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SUSJECTs Squedron History.

Tot Intélligence Officer, 85 Pighter-Bomber Gp., A.P.C. 520, lNew York, li.7.
1. Following is sn outline history of the 526 Pighter-Souber Sq.» 85
Fighter-Bomber Gp., 4.P.C. 520, c/o Poctmester, New York City, New Yornm
(formerly the 310th Bamd Sq. (D), 86th Bomd Gp. (D), APO 3659, c/o Post-
master, New York City, N.Y.; and APC 225, ¢/o Postmester, New York lity,

N.Y.) as per request. i - P | ‘
- . - a
a:?:zfé;;¢uﬁ>¢4¢; t:i}(L~§iaaa4zze¢r¢xf
Praderic H. Henriod, Capt. A.C. C$17801.
:26 F-B, SO_.. 86 -3, Gp..;\PC 520. !\'I.NY.

Incl: 2 cy outline hiet

OUTLI'E HISTCRY (F THE 525 F-3 2., 86 F-* GP., APC 520, N34 YCRX CITY, .'1:.'1.
‘A GRIGLIAL UNIT: | '
1. Deeignetion: 310th Bomb. Sq. (L), 86th Bomb; Gp. (L).
2. Date of Organiz?tiona 10 February 1%42.
3. Place of Orgenizationt Will Rog.cs Pield, Cklahome: City, Cklahoxa.
4. Authority: Genersl Crder Xo. 3, Hg. Thiré air éorce. Ta:p;, Florida.

€. Pereonnel: Cbtained from the STth Eonkb. Sq. (L)s 43atn Bo=b. @. (1),

-]
N e

B. CHANGSS Iis CRGANIZATICL:

1. On 19 June 1542, the personnel of the organization were trensferred frow
the 310th Bozmb. Sq. (L), 86th Somb. Gp. (L) AFCC to the 387th Eombd. Sq. (L),
312¢h Bozb. Gp. (L) AFCC, per Special Crder 146, di:ted 1S June 1542, Kq. Army.
Air Bese, Will Rogers Field, Oklehoma City, Cklshoma. - .

. .2, On 4 August, 1542, 126 men (entire etrength) trensferred fram §S?th
Bozb. Sa. (L), 312th Bomb. Gp. (L) AFCC, to-A/C unassigned end deperted from
Will Rogers Pield, Oklshoms, for Key Field Air Base, Meridimn, Miseiseippi, where
they arrived on 7 August 1%42. . ‘ . :

-1-




-3, On 7 august 1942, 125 E.¥. eseigned end joined orgenizetion, from &/2
uneesigned. 23 E.M. froz Hunter Pield, Swvanneh, Ceorgic, essigred end joined
organizetion.

4, Cn 11 Aupust 1942, all personnel of organization trensierred fro= the
587th Eomb. Sg. (L), 312th Bpzb. Gp. (L) AP3C to 310th Bomb. 3q. (L)}, 86th Eomb.
Go. (L) &iF, per Par. O, Special Order No. 138, Ha. 4111 Rogere Field, lklechoms.

: 5. On 1 Septeaber 1442, new Table ¢f Orgenizetion seeigned Sguacron. Lrgan-'
izetion chenged froz light Eozbsrdment Squedron to Dive Boxbarguent 3quedron, end
puthorized A=31 end.A-24 type mircraft.

4. On 1 June 1%4%, Fighter Table of Cryg:nization assigned to Zgumdéron, -euper-
ceding Dive Bombardzent Table of Organizetion. .

7. ©On 11 September 1%43, Designniion of Orgenizetion changed from 310th
Sozb. Sg. (D}, 86th Bomt. Gp. (D; to S26th Fighter-Eozber Squedron, B86th Fighter-
omber Group., per @neral Order 45, Eq. 12th Alr Force, dstnd 5 Septezber 143,

0. STRENGTH OF ORGAIIIZATICNM

1. it beginning of period, 1 officer and 32 enlisted men assigned, Special
Créer 18, Hq. II A.5.C., Oklahoma City, Okl.ncma, dated 5 February 1642,

2. Monthly Strength:

e. 28 February 1942, 1 of ficer assigned 32 E.), sssigned
b. 31 March 1942 35 E.M. assigned
c. 30 April 1542 36 E.M. aspigned
de 31 May 1942 - 44 E.¥, resigned
e. 30 June 1642 84 E.M. assigned
f. 31 July 1542 126 E.M. assigned
ge 11 August 1542 11 officers sesigned . 157 E.M. aesigned
h. 30 Sest. 1542° 23 officers aseigned 211 E.M. assigned
i. 31 October 1542 27 offizers sseigned 254 E.M. sepigned
jo 30 Kovember 1542 27 officers assigned 267 E.i, assigned
k. 31 December 1642 .32 officers assigned 270 E.¥. assigned
1. 31 Jenuary 154 22 offirsrs aseizned 253 E.M. sssigned
rm. 28 Pebrusry 1543 23 officers aesigned 254 E.M, essigned
n. 31 March 1943 31 officere assigned 256 E.M. assigned .
o. 30 April 1943 %2 offacers sssigned 253 E.M. assigned
p. 31 May 1643 32 oflicers essigned 253 E.M. sesigned
- g« 30 June 1943 48 officere aseigned 255 E.M. assigned
r. 31 July 1643 47 officers aesigned 246 .. assigned -
8. 31 Augzust 1543 46 officers eseigned - 244 E.M. assigned

t. 30 Septexber 1943 . 44 ofiicers assigned 253 E.l. ussigned

D. STATICNS: (Permanent or temporsry) of unit or parts thereof.

léizwill Rogers Field, Oklehoma City, Oklehome, 10 Pebrusry 1542 to 4 aug-
ust . R

2. Enroute to Key ?ield.fMeridinn. Miesissippi, from Will Rogers Field,
klshoma City, Oklahoma, via trein, 4 August 1542 to 7 August, 1542.
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3, Key 7ield, Meridian, Miesiselppi, 7 August 1642 to 15 March 1943,

a. 22 officers and $8 E.M. on D.S. to Keesler Field, Biloxi, Miesiesippi,
from % Pebrusry 1583 to 17 Pebruery 1643,

4, Enroute to CJemp Yilmer, New Jerery from Key rield, Yeridien, Miceissippl,
via reil, 15 ¥arch 1543 to 21 March 1%43. ' -

5. Jamp Kilmer, llew Jersey, 21 Yarch 1643 to 27 April 1543,

6. Enroute to New York City P.of E. from Cump Kilmer, lew Jersey, via reil,
37 april 1643, : :

"t

7. Enroute to Mers El Ketir, #lgeria, North ifricu, from :lew York City F. =f
£, vie weter, arzy tremsport "John Ericson", 27 april 1643 to 11 May 1%43.

8. Enroute to la Senim Air Eese, nesr Oran, Algerie, North Africa, 11 ¥ey

1:43,
9. la Sernism Air Sase, Adgeria, North Africa, 11 May 1547 to 11 Jure 1543,

8. D.S. xodiounﬁ, Morroco, Morth Africa, Flight Schelon, 17 officers
end 21 enlisted zenm, 15 May 1543 to § June 1% .

10. Tefaracuil Air Base, Aigpris. North ‘frice, 11 June 1543 to 7 July 1%43.

2. D.S. to N. Korte L/G, Tuniels, North ifrice, from Tefersoui alr Ebesc,
Flight Zchelon, 12 oflicere end 129 eblisted men, 2 July 1943 to 12 July 1543.

. 11. Snroute to M. Korba LG, Tunisia, Norih Africas, fromz Tefersoui Alr 3ese,
Algeris, North Africa vie reil ond motor trrmsport, 7 July 1543 to 12 July 1543,

12. N. Korba L/G, ®nisie, North Africe, 12 July 1343 to 21 July 1543.

a. D.S. W. Gela 1/G, Sicily, Flight Zchelon, 3$ officers end 80 enlisted
_men, 20 July 1%43 to 31 July 1%432. : .

13. Staging ares, Bizerte, Tunisie, 21 -July 1543 to 27 July 19&3.-

14. Enroute to W. Gele L/G, 5ecily, from staging sres at Bizerte, Tunisias,
North Africs, via L.S.T. 388, 27 July 1943 to 31 July 1943,

15. W. Gols L/G, Sicily, 31 July 1943 to 1 September 1543. e

8. D.S. to Bareellona, Sicily, Flight Echelon; 10 officers end 68 en-
listed men, 27 August 1543 to 1 Suptember 1543. | : o

16. Barcellona L/G, Scily, 1 September 1543 to 21 September.iyhj.

a. D.S. to Sele L/G, Italy, 3 officers and O enlisted men,  Septeaber
. to 30 September 1543. ' : ;

be D.S. to Sele L/G, Italy, 33 officers and 99 enlia'tl.ed men, 16 September
1643 to 30 September- 1943,
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17. ztaging erea at Milmzzo, Sicily, 21 September 1543 to 22 Septecber 1543,
rrea ¥1%51. :

18. Enroute to Sele Air Field (Selerno irea), Italy from etsging sree et
Milezzo, Sicilg vie L.S.T. from 22 September 1543 to 23 Seztemwber 1%43.

19, Scle Air Field, Itely, 23 September 1543 to 30 September 1543 {eng of
report period).

C. CAMNPAIGIS:

1. Sicilian Zamﬁeign:

a. Tirst Sgusdron sortie flown by Lt. ¥ileon 3. Gillilerd, who sccoxm-
pernied the 27th Zombardment Group on en 13130 mission over Southwest Sicily.

b. First Scuedron mission flown on 7 July 1%42, by Commanding Cfficer,
Cept. Regineld D. Yinters, Sept. Stell, lst. Lt. Harry ¥. Dorrie end let Lt.
¥ilson B. Gillilend, strafing encd bombinz the reilwey stetion, werchouse end
fectories st Mazera, South of Marssla, Sicily, in which miseion, Cept. >te™?
wee sttacked by three enemy eircrift, receiving serious damage to his plane and
being himeelf wounded by enemy eircraft fire, )

c. The Squadron continued from 7 July 1943 to 18 August 1543 (date
Sicily completely occupied by Allied forces), to perform strafing, bombing and
reconnaissence missions over SScily end Italy, executing 84 completed miesions
during that period in support of the ground and naval forces, snd on independent
targets designed to soften the enexy in the rear.

2, Italian Cempaign:

8. The first Squadron miseion over Italy was flown on 4 August 1543,
consisting of a twelve aircreft{ bombing miesion over ‘the railroad yards et Roserno,
Italy, in which Lts. Estep, Oman, Cook, Perguson, Cleus, Klass, Pisby, Trapman,
Orry Greer, Konese and Capt. Stout participated, with Lt. Pager as a spare, causing
sorious demage to the marshalling yards at the above mentiocned place.

be The Squadron continued flying missions over Italy from 4 August 1943
to 30 September 1543 (end of report date), zoneisting of strafing, bombing, patol
snd reconnaissance sorties, executing 76 complete missions (sveraging approximatsly
10 aircraft each) between 18 Auguet 1943 and 30 September 1943, which-mumber is in-
cluded in 112 completed miesions flown by the Squadron between the 4 August 1943
and 30 Septez:cr 1543. The total number of completed missions £lown by the Squad-
ron from its inception into cambat on 7 July 1943 to 30 September 1543 amounted to
160, with & total of 4.7 sorties comprising said missions. '

¢e The Squadron moved to Italy as mentioned above and continued opera-
tion from Sele Alr Base, Italy, particularly in close support of ground forces,
from that tate until the 30 September, 1943, during the critical stages of the
Salerno Area battles. ' '

F. DOMMANDING OFFICERS IN IMPORTANT ENGAGEMENTS:

1. Ceapt. Reginald D. Winters commanded the Squadron durihg the A8cilian
' -4




Cempaign, up to and including 10 July, 1643, on which date he was killed in action

or missing in action, not returning to bawe from a mieeion on that dete. During his
cozmend, Capt. Winters displayed unusual and outeterding end bravery, end perticularly
on 7 July 1543 when he drove off three enemy pirereft who were sttacking Cept. Glenn
A. Stell, who was wounded ernd who wes to later be eppointed commsnding :fficer in the
tlece of Cept. Wintere.

2. Major Glenn a. Stell se Operstione Cflicer end senior officer in comnend &t
the time, terporsrily sssumed the office of cozrandine officer of the Sguadron on
10 July 1%43, end on 13 July 164% was perzenently appointed Jommending Céficer of
the 527tk 7-E. Sg. (then the 310th Somb. Sq.)» which office he held et +he d:te of
the end of this report, 30 Sept. 1543, PFrior to end during the tlme Major Stell has
been Commending C'ficer of the Scuadron, he has highly distinpuished himself e &
superior pilot, whose courege end bravery have wWon for him the highest praise from
those working under him, together with thot of hie superior officers in the Group.
Perticulsrly, on 7 July 1%43, Msjor Stell wee ettacked by three enemy airereft, and
efter heving his plane eeriously dunaged to tre extent that eltitude und speed con-
trol were loet, he flew his plene at dengerously low :ltitude frox Sicily acrose tne
Vediterranean to Korba, Dnisis, st 2 dengerouely low eir specd, suzcessiully bringing
nizself and his plene back Lo beee, slthough he hed been wounded in ihe encounter.
Yis record from the inception of combat service to date is replete with similer per-
formances of heroiem, courage and leaderehip.

G. LCS3ES IN ACTICH:

1. Sicilian Cezpeign.
a. dounded:

1. Lt. chsrlee £. Pluce, wounted in hip, erz and shoulder bty enexy
anti-aircreft fire on 18 July 1643, at which time, elthough sullering froz serious
lose of blood &nd shock, he brought his plene back to bese without throttle, which
hed been destroyed. ‘

2. lt. Robert F. Food, wounded on leg on 16 July, 1543, when he
teiled out near C@nicatti, Sicily, ufter heving been hit by anti-eircreft Tire.

3, ¥ejor Glenn A. 3tell, wounded by enezy eircraft fire, in the leg,
in encounter nenr Mersela, Itsly, 7 July 15%3.

b. Missing in Action:

1., It. John P. Torlend, seen.to bail out neer Treina, Sicily, on
18 July 1943, after having been struck, apparcntly, by eremy entl-uircraft lire.
Eyewitneeses reliebly reported thet he wes teken prisoner by Sermsn officer and en~
"llsted men.

2. Lt. Frencis D. Mclarroll, seen to bail out nesr Regalbuto, Sicily,
eyesitnesses reliebly reporting thet he wee seen to lend sefely end become & prisoner
of war at the hands of Germen snd Italian personnel. -

%, lt., Welter I. Konees, killed in action one mile West of Mazzsrino,
Sicily, on 27 August 1542, mechanical failure of aircreft, while fifteen miles from
tese on return trip of bombing mismion over Siberi, Italy,
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4. lt. Berolé Sittler, kiiled in ection st iieso, 3icil;, on 1 aug-
ust 1642, efter engaging in & strefing miseion. Ceuce of dezth unikncwr.

€. lt. George ¥. Cszptell, reliably reported to be & prisoner of wur,
sPter btailing out near Mt. Etna, Sicily. Zeuse of peilout unknown. ’

2. ltelien Jampaign:
g. dcunded In iction:
1. .one.

be Mlssing in ~ction:

1. Lt, Herbert C. Estep, Jr., { iled to return from miseion on 12
September 1543, csause urknown.

#, WEMRTAS WHO BAVE DISTINGUISHED THEZMLELVES 1IN ACTICL.

1. Lt. Harold Y. Sittler, lesding a twelve eircreft flight over Mepeina der-
bor on 24 July 1543, one of the hesvieet delfenced flek erses known, scoring direct
hite on enezy cruiser and 2 destroyers, for whish, among other things, Lt. Sittler
hae been swarded the Distinguished Plying Cross.

‘2. Llt, Charles E. Plece, who, after heving been eeriously injured by enemy
flak, end whose plesne wus demeged t- the extent that there was no throttle control,
successfully brought his plene buck to beee , makinz & succeseful lending aefter being
reguired, while suffering severe ehock end great lose of tlood, to reach ecross hie
body with an uninjured erm and cut the switch, “or which feat, exmong other thinge,
he wes awerded the Purple Heert =nd the Dietirzuished flying Trose.

3. Lt. Rotert F. Hood, who, &fter heving been wounced end kis plane sericusly
demaged by enexy flek, bsiled oud, lsnding on the ground between friendly end onexy
lines, being held up end robbed by &n Itslian officer, eluding capture with the help
of friendly troops, for which feat, emong othere, he hes been recomzended for the
Dietinguished Plyirg Cross, end Cor which engegexzent he hzs been awerded the Purple
Heart.

4. Major Glenn A. Stell, commending officer, who hes been swarded the Purple
Yerrt for wounds received in combat with enemy sircreft in flight on 7 July 1543.

&. lt. Jewell G. Dyer, who has been awarded the Soldier's Medal for heroism cover
and above duty while ettezpting to rescus peraonnel neer a burning plens on 10 July
16423 in the vicinity of live bombe which exploded.

6. 5/Sgt. Jey Y. Biesecker, who hae been awerded the Soldier's Medsl for heroles
in rescue work neer a burning, exploding sircraft on 10 July 1%43.
. .

7. Sgt. John J. Geffney, whro has been awarded the Soldier's Medal for heroisa
in rescun work neer a burning, exploding aircruft om 10 July 1$43, in which he wee
seriouely wounded. A ' |

8. Sgt. Clifford R. Young, who hee been awurded the Soldier's Medsl for heroiem
incident to rescue work neer e burning sircraft at Korba, Tunisie, 10 July 1%43.
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%. Cpl. Clifflord . Hermen, who hee besn awerded the Soldiecr'e Medzl for hero-

ism incident to regcue work st
ploding elrecraft,

10, Pfe. Carzon Pelmieri,
iem incident to rescue work et
ploding eireraft, in whieh Pfc

11. The following of’icer
plicetions forwerded to higher
teeed on their unusual bravery
torys enc for individual feste
of duty!

Korba, Tunisia, in the vicinity ol s burning, ex=

‘who hes been ewarded the Soldier's Medal for hero-

Korba, Tunisia, in the vicinity of & burnin;, ex-
Palmieri received serious injuries.

pilots, who heve been recom:ended, snd their up-
euthority, for the Listinpuished i ing Croes,

and heroism during seriel flight over enesy terri-
of courage end bravery over and abcve their line

1, Eajor Glenn A, Stell, Capt. John G, Clans, Capt. Wilson B, Gilli-
land, 1st, Lt, Joseph ¥, Campagna, 1st, Lt, Earry ¥W. Dorrie, 1st. Lt, Herbert
C. I'tep. Jr.. 1lst, Lto xverett z. rag‘t. 1st, Lt. Rarold, H. E‘.ll. lst, Lt'
Bovert ¥. Hood, 1lst. Lt, Bugh A, Pennal, 1st Lt, Michael P. Yannell, lst. Lt,

HEobert J, Frisdby, and 1st, Lt,

Dale R, Garrels,
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SUEBJECT1 Squadron Hictory.

Tos Intellirence (flicer, Bf Tishter=Zomber Su., A.P.l. 220. lew York, ..7.
1. Following ie monthly supplezent to Cutline Hietory reguired @
sirective end ee requesetec by you, ceovering thjgaﬁﬂth of Cctcuer. 19%5.

4éééf:?33é£:¢~52¢¢;,\Nfﬁp/f’ -¢-A;L4nrz

frederic 3. Kenriod, Zept. (517501,
828 F=t tg. &8 FeD G, AFC 220, 1Y,

Incls I ¢y cutline histery mo

CUrLINE BI2TOW CF Thi 526 7=% S9., 88 7-3 GP., AFC 520, lE» YUK SITY, H.Y.
ae L1GITAL WIIT: Zee original outline.

2. 25,883 I CROALIZATILIN

i. On 12 Cctober 194%, the advence perwy of the squedron moved %o rfozipiisno,
Itzly, to ether with the plenes. )

e ETHE. 3T 07 CRGAIIZATIC:

_
1, .lonthly Strengih:’
8. %1 Cctober 1442 offi~ere eesipned .M. ueeigned
D. E£TiTIC. St (Permenent or tezno ery) or unit or perts thereof.

. Advince party erroute Sele .iiver cirport, Ituly, tc Pcmigliano,vlt:ly, vie
-=zater zrane'ort. 12 Cetober 1547,

2e 'ear echelon onroute Sele ilver airport, Itely, to Pomiglicno, Itely, vie
motor trinsport, 2% Ccteber 1447,

E. CSA-PiIGNSS Cperstions continued over Ituly, otherwiee no -dditicns, o
z. C:P&Z;‘.Z.DIZ.G S‘-‘?IS’-‘..'IS 1. IMPCITALT ELGAGE 'srrss Nc sdditions. .V
5. JLCSSEE IN ACTICY : ' ' )
. » ) v!

l. Itclian Cempaignt - ) ‘ N

8. Cept. John G..Claus, migeing in mction neor Civite Custellano, Italy.
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Sheet Fo. 1 ¥er Diery, RO B. So., 86 T, Gm., , s TIImer, New Jersey.

Montﬁ of April, 1943, .Prepsred by Frederic E, Fenriod, 1et Lt,, B0 B, Sq, £6 B Oo.

DAY

T

EVaNTS

The Squzdron entreined at Cermp X!lmer st night, snd left for the Fort of Embarks-
tion at Staten Island, with drawn curtains in thd coaches, The corches ‘vere pilcd
vithk men, B! begs, gune, bed rolls =nd other couipment, 8o thet it wee impossiltle

‘to walk down the saisles, The slow trip to New York saw some of the men playing

chess, others sleeping on tre bsck of thelr recks, ~nd wmost everyone "titching®
about scrething, It was insufferadly rot in the cloeed in coeches, Sometlze in
the moraing bours, #bout 1 A.Y. we left the treln end carried 'qur R-) brge, 2nd
full eculpment sbout helf mile to the walting ferry where we finelly arrived ex-
heusted, - Almost ip silence ve wetched the darkened bulldings of lNew York City
grow dimzer iz the chill see alr and flnally arrived at the docke where we board-
ed the “Jokn Zricsson® (formerly the Kungsholm), sfter welting for what eeemed
1ike hours, and after walkirg enother cuerter of 2 mile to the gangplenk,

Remuined sborrd ehip 211 dsy preverztory to depsrture, curlng which time the of-
ficers £nd enlicsted nmen, comprising sorme three hundred men in our outfit, prepzred
for the sea voynge., In this early stege we had gl ready heard rumors thet we were
to dock at Oren, Alglers, North Africe, Precasutions sgainst secrecy hed been lax
#l]l 2long the 1line, end both cfficeres and men bad thelr'wives in hotels in New
Erunswick or New Ycrk while we were pt the steging erea, we never éid discover
how everyone seened to know where we were going before we got started, During the
dny the enlisted men were trying to meke themeslves as comfortabdble as possible on
tte open deck where they slept during the voyege. Some were cuartered in cramped,
tkree deck tunke inside, wvhere the alr moon becsme stels., We soon found that
tathing or shower facilitles were highly “asztisfactory. .

About § AV, our ship pukled sway fror the docke and set out for Oran, Aboard
were sbout 1500 negrose, ar eng’aﬁers outfit, a contingent of A rmr nurses, and
several otlker contingente. The/shone 21l day on a cslm see, We followed the coast
South, rig-zegging as we went, During the firet two days out, the erlisted men
ol ckly learned thet one of the few pestimer on 2 Wwat londed with soldiers, was
poker, GCemes flourished, end thoveands of dollars paseed hands during the voyege,
Some pleyed pinochle, others Just wande: ed mround,
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Sheet No, 2. Wer Diary, 10 B, Sc., £6 B, Op. APO 3659, cfo P-master, K,Y,,N.Y.

Month of May, 19%3, Frepsred by Frederic H, Yenriod, 1st, Lt, 310 B Sq. &6 B G

to
1

12

Te sea remeined celm throughout the entire voysge of 12} dsys, cduring which tize
ve were pdvised that submerines herd been nesr on seversl occesions, snd that two
‘ned been destrored by the ravsl escort, These were ursuthenticated "letrine”
rumors #nd we never did find out Just vhat havtened, As we vere sbout to vees
North of Cesadlence, half of the convoy eolit off end went to thet city, vhile

the rerainder of us continued on to Oren, During the trip meny of the boys who
Lad never teen on the water before, becrme sick, which edded to the genersl dis-
confort, 4 good nuder of them had the fxew flu, Significontly, there wee no
gegregation in the ship hospltel of whites nnd tlacks, Due to the leck of brth-
ing facilitier and scrrelty of water, the men became dirty and unehrven, The
evenings and nights were cold and there vas considershle uncomfortatleness on
tthe open decks whare the men slept, The officers were sllowed on the uoner deck
vhere the AlTr Corps end Engineers officers spent consideradble tirme with the nursee
on boerd.. This 2esociation contirued into the night throughout the vovere, 4
ehip Chaplein named Parker did considerable preaching over the loudepesker system,
and there wv»s conslderable msic also, In the evenings, there wss ueuelly & movie
of anclent vintage in tre overcrowded, overheated Cfficer's lounge, which rendes-
vour wes 2 misgnomered, large room with wooden benches, a ping vong table, officer's
turks on elther side seperated by partiticas, The food on the ship wss excellent,
Highlight entertainment values were furnished by colored Jem sessions that eeemed
to Just appear around the pieno, On the lower deck, an equelly hot white bend,
consisting of guiter, trumpet, clarinet and drums, emused a g£ood many of the
soldiers ond sesmen. One afternoon about dusk we sppreeched and nasced Gidrelter,
which to nmost everysne on the Yort wae m svectacle of awe, lost o the boys hed
never been swey from home until the wer sterted, and this was thelr first view

of foreizm soll. Oomirg irto the Larbor >t Oran proved equally es intefestirng,
and we docred at about U F,Y,, shortly siter sn ennouncement on the radio ennounced
the capture of tre lnst elements of the Axie forces In Tuniela, After weliting on
board all mfternoon, we finally left the ehip with our equipment and merched o ’
mile or 80 elong the guay, where \aiting trucks toock us through the crocked
streets of Oren to a fleld near the 2irdrome at LaSenia, The night wes .bleck es
pitch, and the enlisted nen mensged somehow to plck a bare spot and wrep thexm-
selves up in blanketas for a restless night, . The officers were teken to s bar-
racks building across the road, vhere tiey slept for the first time on French
beds considting only of two inch wide slabs of steel. This first night proved

to be one of the roughest we hsd encoustered,

"he officers and men pitched ir and arranged a bivouac area in what looked like

s corn or vheatfield, with rough furrows, The night before, we had heard the
children inthe streets hollering for "bon Bon® and "cigeretta® and this constent
plea followed us the next day and as long as we were in Africa. The natives gath-
ered around and begged for anything they could get, They are filthy snd eypesr

to be infested with vermin, and it 1s not unusual to see them rellieving themselves
alongside the roeds and streets, or even in the streets, The children eppear to
Ye spall and undernourished, They 211 go barefoot and wear .nothing tut regs. The
thing that interested most of the men was the fact that the women went sbout with
what looked like & vhite sheet wrapped sround them, covering their heads, vith one
eys poking out of a small mperture in the sheet vhlch was folded end held together
ty the women at nole level,
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