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Under the provisions of AR 600-L5, as amended, and pursuant to autphritv '
contained in Circular £, iq NATOUSA, 10 July 19Lk, the Distinguished Flying
Cross is awarded to the following named persornel, Air Corps, United States.
Army, who are .niseing in action, cztaticn and next of kin as indicated:

SO V. SGHXZR, d2., (706355, 1st Lt., 525th Fighter Squadron, B6th rizhter
Gp. For extraordinary achievement while participating in aerial flight as
pllot of @ »=47 type alvcraft. On 21 D-wcember 1944, while leading a four
plane flight of fighter bombers in an atlack upen enemy comrunication lines
in the Fo Valley, ltaly, tt, Cohner encountered a heavy barrage of anti-air-
craft fire from enemy gun positions near la Spezia, . Imrﬁazatelv directing
his flight in a vigorous bomblng and strafing attack, Lt. “onner silenced
three positions and inflicted casualties ugon yer§3nnel. Continuin. hie
reconnalssance at minimum altitude to escape an almost solid overcast, Lt,
Conner signted a larye concentration of rail and motor transport, Deterrin-

. €dly pressing repeated strafing attacks against this objective, Lt. Conner
and his comrades destroved or damaged sixteen Jocomotives and six motor

-+ yehicles before exhavstion of ammunition forsed them to break nff and return
tn base, un more tanan sixty combat missions, his selfless devotion to. duby
and outstanding proficiency have reflected great credit upon himself and the
Armed Forces ol the lnited States. ¥r. J. Verser Conaer, (Father), LOO
kayfair jane, Louisville, Ky. : .

- B
gy comnand of Rajor General CANKON:

¢ — CHAALYS T, AV3RS
Arigadier Jeneral, USA «
. Chief of Staflf
OTFICIAL: .

/s/ william .. Dick ' . -
/t/ JILLIAK w, DISK .

Cclonel, 4GD

Ad jutant General

N

CIATIPIZD A TAUL COPY )
~ z,%m,‘//ﬁé«é%

ﬁILLIAM #. BLACKEL!
. . Captain, Air Corps,
- Intelligence Vfficer
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"STOTION I - Raa DS OF DISTINGUISEID FLYINS Can8S (LIA)

nder the provisions of A% 600-45, ar amended, and pursuant to autnority
ccntained in Circular 8%, Hq KATOUSA, 10 July l9ul, the Distinguished rlying
Cross is awarded to the following named personnel, Air Corss, United States
Army, 4no are missing in action, citaticn and next of kin as indicated:

GLE'N 2. YAXSH, O-T1uu8Y, lst it,, 525th Fighter S~uadron, S6th fighter .p.
For extradrdinary achievament shile participating in aerial flight ac pilot
of a p=47 type aircraft. un 20 iovemter 1544, ~t. karsh flew in a fizhter
borber attack upon an enemy supplv concentration near Bolegna, Ituly. Skill-
fully maneuvering through a heavy overc-st upon the approacn to the target,
Lt. larsh dived to minimum altitude and released his bombs with devastating
effect upon this vital objective., after mibing several straf‘ybv passes
azainst the area, inflicting further damage uzon the enemy, IA4®Varsh joined

.- hig gpmrades in search of: other targets, encountering a1 heaavy harrage of

enemy around fire, Lt. Narsh oecame separated from his flight and failed to
retwn®from this mission, «iis selfl2ss devotion to duty and outstanding
proficiencv in combat have reflecte! great cradit wpon himself and the
Armed Torzes of the United States, Mrs. £lla G. Marsh, (Mother), 27ul
urchard Ave., Huntinzton, . Va.

By command of lajor leneral CaAM ON:

CHA:1=S T. MY«3S
S Briigadier General, ISA
O=FICTAL: - .. COief of Staff

/s/ viilliam 4, Dick

/t/ SILLIAM 4, DICK

' ‘Colonel, A%D . S ————c—
Adjutant General ‘

CE2TIFIED A T-I'E COFY

#-./;ﬁwér/ xx_.\

4ILLIAYW H. BLACK.ELL
Captain, Air Corpse,
intelligence Uffiner




2453

*.

Gl CHDLAS 1% January 1545

e Ny

NLREY 11

TECTIAD IV = AwidS 1 LAf=Liar SLUST e PO DY CTILSVISH Y VIV ORT 0SS

linazr tae provisions of i« nOU=L5, asg arended, and pursuant to sduthority
somtained in Sirevlar £¢, il MATWP'SA, 10 July 154L, tne Lak-ncaf Jluster
(virst Cluster in liev of tnc Jistinguisined rliying Uross is awarded to the
following nared oflicirs, Alr Jorps, United States iree, citation and resi-
denee 25 inaicated:
-

SILITAM T, JUGAL, U-bT3563, lajor, B2%th iichter Zguidron, Bsth fihier Gn.
Tor exvracrdinary acnicvement wnile participating in aerial flight as pilot
of a F-L7 type aircraft, {n 14 Octnber 1Y4L, anen extremely adverse weather
. forced the cancellation of furtier scheduled Lactical missions, «ajor Col:an
volunteered to lead a four plane flirht of fichter bLorbers on an armed recen-
naigsance wission over enemy communication ;inés'in nortaern Italy. Jisplay-
ing superiovr flying ability and detvimined Lesdersnip as he skitifully
manauvered turovgh neavy cloud formations upon the approach to the tarzet
area, iajor Jol an sijhted a railroad line near Acti, dim.ediately diving

to minimwr altitude in atiaeclk, +ajor Col;an pguided his 7-47's on a parfect
run over theobjective, thereoy enabling tnem to s=core Jircet nits cutting
the line in Lso places. Continuing in attack in the face of accurate enemy
spound fire whicn damaged the four fisaters, wajor Jolian strafed several

railread Lrains and a motor soavoy in tne area destroyin; or uaﬂd'lﬂ; nine
locomotives, fifteen railroad cars, and tio motcr vesicles, (n more tnan

155 coshat rissions, iis outstundin. proficizacy and steaufast d evotion to
duiy nave reflzcted ;reat credit voon himself z2ad the irmed rovrccs of the
Lnited Jtates, .avcross, La, :

by command of (ajor Gencral AN Ciis

2yaeS T, UYHRS
prigadwer Jeneral, US4
«n3 (‘.’f : Stz j‘f

AR AL IV, LK N

/z/ }illiam we wick
/Y7 STLLIGN . DITK
uolonel, A2

adjntant Zeneral
- CTRATRTE) A T, QOFY

' bt A, /Mu

WwILL1AM 1, FLATREELL
Captain, Air Corus.
Intellizence VEficer
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Under the orovisions of At 6UL=45, as arended, and pursvant tc authority
contained in Circular 69, Hg MATOUSa, L0 July 15kl the Distinguished rlying
riamed personnel, Air Corps, Unitzd 3States

Cross is awarded to the followin
Army, sitation und residashce as J'ndicated:

AAlTL n. BIaBza, G=815327, lst «t., 525ta 2ichter Cgvadron, &th fignter
ror exwracrdinary achiiverent w=idle uartisigating in zerial flignt
hevescar 19&.:, Lt, pieber led a;
upon an -..cmy airarore
Displaving rreat courate and suoerior
leadershic a8 ne pressed a vicorous attack at rdaimunm altitvde in the face
“=47'e to score direct
in attack in
hir :=h7 and foor other
Jizber regeatndly strafed the Alvrfizld,
-1(% fm snrz taan

aToupP,

as pilot of a =47 tyye aircraft,
forr glane fiirni of fiprkter norters in an attnel
at Yillafranes 4 Jerona, Italw.

va 10

of intense anti-aircraft fire., ot.
»its and near n:isscs, dama~in: Lwo eneny aireratt,

the face of accura e aneny pround fire whish dern el
danes in tae “m"“t*rm, t,
ing three ;i=lLP's, a JU=%7, and irobably anotier I

Sieber enabtled nis
Joni.i:xuinij

5 January 1545

destrove-

34Y

-

fifty-Lfive counbat missicas, hie nutsta- 'dm-, ,.:flcie.n,v mci steada {ast devotion

Ltates, Lunbury, <2

«nite

Ay comrand oY Pajur ueneral SATITH:
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/s/ william ., Jick
[t/ JTHLIAM L, DIZR
uolonel, AGD

adjutant leneral
. NIFA.D A TS Oy
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b 4 »
a J:A‘A. T\

Shief of Staff

Lo aate have reflected ;reat credil w.on ‘urrse?“ arnd tne immed sorees of the
‘ - .
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et ,
B*ibad*a..r Jeneral, JSa

Y
e, [ Pachoretn

o W XLLIAN H, BLACKFHIL,
' : saptain, 4ir Corps,

intellisence -'fiicer,
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1 Two missions, led by Capt. farpster and it, Conner, were flown
today. The eight planes led by Lt. Conner accounted for ore locomo-
tive, one railroad car, two motor trucks with gae trailers, one Fiat
and a motorcycle wagon destroyed and three lotonctives, eleven rail-~
road cars and nina switch engines damaged.

Several men of the squadron attended thé Spaghetti Bowl “ama in
Florence thic afterncon. The game wis playved by teams representing
the Twelfth Air Force and the rFifth Army. Len who saw the game, won ~
by the Fifth Army team by a score of 20 to 0, reported that there was
real football atmosphere; the wsather was brisk, there were bands, a’
drur majorette, and .iac queens,

Because of the large nwiber of men being away, the New Year's Day
turkey dinner was postponed until tomorrow.

2 Five misgicns were flovm today, 'ﬂcludlng a weather reccedy Capt
Harpster and Lt. Botten. Leaders of ine other four were Capt, -1arp—
ster and Lts. Koyle, Bieber, and Grantham, 4 total of nine motor
trucks were destrOyed and ten damaged, as well as several Fiats and
other vehicies

PX supplies were sold. t,his evening.

it was learned this evening that the entire enlisted personriel of
the Group will be restricted to the area and line for an indefinite
time, because of the increase of VD cases in the Group. Many men
were browned off at this restriction on the many for the acts of a
fen. The restriction does not prevent attending thé movies or going -
to the enlisted men's club,

3 Eight plane missions were led by iLts, Cwrtin and Brink, Capt. Cove
ington flew with Col. Lee and Capt. .lelyea from Group on a three
plane mission, and Lt. Y¥cClees flew with Col., Bates on a two plane
bombing attack on rail lines. A total of thirteen motor t rucks, two
Fiats, a treiler, two switch engines and two box cars were dest.royed
bty the two eight planc formations,

i Five missions were {lown today, led by Lts. Conner, Woore, Botten,
Jenkins, and Capt. Covington. Lt. Connerts aircraft apparently re—
ceived . a direct flak kit and he mede an attempt to belly land near
the town of Berg,amo. ‘he pla.ne cartwheeled and finally landed on it*a
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DAY EVENTS

L (Cont'd) back, but did not explode or vturn. Ll, Conner was not
seen to get out of the plane, but there is a "OSSJbl.Lity that ne was
not killed.

5. cain forced a standdown for the entire day.

6 Cloudy weather caused a standdown all morning, tut two missions
yere. led by Capt, Covington and Lt. Grantham this afternoon, The
toree ships led by Capt. Covington,.escorted a Walrus picking up a
pilot in the water, and the eight planes led by Lt, Jrantham made a
recce of the coast, strafing shipping and installations.

T One wission, a coastal recce, was flomm today, led by Gapt. Co'.ring-
ton. & tanker was bombed in Savona ha.rbor w:.th several near misses,

8 One four plane armed r acce was led by Lt, Lieber this mornlng'_jbe-
fore rain forced a suvanddown for the rest of the day.

¢ Four missions were flown today, led by kajor Colgan, Capt. Coving-
ton, Lt, Botten and it, Curtin, Two were armed recces, and on the
otner two, an oil storaze depot and the Brenner iail Line were attack-
ed with considerable damage to both targets.

Four pilcts from this squadron flew a mission with the 526th Squad-
ron, attaciking the rail lire between Cittadella and Vicenza,

{

o—

10 Today's six missions were led by Col. Lee, wajor Colgan and Lts.
Yoore, Jenkins, Brink and Grantham, 1en motor trucks were destroyed
and eleven damaged by the nin¢ planes led by Lt, Brink.

11 Lt. Brink led two eight plane formationg, and Lts. Bieber and Frey
. led one each. On three of these missions, a motor truck and stores

depot was attacked, and a total of ten trucks, one armorecl car, three -

. locomotives, three railroad cars and two Fiats were destroyed and a
locomotive, four Fiats and one motor truck were damaged,

2444
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12 Pive missions were flovm by the squadron and Lt, Moran flew with

Col, Bates on a two plane bombing mission this afternoon. Lts, Botten

Jenkins, Frey and Baranek led four planes each and kajor Colgan led

a formation of eight, iail lines were aitacked and a large number

of cars, locomotives and motor vehicles were destroyed and damaged.
Capt. John S. Harpster, Assistant Operations Officer, loft today

for a replacement depot, from where ne will return to the states for

rest and reassignment. He has flomm a total of 102 sorties over enemv

territory, both as a P-47 pilot with this squadron, and pricr. t- that -
as a B-26 pilot. He has been awarded tne Au' Ledal with five Oak _g
Leaf Clusters, and the Distinguished Flying Cross, : -

13 ain caused a standdown for the entire day.

1k Bad weather and rain a.-rain forced tne misgjon schedule to be can-
celled, _ o

15 =ignt plane missions were led by Lts, Moyle and Bieber and Capt.
Covington, and Kajor Colgan led a four plane formation. The one led
by it. Bieber was an escort for B~-25's, and the others were armed
recces attscking rail lines and motor transport.

FX rations were sold this evening, including six bottles of beer
for each man, -

The squadron basketball team, made up of both pilots and enlisted
men, travelled to the 33rd Gieneral Hospital this evening, and received
a Lll to 21 defeat,

<«

16 Bad weather forced a standby wmtil noon and a standdown for the.
remainder of the day. . .

17 ‘Three eight plane wissions were flown today,. led by Lts, Koyle,
koore and Botten.,’ ‘he mission led by Lt, koore was an area cover for
a formation of B-25's, and the other two rormations attacked rail lines,
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1 (Wive missions today, led by Lts. koyle, b:.eher, Gra.ntham and
Bri and Col, Lee., ‘tail targets were attacked and several locomo-
tives » rallroad cars, and motor trucks sere destroyed and damaged.

19 Steady rains all day long forced me micssion schedule to be can-
celled.

The ﬂork.mg restriction which has been in- effect since the 3rd
nf Janvary, was lifted today, Uays off, three day passes and furlouchs
will again be ziven.

20 ‘Lts, Bicber, Frey and Moore led missions today., Lt. laurice “oran
failed to return. from the last mission when his airplane was hit wnile
strafing rail cars near Ghedi 1/D. The plane <ent in and crashed and
Lt. ¥Yoran did not get out, :

21 Two nissions were flown today, led by Lts. Grantnam and potten.
.@ilroad bridges were bombed by both formations, Lt. roore returning
from the last wissiop , was forced to umake a belly landing #hen he
couldnft get his wheels down.

This mworning, about twelve or fifteen enlisted men from the 8th
Indian Division, accompanied by lajor Bamber, their commanding officern
were visitors at the Opzrations and Intelligence sections, They wit-
nessed both a briefing and an interrozation of a retwrning mission,
after which-Capt, Blackwell outlined the metiods of operating and
accompanied them on a tour of the line. In the afternoon another

_party, tais time with Capt, Shaw of the 8th Indian Uivision, came

down and went through the same routine, Tnese men had witnessed some
of our ¥-47's .in fire bombingz attacks on the enemy dur:.ng the recent
jerman oftensive in the Serchio Valley,

-

22 Today's four missions were led by liajor Colgan and Lts, Moore, ’
Loyle and Baranek. Irom the first mission, 2nd Lt, Paul T. Jackson
failed to return. Ilis airplane was hitswhile strafing rail cars at
Castel Franco. He bailed out a few minutes later and was seen to
land safely.

Lt., Xauk fiew nith uol Bates and Co.L. Lee in a three plane form-
ation to bomb a railroad tunnel at Fornova this afternoon,

248
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22 (Cont'd)} This afternoon another party from the 6th Indian Div-
ision visited the line, tnis time with Capt. zlias, a South African,
in charge. An unwsual amount of interest was displayed by these men
in our aircraft and olaerations.

-

23 Lt. Foyvle led four planes and after bombing railroad tracks, ran
a rgece in tne area of Alessandria, Voghera and Favia. Cne electric
locomotive was strafed and destroynd

Iate in tne evening, three missions from the 27th Ftr, Grp. had
to land here at Pisa because of a crack-up on their field at Ponte-
dera. Capt. Bilackvell interro:atzd 'a flizht of eight,

2L YNo flying today because of rainy weathcer,
# Lt,.Dwyer and S/sgt Duglay spent part ol the afterngon putting up

a J,arge Zuropean map at the squadron arz=a. It will berused as a situ-

ation map, for the vemefit of the enlisted nan, and 15 bein; nade as.

a part of the Inforu‘at?on and tducation progzram, )

-

25 F:we missions were flown tocay. The elzhbb p.Lanes led by Lt. Guan-
tham destrOyed two locomct:wes, iwo motor trucks, and one railroad
car, and damaged four locomotives, fifteen motor trucks and four rail-
road cars, The other missions were led by Lts. Brink, 7~70y1e, Botten
and Irey, and also repe:-ted good strai'mg results, ;-

It. George Frey, returninc, this morning from a four plane recce
near Turin reported to Capt. Blackwell, interrogating him: "I strafed
tWo large trucks but I could not tell the damage because they ran
under an overpass. They had big trailers behind them and one had
tSalvatore Fenelll’ in big letters on it." XLt, Botten who was Leading
a flight covering the same area a few minutes .later called out to his
flight ®“Ihere's a‘truck under that overpass," Li. Frey, almost out
to the coast, heardthe call-and sang cut "Don't strafe Salvatore Fen-
etlits truckl '1've already made six passes on it.n

3

26 :ain and snow caused an all day standdown,

1l
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7 ‘Iwo miseinns, led by Lis, Jordan and lloyle were flown today, and
Capt. Covington fiew with Col. Bates’ on a two plane ariied recce.

28 Four nissions were led by Lts. Curtin, Bieber, Botten and iajor
Colgan. All were armed recces with the exception of iajor Colgan's
wnick was a two plane {light, with Capt, Covington flying the second
plane. Incendiary bonbs were carried and the tar et was shipping in
:enoa harbor. : _

The first issue of the sguadron neispaper, "Thé Eagle™ was pub-
lished today, and was distributed to all the men in the squadron area
at ncontima. ALl the werk on the paper was done by Capt. Blaclmiell,
3/Sgt Anderson and Sgt Day. The first edition was graatly appreciated
by trre men of the ‘sauadron, and especially the cartoon, depisting nigh
ranking enlisted ren zoing home on thirty day furlcughs because of
1trcubles at hone' while men of lower rank canit seem to find reasons
good enough to get one, This first edition of the newspaper was be-
yO"\d doubt a successful venture, and it is planned tc publish it once

every two weeks, - ..

29 3ix missions w:ire flown today, including two armed recces of only

two planes, led by ilajor Colgan and Lt, vurtin, Lts, Beiber and Bara-

nek led four planes each, and Lts. Frey and Bripk. Led formations of

eizht éach. s
F/0 .wbert S, Bell, failed to re‘burn fron the last mission, dis .

airnplane was hit by flak at Brescia, and he bailed oul near the city.

He was seen to .I.and sarely and wave to the flight, - .

30 o:uc missions were flovm again today, led by kajor Colgan, Capt.
Covington and Lts, Botten, who led two, Bieber and Grantham, cail
lines and motor movement was attacked in the western Po Valley,

31 Lts. Bieber and Jenkins led the only two m;saions flom today.
Botn were armed recces, 2nd Lt, Harold i, Locke did not return from
the last mission, ithile strafing his plane hit high tension wires,
bounced on the ground, and exploded., The plane bwrned and the pilot

was' not seen to get out,
During the month of January, LS6 sorties, totaling 980:U45. oper-"

ational hours were flown by the squadron,
(







