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to be able to take tho airplane back tn the Stetes for displey and advertlsing
purposes. Capteim Murphy, Squadron Surgeon, brought newe thet Lt. Journell
would te in the hospital for approximately six weeks. Lte. Benear end
Archibald joined him a few deys ago. .The former with s serious case of G.I.e
and the latter for &n unknown reason. Ten more new pilots todey. The numbar
of pilote aseigned to the Squedron exceeds all previous numbers. The "ehow"
in France must surely going to be a largs one. The leundry end price of
laundry situntions are rapidly coming to a climax. 4., ¥Kritz und Nordell

went into Bastia todsy to pick up their laundry and ofter erguing with the
natives for some time they started to turn eway in disgust when one of the
natives, & sixty yesr old men, ran into the h ouse end grabbed a shot gun.

Hie family prevented him from getting out of the house with it. Ve shall

soon bo doing our own laundry. FPFlew three missione today, one bombing ziesion,
one escort miseion, and one two ship search miesion.

Captein Ssunders and Sgt. Bueshey went into Bastia today tc attempt to reeason
with some laundry people. In the ensuing melee thu Provost Marshall end two
M.P.'s were called upon to aid in settling the dispute. The matter never

wae satisfectorily eettled and only two out of five bags of leundry were pro-
cured. A theft of a gondly portion of the week's P.X. wae discovered late
this evening. lt. Benear returned from the hospital. The Squedron flew two

missione toduy.

The morning mission wae particularly euccessful. Despite pocr weather con-
ditione, the target, s bridge North of Gelliete, It aly was rendered unservice-
able by hits on the North approsch. Prior into geirng into the dive Captailn
Lucae and Captsin Seundere hed eighted threc.: J.U. 52's on an airfield
escroximately ten miles North end slifhtly Eest of the target. After com-
pleting the bombing miesion the flight made & wide eweep end etrafed the air-
plenes thorourhly, all three of them were loft burning. Captein Lucas set
two of them afire and Lt. Bartlett left the third one bleszing. Fart of the
flizht strsfed end damaged barracks and adminietretion buildings on the field.
On the sfternoon mission Lt. Taylor was forced to bail out epproximately
three to five miles South of Portofino, Italy being hit by enti-sircraft fire
when he dove on the target. Onme flight circled him end gave him cover until
he was picked up by Air Sea Rescue and taken to Plonbino, Italy end froo
there brought back to the Sguadron. Major Harry W. "Doc" Dorris, one of our
original pilots and former C.O. visited us today. Aft=r he had completed

his tour here he trunsferred to the Fifteenth Air Force end he has just now
completed & tour there. His stories of fights with en exy planes kept us
spellbound all through the noon mesl. "Doc" hae elways been & favorite of
the Squadron. The men and officers alike were glsd to krow thst he was

going home after completing two tours, downing five enemy airplenes, winning
the D.P.C., the Silver Stsr, and the Air Medel with seversl clusters. He

hes certsinly drno his fair share in the wer. Cur A-36 wae flown to Naples
today {n exchange for a P-47. That is the laet of the A-36's in the Group.
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More trouble today. Captein Ssundere crashed into & truck while teking off
losing about three feet of his left wing. He wzs able to keep his aircraft
airborne and meke a circle of the field to land safely. This is the third
such accident all caused by carelessness of ecmeone leaving a vehicle either
on or near the rurway. Por the pest two days all of our miseions have been
flown in the moraning. -

Th e mission today is one thet will be telked of for scme time t o come.
After bombing end hitting the primary terget, @ bridge in the lovara-lilen
area, the flipght ettacked ajirdromes in the same area. HMaking four or five
pesces at five different airdromes they destroy ed 23 and dexaged at least
10 eircraft of all types including ME-109's, Focke Wulfe 190's, JU-%2's and
four four-engine airplenes. Also four motor vehicles filled with personnel
were destroyed. Two of our planes were hit by flak. Group Operationse is
attempting to mrrange a strafing miseion in this same area for tomorrow
morning.

The morning miesion proved that the Germems lost no time in moving most of
their serviceable planee from the fields that we attacked yesterday afternoon.
The pilote bagged two JU-52's on the ground. The engineere' started work on
the runway this efternoon and the field will be closed for three of four

daye while they lay steel matting the entire length of the runway. The trek
to town started about 3:00 o'clock. The object wae the bar in the Officers’
Club. By 7:00 o'clock most of the officers were present and most of thoese
preseant were in various stages of enebriation. The only casulties of the
evening were two of the Group Officers who were subjected to a verbal

barrege meinly because they were Group Cfficers.

As 8 result of 1ldt nighte "blow off" the Intelligence Cfficers of each
squadron were called together end given a lengthy discussion on awarde. The
object of the discussion wes to show that Groug was not et fault bdecause

the awards wsre not being granted. The discussion in the Bastiam Cfficers'
Club did bear some fruit. Captain Williemson, Lt. Beebe and Lt. Nordell

laft for Foggia this morning to get their ordere to go hame. They were
acccmpenied to Poggie by Captein Henrlod. The party spirit continues to guin
momentum end approeched a climas tonight. The Officere' Club in Bastia weas
arain crowded by Officers of this Squedron. Two new pilots were assigned to
the Squadron today.
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- (¢) ilet decresse: 4 officers; 6 E.M.
> : - (@) At end: 54 officers; 241 E.X. aoeigned.
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(2; Uestire of o.erttione: 2 mbybt oierdi ne Ly :ki-
tyve »1r:ra:t, tn give=tomdin~. gtr2ling, rludsrt ond h-‘rsl, L
n ~tbegiiin: 2atdy e~wtusic:tl ne, knt Zrincically of d've-u;mhi..
L pe.

V%3 Ju.ier.of sissionz end rorties D .r perliut oy ~iceions,
£52 s-rei=s.

(4) cdzsults of dmzoricnt alesions: ' T .

(c; Hission: 1% aupust 1éob: PFour plsaes ooicts i bwsy

bridse in Ssuthern France, 1) which wes bein- eituneively used 3y SLhe Cermsne

ir ¢oferse uvruinst Anericen landings v Siulrern frence, 2, the woeitler teirng
nezy ~ré prctapility of suscues -exn fair. 2%, .e6ci alsses wore scered st .r
which 4) %2 enexy mot-r vehlicles sné crti'lory rlecis wure deelrsyed. 7% roli-
road sure syroefed Ind many desiroyed, o, serix sely intsrfaring wits the eragy's
c:nducst <! iie Zelerve.

(b‘ Uisricn: - 1€ fugust 1y44:  armed recinasissnce bty

in the Joulen-avignen, Fronce srot, 1, whers the srexy wis uring
the rosds ot snep:rt vitel supplies und men in defa-ee o ;cut rn Tr ke
sreinst cur lavdinge tke*e. 2) Froenzi. i‘y ol suncess wWoT n. very g3us Jur
4ie ~iezion slhce tia- westiles wus oxuresel ¥ lie2y :=nd wisini.it voazed nil,,
T &b)  cvortielese, s 15 cer triza tr-in wse destroyad, s ';all slegtr:ig
train strelod cut O c:mmisaidn, und st lecst 25 anctor venicles cesurived.
£) mericusly cricpling thse enea’'s mweterisl, pangeWer end bv nues M i rese
anc e-ress. .
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Lons 16 Auust 1y4b4: Sirn
2 Twlon= vigntn 2res, 1
h
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the vi hwuys nd ralircids extensively - brin un zern cnd muteriv., 2, hrzv
woather ma-inw 2rchy tii'tv of : suceceealul 'az‘on ey £uire 5 oSisve.-roin.
ne yeetier, toe vigel.on yos eompl eted with  rest tuceoss. 4, Lhe JIi ke

cne‘vwv rp & lurpe ten:, .Hrce :ot. T vericies and at le gt &0 oil ¢ .rs .nd
railrozd cern. In additiom, ‘“ren enewr plunes wore serictsly deze:ed, o6
c male.c’" coilsseing, £, all ol .-ich inliicted meuwy log. on L eaeny .
(d) 1Tisciom: .17 Aupuet 1544: Twelve plures strored 1)
sn extensively used enemy eirdrome rt Crange-Ssrit.t, Pracce, 2) in hezy
westher where chence af success wes not good 3 & 4) 5-10 enazy JU=28s cn the
yround, » dinky train, ecverel --~tor venicles, ond e 1="re miieer of rei-roed
ccrs  were destroyed by strafing, cne emmunition e¢=» blowinr up, +nd pery
csre losded Witz airplene psrts end equizmeat bei g a. ong tooeo destroyed, .

‘ E) ell 2 which were highly demeging o .the ensmy during the crztical period
* when Amgrican troops were- pou*ing into Southurn ”rance.

he Commandlng Of-iter s impcrta“. ﬁiasionsz one to repert.

-

light Officor Regineld M. Jargewson was

-

1;v Losael 1n action:

jo . ro'uer and nreaent membera who have diauinguiehed themselves.
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CLUFIDELTIsL.
(1} The Iollouing of icese received tho Distinzuished Flyirg Croes
for extrasréinery uehievesent wilie participetin-g in esriel 21li-hi.
Cept. Varnon . Williwmson
1s4 Lt. fert (.0I) Peneer
ist Iu. Prnul 2, " ordell
‘18t Lt. Serbest . Zstep (XKIA)
2Sept. Sttnley G. lrichb (PLd)
Sspt. Sureno .M, Schmitt
let lo. toberst E. Mellintoer
Capt. .cbort 3. Fleming,
Snpt. Ay (WMI) Cenilies
1st Lt. 7illiza %. Russell
Caps. Jeckison ( I) 3sunders
ist Lt. Sharlee 3. leyer (iIa)

2. Incloced is-War Dicry
fur the gericd 1 auust o

Inclt Yor Diery oriy.'e 3.

» 526th Fishter Ssuadron, 35th Firhter Sroup,
1 Septomier 144, ' '

sr Comendiap (Ifigor,

FAIDERIC H. VEIRICD,
‘35?1‘.., .-\.'3., 8-2 :f..icor)
526th ?"a‘.!‘. Sq‘p -réth :": . :J?o
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Aurust downed on t=is Isle, hot and sultry &nd dusty. Even g0, it ie nct
nearly so hot ame it is in Naples fcr oxample. Thore ip yererally 2 pli-nt
braeze blowing off the loditerransan lrom ths "ast whkicl, 1ends Buze reliel

in the aftarnoon. 2Japt. 'Williamson, its. Norédell und oebe, went to XII UAC
in ¥a:les with Capt. Henrlod, 2 obtain treir psvere to [~ home end tu atterct
to obtrin tieir awards. ot only thie Sguadrom, out poczle in llanles tre cilll
Leli:in; abeut the groct miscicn flown by owr Squadrn on July Z5th in wiich

ut lenmt 25 Gorman planns were destroyed. Trere wore na miszions Slown toder
“op L reas-n tint cporstione have ceaced pending ‘nuilllitiicn of 8 svoel
mut ruanway. A Group pucly was ecared 1 Yhe evan.nr .n Goovw lleudauzrters t.
arnouncs 4ho rolecse of Jol. Kofshl from Jurtlicr ecmmind o the Troud, ond

« . pubrtituticn o Col. Bates in his plece, elfcctlve tomorraw. There wW.s
corsideratle drincineg, cnd ¢-naidarzile ridtin- of variove rere .nalitice, In
elud!t  b.th Solonels.

~0l., Esrl . 3etec, Jr., took iver tho cummnd oI the Groul, ~nad Sol. Tofehl
want Lo the 37ih “i-hter Winz orepzratsry 4o b-inzm r tuted b-ciz 4o the Strtes.
Yhny o tre s.lets are tukirz cdvantore o7 the rivo or pix day etend cown to
ro-visit Rome, tie now faague lgci-a ovel, wiich nue besn univereelly nick-
nimed t-e Veprine iHotel. Ctharc svend ¢ nsiderable tir.e in Bastie, wrere the
toopln rencin sulleon, and e liguor bad. The Sene:al.eo, Trenciacr ené Slove
t4111 ropm up ené duwn thie .ne hi-hwev glorn- the rosd bu.min- -ides. There
aro vers .ow En-lish or the Ioli.nd compared wiil wiat we nuvo had b otilr
~lcees. Tho Slave sre & ccntincent whicii tne Ivelirme or!-inelliy.brou it

hers nu :ris.nere, puttin~ Lhox tc wory es luborars, and they h-ve stayed on
‘g mgbere >F tho sllied Firces. They are suspliod WLh 5.1, eloshin: und
anutogant, ~c ors tha French = Famr of wii'm beli:ve that the eI, is wemrin-
Trongh enulipment. Cur bivousc nres ic nwt boinercd rmica by itinerant "Frorst
Ar 4o woro by the Italian "Guincaz®, and whet . ew unndor t.riu h the tleee -re
roL saakine uaric or wasl, .t vsurl y wont 4o buy shoes, wiotelaee Ir .uher
engurditing. Si-os will pell or any nrics tetween tuonly ngé ity dollers,
nnd n .17.°0 wateh will brine 3100.00. On the oviter hand, it coste ive or aix
dollnrn for 8 8a0ll wesh, and it i3 said thet tho ledises of reuunerative s.n
dre 'y bt an o9 wien they demand {rom twenty in thirty dnllors. As & resuit,
Lthe venarenl rate hae ronse down, the blood pressure up, osnd virtue has its

own rwnrd in 8t leest & small mensure, = ecounomictlly specking.

5pt. Jaaee 3. Anrel, orobably the tellest and leenocot man in our outlit, los't
today I'ar 3aznoli Personnel Contaer # 6, where he will bo rotated back to lhe
'nited States. The Airdrome hore (Poretta) w-e oponed fur an nour or so todey,
but wnp cloeed az:in, und no missisns Ilown. P-T boets ni-Mly slip quietly
out o. Bustim H~rbor end make the trip tc the Soutliorn Fronch domst. Some of
¢hew ovon venturo into the herbors. They claim their oorcontage of kille runs
nocut 0., which sirply means thet cut ol nine P-T's in a mission, there will
be up enexs vosesl sunk on at loset S0. ol tie missi~ns. Somo of our pilote

k. ve -on. oh missi-ns with them and Jrocloim it an adventure which 21l should
-+t behind. In lMuples, tno horbor is clo-r2¢é with shinpin-. The invasion of
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Southern France or whorever it will come cannot be fer in the offing. Tie
stalezato in Itely befcre the Gothic Linec seexs in be merely ths c2lw bcelore
tha stornm, end the faverite tectic of the Allies to date-=thal of punching on
one front, relaxing, then punching on anosther--is bteing carried out.

Srt. Virsil Hapans wes tried ond convicted by Genoral Couris Martiasl in MNeples
today and sentenced to two yezrs on & statutory cherge. Ilews came todey that
the doughfeet in llormendy have broken through teodey end ended Lhe temporcry
stalemnte in that sector. The staond down is etill ;reoviding an opuortunity

for tho officers and men tc visit Bestie, Torto snd even Ajrcclc. AL 3astia
there 1s an Cfficer's Club, consisting of whet was foracrly a sumdtuous bea-
8ide homa nf 20 e twelve or lifteen rocms, ebcutl ¢ mile Nerth of Enetie. There
iz o good bar where Jap Corse, Cogrec, Vermcuth ecnéd cno or two other drinls

can bo purchaced. 4 verands overlooks the eea, and ccwl:rtable cheirs provide
a plaece to relax, loock out over the sea towerd Eiba, end drirk whatever is
purchasod. Sernd hes beorn hsuled in to 7ora u comfortatle beach &b the llorth of
tho Qlub, and o diving board i{as in procoss of construction. Local beauties

sun themaelves in the afternoon, end kids cuns clothing unsihockingly plunge
into tho brino in front cf the egually unshockod Corsicen tolles. Scme nishte
8 smell crchestre, fentured by a crooked finrered occordicnist, pleys "icletta®
and "It's Lova, love, Love" 2nd whatever cier bits ¢2 mueiec it has et hand.
Tho onlisted men c2n enjoy themselves in the Red Cross in 3z2stia, which sorves
ico croom tuice & week and crovides s pleasant lcunging dlace cverlooking the
sea in front o the only park in Baetia, presentin: a welco e contraet tc the
dust ~f our c¢ork {oreet bivouoc aree

last rirht one of our tlanes flew trassition nl ht flying Zor the first time
cinco wo left the Stotes. This portends some long etcort missions.

The wr!tor obteined Cept. Williamson's :nd Lt. Nordell'e Distinruisied Flving
Crceseo st Fopris end delivered them via & Cetelina Flying Boct to these pilois
who are still at Bagnoll weiting for e boat home. Col., Kofenl is st the persor-
nol cent.r also, sweiting shipment homoc. Ho also obteined a D.7.C., much to the
irritetion of the pilets in our Squedron wio haven't been so rewarded elthough
neving flown many zore missions. - Cur Sguedron sterted flving agein, flying

four miosiono, taking off on the new steel mat runway, which ell the rilots

hove ttamped with their aporovsl,

Dettroyed oll Intellipence and Cperetional Summeries for monihe past by burnihg.
Cne misolon flown todey, tombing & raildroad track. Col. Spntes secms to be doing
8 good job a8 C.C. He wee foruerly Commanding Cfficer of the 79th Group, which
is clso ctationed here in Coreica. There have been no chanzes in Broup, person-
nol as yet. The Snuadron Qfficer's Club is penerslly livoly at nichts where !
drinke of roal Amcrican w:iskey can be purchcsed, whilo they last, et forty .
cente o throw. The plece pets noisy at timcs, ne sttested 4o by the enlisted

. mon the noxt norning by their sly reminders cf inebility to sleep on eccount

of stronge nocturnzl noiges. Unfortunetely theo Iiseon Hut which houses the

e e @ e e Em e e G o




‘e

/29

]

- cgHFIDLITI

e
1>

L

—

Shoet lo. ¥5. Wur Diary. 526in Fi nter Sg., §6Lh Ti-htor Gpey #Pw 650, SuTey LY.

“orth of Au.-uet, 194k, Prencrod by Trederic Y. denriod, Capt., tbove na~ed Sn.

10

11

——

WA Dia Y

the Coficer’s Tlub happero Lo te in the close pro.imity of e .uzter of the
onlisted men's pyrumidalo. Fokor gessicne cre ni htly aflairs. The wulls
ure lired with bumboo poles, o red bsr adcrns one end, camoul lepe netiing
provides end urly, but L. only pvailable subctitute for coilinr sireszers.
A1l dey long o portsble clonogrevn rines <ut cannod tunps rroviced by e
Sarcial Services Dapartaunf o> Lhe Arry. Such tunes B %Char.airne® und
"Slocs Ventucky Dnbe" navu enjcy=d 8 ronewed Sounauror populerity since tae
phonopraph's arrival. Pipe-uc rirls edcrn whslevor Sptce on rhe walls tiat
is not absorbed by the bamboo poles, running the gamut from nucity to o dise-
eusting eurplusapo ol clothoe from the hips down. Cceasionelly somenne  els
intorested in & crcoeword punzle. The enlisted mon gemerelly have & racio
g0 -owhere in tho vicinity ond 2 bottle of vino or medicinal elcohel nearby,
altiourh “here is gsurprisinely little drunkenres in the Squadron. Tho pro-
portlon is grester azong tho officors than amzony the enlisted men.

Cre missl n flown today. The silote ere liking thelr P=iT7s dottor every dey.
~ho mechanics on *he line don't liks to work on tnem as nuch ea they did on
the A=36s, sayinr thnt pad ots ore harder to got at, ete. Lt. Beneer is in-
sistin; on peirnting hic plano tc, sproar like & srark. How ha cun d:" this with
tre cipnr-chaped F=47 io 8- othlinr 28 e zystery snd wo are sweatlin: out the
picasro result.

Joo Louis, heevywel ht champian, is with the Groun todzy, having hls picturo
tel:cn with varicus Group (flicors, bel-yr £acwn eround tre r'isld, end tuking

a ew'ne or tuo st a knistad ;olf bell. He is scheduled %o ~ive an exhibition
tyorrow i~nt. ‘Howaver, o downpour toni it askes the scheduled exhibiticm e
mattar of conjecture. This ie the rirst rein we heve hud since we came tof
Coreice end it sorved es a welcome relicl to the clamy heat that hes nunzg low
over this part of tho beach for the sest Jew days. Tho pilote flew ono twelve
plane miseion tonirht, b zbinc 2 brid-e with rcod results.

Joo Louis' exhibition wos of course wne ni~h}izht of the sociul dey. Ho end
his troupe of course mcde locsl aepirents look like amateurs, but one hes to
admire tho futs of scme of theee bcys wiio ere willing to get in and mix leather
with the 3rown Dombor Sergsent. Due to inclement weather tho only 71i ht of
the doy wes unable to reach the target. Tespite the weathsr there have been
hundreds of heaviep and mediuzs winging their way over our field today on their
way tow.rd Southern France with their cargces ol dezth. It locks like the
preluds to s mething big. A lot of the fellows count them poin g ovor and more
eaperly ccunt them coming back, and the erin s on their faces when ths count
tallies up indicates a silent, uncxoroesed satisfaction thet these 5.I1.s have
when they know their "big frionds® hoven't lost e plane. If all the G.I.s of
all Squpdrons are like those in our Squadrom, we've rot tie bitchingest Army
in the world with thc biggest hearts in the world.

Todey markod a doy of vurliety in tne wey of tergots. Cne mission attacked &
run emplacement, another sttacked & Sectekt Station end another o urzourg
radar otation. This ip snother little indication that the irvasion is now only
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_hours swey, since dostruction of reder equisment snd mun az>lacemente in

the past nove been tho overture to the powder opers. All in 8ll owr boys
flew 26 sortios, wnich sliply means that's a lot of eorties end a lot of werk
for the linezen wno will work imto the wee h-urs cf the morning I recessary
to pet the siips in condition for another hesvy echedule tomorrow. Tocay Ve
had o field doy cn medels., OQur Sgusdron obtained 7 Distingulehed Flying
Sroepes - for Schmitt, Fleeing, Russell, Schiller, McTlintock, Wrignt, aend
Eetep, meking nine in the last few dcys. Eesides these, we wers owarded

o bunch of gir medels gnd ciusters. This sute ue far irn the loud cf' cther
Squacrons. 4 rocket sholi with English narkinge landed cn the Scuth end ol
tho runway during the night with e terrilic explosion that woie everycne up.
0 ino knows its sourceo or the recson Zor it's being dropped “here. Zverycn:
in the Sguadron thou-ht the invesion would come off i{cday {roz ell indicetions
tnd rumore, but it didn't. Betting is running high es %o when the dste will
be, end ‘here ere nusercus number pocls ebout the Scuadren zs to-tne exact
date of imnvasion. :

12 Some of the ofificers and men want to “he Zed Cross dance in Bastia in the
evening, where the 86;h orchestra pleyed.  Four of ihe members of tnie urunesira
hels arom wur Squedron = Giii, Knecn:, Turiey und Rosen. One misslo: wes
flown, ettacking & gun euplncement necr the Southern Coset of Frence. The
P-7 bocts in Bestia harbor are all shinod up, loeded wiin braouy looxing
torpedoese, wWith steam up, reuay 30 go &s 30cn &8 the order is given.

13 There is a stand down all doy todcy for maintensnce. Cur pianes nauve becn
operational or & good mary days and have taken a besting sotn with operaticnel
hours end t'lek holes. Col. 3ates told the 0.0. und Intezslgence il.1icers
vhe pian or tne Invasion wnich is rorthcoming. It eppears to be better pianned
and more ootailed zhen any other we have been on. A stack o direc.ives
two inches thick constitutes the S.0.P. for this show, and if plamming hae
arything to do with ~ho success of a venture, this Southern France drama will
go tops. Lt. Benear obtained his D.F.C. todsy, which rums our week's total to
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14 Major Weigle briefed the officcrs on D-Dey and the invesion, and Capt. Henriod
briefed the enlisted personnel later in the evening on the same subject. There
is a stend down today in order to get all planes ready for the Invaeion of
Southern France, which starts at 0800 hours tomorrow morning, after a parachute
invasion four hours prior thereto. There has been occasion for greater secrecy
on this invaeion, since reports indicate that the Germans have already picked
up the convoy, know the invaelon. is coming, but don't know exactly where. The
enlisted men were visibly interested in the news and just as visibly relieved
to know that another step towsrd home was being taken. Hundreds of heavies and
medimms are again flying over the field today, aes thesr have been doing the
pest ten days, on their way to soften up Southern France.

15 "D¥ day dawned bright and clear and bur first mission tock off in the dark at
0515, Our pilots flew & record nmumber of miseions - nine in all, the last one
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