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17 One mission was flown today, a bombing mission assigned to bomb
the tomn of TARQUINIA and then fly cover for a flight of B-25's bomb-
ing in the same area. Led by Capt. Schuyler, the flight bombed the
town and same wag well covered with hits, After coming off the target
and meldng a 360" circle a flight of B-25's were seen coming off a
target further inland., No radio contact was made, This was Capt,
Schuylert's 80th mission, :

Capt. Dean H. Schuyler, of Jamaica, Long Island, N.Y., is the
fourth pilot in the 525th Squadron to complete a combat tour of 80
missions. He has served as Flight Leader, Assistant Operations, and
Operations Officer in the squadron. Having completed his tour, Capt.
Schuyler will probably be returned to the United States for reassign-
ment, -

18 The first missicn of the day was made up of pilots of both the
525th and 526th, and was led by Capt. Anton, The town of PIGNATARO
was the target with several hits secured on buildings and roads in the
tom. One building exploded with clouds of yellow smoke. Ome large
flash was ocbserved, and believed to be a small gasoline dump just E.
of the tom,

The second mission was led by Maj. Gunnison, end was assigned to
cover the road between AUSONIA and MINTURNO. Only 2 vehicles were
seen however, and the entire flight bombed the road junction at M~765946.
More than half the bombs.landed on the road and b - § buildings aleng
. the road were blown up, all showing flashes of flame. This was the 80th
sortie for lst Lt. Swithin C. Shortlidge, thus completing his combat
tour. l LT

The last mission of the day was an armed reconnaissance led by
Maj, Bland, 10 scattered motor trucks were cbserved on the S, MARTINO
road which was the primary target, but none were concentrated enough
for borhing, 4 road junction in the town of CEPRANO was bombed with
the following results: 1 explosion with large fire and black smoke
" in the town; 1 direct hit on bridge in towm; 1 staff car completely

"destroyed, 6 vessels, believed to be destroyers, were cbserved in the’
Gulf of Gaeta, S FW-190's were seen but no contact made. -
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19 Lt, Kasun led the first mission today, which wus assigned to bomb
the LITTORIA railroad station, Hits were fairly well bunched in and
around the station with one direct hit or very near miss on a nearby
overpass. All buildings were strafed in the dives, 3 motor trucks
and-1 staff car wers destroyed by strafing.

The second mission of 12 ships was led by Lt, Dolny and the target
was a convoy of 60 motor trucks, reported between the toms of ITRI
and FONDI. The road was covered but no convoy seen, and the formation
proceeded to the last resort target, the tom of FONDI, Bomb hits were
well bunched in the town, with two direct hits on an intersectiom,
where a large explosion was seen, sending up flames and colums of
smoke seen as far away as the coast, It was believed to have been
a gasoline storage dump, 1 motor truck was strafed and destroved on
the road. : ' -

Lt, James L. Griswold departed the squadron today. He will go to
the States for reassignment,

1st Lt. Hugh P, Davisan, one of the few remaining pilots who came
_- overseas. with the squadren, also left today, and it is expected that

he will be sent to the States for rest and reassignment,

20 One mission was flown today, a 12 ship formation, led by Lt. Kasun.
The assignment was to bomb commmications in the town of VITERBO, and
to strafe shipping and coastal defemses on the way back, Several hits
were sgen on railroad tracks and the road intersection, causing consid-
erable damagae, A large explosion was seen with red flames and colums

of black smoke rising as high as 3,000 feet. .After dropping their
bombs, the formatirn broke into three flights and strafed, with the
following results: 6 motor trucks and 1 staff car destroyed; 3 motor
trucks, 2 electric locomotives and 5 cars badly damaged, A Radar
station at CIAMPINO S. 4/D and a small power station were strafed and
,damaged, The town of FURBARA was strafed with wnobserved results,

It has just been announced that Lt. Edward Fischer has been awarded
the SILVER STAR for gallantry in sction when he was wounded while on a
mission from GELA, SICIIY, on 1 August 19L3. A 20mm shell exploded in
the cockpit of his plane, but in spite of his serious wounds, he land-
ed his ship safely at a neighboring airfield, Lt. Fischer returned to
the States in October,

Pfc. Les A, First left the squadron today, the first man to restum
under the rotation plan, Pfc. First was in the.Armed Forces during

World War I.
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21 Capt. Anton led the first mission, of 6 ships, which bombed come
mmications in the town of AVEZZANO, It is bellieved that several good
hits were secured but observation was hindered due to dust and smoke
over the road. All planes strafed in the dive.

- . The second mission consisted of 12 ships, and was led by Lt, Kasun
to bomb a Radar station. One large explosion was seen, followed by
sheets of clear flame as high as 300 fset, and was believed to have
been a powder explosion. 2 smaller explosions were seen in the same
vicinity and hits were well bunched in the target area,

22 The first and only mission of the day was led by Lt, Weiglse, and
consisted of 12 ships, The bombing target was comsunications in the
tom of VETRALLA, and to cover the roads Bast of ROME on the retum,
Several good bomb hits were secured on the roads and a road junction
in VETRALLA. 10 motor trucks were strafed and destroyed at scattered
points North and Northeast of ROME, 20 motor trucks were strafed
between ROME and VAIMONTONE, with approaximately 10 damaged and possibly
destroyede A train of 10 cars was strafed and damaged in a station,
1 small automobile and 1 command car were also destroyed.
Lt. Yumn did not return from the mission, and it is not imom
whether he bailed out or landed his plane Bafely. He was last seen
by Lt, Watscn, after 2 Spitfires had apparently made a pass and fired
at him, His plane had already beem hit by flak, it is believed,
Today's missions were flown in support of the ANZIO~NETTUNO invasion.
News cones that the landings were made with very little opposition.
Our part in the support of the invasion will be to cover all lines of
commmication leading to and from the beachhead and the 5th Army front,
and also to prevent reinforcements from coming in over the highways
and railroads from the North. ’

23 Lt. Kasun led the first and only mission of the day. The assignment
was to bomb the tomn of VALLECORSA and to strafe the road to FORMIA

on the return. Bomb hits were well bunched in the town and a large
colum of smcke was sesn. 3 motor trucks moving south in town were
probably damaged. Direct hits on a road intersection gt FONDI caused
large colums of smoke and buildings along the road were seen to
collapse onto the road.
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2 The first mission, an armed reconnaissance of Ly ships, took off at
11:25 and after going as far as the Garigliano River, was forced to
turn back due to adverse weather conditions. Capt. Riechard J. Anton
completed his 80th sortie on this mission,

The second mission of 8 ships, led by Lt. Weigle, was assigned to
bomb & German Headquarters building southeast of the tomm of FRASCATI,
and to cover roads from the town to the sea, 2 bomb hits were secured
on the building with 8 near mlsses well bunched around the target.

2 motor trucks were strafed and destroyed and 5 more were damaged,
"1 20mm gun emplacement was strafed and destroyed, and 4 additional gun
enplacements were silenced.

Capt. Dean H, SChMYIGr, Ja.aica, L. Io’ and 1st Lt. Swithin C,
Shortlidge, of West Grove, Pa. left the squadron today for the United
States, for rest and reassignment after having completed their combat
tour. ' , . ' .

25 ' The only mission of the day was an armed reconnaissance of 8 ships,
led by Lt, Kasun, 6 direct hits were secured on an engine and 5 cars
in CECCONA railroad yards, and L hits or near misses on a section of

3 cars on a siding, A large explosion with flames as high as 300 feet
was observed in the 5 car section and was believed to have been a
gasoline dump. The 3 car sectiocn was. destroyed but no fire was seen.

A large explosion, belleved to have been an ammmition dump, was
cbserved about 1/ mile from the track., 1 jeep was also strafed and
destroyed. ' ’

26 Only one mission was flown todsy, an 8 ship formation led by Lt, .
Dolny. The target was a highway bridge, and although no direct hits

vere observed on the bridge itself, 3 direct hits were seen on the
highway north of it, as well as several near misses, Further observation
was hindered due to dust and smoke over and around the target area. '

27 - Lt. Jackson led a mission of 8 ships; to bomb a road junction at
CAPISTRELLO, on the first mission today. U4 direct hits were secured
on the road junction and 6 more on the road leading into the town,

The towns of AVEZZANO and CELANO were strafed and three cars in.the
CELANC railroad station were also strafed, all with unobserved results,
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27 (Cant'd.) The second and last mission of the day, consisting of 8
ships, was led by Lt, Duvall. A town, believed at the time, to be
PIEDNONTE, the primary target, was bombed with good coverage and sev~
ergl hits, It was later discovered that it was an unidentified town,
but believed to have been well behind the bomb line. It is not yet
certain as to what extent the town was inhabited by Allied troops,
and further results are unknown.

28 The first mission, one of 8 ships, was led by Lt,. K&sun. A large
convoy had been reported on Highway #6, between VALMONTONE and ROME,
and this was the primary target. The road was covered with only a
few scattered vehicles seen. 20 railroad cars were bombed in a station
in the VELLETRI area, with 2 direct hits, causing one car to explode,
and several near misses were observed on both-sides of the tracks. 4
convoy of motor trucks in the PRIVERNO area was strafed, of which 3
were destroyed, 3 left in flames, and 9 more damaged. 30 horse drawmn
‘vehicles were strafed with several horses Idlled and several vahicles
destroyed or damaged., An electric locomotive and 8 cars were also
strafed and damaged. .

The second mission was an armed reconnaissance, led by Lt. Dolmr,
to cover roads from VAIMONTONE south to the bomb line., Maj. Home
and Lt, Drew flew a 2 ship mission in advance of the remaining 8 ships,
with & railroad bridge as the target. The bridge was damaged but
not completely knocked out, The 8 ship formation scored 4 direct hits
on a highway, and several near misses along the road and railroad
which ran parallel to it. In addition, 10 motor trucks were strafed -
and destroyed, and 7 more were damaged, and 3 20mm guns were destroyed
and a locomotive damsged.

Capt., Richard J, "Tony" Anton departed the squadron today. Be
completed his combat tour a few days ago. "Tony" has made an excellent
record as pilot and Flight leader, On at least seven occasions, he has
had his aircraft damsged by flak, but has always managed to bring it
back safely. He excelled in strafing missions; once he spied a stean
shovel being used by the enemy, but was not able to get at it. Several
days later, an another mission, he went out of his way to destroy.it,
together with its crew and other wehicles in the immediate area,
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28 (Cont'd.) 1st Lt, Nicholas Kasun was today appointed Squadron Oper—
ations Officer, and 1lst Lt. John R. Dolny, Assistant Operations Officer,
Saddening news was received that Lt, iumm had been found by Fifth
Army somewhere in the invasion beachhead. He had apparently been killed
vhile trying to crash land his aircraft., Be was buried by Fifth Army
troops. ' . i

29 The first and only mission today was led by Lt. Welgle, to bomb
camumications in the town of FRASCATI., A4 road junction in the town
was strafed and bombed with excellent coverage. 1 direot hit was
seen on the intersection with others being well bunched nearby,
causing considerable damage. A gun position was strafed and damaged,
and 2 motor trucks were destroyed and 2 more damaged and possibly

destroyed by strafing.

30 Only one mission was scheduled during the day. A 12 ship formation
led by Lt, Jackson took off at 09125, but after going as far as the
.PONZIANE ISLANDS, the flicht circled S, FELICE CIRCEO and returned to
base bscause of bad weather, This was Lt Jackson's 80th mission,

31 Two flights, of 8 ships each, took off at 1600 hours this evening,
both being armed recennaissance missions. The formation led by Lt
Dolny bombed the town of FONDI. 1 direct hit was seen on a road in the
toma but further results are unimown, Lt. Drew bailed cut over the
tomn and hig parachute was seen to open at about 300 feet and was also
seen to collapse as he hit the ground,  The cause of his bailing out is
uninown, His plane spun in and did not bume -

Ite Weigle led the remaining flight which bombed the town of .
PRIVERNO with good coverage. Explosiocns were observed in the tomn and
two very near misses were seen near a road junction. A stean locomotive
and 3 freight cars were strafed and damaged. This was Lt, Duvall's
80th missione ' '

At the end of this month, the Squadron has a total of 2553 sorties

and 3941110 combat hours,.

o




“7

b~ 175
AT
R ) 3 | g
P ‘Jtl“w '!‘ZSL;'I F‘\,c. ‘.:nr. Sq. .

cutline sdstasy Feo Ll

KEADJUARTE 1T, 5257

43 31,7 ’ , b Bapes iP5l
SURJECT: Mistor!ical records, B '
™ : Comiandin:: deneral, YII Air Sui.ort Coresaad, AV 37k,

, 1, Mutline sstory of tie §24th Fichtar nomber Spodron far toe
.period 1 Fsbriary 19LL to 1 Barch L9LLs |

, 8, Present Designation: 5¢bth Figuter do.ber Squadron, Ghth
Flihter Bomber iroup, XIT ASCe

" be Chan,;es in organization,

' (L) McMurray, James D., Ca.t., O=551%11, appointed Squadron
Adjutant 10 February 19Lk, vice Cai.t, Alexander Louis, 055602k, relieved,
Louis, Alexander, Ca;t., O=55%02k, appointed Squadron
Supply and Squadron Trunsportation Officer, vice lst L:, Joe K, Clark,
0=8561132, relieved, | '
~ Clark, Joe K., lst “t,, O=56432, appointed Personal

Fquipment Officer (Frin duty) and Assistant Enginecring Officer (Add!l duty),

- Brinley, Finley C.y 2nd Lt,, 0=75C07L, assigned to
this squadron 1l February 19hl, pilot, _
‘ Anderson, Donald ife, Capt., MC, O=li23649, transferred
to 310th Homb Group as-of 31 January 19Ll, departed 20 February 1SLL,
Purdum, III, Lenuel ¢, lst Lt,, 0=797501,
Veatch, Francis M, Jr., lst Lt,, O=LL5253,
Vukovich, Milan (NuI), 2nd Lt., O=75,700,
assiyned to this squadron 18 February 15k, ,

C, St.re."xgth, Commissioned and énlisted,
(1) Month of February, 19L..
(a)- At bepinning: 38 officers 3 220 enlisted wven,

i

Tueek 3209 (b) Net increase: 0 officars; 2 enlisted wen,




{g) tet durramsu: ..il,
id}. At end: 3@ oiflgers aud 222 cv-listed -,

. . -,

d. Station:,

. Wa °
(1) Fomisliano A4/3, ' =i liano U'Arca, “taly, dosiag the
entire monih of February 19hlk.

e. :?ovwmta.
(1) nil,
Lo Canpgignse »
1) .':licilirm; italiafl,
(2) ;.‘urat.int'n ' latter at..ill ir progsress,
tle parationsa, |
(1) Italian cazaai.n,

: _ (2) %orbins and strafing eucry positiona, e, .Ariors,
rodis, raillrords, tralne, taiins, '

(3) JO miesions and 2§y surties rsr ronth of Febraary.
(L) itesults o rost inportant wissions,

3 Feb Li: n this day,  two siii,, ranuarhy sere “lown, a tntal of 24
sorties, covering roads and ra..roads fNout: oS @.'k, Following is account of
ne days operations: -

T™e first two ship rhubarb was fiowa by “ai, ronc and Lt, Forrican, Tae
road net from ITAY to PRIVEHNO was covered wiin Lic followin,; strafin, results;
6 motor trucks, and 1 command car destroyed, and 3 :vtor trucks, 1 armwore? car,
1 command car and 1 jeep danazed. _

Lts. Kasun and Oldham next covered tne roads from ITAY to LITTYii4, 3
motor trucks were desiroyod and 2 damaied. 1 Niat was also destr-yed,

The third mission was also composed ol wwo ships flown by Tis, Jeiile
and 'uncan. The roads from ITil to PRYV:ING were covered and & motor trucks
ware destroyed, another believed destroyed and 2 damaged,

Lta. Dickison and ('Neil took their turn next and also secured :;ond

results, 1l command car was destroyed and 11 ruilroad care were da-a od.
3 20mm gun emplacements wers also silenced and probably destroyed;
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1 No missions today due to bad weather.

2 MaJ), Home and Lt, Palmer flew a weather mission and road reconn-
aissance at 8:25 and destroyed 5 motor trucks and 1 motorcycle. - No
other traffic was seen.

The secomd mission consisted of 12 ships and was ied by Lt, Kasun
to bemb the town of FABRICA di ROMA, and to cover the AVEZZANO-SORA
roads., 4 road junction was bombed and one direct hit was observed,
all other bombs having .1-24 hour delLay fuses. 2 motor trucks on the
intersection were destroyed by bombing and strafing, One other motor
truck was destroyed and another damaged,

Tho third micsion was -led by Lt. Dolny and the target was a con-
centration of troops and motor trucks, but due to bad weathex, the
entire fiight was forced to return to the base,

3 The first of six 2 ship rhubarbs was fliomn by Maj, Home and it,
Horrigan, The road net from ITRI to PRIVERNO was covered with the
foliowing strafing results: 6 motor trucks, and 1 command car de-
stroyed, and 5 motor trucks, 1 armored.car , 1 command car, and 1 jeep
danagad.

' Lts, Kasun- and Oldham neaxt covered the roads from ITRI to LITTORIA.
3 motor trucks were destroyed and 2 damaged. 1 Fiat was also destroyed.

The third mission was also composed of 2 ships fiom by Lts,
Weigle and Duncan. The roads from ITRI to PRIVERNO were covered and
8 motor trucks were destroyed, another beiievad destroyed and 2 more-
damaged,

Lts, Dickison and 0'Nell took their turn next and aiso securad
good results., 1 command car was destroyed and 11 raiiroad cars were
damaged, Three 2Vmm gm emplaceuents were also silenced and probably
destroyed,’

Lts, Wood and Ouyer flew the fifth mission and coveared roads from
ITRI to POSTENA and VALMONTONE to PRIVERNO. 3 motar trucks, 1 cammand
car and 1 jeep were destroyed and 5 motar trucks and a command car
damagad, Lt, Guyer was forced to bail out ovar ememy territory on this
mission, It is believed that his piane was hit by heavy machine gun
fire, Lt, Wood saw his chute opem at about L,000 feet and followed it
dom to 200 feet, and it is belisved that he landed safely.
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,3 (Cont'd) F/O Angell and Lt, Mattes flew the sixth and last mission
of the day. They covered the roads frem CEPRANO to ITRI and brought
back a score of 1 motor truck destroyed and 7 damaged, .

From the standpoint of enemy equipment destroyed and damaged, the
activity for the day brought very good results, 26 moter trucks and
3 comuand cars were destroyed and 17 motor trucks, 11 railroad cars P
1 command car and 1 armored car were damaged. 1 Jeep and 1 Fat
automobile were also destroyed and another Jeep damaged,

5 The first mission today, consisted of 8 ships and was led by Lt,
Dolny. 1 instantaneous bomb went off on an intersection in the town
of VELLETRI and 12 more were scattered over the tomn, The fiight |
strafed roads on the way back and 3 motor trucks were destroyed, cme
carrying personnel. 6 additional motor trucks, 1 jeep, 1 motorcycle

" and 1 sedan were also damaged, 1 sedan was also destroyed. A battery
- of ) gums was strafed, and 1 gun probably destroyed.

A 12 ship mission was flown this aftermoon, led by Lt Kasun, The
target was a road near CISTERNA di LITTORIA and complete results were
wcbserved, due to the fact that most of the bowbs were oquipped with
delayed action fuses, A locomotive and 7 cars were strafed and a '
motorcycle in the town was strafed and destroyed, :

6 One mission, 12 aircraft, was flowm today. It was led by Lt.

Dolny, and the target was the commmication system at SAN STEFANO, a
long wey up the Italian coast, Bcubs were dropped on roads and four
on 3 power barges in the harbor. Hits were observed on the road and
noar misses on the barges. Two radio towers ware strafed,

R 7 Only one mission was flown today, ome of 8 ships, led by Lt. .

Weigle, A string of about 40 railroad cars was the target and consid-
erable damage was done by both strafing and bombing. Red fiight glide
bombed and White flight dive bombed the target and several direct hits
were secured in the middle of the string of cars, A large red flash
was seen whan the first bomb hit., One hit was seen on a building in

" the south end of the yards, and the ramsinder were on ar nesr the cars,

2 motor trucks and 1 large truck and trailer were destroyed and 6 motor .

trucks were damaged by additional strafing, - .

- .
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7 (Cont'd) It was learned todzy that this squadron would receive
P-hO's and our A=-36's would be divided between the remaining two squad-
rons of this group, and the 1llth Rcn Sqdne The P=}0's formerly belenged
to the 33rd Fighter Group. There was much gloom around the squadroen
when this news came out, both among pilots and maintenance persomnel,.
Jts. Horrigan and Nelsom are the only pilots with P-4O experience., They,
along with a detachment of ground crew mem from the 33rd Group will
assist in getting the squadron ready to operate with the P-LU's,

8 - 15 Period taken up with getting P-hO's :.nto good condition and
checking out all pilots,

1y Finley C. Brinley assigned to. the aquadron. Lt, Brinley was fore
zerly in the 526th Squadron, and had flown 38 sorties there, before
being transferred to the 525tk,

15 The town of FONDI was the target for the first mission, and the 12
ship formationm was led by Lte Kasun, 10 bomb hitz were observed in
the town itself; and 1 hit on a building just south of town, 10 air-
craft strafed in the dive and very little. flak was received from a
hill just north of towon, Colums of gray smoke as high as 3,000 feet
wers Been as the flight was returning, past Gasta Point,

Lt Dolny led the second mission, also of 12 ships, which bombed \‘E‘!
the tomn of ROCCA SECCAe 2 or 3 direct hits were seen in the town
and 2 or 3 more in CASTRELLO, a town on the ridge overiooking ROCCA
SECCA, and about 3 half mile away., The rest of the bombs were dropped
on roads on either side of the tomn, One small explosion, followed by
smoke and flames was seen in ROCCA SECCA and was believed to have been
a building which exploded after a direct bomb hit, Further resu.l.ts
wers unobserved,

The last mission today was led by Lt, Kasun and was a.ssigned to
bomb the town of PONTECORVO, but after going as far as SPERLONGA, rain
and complete cloud coverage over the target area, forced the flight to
retun to the base with their bombs,

Capts, Blackwell and Louls left today with Capt. We R. Cutler on
a B-25 for a trip to Africa.
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17 One 12 ship mission was flown today and it was led by Lt, Weigle,
The formation was airborme at 1620 and the target was the monastery,
north of CASSINO, which had been bombed by heavy and medipm bombers
on the previous day. The monastery was found in ruins, and at least
6 direct bomb hits were secured, as well as several near misses on
either side.s All aircraft strafed in the dive., Small arms fire and
machine gun fire was encountered over the target, but was inaccurate
and no damage resulted. '

18 Lt. Dolny led a 10 ship bombing mission on the town of PIZIMONTE,
which was the only mission of the day. 3 direct hits were secured in
the towmn itself, and 4 more were observed in a supply dump area south
and west of the tom, 2 more direct hits were seen on roads in it or -
nearby. Smoke from bomb hits was observed but the town appeared to
be in ruins, .

lst Lts, Lemuel W, Purdum IITI, and Francis M. Veatch, Jre., and
2nd Lt, Milan Vukovich were assigned to the squadrom today, having
came from the States as replacement piiots,

19 Lt, Kasun led the only mission today, an armed reccnnaissance of
12 ships, 1U direct hits and 2 near misses wers secured on a factory
and one small explosion resulted. Tme factory aoveared to be in ruins
and dust and smoke from bomb hits obscured other resutts,

20 The first assignment today was to attack troop and tank concentrat-
ions. Lt, Weigle ied the 12 ship formation snd the alternate target,

8 wooded area, was bombed with good coverage., All 12 ships strafed in
the dive and all bombs were dropped within the target area, causing
two small fires and black smoke. Further results were unobserved,

Lt, Dolny led the second mission of the day, The 12 ship formation
attacked the tomm of FONDI and one smgll explosion was observed. Smoke
and dust from a previous attack obscured results, but all bombs were
in the tomn and no misges were seen. One aircraft strafed a bridge
and possibly destroyed.a motor truck which was on it at the tinme,
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20 (Cont'd) It was with a great deal of regret that we partsaith Capt.
D. W. Anderson, flight surgeon, who has heen transfarred to the 310th
Bomb Group, stationed in Corsica. Capt. Anderson has been Squadron
Surgeon since long before leaving the States, and his capable and kindly
attitude in taking care of the health of the men and officers of the
squadron has endeared him to the hearts of all. As a token of their
esteam, the enlisted men made up a pool and presented him with a sum of
money with which to purchase a gift from them, We are at present with-~

out a squadron surgeone.

21 No missions today due to raln and bad weather, Capts. Blackwell
and Louis rsturned from Africa today, reporting snow and cold wsather
there, which hastened their retura to "Sunny Italy®,

22 - Zﬁ ' No missions due to rain and bad weather,

2 Only one mission was flown today. Lt. Weigle led the 11 ship
formation and the target was gun positions. No actual gumn positions
ware seen howaver, and several good hits weire cobserved, all on other
objectives in the area. 2 direct hits were scored on 8 wvehicles,
believed to have been 6 motor trucks and 2 tanks, 3 direct hits were
sean in the ravine to the northwest of the target and a fire -with yellow

smoke was started at one point,

25 One mission was scheduled for the day and Capt. Kasun was the lead-

er of the 12 ship formation. The flight got only as far as Gaeta Point

howewer, before they wers forced to turn back due to inclement weather.
Lt. Kasun, Squadron Operations Officer, and Lt. Lister, the last

- remaining pilot of the original group assigned to the squadron, recsived

notice of thelr promotions to Captain todxy,.

26 No missions scheduled,
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27 Lt, Dolny led the only mission today, to bomb the LITTORIA airdrome
near ROME, Good boumb coverage was secured all along the hangar area,
and one large hanger at the southeast side of the field axploded, due
to a direct bomb hit. Huge fiames and large colums of smoke resulted,
and it is believed to have been a gasoline storage dump, Two aircraft,
e JU-52 and one SM-82 on the field, both possibly serviceable, were
destroyed by tomb hits. One motor truck was destroyed and two motor
trucks and ome large truck and trailer were damaged,

26 capt. Kasun led another 12 ship formation to bomb LITTORTA airdrouwe,
the same target as on the previous day. Good coverage was secured on
the hangars, and several hits on nearby rallroad yards, with several
bombs falling on 10 to 15 tank carse Two hits were observed on a 4 or
-6 engined transport on the west end of the field, which was destroyed
by strafing. One 3 engined transport at the south end of the field was
strafed and destroyed. The formation strafed on the way to the coast
with the following results: 2 motor trucks destroyed and 2 motor trucks
and 12 railroad cars in a station were damaged, Buildings and trenches
along the coast wers also strafed and damaged, _

29 Lts Dolny led the only mission today. The assignment was to bomb
and strafe a cancentration of attacking ememy infantry., All aircraft
dropped their bombs in the concentration area and strafed in the dive.
Smoke and dust in the target area made it impossible to determine full
results, other than to observe bomb explosions, Considerable anti-
aircraft fire was encountered and one ship returned with slight damage
to one wing, ' , ‘

At the end of the month of February the squadron has flomn 2802
sorties againat the enemy and 4253:40 combat hours,
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AG 31h.7 3 April 194
SUBJECT: ilistorical Hecords,
TO ¢+ Commanding General, XII Air Support Conmand, AFO 37,

"1, Outiine History of the 525th Fighter Bomber Squadron for the
veriod 1 March 19LL to 1 April 19LL:

a. Present Designation: 525th Fighter bomber Squadron, 86th
Fighter Bomber Group, XII ASC.

be Changes in organization.

(3) Maj. Bland, Edwin A. Jr., O-43203L, (Squadron Com-

mander) reld fr 525th Sq, assgd !gs.86th Ftr Bmr Gp, 12 karch Lk, depart-

ed 13 March LL.

Capt. Kasun, Nicholas J., Jdr., O=5660066, assumed
command 12 Yareh Lb.

(L) Capt. Veigle, (:mham (M1}, apoointed Squadron Oper-
ations Officer (Prin duty) 13 karch LL.

Capt. Louis, Alexander (NAMI), 0-56602h, aprointed
Fersonal Equipment Officer (Frin duty) and Assistant Operations Nfficer
(addl duty) 20 March Lk,

2nd Lt, Simmons, Harold D., 0=570251, appointed

Squadron Supply and Transportation Officer (Prm duty) vice Capt, Alexander

Louis reld, effective 20 March L.

' 1st Lt, Clark, Joe li., O=-856432, reld Personal Equip-
ment Officer (Prin duty) and aptd Assistant Engineering Officer (Prin duty)

effective 20 March LL.




- ‘ 59

Capt. Robinson, Leo D., 0-422713, Squadron Surgeon, assgd
23 “arCh hho.

, (5) Organization reorganized under T/0 - 1 - 27 dtd 22 Dec L3,
?s ammdzﬁ)by change 1, dtd 26 Feb Lk and ltr W, D. 28 Feb Lk, file AG 332
21 Feb .

)

T Ce Stre.ngt.h, commissioned and enlistca,
(1) Month of March,
(a) At beginning: 38 officers; 222 enlisted men.,
(b) Net "increase: O officers; 0 enlisted men,
(c) Net decregse: O officers; 3 enlisted men,
(d) At end : 3&' officers; 219 enlisted men,
d, Stations,

(1) Pomigliano A/D, Pomigliano D!Arco, Italy, for the entire
monta of Marck Lk, '

ee MNovements.
(1) wa,
fo Campaigns,
(1) Sicilian; Italian,

(2) Duration: Sicilian; From 3 July 1943 to 17 August 1943,
Italian; Still in progress.. :

g. Operations,
(1) Campaign: Italian,
(2) Nature of Ope'raf.ions: Ground support, bombing and
strafing rallroads, stations, bridges, motor convovs, enemy positions, dropping
food and supplies to Allled troops on hills N, of Cassino,

(3) 34 missions and 336 sorties for the month .of March L,

(L) Results of the most important missions,.
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(a) Bombing and strafing mission on 2 March 194k, against
S/P zuns, tanks, }/T and troops in wooded area G-0L52$2, near Cisterna di ‘
Littoria., This concentration was important because it indicated an attack
was forming on our beachhead positions, FProbabllity of success was good, if
the target area could be loczated, and direct help could te rendered our grovnd
forces, 'Though visibility was poor, Capt. Kasun, leading tiie formation, of
twelve A-36 Invaders, located the target area, and it was then heavily bombed
and strafed, Cn the way out, the entire formation split up and straled enemy
cormunications, including 2 ¥/T, a jeep, a sedan, a tank, 2 men on a bicycle,
and 50 railroad cars, .

(b) Armed reconnaissance Tiburtino/Rome RR yards to Poggio
lertelo by twelve A-36 Invaders on 3 karch 19LL, mission led by Maj. E. A. Bland, J
Important strategically because it directly affected the ability of the enemy
to supply his troops, this was but one of many missions run against the rail-
" road network during the month, .A train of 30 -~ 4O cars was sighted near Montero-
tondo station, and in the resulting dive bombing attack received several direct
hits, One direct hit on the middle of thé train produced a large explosion,
Hits were also seert on the tracks. On the way to the coast, 2 M/T were des-
troyed, 1 probably destroyed, 3 damaged, all by strafing., In addition, LO
tents and a radio station ware strafed. ’

(c) - Armed reconhaissance over rnads and railroads in

Rome, Italy area, by twelve A-36 Invaders on 6 March 19LL. A comtinuation of
the attacks on enemy communications, thls mission proved very destructive to
the enemy. Led by Capt, basun, the formation dive bumbed a train of 14 ~ 15
cars at Capranica, Italy, obtaining good hits and destroying many of the cars
and damaging the tracks, Again, the toll of enemy vehicles. caught by strafing
was large, including a steam locomotive-and 1l cars, 1 M/T destroyed, 8 M/T
damaged, a Fiat destroyed, 2 ¥/T drawing field pieces destroyed, 6 horse drawn
pieces destroyed, ani a supply building strafed. :

(d) ‘Bombing mission on enemy ground positions slightly
southwest of Cassino, Italy, by eight A-36 Invaders on-15 March 194L. This
mission, led by Lt. Ryan, was one of the many flown against Cassino and
immediate area during a day when more than 3000 sorties were flown by the
MAAF. Briefed to hit "Chicago", the ground radio control changed ths target
to a point 1000 yards south of the key hill "Los Angeles". The borbs were
dropped on the target, and hefore the flight had landed back at base, sources
at the front revealed that the attack was successful and that all bombs had
fallen in the target area. : _

' (e) Berdin: nission asainst a railroad bridpe near ﬁ"*}
Civita Castellana, Italy, by twelve i-30 Invaders on 30 March 194h. This
mission was anothsr of the air attacks aimed at disrupting and destroying the
enemy's supply system. Probability of success was fair, though with 500 1b,
bombs, direct hits are necessary in order to damage a bridge. A 3000* over-
cast required glide bombing, and a direct hit with many very near misses were
observed. On the way out, the formation split in two ship elements and did

¢ -
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extensive strafing, destroying 11 L/T, a large bus, 2 we'xpons carriers and
2 Fiats, and damaging 21 1/ » 1 Flat and 1 armored car.

- (f) Between 18 March and 24 Xarch, A-36 Invaders of
this squadron were called on for a novel type of mirsion, that of dropping
food and supplies to beleaguered New Zealand and Indian troops on two hill
tops Korthwest of Cassino, Nine separate missions, totaling 92 sorties, weres
flown, and ground forces reported unusual success in recovering the food and
. supplies dropped, one so:rce stating that 954 of the containers dropped were
recovered. Because the avenues of approach to the positions held hy these
troops were constantly exposed to enemy fire, it was impossible to supoly
“hem over land, It was necessary that our pilots fly these missions at very
low level, and they were exposed to fire from the German held- positions of
Monastery Hill and the Castle. Colored smoke was used by our troops to indi~- -
cate their positions, but this was not. always effective, because ofedrift and
other factors, including Jorry's havit of attempting to put up the same type
of smoke elsewhere than on the target, Lespite the fact that the troops had
to be withdrawn later, our food dropping mis"'ions were a novel and succesgful
experiment,

h, Ccmmanding Officers in important missions,
{1) See accounts of nissions above,

i. Losses in action:

(1) Armed recomaiqsance over roads and railroads North
of Rome, Italy, on 6 March Lk,

{a) Killed.

(1) 1st Lt. Herschel H. Mattes, 0-796000, .
5659 Melvin St.,
Pittsburgh, Pa.

j. Former and present members who have distinguished themselves
in action. .

(1) Justin C, Gunnison, Major, 0-412960, San Anselmo, Cal,
(a) Strafing mission, area Capua, Italy, 22 Sept. L3.

(b) Strafed encmy armored columns, camouflaged airfield,
and ammunition dump, latter o_f which blew up damaging his plane so that he
was forced to bail out after flying his aircraft out to sea,

(¢) Distinguished Flying Cross.




" >
(2) Harold G, watts, Captain, 0-661813, Canyon, Texas, ‘

(a) Strafing mission near Rome, Italy, 11 Nov. L3,

‘ (b) Led flight in attacking communication lines, prob-
~ ably destroying 1 locomotive, damaging two other locomotives and more than Lo
rallroad cars, a German jeep and a gun emplacement.

(e¢) Distinguished Flying Cross.

2, Inclosed is War Diary, 525th Ftr. Bmr. 3q., for the period 1 Yarch Lk
to 1 April MJQ :

'For the Commanding Officer:

/}; 1z riiv? Alons Lo o ABn
N - JILLIAM H, BLACKWELL,
Incl s War Diar;{ Capt., Air Corps, ’
Intelligence Officer,

~
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1 No missions werz flomn today. Weather continues bzd, and stand-
down was ordered at 1400 hours, The movie “Bombardier" was shown at
the Marigliano Theatre. .

2 Threatening weather all dsy. Field is a quagmirs of mud in places,
Briefing was completed on a 12 ship missicn, but it was called off
before the planes took off. One mission was flown later in the day
with Capt. Kasun leading, and although visibility over the target area
was extremely poor, very good results were obtained, both by bombing -
and strafing, The target consisted of guns, tanks, trucks and troops
which were all concentrated in a wooded area, and the area was well
covered with bomb hits., The formation strafed on the way out from
the target, 50 railroad cars, which were believed to have been ser-
viceable, were strafed and damaged considerably, and 2 motor trucks,
a jeep, and a sedan were also strafed and damaged,

nd Lt. Miles C. Wood, Jr., received notice of his promotion to
1st Lt. effective 13 February iS4k, :

Capte. D, We Anderson came in tonight for a few days, having flom
over fram Corsica in one of the B=25's belanging to his new organization.

—— ——

3 Major Bland led a 12 ship formation on a railroad reconunaissance,
for the only mission todaye. A train of 30 te LO cars was bombed with
several direct hits and near misses on tracks to the front and the
rear of the train, One direct hit in the middle of the string of cars,
resulted in an explosion, with a large rod:flash and elouds of smoke.
Strafing caused additional damage to the train, and it was last seen,
stationary, and covered with smoke, Further damege was done by straf-
ing as the flight headed for the coast on the way back, 3 motor trucks
were destroyed and 3 more damaged. A radio station and a large building
were strafed with unobserved results., A railroad station at MCHTERO-
TONDO, as well as a group of about L0 tents, were strafed, but due to
smoke and haze in the valley, results were not observed,

During the first hours of daylight this mormning, "Taffy", the squad-
ron mascot, gave birth to six puppies, an event which had been eagerly
awaited and much discussed by everyone. The little black and white
dog was adopted by the squadron when only a few weeks old, at Tafaroui
airfield in North Africa, from which the name "Taffy" comes.

—
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b WNo missions were i‘lom_l todaye

5 Capt, Hensey, a company commander in-the 3rd Infantry Divisiom,
Ue S+ Army, wus a visitor in the squadron last night, guest of Capt.
Blackwell, He has been twice wounded in the beachhead battles,.

Lt. Ryan led the only mission of the dgy, a 12 ship railroad re-
connaissance, with the ROME/LITTORIA railroad yards ae the primary
target.s Bad weather north of the beachhead, forced- the flight to tum
back and bomb the alternate target, which was four 88mm gun positions.
Six bonb hits were scored in the area of the gun positiens and 1L more
were dropped on roads and buildings, where very intemse small arms
fire was encountered. Nine aircraft strafed the areas bombed, and one -
aircraft strafed buildings on GAETA POINT.

6 One mission was flown today, an armed reconnaissance over roads and
railroads north of IQME, and tne 12 ship formation was led by Capt.
Kasun, A line of railroad cars, li or 1b in number, were bombed and
strafed, with at least 17 hits or near misses on the target. - The maj-
ority of the cars were destroyed. The flight did not continue the
route because of a lowering overcast, but strefed on the way out to the
coast with considerable additional damage done. 6 or 7 railrcad cars
were strafed and damaged at BRACCIANO, and at another point, 12 horse
drawn vehicles, which first appeared like tanks out of a bivouac area,
and from which machine gun fire was encountered, were strafed by three
aircraft. They were believed to be field pleces, and at least half
were destroyed and the others badly damaged. One Fiat and one motor
truck were strafed and destroyed, and 10 motor trucks, including one
towing 2 field pleces, and one command car, were damaged, all at
scattered points, One large building west of the primary target was
strafed, causing a small explosion. Lt. Mattes, wnile diving on a
truck frcm an altitude of from 1500' to 2000', was apparently hit by
machine gun or smdll arms fire, His plane went straight in, exploded

and burned,
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6 (Cont'd.) Capt. Anderson is still visiting with the squadron, Lt,
Col. Yancey Tarrant is also visiting the squadron for a few days,
2nd Lts. Mathis, Oldham, O'Neil and Piersan received notice of their
promotions to 1lst Lt,, effective 25 February 19LL. '

7 Two missions were flown today, one of 4 planes and one of 8, Lt,
Dolny led the l; planes on an armed reconnaissance over roads from
CIVITAVECCHIA to ROME, The flight came in over CIVITAVECCHIA and .
strafed and destroyed an enzine and tender in the POLO railroad station,
In addition, one motor truck and one motorcycle and driver were destroyed,
' Tre 8 ship formation was led by Capt. Lister with enemy aircraft
on the LITTORIA A/D as the target, Two JU~52's, one wnserviceable, and
one operational, were destroyed by bomb hits, Also damaged by bomb hits
were 2 transport planes and 5 single engine aircraft, Strafing produced
further results. I motor trucks we:re damaged west of ROLE, and cne |
motor truck, and a machine gun nest were destroyed near the coast west
of ROLE. A bivouac.area was also strafed, ‘

Wick Fowler, News Correspandent from Dallas, Texas, was on the line
interviewing men from Texas. He is an old friend of Capt. Alexandar

Louis, '

8 uajor Bland led 12 shij's on the only mineion flown today. ‘Two dir-
- ect hits were scored on the tracks on eitner side of a railway bridge.
16 more bcmbs were dropped on the area with several near misses on the
bridge and tracks. The tracks ware well torn up on both sides of the
bridge by the direct hits. 3 aircraft strafed on the way out with
further results. An electric locomotive and 8 or 10 box and tank cars
were strafed and several cars damaged. A small railroad station northn
of the target was strafed and damaged, and a motor truck was also dam-

aged., . B
A talk on "Flak" by Lt, Col, Dixon was slated for 1830 hours at

the Marigliano Theatre, but there was some confusion asbout the time,
and pilets of this squadron did not attend.

Twe new pilots came in today, 2ud Lts, James E. Henderson and Carl
E. Correll. 1st Lt. Graham Weigle and 2nd Lt. Edward H, Hyan receivcd
notice of their promotions to Captain and 1st &t,, respectively.

Capt. Anderson returned to Corsica today. - '

secssenuttsnntin",
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9 Capt. Kasun led 12 planes on .today's only —ission. The target was
the railroad station at CAPRANICA, and good coverage was obtained on
the station and yards, with direct hits on a junction very near the
target, A direct hit on a supply dump blew it up completely, and
additional strafing accounted for 7-motor trucks badly damaged.

2nd Lts. Dickison, Horrigan, Nelscn, Palmer and Watson received
notice. of tneir promotions to 1lst Lt., effective 20 February 15LL,

10 Lt. Dolny led a 12 ship formation on a mission to bomb the railroad
station and yards at ZAGAROLO. 5ood coverage was secured in the rail-
road yards. One building was blown up and one direct hit was observed
on a road next to the target. Hazy weather obscured furtner results,.
Two aircraft strafed another railroad station, but no cars were in the
yards, and the extent of camage is unknown. -

11 The railroad station and yards at ZAGAROLO was again the target
for the only mission flown today.- Caut. Kasun led the 12 ships and very
good -bamb coverage was obtained., One explosion, with smoke and flames,
was observed in the buildings, and several additional hits were scored
on the tracks. , '

This morning hot biscuits were served for breakfast, the first
since coming overseas, so it can be easily imagined how much they were
enjoyed, '

12 Yo missions were flown today.

13 It was announced today that Major Edwin A Bland, Jr., our Commsnd-
ing Officer, has been transferred back to Group Headguarters as Group
Operations Cfficer, Major Bland will be succeeded by Capt. Nicholas
J. Kasu, Jr., who has been Squadron Operations Ufficer and Capt.
Grahanm \fsigle will step into the post left vacant by Cant. Kasun.
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1 Only one mission was flown today. Lt. Dolny led the 12 plane
formation on an attack on a railroad station. A1l the bambs were -
dropved within the target area. and one small fire was started. At
least six bombs fell on the tracks, but due to considerable smoke
over the entire target area, further results were unobserved., One
motor truck was strafed and damaged on the way out, from the target.

15 7Two missions were flown today, both on targets in the CASSINO area,
Capt. Kasun led the first, a formation of 8 ships, and bombed a rail-
wgy station., Clouds of black -smoke and dust made visibility over
CASSINO very difficult. Three bombs were seen to explode in the target
area but further observation was impossible, _

Lt. Ryan led the second formation comsisting of 8 planes, and the
target was the same as on the previous mission, All bombs were dropped
in the designated area, but as an the earlier mission, smoke and dust

obscured observation, ' °

16 One mission, of 12 ships, was flown todsy, led by Lt, Dolny. Two
medium guns were the target. Good bomb hits were obtained in the tar-
get area, and the area was heavily strafed. Results were wnobserved,
due to smoke and dust, which obscured the entire area.

The movie "China" was shown at the ¥arigliano Theatre,

17 Lt. Ryan led 12 planes on the only mission flown today. The tar-
zet was a railroad underpass at the towm of NARNI, and the bomb hits
were well bunched on and arounc the target, with several direst hits
on the tracks on either side of the span over the railroad. Two bomb
hits vere believed secured on the bridge itself, 1 motor truck was

also damaged by strafing.

é 6
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18 A steel railroad bridge was the target for tue first mission of the
day, one of 12 planes, led by Lt, Horrigan. 2 direct hits were scored
. in the middls of theg bridge itself, 1 direct hit fell on the south end
of the bridge and 2 very near misses were also reported., The rest of
the bombs were well bunched around tne bridge, and six aireraft caused
additional damage by strafing the target, No flak was encountered,

A food dropping mission was also flown in the afternoon. 20 con=~
tainers of food were dropped in the designated triangular area., Lt. -
Dolny led tne mission,

Lta. Palmer and Vukovich ‘also flew on another food dropping miss*on,-

with the 526th Squadron, in the afternoon,.

19 No missions flown today.

 M/Sgt James Knight, Sgt Charles Bennett, and Sgt Everett Fisher
left today for Nortn Africa, from wheres ticy will leave for the States
to begin Aviation Cadet training,

20 The first mission toaqy was to drop food in the “Chicago" area.
Lt. Dickisan led the 12 plane formation, All th2 parachate packages
were dropped in or near the target area, except two which fell in a
bivouac araa south of CASSINO.

Capt. Baswn led the only combat mission today, one of 12 planes
with the railroad station and tracks at FROSINONE, as the target. The
area was well covered with 15 bombs dropoing on the station and yaxds,
end 2 direct hits were scored on 3 motor trucks, destroying one, pro--
bably destroying another, and badly damaging the third. Anotner
direct nit was secured on a road, The station and yards were also -
strafed,

- Another foed dropping mission was flown at 1330 hours, with Lt.
Wiood leading, All the packages were dropped in the designated area,
except two which hung and fell off past the target, bursting upon
‘.‘lmpact.

2nd Lt, Harold D, Simmons joined the squadron today.

Mt. Tesuvius came to life again, the largest eruption since 1926,
Flames and clouds of .smoke could be seen from the squ.adron area for
the past two nights.

The weekly ration of Goca-colas was put on sale in the dayroom,

67
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21 Another food mission was flown todsy, one of 16 pla.nes. A total
of 28 parachute packages and § belly tanks were dropped within the
target area.

Personal appearance of John Garfield and a group of USO entartain-
ers at the ¥arizliano Theatre.

22 No missions were flovn today.
1st Lt, Jolm Hendrickson, Squadron Engineering Officer, today re-
ceived notice of his promotion to the rank of Captain,

23 Two 8 plane food missions were flown today, dropping parachute
packs in the CASSINO area.

Mt. Vesuvius continues to pour forth enormous clouds of smoke and
a stealy stream of lava, Trucks have been furnished by the squadron
the past two evenings for the enlisted men who wished to take the trip
up the mountain. The little village of San Sebastiano has been partially
destroyed by the lava flow and several otier towns are threatened, Evac-
vation of the people in these towns is being carried ovt by the AMG,
wsing Angy equipmmt and personnel,

2, Three food missions were flown today, two of wrich were § ship for-
mations, and one of 10 planes, Lt. Dolny led the first, Lt, Dickison
‘the second, and Lt, Horrigan, the third. On all these, excepticnally
good results were obtained, all parachutes being dropned within the
designated target area.

Capt. Leo D. Robinson, new Squadron Surgeon, joined the organization
today. He replaces Capt. D. W. Anderson, who left more than a month ago.

25 Yo missions flown.

26 No missions flown.

.
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27 capt. hgsun led the only mission flown toaay, a 12 plane formation
which bombed the railrecad station and factory in SETTE BAGNI., The
target was dive bombed, with a good concantration of bomb hits obtained
on the south area of buildings, No direct hits were seen on the rail-
road tracks and dust and smcke obscured the target after bom‘:::u.g. 1n
gircraft strafed in the dive.

F/0 Joe J. Angell was today appointed 2nd lt,

28 Capt. Kasun led a b plane formation on an escort mission at 0915
hours this morning, as cover for the 526th Squa.dron, which bombed the
MONTALTO di CASTRO railroad brdidge,

. At 0925 hours, an § plane formation led by Lt, Dickison flev an
-escort mission, as cover for the 527th Squadron. Four enemy aircraft,
believed to have been ME-109%'s were encountered over ARCE and CASTEL
di TORA, but they did not attack the formation. This was the 1,000th
mission flown by the Group since combat operations were started.

29 One mission was flom today, a 12 plane formation led by Lt. Wood,
Shipping - at SAN STEFANO was the target, and buildings and boats in the
harbor were sprinkled with hits and near misses, Two hits or very

near misses were scored cn a “KT" bnat and it was also heavily strafed.

30 Capt. Kasun led the first mission today. The 12 plane formation -
bombed a highway bridge with good results. 1 direct hit was scored on
the south approach to the bridge, destroying a house at that point, and
several bombs went under the. bridge, wdoubtedly damaging it, although
it wesn't destroyed, The strafing of roadnets produced the following
results; -11 moter trucks, 2 weapon carriers, 2 Fiats, and a large bus
were destruyed, and 21 motor trucks, 1 Fiat and an armored car were dam-
aged. Appraximately 15 personnel were kill-d on 1 motor truck alone,
and further results were unobserved.

Another 12 plane formation led by Lt, Dolny, took off at 1400 hours,
but due to poor visibility and rain, all bombs were returned to base.,

JS - M
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31 ILt. Wood was the leader of a formation of 12 planes which took
of f at 0820 hours this morning, but bad weather forced them to return
to the base with their bombs, :

All of this month, we have buen housed in the same apartment
buildings that we moved into upon coming here last November, -

The winter months have not been uncomfortable; we have had plenty
of clothing and bed clothes; many apartments have stoves in them; the
lights and running water have truly been luxuries after a summer and
fall of living in the open with only the barest necessities, Hot
showers have been available most of the time, furnished by the Sexrvice
Group, '

The enlisted men have a well furnished day room, and the officers

" have their mess and clubrooms. Movies have been presented at the

Marigliano Theatre fairly regularly, once or twice a week or more,
and often, there are operas in Naples, to which some of the squadron
gos Naples being close by, men on one day pass are able to visit the
city. ‘ .

Morale is high, though there is a great deal of speculation re-
garding our next move, as we have been nere longer than at any one
place since leaving the United States,

At the end of March, the squadron has a total of 3138 sorties and
713:30 combat hours,

Ju—
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