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1 (Cont'd) Lt, Johnson's plane was hit over the target axd he was
forced to bail out. -His parachute was seen to open and his descent
was followed to 1,000 feet or less, and it is believed that he landed
safely. ' ’
' It, Brinley led the second mission of the day, made up ~f L planes
each from the 525th and 526th Squadrons. The objactive was to cut the
railroad tracks near ORTE, Four direct hits were scored on the tracks
~ and two hits on 15 to 20 oil cars, resulting in a large -xplosion and
clouds of black sioke. 2 motor tiucks were destroyad (1 flamer), and
5 damaged by strafing. A factory was also strafed. .
~ The last mission was led by Lt, viood. 3 direct hits were score!
‘on the CAPIANICA railroad station and several more hits and near misses
on the tracks at varicus points, 7The weatiier made borbing znd obserw=
ation difficult, and the danz;e to the railroad siution was unobserved.
1 motor truck was, destroyed north of FUSBARA A/D.

Four pileots also flew a mission with the S27th Squadron today, but
could not get in to the primary target because of bad weather, and
dropped their bombs on FURBARA A/D instead.

Nine new pilots reporied vo the squadron todzy. They are 2nd Lts.
Robert L. Anderscn, David S, Bpker, tussell J. Bell, John E. Borrello,
Graydon S. Brown, Hichayd A Davis, Howard G. Decker, Jr., James GC.
Finlayson and Felix F, Simmons., ' :

The squadron baseball teem, very appropriately nicknamed the
"Travellers?, and under the managership of Lt, Joe Clark, today won.
thelr first game of the season, from the 332nd Service Group team,
on the latter's field by a score of 7 to 3. The opening battery for
the Travellers was Johnny Yetgell and Louie McGraw, ‘etzel vitched
airtight baseball, allowing only one hit, during his four innings on
the mound, and was relieved by Gene Guubert in the fifth, who finished
the game., Dick Gibbs replaced McGraw at this point and finished the
game b d the plate. Gumbert handled the first bcse job befcre
going to the mound, Suvrney Bielick was on second, Alex Papalas at short,
and Ken Barnes st the hot cormer. Terrebonne, Edwards, and Moose was
the starting outfield. Roush and Shifley replaced Zdwards and Moose in
the fifth and finished the pame at center and risht, The squad is
practicing daily and with more experience, shculd develep into an inter-
esting and colorful team. The home diomond is almost completed, and
several games have already been scheduled for the near future.
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15 Capt. Kasun led the only mission flown today. The 8 plane formati on |

borbed railroad tracks between VITERBO and CAPRANICA. One possible .
break in the track wes secured, as well as scveral near misses, Twe
motor trucks were destroyed, 1 with a traller carrying several person~
nel, many of which were killed, and 7 motor trucks were damaged by
strafing. A zun position at NONTEROSI was silenced, 1 ftank car and 1
Fiat were strafed and damaged, and a factory was also strafed. '
Capt. Richard D, Lister left for home today. He was the last of
the pilots who came overseas with the sguadron. He has an admirable
record, and has flown 78 missions during the Sicilian and Italian

campaicns.

16 Railroad tracks were again the target for both missions flown to-
day. The first was led by Lt, Ryan, and 3 direct hits as well as sev-
eral near misses were scored on the tracks between NARNI and ORIE. -
Strafing resultss 2 motor trucks destroyed and 8 damaged. 15 rail-
road cars strafed with unknown reswlts. '

Lt. Dolny led the second mission, and the tracks near CRTE station
were bombed with two hits and several misses which were fairly close,
possibly causing damage, 1 armored scout car and 1 motor truck were
destroyed, and 2 motor trucks were damaged. )

)37 .Lt., Brinley Xed today's mission, a formation of 8 planes, ™o
direct hits were scored on the tracks, and two more were believed to
have been direct hits. A motor convoy of 12 vehicles was heavily
strafed moving into SUTRI. § trucks burst into flames, 7 more were
badly damaged and. probably destroyed. Another motor truck was des-
troyed and a motor truck and a Flat were damaged, at various points
on the way out. 3 piles of boxes were also strafed.

The Travellers, squadron baseball team, today met and defeated
the team representing the L1Sth Night Fighter Squadron, by a score of
8 to 7, on the home diamond. Hoyt Smith made his debut as a hurler
in this game, pitching four innings before being relieved by Gumbert,
Louie McGraw and Dick Gibbs shared the catching duties. '

¢
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18 Lt Watson led 5§ planes on another mission to bomb railroad tracks
today. A 30 to 35 car train was bombed with a direct hit in tne middle
of the string of cars, causing an explosion. Another 20 car train was
bormbed by two aircraft with hits in the middle of the cars, causing
additional explosions. FEoth trains were stationary and without loco-
motives, One motor truck was destroyed and one damaged by strafing.

19 No missions were {lown today. The movie "“Girl Crazy! was shown
in the stadium near the Pomiglisno Railroad Statiom,

2nd Lt. Andrew ), Harrison, only recently assigned to this squad-
ron, was killed when his plane crashed while on a practice flight,

The Travellers today ran their winiing streak to three in a row,
as they downed the 332nd Service Group team by.a score of 13 to 3.
Batting around the entire lineup in each of thne first three imnings,
the Travellers scored 12 of their runs, added another in the fourth,
and coasted on to an easy victory. Ken Barmes, making his initial
appearance as a pitcher, held the visitors scoreless and alloved only
three hits during his four innings on the mound., He was relisved by
Gumbert who finished tne game,

20 Capt. Kasun led the first mission today, to borh the tracks between
ORTE and ATTIGLIANO, but bad weather prevented the flight from getting
to this target, and the rail line between VIT:ZRBO and CAPRANICA was
bombed instead. Several direct hits were scored on the tracks, causing
breaks in at least three different points,

Lt. Wood led tne second mission and as on the first, the altemate
target was bombed because of bad weather north of the Tiber River, -
The tom of ITRI was covered with a good »attern of bomhs, 1ncluding
several direct hits on roads in the tom.

The Travellers! winning streak came toc an abrupt halt this a.fter-
noon, as they were stopped by ‘the L15th Night Fi.ghter outfit by a
score of 8 to 2, -Aided by several errors early in the game, the vis-
itors took an early lead, and were never threatened, Hoyt Smith
started on the hill for the Travellers, but after two shaky innings,
during which he allowed six runs on only 3 hits, he gave way to Wetzel,
who fared no better, and Gumbert finished the last three immings.

£3
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20 (Cont'd) We had chncolzate cake for supper this evening. A rcvie
"The Kansan", with Richard Dix, was shown'at the barigiiano Theatre,

Capt. Leo D. Robinson left the squadron teday to return to the
States on rotation. S/Sgt Glen Cline also left for home. Both have
been overseas for almost two vears, ‘

21 Lt, Ryan led the first of two missions flown today, The formation
was assipgned.-to homb the railroad tracks in the vicinity of ATTICLIANC.
Several bomb-'hits were seen on the tracks, and other near misses wiich
were close enourh to damage the roadbed. The flight strafed cn the way
out, destroying one motor truck and damaging another on roads just
north of Lake Vico. 20 or more railroad cars were strafed in BANZIANA
station, and several ¢ars left smoking, ‘

Lt, Angell led the second formation, attacking the same target as
the first mission, earlier in the day. The first two planes in the
formation, Lt. Angell and it. Falmer, scored direct hits on the tracks,
and the rest of the bombs were misses on the secondary railroad to
MONTEFIASCCHE, 10 borbs were returned to base,

22 Lt. Watson was the leader of an 8 plane formation to bomb railroad
tracks at ORTE this momrming, but the fligzht ran into rain and black
clouds as they neared the Tiber River. The cloud cover also obscured
the alternate targets, and all bembs were returned to base.

Capt, Blackwell and Lt. Duncan lz={t for Rest Camp today, but Lt,
"Tiger® Palmer made up for ihis sbsence at the 16th Evac by taking
two of the nurses out in celebr:tion of his 80th mission, . A number
of the officers in the squadron have been joing to towmn to the Red
Cross in the evening to eat ice cream and tinen awalt the singing of
the pretty vocalist there. Her rendition of "Knock Me A Kiss" has
set a number of the pilots on their heels, - i

The Travellers lost a loosely played slugging duel to the 526th
Squadron team this afternoon by a score of 16 to 12, The game might
have been called a parade of pitchers, as four pitchers took a turn
on the hill. for the home team during the.seven innings of play.
Wetzel started and wzs relieved by Smith in the third., Barnes cane
in in the fourth and lasted until the sixth, when Gumbert took over
and finisihed.. Gibbs and Edwards did the catching, -
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22 ‘Cont'd) Sapt. John i7, Hendrickson was today assismed to Jroup
Headquarters, as Jroup Zngineering Ofticer, '

23 Railroad tracks in the area of ORVIZTC was the target for both
missions today. The first formation consisted of & planes and was
led by Lt. lyan. Two definite breaks in the tracks were secured as
the result of direct hits, and near misses causel possible damage to
a bridge.

Lt. Ryan led the second mission also, and secured only probable
damage to the tracks. One hung bonb was salvoed, and a direct hit
scored on a highway. :

Word was passed around this evening that the "Canino®” mission
Was to e run tomorrow, accompanied by a OLlS briefing. - Witk 8 air-
craft scheduled for the fli;jht in this squadron, Lt. hathls surmised
that "both" pilots returning would be stood down for a ccuple of days.

24 The Canino Landing Ground made up the target for an early mission
this morning. Lts Dolny led the 3 plane formation, 10 to.15 revet~

ment. areas, some of which had planes or material in them, were thorcughly

strafad, If they were planes, all were definitely damaged. 15 planes
taxi*ng on the field were strafed and somo pcssibly damaged. Lt,
Brinley got his sights on a ME~109 circling the field with his wheels
down, and got in a good burst at him. Lt. Watson, coming in close
behind, zot a good 10° deflection shot at the enemy plane, and fired

a burst into his fuselage. The plane began smoking and burst into
flames, after which the pilot bailed out and the plane crasned not

far away. )

Lt. Horrivan led today!s second missicn, an 8 plane formation to
bomb railroad tracks. Lt. rurdum scorec a direet hit at one point,
causing a definite break in the track and several near nisses at
another point. : o

‘The mission was not the big success it wes hoped to be, but probab-
1y much more damage was done by strafing than could be observed by the
pllots, Using the new explosive bullets, most of the pilots fired
over 1200 rounds. Lt. Natson is now the Yace" of the squadron, with
one victory and one probable.’ )
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25 =Hailroad tracks were again the target for both missions flomm
today. Lte Hook led the Iirst formation of & planes and bombed the
tracks between NARKI and {RTE. Breaks in the tracks were secured at
two different points, and near misses caused possible damage at a
third, One motor truck was destroyed by strafing.

Lt. Brinley was the leader on the seccnd mission, Three definite
breaks were secured, with:two probable direct hits at another poini.
A1l € aireraft thorou,-hly strefed 25 or more railroad cars at one
place and 30 at another, Two flamers were observed in the first string.
and all cars seemed -to have material in them, Trucks mownted on six
flat zars were strafed and drraged at another noint.

v A big raid on laples was made last nij;ht during the middle of an
e.nterta_n:mb movie. The AA boys claimed 5 planes, but. the spectators
on the ground did not see it that way.

in improvement in the food has been noted the past weck.

26 PRain and bad weather forced a standdown for the entire day,
One officer and 15 enlisted men of the Ordnance wnit were today
assigned to the squadron, -

27 Rainy weather continues. No rissions,
_ "Lt. Shaunty was assigned to LATS and w1ll lz_ave for Algeria as
soon as possibls,

28 It wasn't until early this evening that we learned of our coming
move from the comfortable apartments which we have occuried for the
past several months, to Marcianise Airfield near Caserta, Qur orders .
are to be ready to lcave by noon tomorrow and everycne is busy packimg
personal equipment,

Today marks the lst anniversary orf the uroup'a departure from the
States, Tne Group Officers are naving a party and dance tonight, and
the enlisted mon are also planning a party.

Capt. Louls was assigned to Group Headquarters today.
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30 All of the day was well taken up with the task of moving the souad-
ron to our ne® lncztion at larcianise Airfield, This field is located
aboul 3 miles out of Caserta, on the Naples-—Caserta hizhway., It is
fairly well laid out and our bivdlac area is only about 200 yards from
the line and disgersal area,

Zarly in the mworning, men were up and about, packing tneir perscnal
belonzings, and getting ready to move. There were rany late sleepers
though for on tae night before, April 29th, the Croup Ufficers threw

big party in their new Officers' Club, This, mcidenta.lly, was both
open:Lng and closing nignt for the Clwb. '"'he occasion for the tnrty

was the first anniversary of the Group's naving left tne States

A.tent detail ovreceded tihe main boay of t:e squadron to our new
area, and sct up a number of tents., Operations and Intelligence are
in a small building near tae line, one of the very few buildings on |
the ficld. The line sections are nearby, and most of the planes are
only a couple hundred yards away.

Our bivouac area is devoid of trezes but f.here are some nearby -
and along the roads, The mess was quickly set up and provided a good
evening weal, Our Italian KF's and barber came '-lonsr #ith -the squadron.
As vou walk dosn through tie %ent area, you are lisble to be accosted
by one of Taffy's oiffspring, with a tug on your trousers leg or a
little nip at your neels, for all of tne six pups are vwned Ly men in
the outfit, aind are full fledged "rerberst of the squadron,

During the nonth 359 sort:.es and &83:5Y conbatb lLievrs were fiown
by thr- squadron,
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