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SECTTCH T = As&208 OF DISTINGUISHED FLYII C10SE (MYA)

Under the provisions of AR 600-L5, as amended, and pursuant to autphritv '
contained in Circular £, iq NATOUSA, 10 July 19Lk, the Distinguished Flying
Cross is awarded to the following named persornel, Air Corps, United States.
Army, who are .niseing in action, cztaticn and next of kin as indicated:

SO V. SGHXZR, d2., (706355, 1st Lt., 525th Fighter Squadron, B6th rizhter
Gp. For extraordinary achievement while participating in aerial flight as
pllot of @ »=47 type alvcraft. On 21 D-wcember 1944, while leading a four
plane flight of fighter bombers in an atlack upen enemy comrunication lines
in the Fo Valley, ltaly, tt, Cohner encountered a heavy barrage of anti-air-
craft fire from enemy gun positions near la Spezia, . Imrﬁazatelv directing
his flight in a vigorous bomblng and strafing attack, Lt. “onner silenced
three positions and inflicted casualties ugon yer§3nnel. Continuin. hie
reconnalssance at minimum altitude to escape an almost solid overcast, Lt,
Conner signted a larye concentration of rail and motor transport, Deterrin-

. €dly pressing repeated strafing attacks against this objective, Lt. Conner
and his comrades destroved or damaged sixteen Jocomotives and six motor

-+ yehicles before exhavstion of ammunition forsed them to break nff and return
tn base, un more tanan sixty combat missions, his selfless devotion to. duby
and outstanding proficiency have reflected great credit upon himself and the
Armed Forces ol the lnited States. ¥r. J. Verser Conaer, (Father), LOO
kayfair jane, Louisville, Ky. : .

- B
gy comnand of Rajor General CANKON:

¢ — CHAALYS T, AV3RS
Arigadier Jeneral, USA «
. Chief of Staflf
OTFICIAL: .

/s/ william .. Dick ' . -
/t/ JILLIAK w, DISK .

Cclonel, 4GD

Ad jutant General

N

CIATIPIZD A TAUL COPY )
~ z,%m,‘//ﬁé«é%

ﬁILLIAM #. BLACKEL!
. . Captain, Air Corps,
- Intelligence Vfficer
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"STOTION I - Raa DS OF DISTINGUISEID FLYINS Can8S (LIA)

nder the provisions of A% 600-45, ar amended, and pursuant to autnority
ccntained in Circular 8%, Hq KATOUSA, 10 July l9ul, the Distinguished rlying
Cross is awarded to the following named personnel, Air Corss, United States
Army, 4no are missing in action, citaticn and next of kin as indicated:

GLE'N 2. YAXSH, O-T1uu8Y, lst it,, 525th Fighter S~uadron, S6th fighter .p.
For extradrdinary achievament shile participating in aerial flight ac pilot
of a p=47 type aircraft. un 20 iovemter 1544, ~t. karsh flew in a fizhter
borber attack upon an enemy supplv concentration near Bolegna, Ituly. Skill-
fully maneuvering through a heavy overc-st upon the approacn to the target,
Lt. larsh dived to minimum altitude and released his bombs with devastating
effect upon this vital objective., after mibing several straf‘ybv passes
azainst the area, inflicting further damage uzon the enemy, IA4®Varsh joined

.- hig gpmrades in search of: other targets, encountering a1 heaavy harrage of

enemy around fire, Lt. Narsh oecame separated from his flight and failed to
retwn®from this mission, «iis selfl2ss devotion to duty and outstanding
proficiencv in combat have reflecte! great cradit wpon himself and the
Armed Torzes of the United States, Mrs. £lla G. Marsh, (Mother), 27ul
urchard Ave., Huntinzton, . Va.

By command of lajor leneral CaAM ON:

CHA:1=S T. MY«3S
S Briigadier General, ISA
O=FICTAL: - .. COief of Staff

/s/ viilliam 4, Dick

/t/ SILLIAM 4, DICK

' ‘Colonel, A%D . S ————c—
Adjutant General ‘

CE2TIFIED A T-I'E COFY

#-./;ﬁwér/ xx_.\

4ILLIAYW H. BLACK.ELL
Captain, Air Corpse,
intelligence Uffiner
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linazr tae provisions of i« nOU=L5, asg arended, and pursuant to sduthority
somtained in Sirevlar £¢, il MATWP'SA, 10 July 154L, tne Lak-ncaf Jluster
(virst Cluster in liev of tnc Jistinguisined rliying Uross is awarded to the
following nared oflicirs, Alr Jorps, United States iree, citation and resi-
denee 25 inaicated:
-

SILITAM T, JUGAL, U-bT3563, lajor, B2%th iichter Zguidron, Bsth fihier Gn.
Tor exvracrdinary acnicvement wnile participating in aerial flight as pilot
of a F-L7 type aircraft, {n 14 Octnber 1Y4L, anen extremely adverse weather
. forced the cancellation of furtier scheduled Lactical missions, «ajor Col:an
volunteered to lead a four plane flirht of fichter bLorbers on an armed recen-
naigsance wission over enemy communication ;inés'in nortaern Italy. Jisplay-
ing superiovr flying ability and detvimined Lesdersnip as he skitifully
manauvered turovgh neavy cloud formations upon the approach to the tarzet
area, iajor Jol an sijhted a railroad line near Acti, dim.ediately diving

to minimwr altitude in atiaeclk, +ajor Col;an pguided his 7-47's on a parfect
run over theobjective, thereoy enabling tnem to s=core Jircet nits cutting
the line in Lso places. Continuing in attack in the face of accurate enemy
spound fire whicn damaged the four fisaters, wajor Jolian strafed several

railread Lrains and a motor soavoy in tne area destroyin; or uaﬂd'lﬂ; nine
locomotives, fifteen railroad cars, and tio motcr vesicles, (n more tnan

155 coshat rissions, iis outstundin. proficizacy and steaufast d evotion to
duiy nave reflzcted ;reat credit voon himself z2ad the irmed rovrccs of the
Lnited Jtates, .avcross, La, :

by command of (ajor Gencral AN Ciis

2yaeS T, UYHRS
prigadwer Jeneral, US4
«n3 (‘.’f : Stz j‘f

AR AL IV, LK N

/z/ }illiam we wick
/Y7 STLLIGN . DITK
uolonel, A2

adjntant Zeneral
- CTRATRTE) A T, QOFY

' bt A, /Mu

WwILL1AM 1, FLATREELL
Captain, Air Corus.
Intellizence VEficer
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Under the orovisions of At 6UL=45, as arended, and pursvant tc authority
contained in Circular 69, Hg MATOUSa, L0 July 15kl the Distinguished rlying
riamed personnel, Air Corps, Unitzd 3States

Cross is awarded to the followin
Army, sitation und residashce as J'ndicated:

AAlTL n. BIaBza, G=815327, lst «t., 525ta 2ichter Cgvadron, &th fignter
ror exwracrdinary achiiverent w=idle uartisigating in zerial flignt
hevescar 19&.:, Lt, pieber led a;
upon an -..cmy airarore
Displaving rreat courate and suoerior
leadershic a8 ne pressed a vicorous attack at rdaimunm altitvde in the face
“=47'e to score direct
in attack in
hir :=h7 and foor other
Jizber regeatndly strafed the Alvrfizld,
-1(% fm snrz taan

aToupP,

as pilot of a =47 tyye aircraft,
forr glane fiirni of fiprkter norters in an attnel
at Yillafranes 4 Jerona, Italw.

va 10

of intense anti-aircraft fire., ot.
»its and near n:isscs, dama~in: Lwo eneny aireratt,

the face of accura e aneny pround fire whish dern el
danes in tae “m"“t*rm, t,
ing three ;i=lLP's, a JU=%7, and irobably anotier I

Sieber enabtled nis
Joni.i:xuinij

5 January 1545

destrove-

34Y

-

fifty-Lfive counbat missicas, hie nutsta- 'dm-, ,.:flcie.n,v mci steada {ast devotion

Ltates, Lunbury, <2

«nite

Ay comrand oY Pajur ueneral SATITH:

CH

/s/ william ., Jick
[t/ JTHLIAM L, DIZR
uolonel, AGD

adjutant leneral
. NIFA.D A TS Oy

'll

b 4 »
a J:A‘A. T\

Shief of Staff

Lo aate have reflected ;reat credil w.on ‘urrse?“ arnd tne immed sorees of the
‘ - .

')\

et ,
B*ibad*a..r Jeneral, JSa

Y
e, [ Pachoretn

o W XLLIAN H, BLACKFHIL,
' : saptain, 4ir Corps,

intellisence -'fiicer,
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1 Two missions, led by Capt. farpster and it, Conner, were flown
today. The eight planes led by Lt. Conner accounted for ore locomo-
tive, one railroad car, two motor trucks with gae trailers, one Fiat
and a motorcycle wagon destroyed and three lotonctives, eleven rail-~
road cars and nina switch engines damaged.

Several men of the squadron attended thé Spaghetti Bowl “ama in
Florence thic afterncon. The game wis playved by teams representing
the Twelfth Air Force and the rFifth Army. Len who saw the game, won ~
by the Fifth Army team by a score of 20 to 0, reported that there was
real football atmosphere; the wsather was brisk, there were bands, a’
drur majorette, and .iac queens,

Because of the large nwiber of men being away, the New Year's Day
turkey dinner was postponed until tomorrow.

2 Five misgicns were flovm today, 'ﬂcludlng a weather reccedy Capt
Harpster and Lt. Botten. Leaders of ine other four were Capt, -1arp—
ster and Lts. Koyle, Bieber, and Grantham, 4 total of nine motor
trucks were destrOyed and ten damaged, as well as several Fiats and
other vehicies

PX supplies were sold. t,his evening.

it was learned this evening that the entire enlisted personriel of
the Group will be restricted to the area and line for an indefinite
time, because of the increase of VD cases in the Group. Many men
were browned off at this restriction on the many for the acts of a
fen. The restriction does not prevent attending thé movies or going -
to the enlisted men's club,

3 Eight plane missions were led by iLts, Cwrtin and Brink, Capt. Cove
ington flew with Col. Lee and Capt. .lelyea from Group on a three
plane mission, and Lt. Y¥cClees flew with Col., Bates on a two plane
bombing attack on rail lines. A total of thirteen motor t rucks, two
Fiats, a treiler, two switch engines and two box cars were dest.royed
bty the two eight planc formations,

i Five missions were {lown today, led by Lts. Conner, Woore, Botten,
Jenkins, and Capt. Covington. Lt. Connerts aircraft apparently re—
ceived . a direct flak kit and he mede an attempt to belly land near
the town of Berg,amo. ‘he pla.ne cartwheeled and finally landed on it*a

24
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DAY EVENTS

L (Cont'd) back, but did not explode or vturn. Ll, Conner was not
seen to get out of the plane, but there is a "OSSJbl.Lity that ne was
not killed.

5. cain forced a standdown for the entire day.

6 Cloudy weather caused a standdown all morning, tut two missions
yere. led by Capt, Covington and Lt. Grantham this afternoon, The
toree ships led by Capt. Covington,.escorted a Walrus picking up a
pilot in the water, and the eight planes led by Lt, Jrantham made a
recce of the coast, strafing shipping and installations.

T One wission, a coastal recce, was flomm today, led by Gapt. Co'.ring-
ton. & tanker was bombed in Savona ha.rbor w:.th several near misses,

8 One four plane armed r acce was led by Lt, Lieber this mornlng'_jbe-
fore rain forced a suvanddown for the rest of the day.

¢ Four missions were flown today, led by kajor Colgan, Capt. Coving-
ton, Lt, Botten and it, Curtin, Two were armed recces, and on the
otner two, an oil storaze depot and the Brenner iail Line were attack-
ed with considerable damage to both targets.

Four pilcts from this squadron flew a mission with the 526th Squad-
ron, attaciking the rail lire between Cittadella and Vicenza,

{

o—

10 Today's six missions were led by Col. Lee, wajor Colgan and Lts.
Yoore, Jenkins, Brink and Grantham, 1en motor trucks were destroyed
and eleven damaged by the nin¢ planes led by Lt, Brink.

11 Lt. Brink led two eight plane formationg, and Lts. Bieber and Frey
. led one each. On three of these missions, a motor truck and stores

depot was attacked, and a total of ten trucks, one armorecl car, three -

. locomotives, three railroad cars and two Fiats were destroyed and a
locomotive, four Fiats and one motor truck were damaged,

2444



24T

SECRET

| Shset Mo, 136 War Uiary, 525th FTAYTIR TUADYW Pisa Airbase, Italy

ro— e ceee— o=

(Station)

“onth of _ January  , 1145, Frepared hy  WILLTAY 4. BLACKWELL,

——y > ¢t — emmemma s e .- —— . D o G w— o om—
ave e " W BB i W e et CIBATPES . 5 4 . = A 4t e mw . amae

DAY - &VENTS

12 Pive missions were flovm by the squadron and Lt, Moran flew with

Col, Bates on a two plane bombing mission this afternoon. Lts, Botten

Jenkins, Frey and Baranek led four planes each and kajor Colgan led

a formation of eight, iail lines were aitacked and a large number

of cars, locomotives and motor vehicles were destroyed and damaged.
Capt. John S. Harpster, Assistant Operations Officer, loft today

for a replacement depot, from where ne will return to the states for

rest and reassignment. He has flomm a total of 102 sorties over enemv

territory, both as a P-47 pilot with this squadron, and pricr. t- that -
as a B-26 pilot. He has been awarded tne Au' Ledal with five Oak _g
Leaf Clusters, and the Distinguished Flying Cross, : -

13 ain caused a standdown for the entire day.

1k Bad weather and rain a.-rain forced tne misgjon schedule to be can-
celled, _ o

15 =ignt plane missions were led by Lts, Moyle and Bieber and Capt.
Covington, and Kajor Colgan led a four plane formation. The one led
by it. Bieber was an escort for B~-25's, and the others were armed
recces attscking rail lines and motor transport.

FX rations were sold this evening, including six bottles of beer
for each man, -

The squadron basketball team, made up of both pilots and enlisted
men, travelled to the 33rd Gieneral Hospital this evening, and received
a Lll to 21 defeat,

<«

16 Bad weather forced a standby wmtil noon and a standdown for the.
remainder of the day. . .

17 ‘Three eight plane wissions were flown today,. led by Lts, Koyle,
koore and Botten.,’ ‘he mission led by Lt, koore was an area cover for
a formation of B-25's, and the other two rormations attacked rail lines,
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1 (Wive missions today, led by Lts. koyle, b:.eher, Gra.ntham and
Bri and Col, Lee., ‘tail targets were attacked and several locomo-
tives » rallroad cars, and motor trucks sere destroyed and damaged.

19 Steady rains all day long forced me micssion schedule to be can-
celled.

The ﬂork.mg restriction which has been in- effect since the 3rd
nf Janvary, was lifted today, Uays off, three day passes and furlouchs
will again be ziven.

20 ‘Lts, Bicber, Frey and Moore led missions today., Lt. laurice “oran
failed to return. from the last mission when his airplane was hit wnile
strafing rail cars near Ghedi 1/D. The plane <ent in and crashed and
Lt. ¥Yoran did not get out, :

21 Two nissions were flown today, led by Lts. Grantnam and potten.
.@ilroad bridges were bombed by both formations, Lt. roore returning
from the last wissiop , was forced to umake a belly landing #hen he
couldnft get his wheels down.

This mworning, about twelve or fifteen enlisted men from the 8th
Indian Division, accompanied by lajor Bamber, their commanding officern
were visitors at the Opzrations and Intelligence sections, They wit-
nessed both a briefing and an interrozation of a retwrning mission,
after which-Capt, Blackwell outlined the metiods of operating and
accompanied them on a tour of the line. In the afternoon another

_party, tais time with Capt, Shaw of the 8th Indian Uivision, came

down and went through the same routine, Tnese men had witnessed some
of our ¥-47's .in fire bombingz attacks on the enemy dur:.ng the recent
jerman oftensive in the Serchio Valley,

-

22 Today's four missions were led by liajor Colgan and Lts, Moore, ’
Loyle and Baranek. Irom the first mission, 2nd Lt, Paul T. Jackson
failed to return. Ilis airplane was hitswhile strafing rail cars at
Castel Franco. He bailed out a few minutes later and was seen to
land safely.

Lt., Xauk fiew nith uol Bates and Co.L. Lee in a three plane form-
ation to bomb a railroad tunnel at Fornova this afternoon,

248
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22 (Cont'd)} This afternoon another party from the 6th Indian Div-
ision visited the line, tnis time with Capt. zlias, a South African,
in charge. An unwsual amount of interest was displayed by these men
in our aircraft and olaerations.

-

23 Lt. Foyvle led four planes and after bombing railroad tracks, ran
a rgece in tne area of Alessandria, Voghera and Favia. Cne electric
locomotive was strafed and destroynd

Iate in tne evening, three missions from the 27th Ftr, Grp. had
to land here at Pisa because of a crack-up on their field at Ponte-
dera. Capt. Bilackvell interro:atzd 'a flizht of eight,

2L YNo flying today because of rainy weathcer,
# Lt,.Dwyer and S/sgt Duglay spent part ol the afterngon putting up

a J,arge Zuropean map at the squadron arz=a. It will berused as a situ-

ation map, for the vemefit of the enlisted nan, and 15 bein; nade as.

a part of the Inforu‘at?on and tducation progzram, )

-

25 F:we missions were flown tocay. The elzhbb p.Lanes led by Lt. Guan-
tham destrOyed two locomct:wes, iwo motor trucks, and one railroad
car, and damaged four locomotives, fifteen motor trucks and four rail-
road cars, The other missions were led by Lts. Brink, 7~70y1e, Botten
and Irey, and also repe:-ted good strai'mg results, ;-

It. George Frey, returninc, this morning from a four plane recce
near Turin reported to Capt. Blackwell, interrogating him: "I strafed
tWo large trucks but I could not tell the damage because they ran
under an overpass. They had big trailers behind them and one had
tSalvatore Fenelll’ in big letters on it." XLt, Botten who was Leading
a flight covering the same area a few minutes .later called out to his
flight ®“Ihere's a‘truck under that overpass," Li. Frey, almost out
to the coast, heardthe call-and sang cut "Don't strafe Salvatore Fen-
etlits truckl '1've already made six passes on it.n

3

26 :ain and snow caused an all day standdown,

1l
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7 ‘Iwo miseinns, led by Lis, Jordan and lloyle were flown today, and
Capt. Covington fiew with Col. Bates’ on a two plane ariied recce.

28 Four nissions were led by Lts. Curtin, Bieber, Botten and iajor
Colgan. All were armed recces with the exception of iajor Colgan's
wnick was a two plane {light, with Capt, Covington flying the second
plane. Incendiary bonbs were carried and the tar et was shipping in
:enoa harbor. : _

The first issue of the sguadron neispaper, "Thé Eagle™ was pub-
lished today, and was distributed to all the men in the squadron area
at ncontima. ALl the werk on the paper was done by Capt. Blaclmiell,
3/Sgt Anderson and Sgt Day. The first edition was graatly appreciated
by trre men of the ‘sauadron, and especially the cartoon, depisting nigh
ranking enlisted ren zoing home on thirty day furlcughs because of
1trcubles at hone' while men of lower rank canit seem to find reasons
good enough to get one, This first edition of the newspaper was be-
yO"\d doubt a successful venture, and it is planned tc publish it once

every two weeks, - ..

29 3ix missions w:ire flown today, including two armed recces of only

two planes, led by ilajor Colgan and Lt, vurtin, Lts, Beiber and Bara-

nek led four planes each, and Lts. Frey and Bripk. Led formations of

eizht éach. s
F/0 .wbert S, Bell, failed to re‘burn fron the last mission, dis .

airnplane was hit by flak at Brescia, and he bailed oul near the city.

He was seen to .I.and sarely and wave to the flight, - .

30 o:uc missions were flovm again today, led by kajor Colgan, Capt.
Covington and Lts, Botten, who led two, Bieber and Grantham, cail
lines and motor movement was attacked in the western Po Valley,

31 Lts. Bieber and Jenkins led the only two m;saions flom today.
Botn were armed recces, 2nd Lt, Harold i, Locke did not return from
the last mission, ithile strafing his plane hit high tension wires,
bounced on the ground, and exploded., The plane bwrned and the pilot

was' not seen to get out,
During the month of January, LS6 sorties, totaling 980:U45. oper-"

ational hours were flown by the squadron,
(
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SECRET
By Auth CO
525 Ftr Sq

1 kv, L

HEADWUALT S, 525TH FIGHTER SJUADRON

6/iitB/hrd
’ 1 Yar 45
AT 31h4.7
SUBJECT : Hlstorical Hecords.
T0  : Comsanding General, XTI Tactical Air Comsand, AFQ £50.

1, OQutline History of tne 525tn Fignter Syuadren for the period“
1 February 1945 to 1 March 1945, '

8. FPresent designation: 525th righter Squadrén, 86t Fighter
Group, XII Tactical Air Comuand,

L. Changes in organization,

(1) Change in assignment: Reld assymt XXTI TAC, XII AF,
20 Feb LE; assyd XTI TAC, lst TAF (krov), 2O Fet 45. ‘
(2) Subordinate unite; lone'
(3) Gnan;es in Conuranding Cfficeré: None
(L) Changes in staff officerss Fope
(5) Cnan:es in T/n: None
Ca Strength, comﬁissiunéd and enlisted:
()) Konth of Feoruary 1945,
~ (a) At beginning: 60 oificers; 2h6 enlista men.
(v), Net increase: - O otficers; O.enlisted men.:
{c) Net decreae;:' ‘L officer 3 O enlisted men,
- (d) At end t 59 officers; 2L6 enlisted men,

d. 3Stations.
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(1) fisa, Ivaly.

(a) Date of arrival: ¢3 Oct iy ("A"™ Party); 26 Oct Ui,
("B Farty),

(n) Date of de.arture: 14 Fet LS (wAM Farty);
23 Feb L5 (nuht rarty). '

(¢) Tantonville, Frunce. :
(a) Date of arrival: 2CG Feb 45 ("A¥ Farty); 23 Feb LS
: (o) Date of departure: [resent Station.

e, Lovements,
L 4

(1) ¥rom Fisa A/D, Italy tc Tantonville A/F, France.
(a) Purpose: Change of station.

(b) Dates: ®AY Farty: Left Pisa, Italy, boarded LST,
legnorn, Icaly Ly Feb 45; arrived Marseilles, France, 17 Feb 45, proceeded
cy moter counvoy and rail to Tantonville, France, arriving 20 Feb LS,
nge Party; Lefi Fisa, Italy 23 Feb L5, oy air transport, arrived Tanton-
‘ville, France, sam= date.

(¢) All movements atove nuted were by motor convoy,
except t.hat from Leghorn, Italy to Marsellles, France, which latter was by
American 1.ST, and movement of “B" Party {rom Fisa, italy to Tantonvll.Le,
France, by American C-47 transport.,

(d) ioads were ;;ood, conveyances good, weather cloudy
but dry.

f, Campaiens,

(1) Sicilian; Naples-Fogvia; :‘tcme-)\rno; Southern France:
Serman., ,

(2) Duration: Sicilian, 3 July 43 to 17 Aug u43; Naples-
Foggia, L Oct L3 to 21 Jan LhL; 3ome-Arno, 22 Jan Ll to 21 Feb L5; Southern
France, 15 Aug Lk to 26 Aug LhL; German, 23 Feb 45, still in progress.

K Ope?‘ac:‘.ons .

(1) Campaign: -.iome-irno,. Italy, i
o (a) fature ‘of operations: Bombinu and strafing attacks
on enemy rails, roads, bridges, locomotives, rolling stock, stations, moter
transport, a{Q\ tacks on enewy positions, occupied areas and strongpeints,
using G/P and“fuel tank incendiary type bombs; strafing attacks on 4/D's,
escort and area cover missions,
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(b) Number of missions and sorties; L5 missions .-
and 249 sorties, ' .

N

(c) Hesults of most important mictsions,

l. On 6 February 1yL5, lst Lt. Croft Grantham
led a four plane mission ordered to carry out an armed reconnaissance of
the Bergamo area, Italy, Despite a bad ground haze, Lt. Grantham selected
a vulnerabvle stretch of track east of Nilan, and led a2 precision directed
bamb run wnich cut the tracks in two places. . Continuing with the attack,
in the face ol enemy ground fire, lLt., Grantham and his flight destroved
two motor vehicles and two oil drums, and damuped eleven metor wehicles,
one locormotive, five railroad cars, one trolley car, one oil tank car, one
arwored tank and twenty barges.

(2). campajgn: German

(a) Nature of operaticnsy rizhter sweeps and armed
reconnaissance, : 0
‘ (b) Number of nizsicns and sorties: 'l missions and
55 sorties,

{c) results of mest importa.nt' missicns.

1. 0On 28 February 1545, lst Lt. John E. Brink
lead a twelve plane mission ordered to carry out an armed rscon:aissance of
the Karlsruhe area in Germany. Despite a very bad overcast wnich made °
navigallon over a strange coauntry extremely difiicult, Lt. Brink found nis
taryet and led a bombing run snich placed Y'our direct hits in tlie tarpet
area, and then made a secund strafing ass on tnis vital enemy ammnitizn
dump. 1lst Lt. valter M, Bieber and his {light became separated from his
formation leader while soing through an overcast, so he directed aivery
successTul attack against two moving enemy supply trains, three sets of
boubs hitting the trains, with one other set causing a landslide, further
immobilizing both trains, '

h, Commahding officers in imgortant missions.
(l). Named in above mission accounts.
i, Losses in action.
(1) Strafing mission near Vicenza, Italy on 2 Feoruary LS.
{(c) Missing.

1, 1st Lt, william P, Leghy, O-714L51
Canton, Ohio

(2) Armed reconnaissance mission in vicinity of Landau,
tersany and Bitche, France on 25 February LS. ,
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(¢c) Missing.
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1. lst Lt. ailey E, Stewart, 0-8215'56

2. 1st Lt, Victor T,

in action,
Name

Capt. Graydon S. Erown
Major william B. Colyan
lst Lt. John F, Eotten
1st Li. Jonn £, Brink
1st Lt. Glenn C. Moore
lst Lto luley Ee btﬂart
Major iilliam B. Colgan
Major william B, Colzan
Capt, John S, Harpster
Capt. James C» Covingtoun
lst Lt. nilliam ¥, Leahy
2nd Lt. Maurice lioran
F/0 1obert S, Bell

ist Lb. 1alph F, Grossman

2nd Lt. Faul T, Jachsou, dJr.,

end Lt, Rafael ., Marine
2nd Lt, Maurice Moran
énd Li., dJohn 1. Seaneflf

2nq Lt, Donald L. westfall

2. I
to 1 Larch 45,

Date of Act

1l Get b
23 Get Lk
1, Dec ik
25 Dec Ll
20 Dec Ll
27 Dec Ul
25 Dec 44
6 Dec Ll
7 liov uli
6 Dec hb
1y Dec LY
15 Jan L5
29 Jdan bS
15 Dec Lk
25 Dec ULk
15 Jan LS
21 Dec Lk
iy Dec L

For the Commanding Officer:’

~

Incl;
nar Diaw

Extract Copies cr Ordwrs (6)

Minneapolis, Minneseta

Mather, Jr., 0=714L%1

¥illard, Mississippi.

Tl

nsed is war Diary, 3525 Ftr Sy, for tne jericd

Award

- Silver Star

2nd OLC to DFC
DFC.

DFC

DFC

DFC

6th OLC to A¥
7th OLC to AK
éth OLC to AM
Lth OLC to AM
2nd OLC to AM
1sl OLC to Ak
Ltir Medal

Air ¥edal
Air YWedal
Air Medal

Alr Medal
Alr Mdedal

Alr Medal

1 February LS

254

Jo Forumer and present members wio have distinguiciiea tuemselives

/1Lococuw»¥. Al@h/4;¢‘4“—

WILLIAM o, BLACKAELL,

Captain, Air Corps,
Unit Historian,
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HEADQUARTERS TRELFTH AIR FONCE
A, F, 0. §30

SruEZSAL DRDERS L Feoruary 1545

3 )
NULEER 3)

- SECTION III - AVARDS Dy DISTINGUISH:D FLYING CROSS

- By direction of t.he Fresident, under the provisions of Ait 50C=L45, as
amended, and pursuant to authority contained in Circular t$, Headquarters,
NATOUSK, 10 .Jul;, 5Lk, the Distinguisned Flying Cross is awarded to the
followin nased perscnnel, Air Corps, United States Army, citation and
residence as indicated:

JOMF F, BOTTuN, DR2020%, lst Lt, F2Sth Figntwr Squadron, 86th Fighter
Group., For extracrdinary achievement while participating in aerial (light
as pilot of a F~L7 type aircraft., On Ll December 184, Lt, Botten led an
eignt plane formation of fighter-bombers in an attack upon a railroad
bridge near Padwa, Italy, Displaying superior leadership and determination
as he skiilfully ma.nﬁuvered tarough a solid overcast directly to the target,
Lt. Botten's precision riin over the cbjective enabled nis P-}7's to repister
direct hits, destroying three spans of this vital oridge and damaging the |
rail line and & large building nearby. Continuing in a vigorous st.raﬁng s
attack in the face of inlense enemy ground fire, Lt. Botten destroyed or
da.maged three locomotives, twelve raiirocad cars, four motor venicles, ) t.hree
uarges, and two gun positions before exhaustion of aumunition forced nim’

to break off and return his flight safely to base. On more than seventy
combat missions, his outstanding proficiency and steadfast devotion to:
duty have reflected great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of the
United States. Cleveland, Chio,

[ 4

By comzand of Major ueneral CANNON:
SHARLES Ty NYEXS,
-Brigadiar“%eneral, U3a,
Chief of 8taff.

O*FICIAL:

/s/ villiam n, Dick
/t/ WILLIAM w, DICK
Colonel, AGD,
Adjutant General,
CERTIFIED A THUE EXTRACT GOPY

/)p}fywa.amw /-Jéwu—*—
WILLIAM H, BLACKNELL, ¢
Captain, Air Corps,
Intelligence Officer.
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HEADQUARTARS TVIELFTH AIz FORCE
Ao 1”. O. 650

GEHERAL OIS ) ')y February 19L5

NU¥BER = 23 )

SECTICN III - A{ARDS.OF DISTINGGISHED FLY LG CA40SS

By direction of the Fresident, under the provisions of AR 600-LS, as
amended, and porsuant to authority contained in Circular &%, Headgquarters,
NATOUSA, 10 .July 19LL, tne Distinguished Flying Cross is awmarded to the
foilowing named personnel, air Corps, United States Army, citation and
residence as indicated:

JOHN E, BRINK, 080212, lst Lt, 525th Fighter Squadron, 86th Fighter Group,
For extraordinary achieveument while participating in aerial flight as pilot
- of a p~h7 type aircralt. On 25 December 15Lli, Lt, Brink led an eight plane
fornation of fighter-bombers in an attack upon a railroad bridge near
Nervesa, Italy, Skillfully maneuvering tnrough neavy cloud formations

upon the approach to the target, Lt, Brink's precision-~directed run over
the objective enabled his F-Li7's to register direct hits and near misses,
heavily damaging the bridge approaches and the railroad tracks. Then
leading repeated strafing attacks agalnst other targets in thie area in -
the face of heavy enemy ground fire, Lt. Brink destroyed or damaged aight
locomotives, three railroad cars, more than twenty motor vehicles, three
tanks, and a8 number of gun positions. On more than seventy-five combat
missions, his outstanding proficiency and steadfast devotion to duty have
reflected great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of the United
States, Grosse Pointe Fark, Mich,

Ey command of Kajor Gmneral CANNCN:

CHARLES T, NY=RS,
Brigadier G eral, USA,
Chief of Stal

- OFFICIAL:

/8/ william ¥. Dick
/t/ WILLIAX W, DICK,
Colonel, AGD, _ —
. ADjutant General. T
A CFATIFIED ToUE EXTRACT COFY

/P aiig et
WILLIAM H., BIACKWELL,
Captain, Air Corps,

Intelligence Officer.

oY



HEAD,UARTEAS WELFTH AIR FORCE
APO 650
GENERAL ORDERS ) 12 Fetruary 19LS
KUMBER 29 ) ‘
SECTION I - AWARDS CF DISTINGUISHED FLYING CHOSS O OAK~LEAF CLUSTER IN

By direction of the Fresident, under the provisions of An 600-U45, as
amended, and pursuant. to authority contained in. Circular £9, Hy NATOUSA,
10 July 1L, the Distinguished Flying Cross or Oak-leaf Cluster in lieu
thereof in the categories listed, is awarded to the following named
personnel s Alr Corps, United States Army, citation and residence as indi-
cateds

~

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

GLENN C, MOOitE, 0704713, lst ~t, 525th Fighter Squadron, 8fth fignter Group.
For extraordinary achievement while garticipating in aeriai flight as pilot
of 8 P-U7 type aircraft. On 20 Decemver 154LL, Lt, score led a four plane
flight on an armed recornaissance mission over enemy communication lines

in northern Italy. . After completing a successful bubing attack upon a
rail line in the Po Valley, engine trouble forced two members of his flight
Lo return to base, Continuing with his wingman.in search of other targets
in the area, Lt. koore sighted a concentration of rolling stock and motor
transports near Voghera, Imnediately pressing a vigorous attack in the
face of heavy enemy ground fire which damapged his airecraft, Lt, “oore re-
peatedly strafed the objective destroying or damaging sixteen locomotives,
ten motor vehicles, a tank, and a largs number of freight cars, On more
than seventy-five combat missions, his outstanding proficiency in ccmbat
and steadfast de?otion to duty have reflecled great credit upon himself
and the Armed Forces of the United States. FPryor, Oklahoma,

By command of Major General CANNON:

CHARLES T, MYEAS
Brigadier General,USA,
Chief of Staff.

CFFICIALs

/8/ william . Dick

/t/ SILLILN &, DICK
Cn].onel, ‘GD’
Adjutant Qgeneral

CERTIFIED A TAUZ EXTHACT COFY

WILLIAM H, BIACKWELL,

Captain, Air Corps,
Intelligence Officer
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HEADQUARTERS TWELFTH A1R FORCE
AFO 850

GENKPAL ORDERS ) - . 21 February 1945
NU¥BER 36 ) |

SECTION III - AWARDS OF DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS OR OAK-LEAF CLUSTER
IN EIEU T+ EREOF

- By direction of the President, der the provisions of AR 600-L45, as
amended, and pursuant to authority contained in Circular 89, NATOUSA, 10

July~194);, the Distinguished Flying Cross or Oak-Leaf Cluster in lieu thereof,
in the categories listed, 1s awarded to the following named personnel, Air

Corps, United States Army, citation and residence as indicated:

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

RILEY E, STEKART, 0821556, lst Lt, 525th Fighter Squadron, 86th Fighter
Group. ror extraordinary achievement while participating in aerial flight
as pilot of a P-U47 type aircraft, On 27 December 19L4, Lt. Stewart flaw
in a fightar-bomber attack upon 8 railrcad bridge near Nervesa,: Italy,
Upon the approach to the target, shell fragments from intense anti-air-
craft fire damaged his aircraft. Courageocusly maintaining his crippled
plane in Perfect formation in the face of this accurate barrage, Lt. Stew-

art released his bombs with devastating effect upon this wvital objective.
Continuing in attack, Lt. Stewart strafed other enemy tarzets in the area
destroying or damaging four locomotives and four motor tranaports and
aided in exploding a fuel train before breaking off and returning safely .
to base. On eighty combat missigns, his outstanding proficiency and stead-
fast devotion to duty have reflected great credit upon himself and the ,
Armed Forces of the United States. Minneapolis, Minn,

By command of Major General CANNCN;
Q
CHARLES T, MYERS .
Brigadier General, USA,
OFFICIAL: . Chief of Staff.
/s/ William ¢, Dick _
/t/ WILLIAM w, DICK
© Colonel, AGD,
tdjutant General, CEATIFIED A TRE EX’I‘RACT COPY

/Mp- o AL /Jéc.odfc/%
NILLIAKM H, BLACKWELL,
Captain, Alr Corps,

) - Intelligence Qfficer.
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HEADJUARTERS TWELFTH AIH FORCE
AFU 650
GENERAL OXDERS ) ' 1 February 1945
NUMBER * 2l )
SECTICN I - AYARDS OF SILVER STAR

By directicn of the rresident, under the provisions of AR 600=45, as
amended, and pursuant to anthority contained in Circular 85, Hq NATOUSA,
10 July 19k, the Silver 3tar is awarded to the following named personnel
Air Corps, United States Army, citation and resldence as indicated:

GHAYDON S. BuoOnli, 0607252, Capt, 525th Fighter Squadron, 86th Fighter
Group. For gallantry in actioa. On 1L VYctober 194k, when extremely ad-
verse weather forced the cancellation of all scheduled missions, Capte.
Brown volunteered to fly in a four plane flight of fighter-bombers on an
arped reconnaissance mission over enemy communication lines in Northern
Ttaly., Skillfwlly maneuvering through a heavy overcast upon the approach
to the target, Capt. Bromn dived tarough an opening in the clouds and re-
leased his pombs with precision accuracy on a rail line near Asti, cutting
the tracks, thereby tlocking a vital link in enemy communication lines.
tejoining bhis flight, Capt, Brown strafed several rallroad trains in the
area before shell fragments from intense anti-aircraft [ire heavily damaged
.nis airplane. Determinedly ‘maintaining his crippled plane in formationin
the face of this accurate barrage, Cast. Brown continuei in-a vigorous
strafing atiack against other targets, contributing to the destraction cf
er damage Lo nine locomclives, more than fifteen rail cars, and two ve-
nicles tefcre exhaustion ofyammunition forced him to break off and return
to base. His gallant devefion to duty and outstanding proficiency in
comoat reflect greal credit uypon Limself and the Armed Forces of the
United States, Seneca Falls, i. Y.

VN

~,
N~

By command of ¥ajor General CANZJO&,_;J -

CHARLES T, My=eS
Brigadier General, US4

OrFICIAL: ’ Chief of Staff.
‘ /s/ iiflliam #. Dick .
/t/ «ILLTAN 4, DICK :
COlQnel, AGD,
Adjutant General CEATIFIED A TRUE EXTRACT COPY

A_,er—/ M—L&_

. ‘FILLIA}.! H, BLACWE'
Captain, Alir Corps,
Intelligence Officer
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HEADJUARTSARS TYELFTH AIX FOICE

- 410 650
G2 tAL OUDERS ) 1 February 1545
NULBER el )

SECTIS: 1V - Awhtl UF QAK~LEAF CLUSTZR TQ DISTINGUISHEZD FLYING CROSS

By direction of the Fresident, under the provisions of AR ACO=L5, as
amended. and pursuant to authority ccntained in Ciceular 85, Hq NATOUSA,
10 July 15LL, the Qak~Leaf Cluster (second’ cluster) in lieu of the
Distinguished Flying Cross is awarded to the following named officer,

Air Corps, United States Armmy, citation and residence as indicated:

~ILLTAM B, COLCAYN, 0673943, Major, 525th Fighter Sguadron, 60th Fighter
Group.  For extraordinary achievamvent wiile participating in aerial flight
as pilot of a I<~L7 type aircraft, Om 23 Uctoher 15k, Maior Colwan led a
six plane formation of [ighter-hombers in an attack upon™a concentration
of rolling stock near Vicenza, Italy. Oispdaying superior leadership and
resourcefulnesa as he skillfully maneuvered through extremely adverse
weather upon tne apiroach to tne target, %ajor Colganis precision-directed
run over the objective enabled his F-47's to score direct hits, destroying
or damaging more than sixty cars., Despite a heavy barraze of enemy ground
fire, Major Colian onickly reformed hils [light and repeatedly strafed tne
area, destroying or damaging thirteen locomotives, thirty railrocad cars,
and thirty motor transports beforg erhaustion of ammunition forced him to

break off and return to base. On more tnan 170 combat missions, his out-

standing proficiency and steadfast devoticn to duty have reflected great
credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of the United States. Waycross, Ga.

By command cf kajor General CAniON:

CHARLES T, MY:IRS
Arigadisr General, UCA,
GFFICIAL: ‘ Unief of 3taff.
/s/ 43illiam . Dick
/t/ GILLIAN vi, DICK
Colonel, AGD,

Adjutant General CL&TIFIED A THUR EXT2ACT COFY

J
/rw\_./ :...‘.-..n-*'/ W
WILLIAY H., BLACKwELL,
Captain, Air Gorps,
Intelligence VYrficer,
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Sneet Mo. 10 “ar Diary, 525th FTAMTIY ©7UiD?. Pisa Alrbase, Italy

(Station)
onth oy _ February | 1515, frepared hy  UILLTAM™ . BLACKETL,
2 Car+ain, 4ir Corps,; S-2.
DLY ‘ - ZVENTS

1 Rain caused a standdown for the entire day.

2 A two plane weather recée by Lts. Moore and iliyte waa the only
activity the day, Continued rains made further flying impossibla.
The sq on basketball team nosed out the 105th Station Hospital
tonite by the score of 34 to 3l.
Capt,’ Jawes D. Mciirray, squadron executive officer, waa promoted
to tne rank of Major today. - :

V4

3 iain again today and no flying. {

The basketball. team dropped a loosely played game to the 27th
Field Artillexry team by a score of 32 to 22 this afterncon. It was
the first league defeat againgt thres wins.

A general squadron inspection of quarters was conducted by Major
Mciurray this morning, and chemical warfare equipment was inspected
by Capt. Garstensen,

Major Colgan showed cambat films to the enlisted men in the squad-—
ron mess hall this evening, .

L Four migsions were flown today, led by iajor Colgan, and Lts.
.Curtin, Wozniak and Jenking, iail lines were bombed and recces car-
ried out by tne three formations, and the eight planes led by Jte
Curtin went on an anti flak diversion for & formation of B~25 s.

} : .

-

v P
5 Four missions were flown against reil lines and bridges with Xajor-
Colgan, Capt. Covington and Lta, loyle and Botten leading the form—
ations,

lst Lt, Willigm P, Leahy did not return from the first mission,

Wihile trying to evade enemy fire, he was apparently hit directly, and
the leader of the formation, Lt. Botten, saw the plane crash and ex~
plode. He's being carried as NIA, since thers.is a possibility,
slight though it is, that he may have gottan out, Bill leahy is certain-
ly missed around the squadran; & big likeable Irish fellow, a good ath-
lete, he holds the Silver Star for gallantry in action,
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Sneet Yo. 41 ‘iar Liary, 520th FTRUTIT 04071, Pisa Airbase, , Ttaly
(Station)
“onth of  February | 1¢L5, Frepared hy . ILLTA™ I, BLACKHELL,

Cartain, 4ir Corps. S-2.
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D4y EVEITS

6 Missions were led by Kajor Col;an, c:pt. Covington, Lts. loyle and
Grantham, and & three plane flight was led by Col, Lee. Xail bridges
were bonbed on all the nmissions,

s
7 The first mission toiay was made up of two pilots from each of the
three squadrons, and was led by Major Colgan. The mission was a photo
recce, and strafing sweeps were carried out on motor and ra.il move=~
ment in the central and western Po Valley,
Capt, Covington and its. Bieber, Botten and Moyle also led missions
against rail movement and bridzes,

8 Lt. ‘wrtin flew with Col, Lee on an amed recce, aiter dropping
fire bombs on gun positions, and in addition, Major Colgzan led two
missions, and Capt. Covington and Lts., Moore, Curtin, Grantham and
Batten ane each, attacidng occupied towns and areas.

9 A standdown was called today because of bad weather,

lst Lt. William F, Curtin was today appointed assistant squadron
operations officer, replac:.ng Capt, darpster, wno returned to the
states recently,

PX rations were issued this evening, . -

A sex morality lecture was given by Capt Clinton to the anlisted
men this evening in the mess hall.

10 Four missions were flown today, two of them led by Lt. Movyle,
and the others led by Lts, Bieber and Baranek. Iire bombs were car-
ried by Lt. Moyle's twelve planes and dropped on gun positions at la
Spezia, the otner missions attacked rail and road bridges.

'
~

1l Today was & busy day. In addition to our normal missions, all
sections had to pack up equimment o be rsidy to move in forty eight
nours, The outfit is supposed to move to France, and most of us hope
the move won't be cancelled this time, ' Last summer while we were in
Corsica, we were scheduled to move to France, but the rapidity of the
southern France invasion kept them frcm needing all the airpower they
were supposed to get.







