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17 One mission was flown today, a bombing mission assigned to bomb
the tomn of TARQUINIA and then fly cover for a flight of B-25's bomb-
ing in the same area. Led by Capt. Schuyler, the flight bombed the
town and same wag well covered with hits, After coming off the target
and meldng a 360" circle a flight of B-25's were seen coming off a
target further inland., No radio contact was made, This was Capt,
Schuylert's 80th mission, :

Capt. Dean H. Schuyler, of Jamaica, Long Island, N.Y., is the
fourth pilot in the 525th Squadron to complete a combat tour of 80
missions. He has served as Flight Leader, Assistant Operations, and
Operations Officer in the squadron. Having completed his tour, Capt.
Schuyler will probably be returned to the United States for reassign-
ment, -

18 The first missicn of the day was made up of pilots of both the
525th and 526th, and was led by Capt. Anton, The town of PIGNATARO
was the target with several hits secured on buildings and roads in the
tom. One building exploded with clouds of yellow smoke. Ome large
flash was ocbserved, and believed to be a small gasoline dump just E.
of the tom,

The second mission was led by Maj. Gunnison, end was assigned to
cover the road between AUSONIA and MINTURNO. Only 2 vehicles were
seen however, and the entire flight bombed the road junction at M~765946.
More than half the bombs.landed on the road and b - § buildings aleng
. the road were blown up, all showing flashes of flame. This was the 80th
sortie for lst Lt. Swithin C. Shortlidge, thus completing his combat
tour. l LT

The last mission of the day was an armed reconnaissance led by
Maj, Bland, 10 scattered motor trucks were cbserved on the S, MARTINO
road which was the primary target, but none were concentrated enough
for borhing, 4 road junction in the town of CEPRANO was bombed with
the following results: 1 explosion with large fire and black smoke
" in the town; 1 direct hit on bridge in towm; 1 staff car completely

"destroyed, 6 vessels, believed to be destroyers, were cbserved in the’
Gulf of Gaeta, S FW-190's were seen but no contact made. -
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19 Lt, Kasun led the first mission today, which wus assigned to bomb
the LITTORIA railroad station, Hits were fairly well bunched in and
around the station with one direct hit or very near miss on a nearby
overpass. All buildings were strafed in the dives, 3 motor trucks
and-1 staff car wers destroyed by strafing.

The second mission of 12 ships was led by Lt, Dolny and the target
was a convoy of 60 motor trucks, reported between the toms of ITRI
and FONDI. The road was covered but no convoy seen, and the formation
proceeded to the last resort target, the tom of FONDI, Bomb hits were
well bunched in the town, with two direct hits on an intersectiom,
where a large explosion was seen, sending up flames and colums of
smoke seen as far away as the coast, It was believed to have been
a gasoline storage dump, 1 motor truck was strafed and destroved on
the road. : ' -

Lt, James L. Griswold departed the squadron today. He will go to
the States for reassignment,

1st Lt. Hugh P, Davisan, one of the few remaining pilots who came
_- overseas. with the squadren, also left today, and it is expected that

he will be sent to the States for rest and reassignment,

20 One mission was flown today, a 12 ship formation, led by Lt. Kasun.
The assignment was to bomb commmications in the town of VITERBO, and
to strafe shipping and coastal defemses on the way back, Several hits
were sgen on railroad tracks and the road intersection, causing consid-
erable damagae, A large explosion was seen with red flames and colums

of black smoke rising as high as 3,000 feet. .After dropping their
bombs, the formatirn broke into three flights and strafed, with the
following results: 6 motor trucks and 1 staff car destroyed; 3 motor
trucks, 2 electric locomotives and 5 cars badly damaged, A Radar
station at CIAMPINO S. 4/D and a small power station were strafed and
,damaged, The town of FURBARA was strafed with wnobserved results,

It has just been announced that Lt. Edward Fischer has been awarded
the SILVER STAR for gallantry in sction when he was wounded while on a
mission from GELA, SICIIY, on 1 August 19L3. A 20mm shell exploded in
the cockpit of his plane, but in spite of his serious wounds, he land-
ed his ship safely at a neighboring airfield, Lt. Fischer returned to
the States in October,

Pfc. Les A, First left the squadron today, the first man to restum
under the rotation plan, Pfc. First was in the.Armed Forces during

World War I.
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21 Capt. Anton led the first mission, of 6 ships, which bombed come
mmications in the town of AVEZZANO, It is bellieved that several good
hits were secured but observation was hindered due to dust and smoke
over the road. All planes strafed in the dive.

- . The second mission consisted of 12 ships, and was led by Lt, Kasun
to bomb a Radar station. One large explosion was seen, followed by
sheets of clear flame as high as 300 fset, and was believed to have
been a powder explosion. 2 smaller explosions were seen in the same
vicinity and hits were well bunched in the target area,

22 The first and only mission of the day was led by Lt, Weiglse, and
consisted of 12 ships, The bombing target was comsunications in the
tom of VETRALLA, and to cover the roads Bast of ROME on the retum,
Several good bomb hits were secured on the roads and a road junction
in VETRALLA. 10 motor trucks were strafed and destroyed at scattered
points North and Northeast of ROME, 20 motor trucks were strafed
between ROME and VAIMONTONE, with approaximately 10 damaged and possibly
destroyede A train of 10 cars was strafed and damaged in a station,
1 small automobile and 1 command car were also destroyed.
Lt. Yumn did not return from the mission, and it is not imom
whether he bailed out or landed his plane Bafely. He was last seen
by Lt, Watscn, after 2 Spitfires had apparently made a pass and fired
at him, His plane had already beem hit by flak, it is believed,
Today's missions were flown in support of the ANZIO~NETTUNO invasion.
News cones that the landings were made with very little opposition.
Our part in the support of the invasion will be to cover all lines of
commmication leading to and from the beachhead and the 5th Army front,
and also to prevent reinforcements from coming in over the highways
and railroads from the North. ’

23 Lt. Kasun led the first and only mission of the day. The assignment
was to bomb the tomn of VALLECORSA and to strafe the road to FORMIA

on the return. Bomb hits were well bunched in the town and a large
colum of smcke was sesn. 3 motor trucks moving south in town were
probably damaged. Direct hits on a road intersection gt FONDI caused
large colums of smoke and buildings along the road were seen to
collapse onto the road.
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2 The first mission, an armed reconnaissance of Ly ships, took off at
11:25 and after going as far as the Garigliano River, was forced to
turn back due to adverse weather conditions. Capt. Riechard J. Anton
completed his 80th sortie on this mission,

The second mission of 8 ships, led by Lt. Weigle, was assigned to
bomb & German Headquarters building southeast of the tomm of FRASCATI,
and to cover roads from the town to the sea, 2 bomb hits were secured
on the building with 8 near mlsses well bunched around the target.

2 motor trucks were strafed and destroyed and 5 more were damaged,
"1 20mm gun emplacement was strafed and destroyed, and 4 additional gun
enplacements were silenced.

Capt. Dean H, SChMYIGr, Ja.aica, L. Io’ and 1st Lt. Swithin C,
Shortlidge, of West Grove, Pa. left the squadron today for the United
States, for rest and reassignment after having completed their combat
tour. ' , . ' .

25 ' The only mission of the day was an armed reconnaissance of 8 ships,
led by Lt, Kasun, 6 direct hits were secured on an engine and 5 cars
in CECCONA railroad yards, and L hits or near misses on a section of

3 cars on a siding, A large explosion with flames as high as 300 feet
was observed in the 5 car section and was believed to have been a
gasoline dump. The 3 car sectiocn was. destroyed but no fire was seen.

A large explosion, belleved to have been an ammmition dump, was
cbserved about 1/ mile from the track., 1 jeep was also strafed and
destroyed. ' ’

26 Only one mission was flown todsy, an 8 ship formation led by Lt, .
Dolny. The target was a highway bridge, and although no direct hits

vere observed on the bridge itself, 3 direct hits were seen on the
highway north of it, as well as several near misses, Further observation
was hindered due to dust and smoke over and around the target area. '

27 - Lt. Jackson led a mission of 8 ships; to bomb a road junction at
CAPISTRELLO, on the first mission today. U4 direct hits were secured
on the road junction and 6 more on the road leading into the town,

The towns of AVEZZANO and CELANO were strafed and three cars in.the
CELANC railroad station were also strafed, all with unobserved results,
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27 (Cant'd.) The second and last mission of the day, consisting of 8
ships, was led by Lt, Duvall. A town, believed at the time, to be
PIEDNONTE, the primary target, was bombed with good coverage and sev~
ergl hits, It was later discovered that it was an unidentified town,
but believed to have been well behind the bomb line. It is not yet
certain as to what extent the town was inhabited by Allied troops,
and further results are unknown.

28 The first mission, one of 8 ships, was led by Lt,. K&sun. A large
convoy had been reported on Highway #6, between VALMONTONE and ROME,
and this was the primary target. The road was covered with only a
few scattered vehicles seen. 20 railroad cars were bombed in a station
in the VELLETRI area, with 2 direct hits, causing one car to explode,
and several near misses were observed on both-sides of the tracks. 4
convoy of motor trucks in the PRIVERNO area was strafed, of which 3
were destroyed, 3 left in flames, and 9 more damaged. 30 horse drawmn
‘vehicles were strafed with several horses Idlled and several vahicles
destroyed or damaged., An electric locomotive and 8 cars were also
strafed and damaged. .

The second mission was an armed reconnaissance, led by Lt. Dolmr,
to cover roads from VAIMONTONE south to the bomb line., Maj. Home
and Lt, Drew flew a 2 ship mission in advance of the remaining 8 ships,
with & railroad bridge as the target. The bridge was damaged but
not completely knocked out, The 8 ship formation scored 4 direct hits
on a highway, and several near misses along the road and railroad
which ran parallel to it. In addition, 10 motor trucks were strafed -
and destroyed, and 7 more were damaged, and 3 20mm guns were destroyed
and a locomotive damsged.

Capt., Richard J, "Tony" Anton departed the squadron today. Be
completed his combat tour a few days ago. "Tony" has made an excellent
record as pilot and Flight leader, On at least seven occasions, he has
had his aircraft damsged by flak, but has always managed to bring it
back safely. He excelled in strafing missions; once he spied a stean
shovel being used by the enemy, but was not able to get at it. Several
days later, an another mission, he went out of his way to destroy.it,
together with its crew and other wehicles in the immediate area,
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28 (Cont'd.) 1st Lt, Nicholas Kasun was today appointed Squadron Oper—
ations Officer, and 1lst Lt. John R. Dolny, Assistant Operations Officer,
Saddening news was received that Lt, iumm had been found by Fifth
Army somewhere in the invasion beachhead. He had apparently been killed
vhile trying to crash land his aircraft., Be was buried by Fifth Army
troops. ' . i

29 The first and only mission today was led by Lt. Welgle, to bomb
camumications in the town of FRASCATI., A4 road junction in the town
was strafed and bombed with excellent coverage. 1 direot hit was
seen on the intersection with others being well bunched nearby,
causing considerable damage. A gun position was strafed and damaged,
and 2 motor trucks were destroyed and 2 more damaged and possibly

destroyed by strafing.

30 Only one mission was scheduled during the day. A 12 ship formation
led by Lt, Jackson took off at 09125, but after going as far as the
.PONZIANE ISLANDS, the flicht circled S, FELICE CIRCEO and returned to
base bscause of bad weather, This was Lt Jackson's 80th mission,

31 Two flights, of 8 ships each, took off at 1600 hours this evening,
both being armed recennaissance missions. The formation led by Lt
Dolny bombed the town of FONDI. 1 direct hit was seen on a road in the
toma but further results are unimown, Lt. Drew bailed cut over the
tomn and hig parachute was seen to open at about 300 feet and was also
seen to collapse as he hit the ground,  The cause of his bailing out is
uninown, His plane spun in and did not bume -

Ite Weigle led the remaining flight which bombed the town of .
PRIVERNO with good coverage. Explosiocns were observed in the tomn and
two very near misses were seen near a road junction. A stean locomotive
and 3 freight cars were strafed and damaged. This was Lt, Duvall's
80th missione ' '

At the end of this month, the Squadron has a total of 2553 sorties

and 3941110 combat hours,.
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SURJECT: Mistor!ical records, B '
™ : Comiandin:: deneral, YII Air Sui.ort Coresaad, AV 37k,

, 1, Mutline sstory of tie §24th Fichtar nomber Spodron far toe
.period 1 Fsbriary 19LL to 1 Barch L9LLs |

, 8, Present Designation: 5¢bth Figuter do.ber Squadron, Ghth
Flihter Bomber iroup, XIT ASCe

" be Chan,;es in organization,

' (L) McMurray, James D., Ca.t., O=551%11, appointed Squadron
Adjutant 10 February 19Lk, vice Cai.t, Alexander Louis, 055602k, relieved,
Louis, Alexander, Ca;t., O=55%02k, appointed Squadron
Supply and Squadron Trunsportation Officer, vice lst L:, Joe K, Clark,
0=8561132, relieved, | '
~ Clark, Joe K., lst “t,, O=56432, appointed Personal

Fquipment Officer (Frin duty) and Assistant Enginecring Officer (Add!l duty),

- Brinley, Finley C.y 2nd Lt,, 0=75C07L, assigned to
this squadron 1l February 19hl, pilot, _
‘ Anderson, Donald ife, Capt., MC, O=li23649, transferred
to 310th Homb Group as-of 31 January 19Ll, departed 20 February 1SLL,
Purdum, III, Lenuel ¢, lst Lt,, 0=797501,
Veatch, Francis M, Jr., lst Lt,, O=LL5253,
Vukovich, Milan (NuI), 2nd Lt., O=75,700,
assiyned to this squadron 18 February 15k, ,

C, St.re."xgth, Commissioned and énlisted,
(1) Month of February, 19L..
(a)- At bepinning: 38 officers 3 220 enlisted wven,

i

Tueek 3209 (b) Net increase: 0 officars; 2 enlisted wen,




{g) tet durramsu: ..il,
id}. At end: 3@ oiflgers aud 222 cv-listed -,

. . -,

d. Station:,

. Wa °
(1) Fomisliano A4/3, ' =i liano U'Arca, “taly, dosiag the
entire monih of February 19hlk.

e. :?ovwmta.
(1) nil,
Lo Canpgignse »
1) .':licilirm; italiafl,
(2) ;.‘urat.int'n ' latter at..ill ir progsress,
tle parationsa, |
(1) Italian cazaai.n,

: _ (2) %orbins and strafing eucry positiona, e, .Ariors,
rodis, raillrords, tralne, taiins, '

(3) JO miesions and 2§y surties rsr ronth of Febraary.
(L) itesults o rost inportant wissions,

3 Feb Li: n this day,  two siii,, ranuarhy sere “lown, a tntal of 24
sorties, covering roads and ra..roads fNout: oS @.'k, Following is account of
ne days operations: -

T™e first two ship rhubarb was fiowa by “ai, ronc and Lt, Forrican, Tae
road net from ITAY to PRIVEHNO was covered wiin Lic followin,; strafin, results;
6 motor trucks, and 1 command car destroyed, and 3 :vtor trucks, 1 armwore? car,
1 command car and 1 jeep danazed. _

Lts. Kasun and Oldham next covered tne roads from ITAY to LITTYii4, 3
motor trucks were desiroyod and 2 damaied. 1 Niat was also destr-yed,

The third mission was also composed ol wwo ships flown by Tis, Jeiile
and 'uncan. The roads from ITil to PRYV:ING were covered and & motor trucks
ware destroyed, another believed destroyed and 2 damaged,

Lta. Dickison and ('Neil took their turn next and also secured :;ond

results, 1l command car was destroyed and 11 ruilroad care were da-a od.
3 20mm gun emplacements wers also silenced and probably destroyed;
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