led by Capts. Colgan and Sinmons and Lt. Borello, were
flown today, making a totil of eleven sorties, Cn the first two missions,

32 uridre and a wooded area believad to be occurigl by. eneiny troops, were
Limhed and strafed, The third mission, led by Cajt. Colgan, was the post
succassful. bpesides cutting raiircad tracks in several places, the Sorwation.
destrcyed nine engines, ten railroad cars and twc...ctor trucks, and damazed
five railroad cars,

1% 7Two missions, a total of only seven sorties, were (lown today. .eather
made bombing difficult, but the three planes led by Capt. Covington, bombed
nrougn a hole in the clouuds, with no r<sulis observed, and the other four

B . | ~
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15 (cont'd) planes led hv Li, frowm, found a train of twenly cars, moving
east toward Verona, All the cars were nospital curs and were not nolested,
out tae tranks in front of ihe train were bomoed and broken and the enblma
wAas neav*l\y strafed and destroved,

16 Iic misgions were flown until afternoon. filots were briefed this vom-
in:: cn a special fire bomb mission on a aill a few hundred yards in front
of our troons. Ran two missiorns of =i, ht ships euch. on this target, first
iled by Ca:t. Colzan, and second led by Cavt, furdum, 4 report received -
fran rond forces sa3id first four wissiors mun by tnis Group, including
one of our uissions, waere execvied Woeautiiullyh,

There is considerable talx about moving, and rumor nas il we w#ill move
to .isa before the end of the month,

17 o wis<=ions today with the exception of a weather recce by Lts, Davis
and Finlayson. Stood down all aftemoan,

18 One mission today, an eipht »lane rormation led by Lt. Comner, 4
solid overcast was sncountered around Aoloina, and the boubs had to b=
dropred tnrough the clouds, No results were ovserved.

1st Lt, Graydon S, Brown, a flizht leader, learmed today of his pro-
motion to the ran of captain, erfective 14 (ctober 19LL, and 2nd Lts.
Clifford A. Karrels and John V. Vonner were promoted to the rank of lst
Lt., effective the same date,

19 Twenty seven sorties was today's total, Leaders of the five missions ~ g
were Lts, Brinley, ifinlayson, Borello, 3rown, and Capt. Simmons. All the
missions wera Armed recces or iover Joes and w¢ather made abservation of
results very difficult, Fire bombs were ca.ried on the last two missions

and several fires were started., The formativg led by Capt. Simmons was
congratulated by Rover Jue and Army observers for their accurate oorbing,

20 Five missions were flown today, four of which dz;op-ped fire pombs on
their targets. Cants. Covinston and Simmons and Lts, Davis and Borello
each led four plane formations, and It, Finlayson led ovne of five, totaling
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20 (cont'd) twenty one corties for the day.
S/5¢t Gerald R, Krell left the squadron today to return to the States
on rotation. . o

2

—

21 (ns four plane formation, led by Capt. Colgan was [lown this noring,
and rain foreed a standdown for the remainder of the :lay., Three barges were
destroyed by fire bombs, and two locomotives and five cars, loaded with
supplies were destr yed, and twenty cars were damaged.

2nd Lt. Doyce L. Brandon, Assistant Injginsering Officer was promoted
to the rank of ist Li., eifuetive 17 October 19Lk.

272 ain caused a standdown for the entire day.

First Sergeant . 0. Tidrell left today to return to tne Jtates for a
tnirty day Iurlough, : s
"~ =zight enlisted men were transferred to the 325th righter Control Squad-
ron, and left this squadron today. They were $/5.t James F. allen, S:ts,
Levesque, Neely, (eitvzel, Hardin and Timmernan, Opl. .einzartner and Pvt.
. davrett,

23 Three nissions, a3 total of takrteen sorties, were flown today. Capt.
Covinzton and Lt, Borello led four plane itover Joe rissions and Capt.
Colgen led a five plane armed recce, The latter was a very successful
wission, as nine engines, sixty four cars and nine motor trucks ware
destrcyed, and four engines, more than tnirty cars and twenty one motor
trucks were damared, The four planes led by Capt. Covington destroved a
locomotive, fifteen railroad cars and taree tmicks and damaged wwenty cars,
twvo locomotives and a motor truck, -

LAt party left today for Pisa, where they will set up the line area,
and-get the squadron quarters ready for the remainder of the men., Everyone
is anxdous to learn whether we are to live in buildings or tents, and as is
always the case, runors nave it both ways. '

2 Six miesions, comprising a total of twenty six sorties, were flown today,
Capt. Simmans led the first, a forumation of eight planes, dropping fire borbs
on a fuel dump., Two large fires wero started in the target area and a larve
building was hit and burned,
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2k (cont'd) Capt. brown led four planes. on the most suceessiul mission of
the day, an armmed recce in the Turin-lilan area. Seven steam locomob:.vea,
seventeen railroad cars, and one je-111 were destroyed.

Lts. Borello and Davis led formations dropmnb fire bombs and 1l-ft sev-
eral buildin s in their respective target areas burning.

Direct h&zb hits by Capt. Covington's formation destroyed one or two
buildings, and ‘the three planes led by 1t. Finlayson were foeced to tum
nack after trying to get below extremely bad weather over their objectives.,

2nd it, Carl F. Hernandez learmed today of his grozotion to the rank
of i1st Lt., effective 20 Octovber 19l:,

Capt. Jamas D, bhclfurray returneétl co the squadron today to resume his
duties as Squadre;: Zxecutive Cfficer, He has been in the hospital for
move than a month, :

.25 Cne four plane mission was [lown today, led by Capt. Colzan. HNine
loconotivas, one electric engine, and nine railroad cars weve destroyed,
and thirty eight railroad cars, two wotor trucks and tiwo switeh en-ines
were damaged,

L part of the remaining suuadron persoanel left Grosseto today, bound
for Fisa, but encountered diffieulties in the form of swollen rivers and
#ashed out bridges, caused by the recent heavy rains, Some of tne trucks
had vassed the bridge at Cecina before it ;ave way, and proccede on to
zisa, but most of the trucks and men nad to return to Grosseto and aw:ut
inrtrer developments. : e

-

‘26 No missions were flown today because of continued rains. Lore of tne

squadron personnel left iloday, and after seversl detours, agrived 2t Pisa.

27 Rain acain caused the cancellation of the f{lyin: scheduile,

[ .
23 Lt. Davis led the only mission today, a four plane amed recce of the
Turin - Alessandria area. Three steam locomotives and a highway bridge
were destroyed and four railroad cars were damared or destroyed,

25 No missions flom today. Only a few men are left at Grosseto and are
awaiting the movement of the planes before moving the rest of the equipment.

wi
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30 One eight plane mission, led by Capt, Covington dropped fire bombs on a
. town, after encountering bad weather over the primary targst, Six bombs were
seen to explode in the town, but results cculd not be dbserved, ‘ ,
rromotions to the rank of 1lst Lt. were received in the squadron today for
end Lts. baranek, Dicber, Burkey, Jenkins, Jordan, Joslin, Ctiourke, Stewart
and .ozniak., All were effective 21 Qctober ISLL,

31 Still flying from Grosseto .urfleld, two xuiss:.ons led by Capts, uol;ran
-and Simmons were flown today,

Bad weather was encountered by uoth formations, but a hi hway bridee
was bombed and damaged by Capt. Simmons! formation, and results of the
horbing by Cait. Colgants formation could not be observed.

2nd Lt. John E. Brink was promoted to tne rank of lst ut., effectwe
26 October 1S4,

S

During the month of Getober, 361 sort:.es , totaling 685:30 operat:.onal
hours were flown by the squadron.
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SIRJEOT : Historical Records, :
‘ TO D comanding General, AXII Tactical Air -COrmnand', APOQ 650,

1, Outline History of the 525th Fizhter Squadron for ‘the period
1 November 1%Lk to 1 December 154k,

a, iresent desirnation: 525th Ftr )0, ghth Ftr Tp,X¥II1 Til.
b, Changes in orranization,
(1) Changes in desiznation, assisnment or attachment.
(a) Changes in desi;znatipn: Nene |
(v) Changes in assignment: ‘one -
(c) Chanpes in attachment: None
(2) Subordinate units: None
(3) Changes in Comanding Officers: None
(L) ' Changes in Staff Officers:
' (a) capt, James C. Covington, 0-660?55.4, aptd iq
Operations (yficer, 5 Novexber ldi, vice Capt, I.emuel #, [urdum, I11, 0—197907,

roturned to Zone of Interior, auth Sq, C. 30, dtd 31 October 19Li, \

(b) Capt. #illiam H. Elackwell, O=564823, aptd Unit
historian, auth Sq, 0. 31, Atd |/, Movember 1SLL.
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(c) 1st It, John 3, Rarpster, O=6772R7, apt asc!t Sg
Srerations officer, auth S5, G. 31, dtd L hovewber 154, vice Capt, howard
%e Decker, Jre, C=h2L€5Y, returned to Zone cf Interior.
| (5) change in T/C: ivone .
C. Streni:tn, cm:r.isnjonei and enlisted:
(1) venth of Moverter 1Skl
(&) At keginning: 53 officcr.s; 238 enlisted men,
(b3 uwet inerezsce: £ oi‘f‘icen;'s; 0 eniistes nmen.
(¢) MNeuv cecreare: O officers; 1 enlisted men,
(d; At emd ¢ 5E officers; 237 énlisted men,
d. Statione, |

Y

(1) tisa, Italy,

' (@) Date of arrival: 23 GQctober 15LL (A" party);
26 Octover 194l (""" party),

(b) Late of ceparture: rresent - station,

e, . YOvementsy None

' . fe Campaigns, -
- 1y Sicilian; Italian; Scutherﬁ @.

(2) puration: Sicilian, 3 July U3 to 17 Augzust L33 Southern
.France, 1% Auvust Ll to 2t Auyust Lb; Italiar, 18 august L3 to date, still
in progroess, ‘ '

Ze Operations,
(1} Campaizns: Ttaljan,

(2) Nature of operations: Rorbing and strafing attacks on
enemy rails, roads, locumotives, rolling stock, ctations, motor transport;
attacks .on enemy positions, cccupied areas ani strongpoints,. ueing G/F and
fuel tark incendiary type bombs; strafing attacks on A/D's, escort and anti-
llak diversion missions,

-

(3) Number of missicns and sorties fer month of Noverber Lb:
72 missions and 3%2 sorties, :
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