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SUSJECTs Squedron History.

Tot Intélligence Officer, 85 Pighter-Bomber Gp., A.P.C. 520, lNew York, li.7.
1. Following is sn outline history of the 526 Pighter-Souber Sq.» 85
Fighter-Bomber Gp., 4.P.C. 520, c/o Poctmester, New York City, New Yornm
(formerly the 310th Bamd Sq. (D), 86th Bomd Gp. (D), APO 3659, c/o Post-
master, New York City, N.Y.; and APC 225, ¢/o Postmester, New York lity,

N.Y.) as per request. i - P | ‘
- . - a
a:?:zfé;;¢uﬁ>¢4¢; t:i}(L~§iaaa4zze¢r¢xf
Praderic H. Henriod, Capt. A.C. C$17801.
:26 F-B, SO_.. 86 -3, Gp..;\PC 520. !\'I.NY.

Incl: 2 cy outline hiet

OUTLI'E HISTCRY (F THE 525 F-3 2., 86 F-* GP., APC 520, N34 YCRX CITY, .'1:.'1.
‘A GRIGLIAL UNIT: | '
1. Deeignetion: 310th Bomb. Sq. (L), 86th Bomb; Gp. (L).
2. Date of Organiz?tiona 10 February 1%42.
3. Place of Orgenizationt Will Rog.cs Pield, Cklahome: City, Cklahoxa.
4. Authority: Genersl Crder Xo. 3, Hg. Thiré air éorce. Ta:p;, Florida.

€. Pereonnel: Cbtained from the STth Eonkb. Sq. (L)s 43atn Bo=b. @. (1),

-]
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B. CHANGSS Iis CRGANIZATICL:

1. On 19 June 1542, the personnel of the organization were trensferred frow
the 310th Bozmb. Sq. (L), 86th Somb. Gp. (L) AFCC to the 387th Eombd. Sq. (L),
312¢h Bozb. Gp. (L) AFCC, per Special Crder 146, di:ted 1S June 1542, Kq. Army.
Air Bese, Will Rogers Field, Oklehoma City, Cklshoma. - .

. .2, On 4 August, 1542, 126 men (entire etrength) trensferred fram §S?th
Bozb. Sa. (L), 312th Bomb. Gp. (L) AFCC, to-A/C unassigned end deperted from
Will Rogers Pield, Oklshoms, for Key Field Air Base, Meridimn, Miseiseippi, where
they arrived on 7 August 1%42. . ‘ . :
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-3, On 7 august 1942, 125 E.¥. eseigned end joined orgenizetion, from &/2
uneesigned. 23 E.M. froz Hunter Pield, Swvanneh, Ceorgic, essigred end joined
organizetion.

4, Cn 11 Aupust 1942, all personnel of organization trensierred fro= the
587th Eomb. Sg. (L), 312th Bpzb. Gp. (L) AP3C to 310th Bomb. 3q. (L)}, 86th Eomb.
Go. (L) &iF, per Par. O, Special Order No. 138, Ha. 4111 Rogere Field, lklechoms.

: 5. On 1 Septeaber 1442, new Table ¢f Orgenizetion seeigned Sguacron. Lrgan-'
izetion chenged froz light Eozbsrdment Squedron to Dive Boxbarguent 3quedron, end
puthorized A=31 end.A-24 type mircraft.

4. On 1 June 1%4%, Fighter Table of Cryg:nization assigned to Zgumdéron, -euper-
ceding Dive Bombardzent Table of Organizetion. .

7. ©On 11 September 1%43, Designniion of Orgenizetion changed from 310th
Sozb. Sg. (D}, 86th Bomt. Gp. (D; to S26th Fighter-Eozber Squedron, B86th Fighter-
omber Group., per @neral Order 45, Eq. 12th Alr Force, dstnd 5 Septezber 143,

0. STRENGTH OF ORGAIIIZATICNM

1. it beginning of period, 1 officer and 32 enlisted men assigned, Special
Créer 18, Hq. II A.5.C., Oklahoma City, Okl.ncma, dated 5 February 1642,

2. Monthly Strength:

e. 28 February 1942, 1 of ficer assigned 32 E.), sssigned
b. 31 March 1942 35 E.M. assigned
c. 30 April 1542 36 E.M. aspigned
de 31 May 1942 - 44 E.¥, resigned
e. 30 June 1642 84 E.M. assigned
f. 31 July 1542 126 E.M. assigned
ge 11 August 1542 11 officers sesigned . 157 E.M. aesigned
h. 30 Sest. 1542° 23 officers aseigned 211 E.M. assigned
i. 31 October 1542 27 offizers sseigned 254 E.M. sepigned
jo 30 Kovember 1542 27 officers assigned 267 E.i, assigned
k. 31 December 1642 .32 officers assigned 270 E.¥. assigned
1. 31 Jenuary 154 22 offirsrs aseizned 253 E.M. sssigned
rm. 28 Pebrusry 1543 23 officers aesigned 254 E.M, essigned
n. 31 March 1943 31 officere assigned 256 E.M. assigned .
o. 30 April 1943 %2 offacers sssigned 253 E.M. assigned
p. 31 May 1643 32 oflicers essigned 253 E.M. sesigned
- g« 30 June 1943 48 officere aseigned 255 E.M. assigned
r. 31 July 1643 47 officers aesigned 246 .. assigned -
8. 31 Augzust 1543 46 officers eseigned - 244 E.M. assigned

t. 30 Septexber 1943 . 44 ofiicers assigned 253 E.l. ussigned

D. STATICNS: (Permanent or temporsry) of unit or parts thereof.

léizwill Rogers Field, Oklehoma City, Oklehome, 10 Pebrusry 1542 to 4 aug-
ust . R

2. Enroute to Key ?ield.fMeridinn. Miesissippi, from Will Rogers Field,
klshoma City, Oklahoma, via trein, 4 August 1542 to 7 August, 1542.
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3, Key 7ield, Meridian, Miesiselppi, 7 August 1642 to 15 March 1943,

a. 22 officers and $8 E.M. on D.S. to Keesler Field, Biloxi, Miesiesippi,
from % Pebrusry 1583 to 17 Pebruery 1643,

4, Enroute to CJemp Yilmer, New Jerery from Key rield, Yeridien, Miceissippl,
via reil, 15 ¥arch 1543 to 21 March 1%43. ' -

5. Jamp Kilmer, llew Jersey, 21 Yarch 1643 to 27 April 1543,

6. Enroute to New York City P.of E. from Cump Kilmer, lew Jersey, via reil,
37 april 1643, : :

"t

7. Enroute to Mers El Ketir, #lgeria, North ifricu, from :lew York City F. =f
£, vie weter, arzy tremsport "John Ericson", 27 april 1643 to 11 May 1%43.

8. Enroute to la Senim Air Eese, nesr Oran, Algerie, North Africa, 11 ¥ey

1:43,
9. la Sernism Air Sase, Adgeria, North Africa, 11 May 1547 to 11 Jure 1543,

8. D.S. xodiounﬁ, Morroco, Morth Africa, Flight Schelon, 17 officers
end 21 enlisted zenm, 15 May 1543 to § June 1% .

10. Tefaracuil Air Base, Aigpris. North ‘frice, 11 June 1543 to 7 July 1%43.

2. D.S. to N. Korte L/G, Tuniels, North ifrice, from Tefersoui alr Ebesc,
Flight Zchelon, 12 oflicere end 129 eblisted men, 2 July 1943 to 12 July 1543.

. 11. Snroute to M. Korba LG, Tunisia, Norih Africas, fromz Tefersoui Alr 3ese,
Algeris, North Africa vie reil ond motor trrmsport, 7 July 1543 to 12 July 1543,

12. N. Korba L/G, ®nisie, North Africe, 12 July 1343 to 21 July 1543.

a. D.S. W. Gela 1/G, Sicily, Flight Zchelon, 3$ officers end 80 enlisted
_men, 20 July 1%43 to 31 July 1%432. : .

13. Staging ares, Bizerte, Tunisie, 21 -July 1543 to 27 July 19&3.-

14. Enroute to W. Gele L/G, 5ecily, from staging sres at Bizerte, Tunisias,
North Africs, via L.S.T. 388, 27 July 1943 to 31 July 1943,

15. W. Gols L/G, Sicily, 31 July 1943 to 1 September 1543. e

8. D.S. to Bareellona, Sicily, Flight Echelon; 10 officers end 68 en-
listed men, 27 August 1543 to 1 Suptember 1543. | : o

16. Barcellona L/G, Scily, 1 September 1543 to 21 September.iyhj.

a. D.S. to Sele L/G, Italy, 3 officers and O enlisted men,  Septeaber
. to 30 September 1543. ' : ;

be D.S. to Sele L/G, Italy, 33 officers and 99 enlia'tl.ed men, 16 September
1643 to 30 September- 1943,
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17. ztaging erea at Milmzzo, Sicily, 21 September 1543 to 22 Septecber 1543,
rrea ¥1%51. :

18. Enroute to Sele Air Field (Selerno irea), Italy from etsging sree et
Milezzo, Sicilg vie L.S.T. from 22 September 1543 to 23 Seztemwber 1%43.

19, Scle Air Field, Itely, 23 September 1543 to 30 September 1543 {eng of
report period).

C. CAMNPAIGIS:

1. Sicilian Zamﬁeign:

a. Tirst Sgusdron sortie flown by Lt. ¥ileon 3. Gillilerd, who sccoxm-
pernied the 27th Zombardment Group on en 13130 mission over Southwest Sicily.

b. First Scuedron mission flown on 7 July 1%42, by Commanding Cfficer,
Cept. Regineld D. Yinters, Sept. Stell, lst. Lt. Harry ¥. Dorrie end let Lt.
¥ilson B. Gillilend, strafing encd bombinz the reilwey stetion, werchouse end
fectories st Mazera, South of Marssla, Sicily, in which miseion, Cept. >te™?
wee sttacked by three enemy eircrift, receiving serious damage to his plane and
being himeelf wounded by enemy eircraft fire, )

c. The Squadron continued from 7 July 1943 to 18 August 1543 (date
Sicily completely occupied by Allied forces), to perform strafing, bombing and
reconnaissence missions over SScily end Italy, executing 84 completed miesions
during that period in support of the ground and naval forces, snd on independent
targets designed to soften the enexy in the rear.

2, Italian Cempaign:

8. The first Squadron miseion over Italy was flown on 4 August 1543,
consisting of a twelve aircreft{ bombing miesion over ‘the railroad yards et Roserno,
Italy, in which Lts. Estep, Oman, Cook, Perguson, Cleus, Klass, Pisby, Trapman,
Orry Greer, Konese and Capt. Stout participated, with Lt. Pager as a spare, causing
sorious demage to the marshalling yards at the above mentiocned place.

be The Squadron continued flying missions over Italy from 4 August 1943
to 30 September 1543 (end of report date), zoneisting of strafing, bombing, patol
snd reconnaissance sorties, executing 76 complete missions (sveraging approximatsly
10 aircraft each) between 18 Auguet 1943 and 30 September 1943, which-mumber is in-
cluded in 112 completed miesions flown by the Squadron between the 4 August 1943
and 30 Septez:cr 1543. The total number of completed missions £lown by the Squad-
ron from its inception into cambat on 7 July 1943 to 30 September 1543 amounted to
160, with & total of 4.7 sorties comprising said missions. '

¢e The Squadron moved to Italy as mentioned above and continued opera-
tion from Sele Alr Base, Italy, particularly in close support of ground forces,
from that tate until the 30 September, 1943, during the critical stages of the
Salerno Area battles. ' '

F. DOMMANDING OFFICERS IN IMPORTANT ENGAGEMENTS:

1. Ceapt. Reginald D. Winters commanded the Squadron durihg the A8cilian
' -4




Cempaign, up to and including 10 July, 1643, on which date he was killed in action

or missing in action, not returning to bawe from a mieeion on that dete. During his
cozmend, Capt. Winters displayed unusual and outeterding end bravery, end perticularly
on 7 July 1543 when he drove off three enemy pirereft who were sttacking Cept. Glenn
A. Stell, who was wounded ernd who wes to later be eppointed commsnding :fficer in the
tlece of Cept. Wintere.

2. Major Glenn a. Stell se Operstione Cflicer end senior officer in comnend &t
the time, terporsrily sssumed the office of cozrandine officer of the Sguadron on
10 July 1%43, end on 13 July 164% was perzenently appointed Jommending Céficer of
the 527tk 7-E. Sg. (then the 310th Somb. Sq.)» which office he held et +he d:te of
the end of this report, 30 Sept. 1543, PFrior to end during the tlme Major Stell has
been Commending C'ficer of the Scuadron, he has highly distinpuished himself e &
superior pilot, whose courege end bravery have wWon for him the highest praise from
those working under him, together with thot of hie superior officers in the Group.
Perticulsrly, on 7 July 1%43, Msjor Stell wee ettacked by three enemy airereft, and
efter heving his plane eeriously dunaged to tre extent that eltitude und speed con-
trol were loet, he flew his plene at dengerously low :ltitude frox Sicily acrose tne
Vediterranean to Korba, Dnisis, st 2 dengerouely low eir specd, suzcessiully bringing
nizself and his plene back Lo beee, slthough he hed been wounded in ihe encounter.
Yis record from the inception of combat service to date is replete with similer per-
formances of heroiem, courage and leaderehip.

G. LCS3ES IN ACTICH:

1. Sicilian Cezpeign.
a. dounded:

1. Lt. chsrlee £. Pluce, wounted in hip, erz and shoulder bty enexy
anti-aircreft fire on 18 July 1643, at which time, elthough sullering froz serious
lose of blood &nd shock, he brought his plene back to bese without throttle, which
hed been destroyed. ‘

2. lt. Robert F. Food, wounded on leg on 16 July, 1543, when he
teiled out near C@nicatti, Sicily, ufter heving been hit by anti-eircreft Tire.

3, ¥ejor Glenn A. 3tell, wounded by enezy eircraft fire, in the leg,
in encounter nenr Mersela, Itsly, 7 July 15%3.

b. Missing in Action:

1., It. John P. Torlend, seen.to bail out neer Treina, Sicily, on
18 July 1943, after having been struck, apparcntly, by eremy entl-uircraft lire.
Eyewitneeses reliebly reported thet he wes teken prisoner by Sermsn officer and en~
"llsted men.

2. Lt. Frencis D. Mclarroll, seen to bail out nesr Regalbuto, Sicily,
eyesitnesses reliebly reporting thet he wee seen to lend sefely end become & prisoner
of war at the hands of Germen snd Italian personnel. -

%, lt., Welter I. Konees, killed in action one mile West of Mazzsrino,
Sicily, on 27 August 1542, mechanical failure of aircreft, while fifteen miles from
tese on return trip of bombing mismion over Siberi, Italy,
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4. lt. Berolé Sittler, kiiled in ection st iieso, 3icil;, on 1 aug-
ust 1642, efter engaging in & strefing miseion. Ceuce of dezth unikncwr.

€. lt. George ¥. Cszptell, reliably reported to be & prisoner of wur,
sPter btailing out near Mt. Etna, Sicily. Zeuse of peilout unknown. ’

2. ltelien Jampaign:
g. dcunded In iction:
1. .one.

be Mlssing in ~ction:

1. Lt, Herbert C. Estep, Jr., { iled to return from miseion on 12
September 1543, csause urknown.

#, WEMRTAS WHO BAVE DISTINGUISHED THEZMLELVES 1IN ACTICL.

1. Lt. Harold Y. Sittler, lesding a twelve eircreft flight over Mepeina der-
bor on 24 July 1543, one of the hesvieet delfenced flek erses known, scoring direct
hite on enezy cruiser and 2 destroyers, for whish, among other things, Lt. Sittler
hae been swarded the Distinguished Plying Cross.

‘2. Llt, Charles E. Plece, who, after heving been eeriously injured by enemy
flak, end whose plesne wus demeged t- the extent that there was no throttle control,
successfully brought his plene buck to beee , makinz & succeseful lending aefter being
reguired, while suffering severe ehock end great lose of tlood, to reach ecross hie
body with an uninjured erm and cut the switch, “or which feat, exmong other thinge,
he wes awerded the Purple Heert =nd the Dietirzuished flying Trose.

3. Lt. Rotert F. Hood, who, &fter heving been wounced end kis plane sericusly
demaged by enexy flek, bsiled oud, lsnding on the ground between friendly end onexy
lines, being held up end robbed by &n Itslian officer, eluding capture with the help
of friendly troops, for which feat, emong othere, he hes been recomzended for the
Dietinguished Plyirg Cross, end Cor which engegexzent he hzs been awerded the Purple
Heart.

4. Major Glenn A. Stell, commending officer, who hes been swarded the Purple
Yerrt for wounds received in combat with enemy sircreft in flight on 7 July 1543.

&. lt. Jewell G. Dyer, who has been awarded the Soldier's Medal for heroism cover
and above duty while ettezpting to rescus peraonnel neer a burning plens on 10 July
16423 in the vicinity of live bombe which exploded.

6. 5/Sgt. Jey Y. Biesecker, who hae been awerded the Soldier's Medsl for heroles
in rescue work neer a burning, exploding sircraft on 10 July 1%43.
. .

7. Sgt. John J. Geffney, whro has been awarded the Soldier's Medal for heroisa
in rescun work neer a burning, exploding aircruft om 10 July 1$43, in which he wee
seriouely wounded. A ' |

8. Sgt. Clifford R. Young, who hee been awurded the Soldier's Medsl for heroiem
incident to rescue work neer e burning sircraft at Korba, Tunisie, 10 July 1%43.
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%. Cpl. Clifflord . Hermen, who hee besn awerded the Soldiecr'e Medzl for hero-

ism incident to regcue work st
ploding elrecraft,

10, Pfe. Carzon Pelmieri,
iem incident to rescue work et
ploding eireraft, in whieh Pfc

11. The following of’icer
plicetions forwerded to higher
teeed on their unusual bravery
torys enc for individual feste
of duty!

Korba, Tunisia, in the vicinity ol s burning, ex=

‘who hes been ewarded the Soldier's Medal for hero-

Korba, Tunisia, in the vicinity of & burnin;, ex-
Palmieri received serious injuries.

pilots, who heve been recom:ended, snd their up-
euthority, for the Listinpuished i ing Croes,

and heroism during seriel flight over enesy terri-
of courage end bravery over and abcve their line

1, Eajor Glenn A, Stell, Capt. John G, Clans, Capt. Wilson B, Gilli-
land, 1st, Lt, Joseph ¥, Campagna, 1st, Lt, Earry ¥W. Dorrie, 1st. Lt, Herbert
C. I'tep. Jr.. 1lst, Lto xverett z. rag‘t. 1st, Lt. Rarold, H. E‘.ll. lst, Lt'
Bovert ¥. Hood, 1lst. Lt, Bugh A, Pennal, 1st Lt, Michael P. Yannell, lst. Lt,

HEobert J, Frisdby, and 1st, Lt,

Dale R, Garrels,
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SUEBJECT1 Squadron Hictory.

Tos Intellirence (flicer, Bf Tishter=Zomber Su., A.P.l. 220. lew York, ..7.
1. Following ie monthly supplezent to Cutline Hietory reguired @
sirective end ee requesetec by you, ceovering thjgaﬁﬂth of Cctcuer. 19%5.

4éééf:?33é£:¢~52¢¢;,\Nfﬁp/f’ -¢-A;L4nrz

frederic 3. Kenriod, Zept. (517501,
828 F=t tg. &8 FeD G, AFC 220, 1Y,

Incls I ¢y cutline histery mo

CUrLINE BI2TOW CF Thi 526 7=% S9., 88 7-3 GP., AFC 520, lE» YUK SITY, H.Y.
ae L1GITAL WIIT: Zee original outline.

2. 25,883 I CROALIZATILIN

i. On 12 Cctober 194%, the advence perwy of the squedron moved %o rfozipiisno,
Itzly, to ether with the plenes. )

e ETHE. 3T 07 CRGAIIZATIC:

_
1, .lonthly Strengih:’
8. %1 Cctober 1442 offi~ere eesipned .M. ueeigned
D. E£TiTIC. St (Permenent or tezno ery) or unit or perts thereof.

. Advince party erroute Sele .iiver cirport, Ituly, tc Pcmigliano,vlt:ly, vie
-=zater zrane'ort. 12 Cetober 1547,

2e 'ear echelon onroute Sele ilver airport, Itely, to Pomiglicno, Itely, vie
motor trinsport, 2% Ccteber 1447,

E. CSA-PiIGNSS Cperstions continued over Ituly, otherwiee no -dditicns, o
z. C:P&Z;‘.Z.DIZ.G S‘-‘?IS’-‘..'IS 1. IMPCITALT ELGAGE 'srrss Nc sdditions. .V
5. JLCSSEE IN ACTICY : ' ' )
. » ) v!

l. Itclian Cempaignt - ) ‘ N

8. Cept. John G..Claus, migeing in mction neor Civite Custellano, Italy.
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Sheet Fo. 1 ¥er Diery, RO B. So., 86 T, Gm., , s TIImer, New Jersey.

Montﬁ of April, 1943, .Prepsred by Frederic E, Fenriod, 1et Lt,, B0 B, Sq, £6 B Oo.

DAY

T

EVaNTS

The Squzdron entreined at Cermp X!lmer st night, snd left for the Fort of Embarks-
tion at Staten Island, with drawn curtains in thd coaches, The corches ‘vere pilcd
vithk men, B! begs, gune, bed rolls =nd other couipment, 8o thet it wee impossiltle

‘to walk down the saisles, The slow trip to New York saw some of the men playing

chess, others sleeping on tre bsck of thelr recks, ~nd wmost everyone "titching®
about scrething, It was insufferadly rot in the cloeed in coeches, Sometlze in
the moraing bours, #bout 1 A.Y. we left the treln end carried 'qur R-) brge, 2nd
full eculpment sbout helf mile to the walting ferry where we finelly arrived ex-
heusted, - Almost ip silence ve wetched the darkened bulldings of lNew York City
grow dimzer iz the chill see alr and flnally arrived at the docke where we board-
ed the “Jokn Zricsson® (formerly the Kungsholm), sfter welting for what eeemed
1ike hours, and after walkirg enother cuerter of 2 mile to the gangplenk,

Remuined sborrd ehip 211 dsy preverztory to depsrture, curlng which time the of-
ficers £nd enlicsted nmen, comprising sorme three hundred men in our outfit, prepzred
for the sea voynge., In this early stege we had gl ready heard rumors thet we were
to dock at Oren, Alglers, North Africe, Precasutions sgainst secrecy hed been lax
#l]l 2long the 1line, end both cfficeres and men bad thelr'wives in hotels in New
Erunswick or New Ycrk while we were pt the steging erea, we never éid discover
how everyone seened to know where we were going before we got started, During the
dny the enlisted men were trying to meke themeslves as comfortabdble as possible on
tte open deck where they slept during the voyege. Some were cuartered in cramped,
tkree deck tunke inside, wvhere the alr moon becsme stels., We soon found that
tathing or shower facilitles were highly “asztisfactory. .

About § AV, our ship pukled sway fror the docke and set out for Oran, Aboard
were sbout 1500 negrose, ar eng’aﬁers outfit, a contingent of A rmr nurses, and
several otlker contingente. The/shone 21l day on a cslm see, We followed the coast
South, rig-zegging as we went, During the firet two days out, the erlisted men
ol ckly learned thet one of the few pestimer on 2 Wwat londed with soldiers, was
poker, GCemes flourished, end thoveands of dollars paseed hands during the voyege,
Some pleyed pinochle, others Just wande: ed mround,
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Sheet No, 2. Wer Diary, 10 B, Sc., £6 B, Op. APO 3659, cfo P-master, K,Y,,N.Y.

Month of May, 19%3, Frepsred by Frederic H, Yenriod, 1st, Lt, 310 B Sq. &6 B G

to
1

12

Te sea remeined celm throughout the entire voysge of 12} dsys, cduring which tize
ve were pdvised that submerines herd been nesr on seversl occesions, snd that two
‘ned been destrored by the ravsl escort, These were ursuthenticated "letrine”
rumors #nd we never did find out Just vhat havtened, As we vere sbout to vees
North of Cesadlence, half of the convoy eolit off end went to thet city, vhile

the rerainder of us continued on to Oren, During the trip meny of the boys who
Lad never teen on the water before, becrme sick, which edded to the genersl dis-
confort, 4 good nuder of them had the fxew flu, Significontly, there wee no
gegregation in the ship hospltel of whites nnd tlacks, Due to the leck of brth-
ing facilitier and scrrelty of water, the men became dirty and unehrven, The
evenings and nights were cold and there vas considershle uncomfortatleness on
tthe open decks whare the men slept, The officers were sllowed on the uoner deck
vhere the AlTr Corps end Engineers officers spent consideradble tirme with the nursee
on boerd.. This 2esociation contirued into the night throughout the vovere, 4
ehip Chaplein named Parker did considerable preaching over the loudepesker system,
and there wv»s conslderable msic also, In the evenings, there wss ueuelly & movie
of anclent vintage in tre overcrowded, overheated Cfficer's lounge, which rendes-
vour wes 2 misgnomered, large room with wooden benches, a ping vong table, officer's
turks on elther side seperated by partiticas, The food on the ship wss excellent,
Highlight entertainment values were furnished by colored Jem sessions that eeemed
to Just appear around the pieno, On the lower deck, an equelly hot white bend,
consisting of guiter, trumpet, clarinet and drums, emused a g£ood many of the
soldiers ond sesmen. One afternoon about dusk we sppreeched and nasced Gidrelter,
which to nmost everysne on the Yort wae m svectacle of awe, lost o the boys hed
never been swey from home until the wer sterted, and this was thelr first view

of foreizm soll. Oomirg irto the Larbor >t Oran proved equally es intefestirng,
and we docred at about U F,Y,, shortly siter sn ennouncement on the radio ennounced
the capture of tre lnst elements of the Axie forces In Tuniela, After weliting on
board all mfternoon, we finally left the ehip with our equipment and merched o ’
mile or 80 elong the guay, where \aiting trucks toock us through the crocked
streets of Oren to a fleld near the 2irdrome at LaSenia, The night wes .bleck es
pitch, and the enlisted nen mensged somehow to plck a bare spot and wrep thexm-
selves up in blanketas for a restless night, . The officers were teken to s bar-
racks building across the road, vhere tiey slept for the first time on French
beds considting only of two inch wide slabs of steel. This first night proved

to be one of the roughest we hsd encoustered,

"he officers and men pitched ir and arranged a bivouac area in what looked like

s corn or vheatfield, with rough furrows, The night before, we had heard the
children inthe streets hollering for "bon Bon® and "cigeretta® and this constent
plea followed us the next day and as long as we were in Africa. The natives gath-
ered around and begged for anything they could get, They are filthy snd eypesr

to be infested with vermin, and it 1s not unusual to see them rellieving themselves
alongside the roeds and streets, or even in the streets, The children eppear to
Ye spall and undernourished, They 211 go barefoot and wear .nothing tut regs. The
thing that interested most of the men was the fact that the women went sbout with
what looked like & vhite sheet wrapped sround them, covering their heads, vith one
eys poking out of a small mperture in the sheet vhlch was folded end held together
ty the women at nole level,
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TVINTS

Continued our belding down procecee, '."}'e weather has teer $2esl nirce we left

_the States, with no sign of relr, CQur Orderly Rcom 1s nov functioning,- pnd every-

1k

one is pretty much unpscked, with pup tents in nest rows merking our outfit, The
dust 1s terrific and tre wind 1s blowling making 1t impoeritle to keep clean, Cur
m. heve cteen the LaSenls eirpert, where #11 kinde of plenes secn t¢c be stetiored,
The hangere are gutted from the pounding received by the Allles ir lioverber, 15L2,
The runwey is good and servieentle, enld rery four-motored vlanes mre on the field.

Yeny of the men went to Oren end eev the rrcient city, with ite colorful unifecrre
sriong the crowded etrests. There are eoldlere from £ll prrts of the world, The
people eperk French, Speriek and Arstie, snd thre city hes ceny more Zurocesn na-
tionele then the rursl cdistricts, where the Arabs Are rumeroue, The gezersl theme

. puong the men 1s the beeuty of the Freach girle, with thelr turom dresets which -

15

nost everyone calls bPuckets, Cur G.I.,e pre keving difffculty getting trese girle.
to werr up to trem, and they keep 2 respectful dletrnce, There see: to be few, if
any trothels, Eowever, there is & G.I, brotkel run by the ¥,P.,t, Witk a super-.
vieed prophyrlactic stetion ecross the str~et, The water bere i terridble, and
unpelatable, There 1s & lot of wine vhich the men have lerrzed to cell "Veeno",
floating about, snd slreedy we have had nuterous crsas of drunkenrese.erong botb
the officers and enlisted men, A pecullsr charzcteristic of thie beveresge 1
1t's delayed action and complete effectiveness once &t strikes.

The vetarans of Feld Pass, T1 Juetters and the Kzsserine Pare are pouring inte
Oren - principelly men of the 1st Divisicy., They are £ hardy loocking lot. Nost
of them huve only the clothes they are wearing, erd these are dirty from the

" recent dattles they have teen through, Thev heve some halr-raising teles to tell,

16

Vost of trem sry the casuelties were terrific in Tunisis, Germen »nd Itelien
prisoners are arriving éelly 4n trucke and over the dinky reilroad thst vastes

ty our cerp, These prisonere are s eorry looking lot, For the most vart the Itela
iens seen to be Rl2d the var 1s over for them,. The Germens remeain millen and sfi-
lent, end convenation with therm inlicetes theat ther etill belleve {n Hitler znd
his 1deologies, ost of them crnnot be convinced thet the fortunes of war are go-
irg sgeinst the Reich ‘ard rany of them refuse to believe 2 perron when he tells
them that New York end Chicago kave not teen reted b German elr powsr.

There are large concentrations of xren ‘and materiel here, and rurerous alrborae
troopw are strtioned neer here &nd more arriving dsily. From the activity it ep-
peers that invaeion 1¢ 8 certeinty, The lst Division toys are virtually tesring
the town apart, and the Continextal Hotel, vhich 18 & sort of gethering spot for
everybody, has had to close down 1te aidewmlk bar £t 5 P.M. At 5 each dny, col=
ored A merican troops stage a small parage dowr the main street of Cren, acconpen-
ied dy & trass bend, where they stop in a large squesre and put on & band concert,
followed by Retreat, The odors in Oren are not inviting, srd one can smell cbeap
vine everywhere. Thms pecple walk in the street as well as on the gidewalks, Lezy
or sick Arabs sleep standing up against a uilding, Meny beg. Many more are blind,

. and some have thelr faces eaten awey dy syphilis, The doys have been told that

in a symare detween LaSenis and Oran, the Arabs sell women, Several stete that they
have seen this bartering. We have no shovers except in salt water, which leaves
one's helr sticky.and stringy. The water makes n-hing of clothel almost 1mpoo-

FORtShitie w n i, ' . ‘
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sible., The flies end mosquitoes are thick, and everyore sleeps under mosquitoe
netiing., The food has teen good sirce we errived here, Teetrie lighte Are un-
¥nowr, end we reslly don't need them, eince 1t 48 9 or G130 teford the sun goes
cown, and everyone 1s reedy for bed, We ere merely merking time, wmiting for our
pirplanes to get to us, Zveryone is seeing the countryveide pnd the twons sround,
T™e fislds aeem to be very fertile and as far as the eye wlll reach there gre
grape vineyards, with huse clusters of grapes hensing on the vines, about helf-
rive, Nstive two-vheeled certs Jerk doewn the roed, drewn by sorry-looking dinin-
utive donkers, TFrequently the donkeyn pre se smel) e their drivere. Ther nre

a malsonce on the hiweve Tat the Allied commend eponrently hes nc noliey of Yeen-
ing them off the hiwveys, ’ .

Cren suffered an sir raid tonizht, end fror laSenis we watched the trecer bullets
f111ing *he sky, It wes cur fivgt experience with »n eir reld, Zvervore put on
his steel hoTMBt'and 2ot in it trenches, vhich the men heve been digging for the
pest week, A doet wes bombed in the herbor and another bomd went through a buili-
ingz used for e warehouge, Several vere killed, The thirss we heve risced most
up to date are Coce Colae and Scotch whiskey, ILittle wooden sidewzlls are mymecer-
ing in our aren, where enterprising G.I.s are building miniature houses out of
lumber thet hes beer "policed® up, which is the polite G,I. wey of descriting
firding, buying or stealing articles,

Another air reld tonight, a‘bout half as long snd of apnerently lese intensity,
The full moon is idezl for enemy bomtere, Lts, Mclarroll, Smith, Hi11l, Hood snd
Stell, left here for Casablance whers thcy expect to do some trarneition flylng
iathe ships wer ere ebout to get, Tre mell from home is beglinning to trickle in,
The boys heve found » good beack, and a t ruck leaves every dey for » refreshlng
awim in the Mediterreresn., The native xids beg the leavings out of the enlisted
men's mess kits, mad freguently cen be seen sating the elop from the cens shere
the screpinge from the kits ere thrown, Dogs seem to te everywhere, snd the na-
tives, for sorc reason or mnother, take grester pride, show more effection and
value these anirels more then trey 2o ‘helir own children,

we pre ctill marking time, walting for our plenes, In the meentime, we are gsth-
erirng maps and ecuipment for our further activities, The docks at Oran ere & con-
fusion, and 2lrost Anyons goee there and trkes anything he wents or needs, This
sort of policing exiets in most of the units here, which results in other units
going short on various items., There seems to be no adcuate means of checking

the equiprent in or out. The fellows mare still drinking vino and gernerslly re-

. gretting 1t. Veny of them have bdought chickens, eggs, goats and other victuele

23

wtich they cook over e small campfire in the esrly evening or morning, JThe weter
problem and the dust, \dnd mosquitoes rnd flies are our worst prodlems,

The meil 1» coming in fnnter. and the dbYoys, who hve had nothing much to do but
see the sighis and g svimming and meke & epall shanty town with their shelter
hrlves and bosrds, are writing letters by the huddreds. They 21l heve a sense of
Furor under the most trying cenditions, and many of them in thelr letters have

801d the stock story going the rounds thet ‘the mosquitoes here are so discriminat-
ing as to look at the dog tags before taking a bite to meke sure thc,v_get the

proper blood type. powEIRENTIAL
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25 The most important event of the day wss: dinner with 1ce cream, which we hed ob=
tnined thrcugh the Red Cross from an ice cream factory in Cren, W¥e traded them
the 1ngred1entt for the menufacture, ' The weather is still hot, and no rein, Thre
soldiers wnd equiprent from everywhere seer to streaz thrcugh Oran, The Officer's
Clud in Oran, operated by the Bed Cross, does p thriving duelnesr ¢ 2 every dey,
vhen we can get smdwichee and coffee, Yor the service we contrilute what we
think 1t 1s worth in 8 box marked "2 Francs if-you think i1t 4s worth it®, The
clud evonsors dences each week, and & 6,1, bend from an nvalladle unit furnishes
the . gusic, French girle ere brought in, properly escorted by their mothers or
older eisters., In spite of the etrict chaperone systex, many heve been known to
becceme intimate with the soldierl without berefit of chaperone,

26 Our Souadron'u tent city has becone the pride of the vicinity, Cleen, well-kept
arkl]l side-wslled tents have beer erected by the men, with bullt-up burnke, &
drednege trench around the whole thing, snd frequently there ere sturdy dovbdle-
deck ted arrsngenents that meke 1t voseible for four men to live comfortsbly under
tvo shelter helves with wooden sides, Cne ingenloue group bes even rigrged up e
washbow) system with running water, construc+d&d of G.1, cene, The weter is still
unpalateble, One man wrote to hie folks that it tasted like someone had slreedy
drunk 4t, : .

27 Ve heven't heard from our pilots who left some time ngo for Cesedlanca, VWe 2re
still doing the town ard countryeide snd waiting for the dey we will move up to
the font., The kics are still evarming etout *he camp, - Typicel of their smbti-
tions is n stetement mpde by & 1it:le Trenc boy today, vho mmeeks 2 1ittle Eng-
11ah, vhen he eald that after the war he iriended to go to Amerlca end msrry an
Americen girl with long brown helr,

P2 A lot of EAglish d rborne troops have £xdved in the ares, We don't know their
destinetion but have heard thet they are going about €0 milee up the coest toward
Mostagenem. The imerican and English soldiers seem to hold 2 respectful dietence,
The nverage American soldier seems to dislike the British and thinks and states
that Lend-Leese is a jJoke, and that the imiricarcs are really financing the War,

Many of the officers freguent the Floride Clubd 1n Oran, where a poor French or-
chestra tries to goin the favor of the patrons by pleying American tunes., The
18t Division Yoys are trying to convince the Qth Division fellows thet the Tirst
won the Tunisian Cempaign, and vice verse. The result 1s mumerous bloody noses
and broken heads on the streets of Oran. These boys who have becn doing the heary
fighting are relaxing in a big wey, and a lot of drunkenness exiats,

3

30 The .morale of the boys is waning a bit on sccount of inectivity, Meny of them
frequent & French garrison about helf mile away, wvhere they swep yarns vith the
Trench &nd drink the poor grade of wine that the French soldiers give them. As
2 result, some of the boys come in at »ll hours of the night, singing and caus-
ing sozeconfusion., The English who are camped close by have their tea religiously

- sgbout four times each day, They have no hesitancy in coming into our srea and
asking for & spot of milk for their tea, The G.I., bizrest hearted inthe world,
glve 1t to them, as they do bon bon end cigarettes to the youngsters,

31 Pay day today snd s rush fer t'§ " One of the favorite pacti'nel here is 'mrlng

ONEIDEN fine. . o o i
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gnuvenire snd trinketg to rend home to the folve, ' The vrincipel cermcdliv for
g2le, 1% erene, l8 the red, hMue, Bleek or ten wnllet, Lspther goode pre nvery-
where, The rativees heve alrendy Jaarned thet tre Americun scldier emends freely
and heve Jurmed the nrice of everrthing, All éuring the month there hze teen
nrecticelly nething In the etore windo~r excent trhege mrilcles, The country sreund
ie in full bloom vith tormto plents, grone vinee, olive treeer end grein every-
where, All of *the Mecuite #nd meltore and dextrose teblete thept hrve been 1g-
sued in the K-reticr veckegss have deer ¢iven awey, Fobdody erts them, 2nd thew
represent & 90% waste to tre sovernment., The roslds epre p wAari of militerr treffic,
ané larze tanks pnd pleces of esuivment sewm to te moving westwnurd from Tuniele
either to or trrough Cren, Trne harbor is usuelly filled vith Yorte of verlous
kirnds, Convoyrs come every few deys, nt which time, the mull comes in £nd tre dovs
epené zeny hours raewering rmell fron home, The general tenor of the meil from
home is that the home Tolke are willlirg to secrifice anything in order tofunish
“the boys oversees with vhat 1s nocessery to win the war, The %“oys overesess, like-
wise, ere worderizg how the folks beck home rre, end how thinze sre going. The
veste sround here i¢ terrific, enc one cen rerdly think, efter eeeing tre huge
durmpe of geeoline and tires, that st home bto 'l of theme commodities »re reticred,
A Yon-Commiscioned Cfficers Clud hes been opened nerr heve, where the boys c&n g0
end play verious grmes, driny the locel wine, end pars vleasant eveninges, It is
open to £11 the exlieted men, The olficere herve & club on the scecond floor of the
edmipietration Building in the barrscks edjolining the field, vhich ere mcdern up-
to~dete btulldings of concrete finieh, vrinted red, The men were anueed ¢t the
rigr on cone of the coors in trhese Mlldings vhich kad & elgn reading "Doucke", un-
til they dlecovered this wme the French wora for showerg, A ¢t the officer's club,
trhere e r ber trat serves wine end lemondee only., Ir the evenrlings one of the
enlisted ren entertepine the officers with selections on en tecordion., Occesionally
some cutflt Teserves & lrrge rocn downsinlrs for e dance, et which funetion French
glrls sre brought from Cren, It 48 #1s0 ~ttended by nurses cemned neerby -~ thre
seme unit thet caze over on the boat with our Soundromn, Comoered with the United
Stertes, tre morels of thie nert of the worlé rre low, Tvery urchirz on the

gtreet solicits the roldiers, And evervwhe-e can be heeri the well known Tucky-Tuck
which the eoldlerc heve taught the youngsters, TFrecuently these kide penier for
their older sletere., The Lonorsrium rune anyvhere from a veckage of cigrrettes

to r d01]er,
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1 We zre herring ruccre of lerving thls srer. The foo? continues to be so0d, #l-

tc rough the Tere Seclicn seems to heve n vTloTity cn the luxuries, 7vWe reve #

6 srel) PX in the officer's club, vhere we can get e retion of 1 cevton of siger-
ettes, 1 Yox of Chuckles, tooth nante, trushes, hrri bruches, eoro, otec., Jor
fery remsonrtle nricee, Thore 41g flso epn Officer'e store in Cren where one cnz
ret elrmort anything, including » dlouse, 4f neceesary, Tre wetives rroucné here
vi1]l ney o2lmort earthinz for e pair ¢f shoee, £ terrecre beg or medtrese cOVer,
Scme of the enlisted men have benn knowvn to g2t ee high ns 418 for ¢ mottrees
cover from the Arsbs, The veople in town seem tc te living on p diet of fish
end tometoes, The first veek of June eew » rugk of soodin to Crea. The stores
#11 nopvad out with new thinge for s2le, incluilnrs vozen'e 4rereer, rroen ~nd
hpte. lobody reems to know where thie comee from, uestioning the nrtives dces
ro good, fo- they won't tell wiere it csme from. My beet guese ic thet ¢ ehip
frerm the continent wrrived, wrd ves allowad to slip through by the axie 2nd the
AlYles Dy sove %ind of agreement,

7 de sre scheduled to move tomorrow or the next duy, eo evervone is pettlrs resdy,
Tellows rxe gathering In thelr laundry S-~~ nesrdy sowns, Arede ané French woren,
Although they were crutioned not to terke thelr lsunéry tc these pleces, they per-
elet in dolng so.

8. Urders flew thick pnd fest tods), 'we have beexn orlered to rove., As # result,
#11 of the tents sre coming down, packlins boxes are beins nmiled cdown, £nd the
equipnmezt 1s gettling & 1red gremedng snd tightening up, We #re not tufe vhere
wve &#re going but telleve 1t to be Tefer.:in, All of the eculpment, boxer, etc.
vas elther lorded on trucke or trken tc ine rellrced devot. At 1010 PN, we
0! exothor order no! to move, And evervoze wee irmediptely “sicred off" in
the G.I. vernacular. Oursing followed, bdut everything was unloecel, end men
vere worzing all night withoyt eny sleep in such unlosdlag, It seems thet tre
rril trenspestetlon ren into p doltleneck or a priority. The result: we den't
know whether to re-pltch the tents or eleep on the ground until the next order
cores through,

9 Wwe fcund out why tre urpacking, e were scheduled to go to Cujés, .and thore in
our Group Cemrend obJectied so siremucvaly thet ecjeozne hisher up wae convinced
thet we ehould be sent elsevhere, We spent the ey l1iving out of tarcncks tegs
#¢nd corntinuing the cursing which eterted lset night,

10 To cne drree go to town ¢ anvplece else Yecauee 0f the order to be on.the sleTt
: to rove »t mn Yourle notice. We ere "gweating out" theea orders, At & result
there 1a # 1ot of letier writing, checker vleyinz, and conriderrbtle woker playing,

(4
[

Word crre thet our destinetion would be Teferoculn, 86 wve wre sterting to prck P11
over ngrin,
t
12 Psrt of the Scumndron moved to Tafarouia todey, Thie srdrome hag the orly con-
crets runwey in Africe, we understend, so wa are well pleased to te edle to start
. our overseas trelning on euch » field, There e &n English Spitiire outfit on
the field, end 2lso a ccatingent of lockheed-¥udsons, The Inglick occupy all the

bulléings snd we 2re to bivouac scross the fleld in a grein patch, Ve startkd
bresking ground and pitching tents in the afterncon, &8 well as dig foxholes.
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1%z Spent the whole dey pitching cenp end reeisting in getting strsiphtened ~ut.
Tho westher is exceptionally hot todey. e get up tente end heedguarters lor
the sguadron on the line end sterted Lo work. The pilete ure esyer %o corntinue
flying thelr plenes which have boen essigned to them, anc which they heve becn
flyinr et Jujde end Meddouina. The natives ere selling chickens, eg.e, etc. ¢
the enlirtod =zen. :ceversl ol thexz barbecued & zosut.

14 Meny 5 the zen in the equedron eaw the Finj of Englend todey et L cenie wir-
port. He mrrived in e huge four~-motored Kancheeter., He locked a little tired
and worn. The rosds sre jemsed with military treffic, end every once in a while
a convoy of trucke will paes with Germnn snd Itslian priecnere of war. The Ger-
mans have to be gusrded pretty well, bul the Itelians need no guard and seem to
be glad they are ceptured. A etory le told of one of the let Diviion enlisted
men who locked up thirteen Itelimn csptured prisoners at night and the next morn-
ing he counted 28. Orie of them had escaped snd brought 15 more of his buddies
beek. We went to the docke in Oren todey and got several more tents that we
needed.

15 Troop trains pses by LeSenis eirport dsily loaded with Italien and German priso-
P . ners. They stick thelir heezds cut of the emzll windows of smell care that are no
bigger than our G.I. trucke. At our former cemp at Lz Senis, thie dinky reilrosd
had to go up sbout & 5% incline to go over a road, and the boys would gresse the
tracks with 5.I. soap, ané the helpless little trein would epin its wheels, buck
up to get a better start, and finally, after spending much effort end time, woula
make the grade. Tonight we hed a Group party, where beer and cream pulfs were
served. A few of the Officers brought a group of nurses bivouacked about six or
seven zliles away.

16 "Meny of the squadron have found a& reeervoir where they g0 owimming. It is an
ancient dam built of stones, holding back the water from a emall stresm, end
forming a lake sbout helf mile wide and four or five miles long, with a depth
of spproximately 100 feet. It ie up in the hills ebout ten miles away. It ie

— the first fresh water we heve seen for deys. The pilots are doing some pstrol
work over the Mediterranean. The 31lth Sq. is elated to leave our Group next
Priday. Lte. Xonese, Greer and Ferguaon ceme into our Squadron from the 3llth.
One of our truck drivers killed an irab between Tefarouis and LaSenia today, when
the old fellow moved directly into the path of one of our trucke.

17 The pilots were advised as to the danger areas over which they could not fly,

- which included the city of Oran, Spanish Morroecco, and the dry lake south and
veet from LaSenia. Orders have been given to shoot any plane down thet enters
these areas. Reports indiczte that the Axis heve sympsthizers in.Spanish Morrocco
who have shot down same of our planee when they came too close to the border..

18 Yo obtained the call sighne for the various airports in Africa, from Cperations
in LeSenle todey. Our meese hall is feeding the Group hesdquarters. The food hae
teen very good letely. The natives continue to insist in coming into the sres
snd over the field. It les almost impoeeible to keep them out.

1 We instructed the men on the S.0.P. for alert. The pilots are flying dsily and
our Cperstions section is snd has bdeen operating deily. We were told that the

L _ R ) .
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1§ Scotch gusrde who are etetioned with the 3ritish on the cther pide ol the field
hed chssed severcl Germen spies thrcough the hille tn the west of here, cond had run
them into the erms of & French Gerrison back in the hills, wheru irey werc t:xen
orisoner. 4e sro sleo told that this eres is infeeted with Germen spies und ssto-
teurs. Cne o the pilots flew sloft end thot down &n esceped t.rrige tslloon which
hed got awey. All around we dee the evidencee of the invesion of Fovester. - The
dry leie has grounded plenes and trucke in it, the Luilcings end hanzere creund ,
L.senie snd on the roed from Uren to LeSenie and Tefarcuis ere pockedé with tullet
holee. Today Z8pt. ayers, with the LATZ, who hee bgen intelligence of.'icer with ea
out®it vt ke front in Tunieie for meny morths, epoke to ue todey sbout cperavicns
in bis theatre.

20 Cept. Ayere gave 8 tzlk on gircreft identificution and ite lmportence in coztet.
We get a kick out of kicding Cheplain Fischer, & preucher from Tex.s. Lt. lorris
entcrtiined most of the Ssuadron sree with his truzpet in the evening. The pilote
have been very tusy the pest week with their plares. Some of the toye ;o t.ck to
LeSenis in the evening to get & hot shower -t the barracks.

21 Another talk by Cept. Ayers on sircreft idenmtificstion. More convoys of German
end Itclian prisoners sre psecing esch dey. The Arsbe still trade with the enlisted
wen end sre deing e thriving businese in pockettooks.

22 Llt. Col. Dixon gave us & tslk on anti-sirersft end reder sctivities in coxmbet.
shut with cll theee talke, i%t appeere that s sre elated for coxtet within o sh rt
tize., Lt. Eerber, our etetistics officer, ie now =t .oetupenem in the replecezernt
pcol, having deen traneferred there at nis own requeest. A larze Lritish Halifux,
four cotored plane lunded on the field todey, fresh from Znplané vias uibrulter.

It hed developed oil lesks snd was forced cown here. It wcs interesting to tulk
to fellowe who hsd been in London just = few houre before.

23 Ancther talk by Tept. Ayers on Live Bombinz toctics. OCegt. urphy, our Sguedron
phyelcisn, hae ordered the beye not to sWwii in the reservoir, for fesr of infecticn
caueing eleeping sickness.

24 The rest is #till terrific, nnd we still have hzd no sign of roin since we left
the strtes. Capi. ayers gave onother tclk on Air Sea Reecue, telling us about the
“alrus rescues, how the Germane «nd the Alliesa hed religiously lived up to the
rules of fiir play in aie ses rescue work.

25 VLettroyed cleseiflied docuzents which had accumuluted at Key Field, Meridien, iiesi-
eippl, for which we hed no further use. 'We now have & screened in, wooden walled
zese hall, with a dining hall built for our officers ond the Group officere. e
heve strenghtened the guerd ebout the fleld beczuse of reports that paratrcopers
heve been landing within fifteen cilee of the fields A nusber of them have been
captured in verious parts of Africe.

26 Lt. Baer of the 312th Sg. forgot to put his whesls down snd as a result made a
telly larding in an A=35, on the concrete runway. It mede coneiderable ncise,
vnd cauced conslderable emoke end dust, but he wae uninjured. It is the first
irstance we know of where en A=36 hes made such a landing. A& beautiful formstion

of 50 B-24s crossed over Cran today on an unknown destination. They landed at the
. . . MR ranncmn » » ' i - .
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Some o the fellows in the equadron observed the belly lending of 2 £-17 on the
LsSenia sirdrome, with a full crew. The piiot brourht the big ehip ir without e
guiver, and frox all outusrd sppesrancee the only thing that weo douwsged were tne
propellers and the undereide of the fuselnge. All cf the cccupente were uninju-ed.
Lt. Chendler end Lt. Henrind went tc Seseblernce thie efternoon on a btlue lavy trene-
port cozplete with plush sests. From LeSenisz t9 Seestlence ths whole countrysice
was covered with ripered prein, wnd emell circuler epote looking like creters in
which ente w-re crewling sround, turned out to be nstive threshing pstches, where
tre farmere were either throwing the hewten grein into the vir for the wind tc Slow
the ¢hef® &wsy, or & ferzer wae driving & horeo or cumel in a perpetuanl circle stozp-
ing the zrein out of the huseke.

Rumors ere flying thct we tre sbcut to move to Tunisie. CToneequerntly everyone is
doinz & litile packing prepsretory to s sudden mcve.

Greoup hesdquarters end port of the mgkeix esuadrens left tccey for Korte, [lunisis,
Africs, on esvance echelone to our new bese, where we =re sluted to operate over
Sicily. '

The esquedron Epent sll dey teuring 8cwn tents mnd psciing boxes prepsr-lory to
going to Xorbs, Tunieis. Zveryone eeeme 10 want to te on hie way to the comist
vrea. 4o hate to lesve the srowers thet Lt, Celemel hee rigged up out of w w:ter
treiler, plpe ond cecne. ‘
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=Y - EVENTS
1 Lta..bhandler & Yenriod left in stefl cear fof ror-e, Tunleie.

3 Lt, fileon 5. Gillilend wes the first 310th pilot to £1ly & cozbst miesion. He
flew with the 27th Group on o ziesion over Sicily, to bonb end sirufe ¢ Panzer
unit bntuﬂen lerszle end lenzers, Slcily.

4 Zesp hee beensmst up in en clive ctrove near a wheat field =t Korke, “orth. It
{e sbout two miles from the ces, 8nd the dust ricee in greut cloudc whenever en
sirplene engine is eterted. The boys go ewimming delly in the ser, whicn ie 8

besutiful tlue. &t nipht the ‘hospherous mckes ¢ pretty sipht in the weter. e

'see hundreds of hesvy end medium tombere flying drily sverheri on thelr wey to
Sicily end Itely. Cur eirdrome secxze to te directly on-the route. Cur uird Pield
#es dregged out cf s wheutfield by thez Engineers onc conslete of o flut dire

runwey tnet ie mostly duet. Cur Group hexdguarters is on & hill cverlocking the

field =nd »bout s guarter of & zile rwey. It ie ebout s ~ile west of whet locks
like eome cncient ruins. The Red Srees girls core duily und furnish cofree =nd
donute to the pilots only. de sre sbout 18 milec north of Hemzexet, Tinisia,

on the Sulf of Tunis. The Prince ol “rles ies reported to hzve & vilie in Hemra-

zet.

4e heve been spending & lot of time throwihg netives out of our cestus fernced

\n

olive grove. They live all over :nd :11 eround the zirfield and it seeue impoc-
sible 4o keep ther out. Capt. Jirter andZht. Stell srrived here todsy from Tef-

=roule,

7 epte. Jdinter & Stell went on s mission over Y.rsszle, Sicily, where Jspi. 3tell
wae jumped by three ME-10Gs, his ehip beinp riddled. Cept. Jdinter helped drive
them of”, ond Cnrt. Stell, injured, menuoucvered hie plzne back to bese &after
h:ving his epeed control eZfactively knocked out, {lying his plene & few feet
#.bove the weter ascroes the edlterrsneen.

8  Zept. Stell wze zivern o wonderful writeup by the Putlic Reletions departzent of
the 12th 457, which writeup wes prozmptly cebled to the St-tee. One ol the boye

in the 27th Sroup, wnich is on 2 field adjolning oure, wee killed in zction over

Sicily todey. Cur Squadron ran two missione todsy, near Canicattl zrd Licets,

where locczotives, radio steticn, bivouse sres and trucks were elfectively streled,

tre zission encounterin; light flsk, and observing many movezents of the’ enemy

which were promptly reported. A boabfPom a friendly plene dropped near hesr todwy,
ebsut S0 feet from a2 gun explecexont. Fortunctely no one was injured. One cff the
enlisted men hcd his tent bturned up in the middle of the night, and bullets he had

ttere were whistling ell around the sree ss the hest set them off.

@ Cept. Stell was ewarded the Purple Heert for injuries received in his miasion over

Sicily on July 7th.

10 Toduy is "D" Day. Night before last Capt. Winter, our oommanding officer, told

the officers of the Squadron, in detail, about the plen for the invasion which was
to tgin on the Southern shores of Sicily on.July 10th. Last night he told all of

the enlisted men about the plen, pointing out to them on a mep the course that
would be taken, the number of navel and ground units involved, etc. "D" Day for

our Squadron spelled "Lisaster”. After an early morning mission by pilote of our

Squadron, where eneaty roads and 1nntallntasra were lorioully danagod. oleven of
,,.,....._.-W“U L
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£}ié second miesion of our squadron came back with the terrible news that our
cozmending officer, Cept. Regineld D. dinter, had crashed nesr Besrafrance,
Sieily. An hour or so after this bad news, three of our enlisted men were killed
when & 309th plane careened off the runway with bombs ettached, demolishing the
plene snd two of ourse. Three other injured enlisted men were teken to the hos-
pital. The dead wore Stekovich, Esturdey, and Koesbuchi, and thes injured enlisted
- men were Gsffney, Palmieri and Hancock.: On top of all this, we leter discovered
one of our enlisted men, Harold Brown, in a hospital, sericuely injured as the re-
sult of e motorcycle accident. .

11 Two more miesions were flown today over Sicily, one to the rallroad yards at
Termini Imerese, Sicily, and enother to the roed junction at Caltanisetta, both
of which were highly succeseful. The enlisted men of the squadron have found a
plece where they heve been able to buy Itelian and Germen motorcycles for any
price between five and fifty dollers, and as a result our erees ip resounding with
the sound of about fifteen motorcycles. The men use them to go to work in the
morning end to return at night. Also to go to the varioue szall towns nearby.

12 Cne =miseion was flown today, in which Lt. Hood wee seen to bell out over Sicily
-~ neer Cenicatti. He wae seen to lend s-feiy esnd etert running up a hill. The
place where he lsnded may or mry not be enemy territory, 80 we are esgerly aweit-
ing soze word se to his wheresbouts :nd cornditlion. Generul House csme over to
the eree todey end added @ little cheer tc e eitustion which hee been rather
f;loomy since "0 Day.

13 7wo more miseions flown today, both cuccessful. .Je have teen getting a goodly
portion of C-retions since Wwe heve been »sre, snd theee, together with X-reotions,
heve been our usual zpeels eince we errived in Korba. There sre s 8w local vege-
tables, but it le d-nrerous Lo eut them. There ere lote of white-se.ted :zelone,
which are tcstelees compurad tc thoee from Texes or Californie. The people
around here ere elnost 1037 irab. They ere just 2s dirty ese thoee in algeris,
ent the boys sre missing the French girle thst were numerous on the streete in

— Cran., Xany of the fellows heve had the G.Il.e which ie the wellexnown Arsy

diehrrnoea. Up until now, herdly e men "n the squedron hoe shsved since D-iey -

and no one hee tsken 2 bath.

14 Todey we were overjoyed when 1t, Hood walked into headcuarters and grve en amaz-
ing repord of heving tsiled out,tbing held up nnd £inelly being picked up bty our
own forces. An Italian oflcer hud robbed him of hie personel belonginge tefore
telny frightened awey by an epproeching imericen half-track. Lt. Hood received
the Purple Heart for the injuriee he reczived on the July 12th mission. Our
living quurtere are quite confortuble. Je heve an army canvaes cot, with four
poles =t each corner, over which we stretch our mosquito netting. we heven't
pitched eny pyromidel tents, ctince there ie no rein, the weather is hot, end it
1s more confortsble in the open sir., e stretch our shelter hulves on convenient

= limbe of the trees under which we elesp, to keep the sun off.

12 Yesterdsy end today the pilots have met noticeably little anti-uircreft fire.
Cn &1l their miseions over Sicily, the natives ride along the rosds spperently
unconcerned, meking no effort to dive for a ditch. On the contrasry these people
on the rosds and in the fields wavo at the fliers as they go over. Typical of
' the m%esionl thet the boys ere running deily ure the two ran todey. On the
M . . RN emensneme g !
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firet, en eight zen miseion ocde eight direct bomb hits (500 pounders) on the
rallrcad yarde =t Enne, Sicily, end eight direct hite on the reilroed end hi-

wey junction st ~lia, Sicily, efter which they etrefed 14 roilwey curs -t iteluno
end 3 2t lecare, encountering szall erme fire from the rcoftope slong the reilusy
from Alis tc Felaga, and heovier "l:k in the other sreve. (n the egecond ziszsion
twelve pilote llew thelr ghips on 2 bozbing missiun of opportunity {from 5. dtefzno

‘to Pelermo, on the north cosst of 5Siecily. In thie mieelon, they tombed &nd strifed

4 lprge doste end severul emell vessels at Braini Imercee, scoring direct hits.
They etrzled two treine betwsen ferzini Imeree end ilis, sncd strifed trucke elon;
e highwsy. 4 ship wss zlso etrefed neser Ternini, ze were 7 reilwey cere zt
Felszzo, scversl llorth of Corleone, ernd eever:zl motcr vehicles nexr derineo,

where they chserved geveral fires end e lerge explosion., rhese =l¢cione repre-
ts2nted en almoct impceeible distence for the ronpge of our plines, contcidering

the frct thet our boys hsd to £ly up the Tunieisn coast, scrose the lecditerrineen,
611 the wey scrose Sicily, end then shuttle beck and ferth on the iorth coust

of the lutter. A fipht occurres in the meeshcll tonight, in which one boy wes
cut with s epstuls, reguiring 12 etitches to be teken in his cheek.

The Spitfire unit which occupied & field neer oure, snd which is now in Sicily,
wose reported to have lost 30 men in & Cermen raid where direct hite were ecored
on the berrscke in which the men were quartered.

Lt. Tewnasend wce reported miesing over Sicily, us were two other pilote of the
Sroup. Lt. Charles E. Flece, irn a flipht over Sicily, wae struck ty enemy flzk

" &nd hed his lelt arm clmoet shot off, en. his plene eeverely comazed. The fleax

18

19

rendered his throttle or speed control compéetely uselees, 80 that he could yein
ns eliitude. te suffered from considerstle psin end lose of blood, but notwith-
etsnding trie fect 2nd the fact thet hie plene wce dengerously shot up, he brousht
it b ek to beese. Having no throtile control eand the erm used to conircl the lsnd-
ing, h® resched over across his body with his good arm end cut the ewitch und zude
e perfect landing. His feut wes coneidered by everyore es the gre.test t.ey hud
hecrd to date in the wsr. Cn tep of thie excitexment, & pilot frcx one of the
other sguadrons, Lt. Crow, forgot to put hie wheels down, =nd lunded hie plecne

on the dirt runway, with two 00 pound boxbe atteched to his wings, esnd he lived
to tell the tale. - ’ :

Lt. Towneend returned to cemp efter heving spent 18 hours in the chilly lediter-
renean. He hed tailed out yesterdey after having been hit by enexzy flek, and
hie motor having gone out over the ses. He msnzped to climb eboeré hie dinjhy,
lost his retione, end fortunstely shot a turtle with his plstol, which he had
eturied to eczt, when a Walrue seaplene, searching for others, sturbled upon him
in the wuater end reecued him. He wes apparently none the worse for the herrowing
experience. Lt. Torlend wes hit by flak over Sicily, end wae seen to bsil out.
Lt. ?ox‘is in the hospitel in Tunis with s case of Mslaria.

We have been having movies occasionally on top of the hill nesr group he:zdqusr-
ters. For the moet psrt the movies are old, and the generstor invariably bresake
two or three timee curing the show. It ie & welcome relief, however, to the

long hours we spend in seeing thot two or three missions £o out every dey. Luring
the pret few doys we huve been told thet over 40 of our own truneport planes huve

been shot down 1n Southern Sicily by our own naval units. i

T . bt ~Cidbibone I DA - )
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20 At noon todey some of us took off =e fdvance echelon, hesded for Gele, Zfcily.
Ye have hezrd of the nsvy ehooting down our own transporte, hence everyone on ‘'
the sdvance perty felt e little concerned ebout this trip. THcowever, we m.de
the hour and 2 hslf trip without event, flyin, low over the water et ebout =0
feet snd rieing sewe zpprosched Sicily to £y over the hundreds of nevsl veseels
etrung elong the coest. They were still unloeding men =nd materiel. Eerrsige:
talioons were etrung up everywnere in the herbtore, erd there were seversl sunien
or hzlf-eubzerged boets in the herbors. Cur new field ie not so duety ee thet
et Forbe. It hee been dragged out of a tozmzto farm. e put our cots up on s
hill which overlooke the Mediterrenean on one side und our field on the other
while Gele is = helf-zmile S~uth. Cur bivoucc eree ie in the center of & hill
which wes terrifically fortified by the Axie. All vround one can see cemou-
fleged pillboxes and deep trenches in the side of the hill. Hundrede of hend
grenddes ¢re lying sbout on the grcund, in boxes end under every iree. ‘Thous-
ence of rounds of Italian smmunition is also lying zround, ss sre soldiers'
letters, helwete, leather zmounition vouches, maps end other lmplexents of war.
lind minee are everywhere end we don't dere move out of the Iittle cluster of
trees thot we heve chosen =& our bivoua: area., Everythin; mskes it eppeer that
the Germans end Italiane left tn the grestest heste. The netivee welcoze us
with open arms and shouts of "Cerazelli" which is the counterpert of “Bon Bon"
in ifricm. The veople here seem to be e little cleaner thar those in ifrice,
but not much. The rough two wheeled cart which wee pulled by e h:lf-pint donkey
is repleced here by more sturdy tWwo-wheeled carts, with bright end geudy pictures
peinted on the eides, with a donkey almoet twice the size pulling it. The
streete of Gela sre not only filled witr acldiers, but oleo with filth end dirt.
The people live under the most unheeltl, conditions, and an open sewer cen be
smelled in the middle of town. Pigs and other enimels live in the front room
of the maln street with the people, who apparently ere poor and hungry. A pe-
-culiar thing sbout this part of the world is that the houses and buildings are
disgustingly dirty end unkempt, while on the inside one msy find a handsome
interior. The same thing holds true of the churches. Everyone is a Catholic
and seens to build his whole life and existence eround the church. Our bivouac
area was an almond grove, arnd the almords are ripe. We can reach up over our
beds and pick our meal. e have the sky for our ceiling and the usual four
poles and mosquitoe netiing for our bedroom. The night hero is reelly chilly.

21 Today we hed a stend-down which gave us sn cpportunity to strazighten out owr
living quarters. Our bunks in the slmond grove are nesr ssveral buildings of
two-story stucco design, in one of which lives an elderly priest who hes told
us. of the pillaging of the Germene and the rape of their young girls by German
officers. We don't know whether to believe these stories, since we have quickly
learned that the Sicilian tells you what he thinks youwill be plessed to hear
in order to gain personal favor. 'We suspect that they told the Germans the
seme kind of tales. "There are wells scattered about in these groves, where the .
people get their woter. The water is better thin that in Afriocs, but still
tastes stale. We are living on C-retions for the present. The groves are walled
in by large csctus plants, and we £ind the netives selling and eating the pears
wikich grow on tliese plants. Our planes are getting ready to reesume operstions
and our pilots sre resdy to get into sction after a one day rest. All up and

down the road to Licata sre endless convoys of Allied trucke and equipment which
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send huge billows of dust into the air. Alongeide the sirfield, on the Ilats, is
bivouacked & contingent of inky black South Africene in the Britieh service, with
whom the notives ere heving some difficulty when they get crunk end meke advercee
twesrd the women in the neighborhood., [Dead bodies ere gtill floeting zlong the
teaches off Gela, and there is e film of oil or the woter. The shore hee not teen
de-mined =8 yet, end occesionally one will pees 2 spot where the odor of an unbur-
jed enery soléier is met. Weter hes to be hruled to sur cemp from chout five miles
up the roed where k weier voint has teen estetliered., We can see snd neesr the tig
rure poundin; swey up the rosc inlend, &t right.

i'obody hes beer amble tc teke & bath since we lended here. Je ere getting up &t

5 A.) ond oftcn ere kept coing until efter dark. e resuzed operetions froz our
new field, &nd one of our boye csme back todey with flak in the winge of his plene.
The flsk seems to be heavier eccording to ell reporte. de haven't hezrd frox iti.
Torland se yet, but he ie believed to heve been eofe, althcuzh he mey have besen in
enemy -erritory. Meny of the enlisted men have been venturing into Gela and the
surrounding territory, end the native girls are atirscting their attention &s &
heppy contrasi to the Arab womem in 4frine. In the pret few deye &ll of the men
heve cug thexselves slit trerches or foxholes.

#e £inally found = ehower zbout five miles ewsy on the roed to Porte Clivo. It

is situsted in e éry eireez bed off the roed. Thie srovided ue with the first
rezl frech weter shower in marny deys. Je had two heavy cissione of twelve plunes
etch during the dey end 8 lot o demage wae done to ean enemy convoy coff Czpe Cr-
lendc. 4t sbout 11130 et night the eir msid alert wee scunded. This consieted
of she C.D. firing three shcte into the ~ir. The bombing took plece up the rozc
ebout ten or fifteen miles, we think .t Fonte Ltlivo. However, the Tlaenee Jere
lsrge, red and orenge. - /e could heer the loud explosione, ond W:tched the BnOW
for better than e helf hour,

Todsy wae a red letier day for the Squadron. The pilots Jlew severzl wmissione,
but in the afternoon, one of our flijhte of twelve planes, led by it. Eittler

of Pennsylvanie, scccmpliehed what hued . een thought to bo the impossitle. Tne
£lizht tosk off on a miesicn along the Horth coast of Sicily to tomb snd etrele
the ehipping on the llorth coest frox S. Stefeno to C. Milezzo., Finding no sull-
eble targets, Lt. Sittler led his flight into the deedly herbor of Meessinu, one
of tre heaviest Plek defecnded arese in the world st thie tize, snd fecrleesly
dove through a curtein of enti-tircraft fire, ecoring cirect bozb hite on a ierge
enemy cruieer end two deztroyers lying ulong the west shoreline. The cruieer end
one of the destroyers were set afire, snd the whole flight weethered the encounter
and came btsck to basse. As & tribute to their dering, the German radio broadcaet
lete tonight announced ‘that a large Allied ship waes burning in Yeesina Harbtor,
having been destroyed by Axis fire. Up until thie time, it wes believed tco den-
gerous an ares to send even mecdium bombers in. Tonight we hsd enother eir resid,
end for sn hour or lonzer we wstched {lashes, flsres end curteine of trecer bul-
lets liphting up the sky. The enemy bambers, however, left our sree alone.

fe had teen yoinz 2t such a pace, thot we knew todsy was Sundey only when the
Chaplsin came down onto the field with his kit and held services in the Intelli-
gence tent. The besches ere still mined. Some of us ventured down & roed leading
to the besches, snd telkxed to an elderly Itelien lsdy who had lived in Brooklyn

- . . l'-li; J dﬁl

- - —— - i,




.

Zheet lio. 16. 310 2. Sg., 86 2. Gp., &P0 520, ¢ o rosimueter, wew York City, lLed.

A

»onth of July, 1543, Jer Diery. Prepsr=d by Trederic H. Henricé, let. Lt.,213 =g.82 3%

S

25

27

. —e—

EVENIS

for a nuxber of years, and who wee both the envy of and spokesman for the netivee
of the néightorhood. She expreesed to ue whet saemed to us to be the generel eent-
iment &nd uttitude of the Italien people when she told us thst iuseolini hed been

& greet man, had given the Itzlian people good rosce, new buildings, health clinics
end modern conveniencee, end thet the pecple were 1.0% for his vrogrem, end thet
his only cietske wee teezing up with Bi.ler in 8 wer sgzainet the Unitec St:-tee,

The repe of Zthiopia seexed logicel end sensidle encugh to thle o0l¢ ledy, end the
sutjuzetion of other races juetifietle in view of the erowded condition =f Ituly,
tut the unpsrdoneble =in wee Yuesolini'e cecieion to Tight Americe, wnich to the
gvertpge Itelien mind wee 8n imp-eeible gesture. .ot over 1lC yerde lro= where

we g00d, overlooking the Mediterreneen, two szall children were tiown to tits
yetierday oy one of the mines planted by the Germane. Telsinz toe .jor in the
Zniineers, we pseeed eslons the informstion es to where the mine field lay, wnich
she elderly Itelisn lady hed cefelully pointed out to ue. The Mujor thenked ue

end expleined e litile of hie work. From whst he seid, the ZIrgineers ere & tough
tunch. Thelr presteet denger seemed to be in the woodex Itelien lsnd minee which
could eeldo= be detected by the Enrineere zine detectors. Freguently these infer-
nel zachises resu ted in decth to our pereonnel.

Cne o our flighte todcy completely émoliehed & large fuel dump and bivouec erea
on the North cosst of Sieily, in & close air support aiseion Tor the grouné for-
ces, who hsd hed difficulty in sdvercin, in ths erea. Impartiel obeervation end
report received indicsted thet the terrific explcsion of the f'uel dump eent cebris
exywerd for hunéreds of fect, snd completely cleered the wey for the -ground tLroope

‘te edvencs. Thie miesion ie typical of the $ob our plene is deeigned to do. The

coaé from here to Liceta ie still lired with ireffic. All elon_ the roud ere evi-
dences of the eleboreste defenee syetem eet up along the South cosst of Sicily.
inat looke like 8 well-%eut bungelow of four or five roome, with wheat flelds,
gtrew etecks tnd other thinge heving the sppeerance of ferm implererts, inver-
iebly turns out to be & gun ecplecement surrounded by cerdtosrd welle, feke
windowe end rocfe, inside of which ie & heavy cement instzlletion with gune

resdy o be fircd out of the durmy windows. In cemoullsge, we hsve Jound the
nezdis to be srtiste, snd upon seeing these instellations, we immedistely rectll
reports of the pilots beck in Korbs, of seelng nothing except farz tuildings

end peeceful surroundings. One of the things our pilots were et s loss %o under-
etend in the iniziel pheces of the invasion wae inmtermittent liring from farm
houses upperently occupied by netivee, while the netivee out in the fielde end

on the rosd waved 10 them sz they psesed in friendly faehion. Now thst the; heve
geen these phony larmhouses they understsnd the situztion. There seem to be hund-
rede of these cemoufluged houses all over the hills in thie region.

Todey Muesolini resipned. Our first jwpulse wes to think the wur in Itsly wae

over snd that the devastation of Itelien cities, railroede, etc. would imrzedistely
cesse. Upon reflection, however, we knew thet this wse not 8o, snd that the battle
#zeinst the Germens would continue unabzted. The church bells in Gela reng long
end loudly. People all over the streete were running thelr fingers across their
Adam's epple, significently indicating the eclipse o Il Duce, and, invarietbly such
a gesture wes eccompenied by a staiecernt thet "Il Duce: brutebestiu® or “Museolini
no bono = mort.' At Licete, greet numbers of Itslian prisoners, ragged, dirty ond
haggerd looking, were being collected and being allowed to go home in maeny in-
etences. lothers, sweethearts ond wives would wait solemnly outeide the barbed
wire fences until their loved onee received proper clearsnce. Meny of the Itdlien |
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eolciers heve slreedy acked to be ellowed to join the Americen forces. -

28 1lt. McCarroll was lost todey. He wue eeen to tall out near Cesero, in enemy ter-
ritory. We sre all hoping thet he wae uninjured and that he mey be able t» cet
back to our lines. Many G.I.s have beesn reported injured by land mines. There ie
one thing that militery orders cannot cope with, and thet is the insistence on the
part of the average American soldier in collecting souvenirs, even et the expense
of wandering intoc highly dangerous aress. X

29 de had a estend-down todey and flew no miesions. It came es a welcome relief
to the fast pace that the pilote &nd ground crews heve been reinteining. Many
of the men went sight-seeing, end ell of the equipment of tne Squadron was teing
used. There have been & few movies given by the Service Squadrons, which have -
been held down on the field neer the sirplenes. Ever since leaving the states
we heve hud periodic opportunities to see movies, but inveriably they heve been
of ancient vintege. The movie industry's cleim of greet sacrifice for the boys
overseas certainly does not mean to include the issue of current f£ilme for dis-
tribution to the men abroad. The films, however old, ere really welcomed by our
boys and the shows are well sttended, This is in sharp contrast to the criticiem
of the Red Cross by most of the enlisted men, who, in their lettere, ere edvieing
their folke back home never to contribute to the Red Cross sgein. The general
imprestion smong the men, whether right or wrong, is that the Red Cross is a
racket that absorbe the gifts of the American public in creating scft jobs for
adzministrators, and providing smusement fo= “ield directors and Red Croes girls
in base sectione. ‘ ‘

30 President Rocsevelt epoke over the radio todsy (3130 A.M. our time zmmexzmm in the
morning). Many of the personnel stayed up all night to hear the Fresident tell
the Americen public, among cther things, that the rationing on coffee had been
lifted. The reer echelon of our Squadron, which has been at the staging area in
Bizerte, arrived todsy. As & result, we moved our bivousc sres to a larger place,
-about 200 yards awsy, near a lsrge two-strry house, where we installed an Orderly
Room, office for the Adjutent and one for the commanding officer, und en Officer's -
Club upatai{a.' The officers and men are all eating together out of mess kits &8
we heve been doing for seversl weeks. The food is principelly C-retions, K-rctione
B-in-one, end soxe egge end vegetables which our Mess Cfficer tuye locslly.

31 e hnd two more very eucceseful miesions todey in the Randezzo-C.lMilazzo-HMessina
sree, where the boys are encountering eome of the heeviest flak they heve seen
in the war. Z2arters, peddlers, fermere, kide and everybody else wanders all over
our eir®ield. Thie presents en almost humoroue contrast to the cerefully guerded
sirfields in the United States, where even an officer was required to show his
AGC pees to get through the getes. It has been our experience that the closer we
get to the front lines, the more lex the security situetion becomes. Alreedy on
thie £ield we heve found huge boulders lying on the runwey which, if sllowed to
remain, represert a death trap for landing plenes. Theee facts have been reported -
to higher suthority, but nothing eeems to be done sbout it, end the netivee con-
tinue to wender zbout the field, shaving the men, selling melons and grupes, and
even sitting on the winge of the plesnes in ecme inetances, An ef’ort is mede in
the Squsdron to keep them out, but the erea is so lerge, snd the fact that is un-
fenced, mekes it impossible to clear the natives out. , i
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Bed luck hit us egain todsy. Lt. Sittler cratched to certuin desth reur lazo,
Sicily. His wife is about to heva e beby in the Ststee, which did not help to
pllevicrte our sorrow. Todey @ perty of cfficere froz our 3guadren get out to
locete our mlesing pllots, end diecovered thzt It. Torlenc hac bsiled out NL.rin

of Znara, and hed been ceptured by the Germens, 2lter & forced lending tecouee of
enem enti-elircreft fire. Tonight, in en eppirent itlezpt to help us for et our
sorry over tha lose of Lt. Sittler, Zspt. iLitell ot ue together end -eve tre ofli-
cers ¢ crink of real Scotch whiexey whicn he hec teen howrding for anny weeks.

I wae = resl %reot.

lur toys flew.severel zitelons . over Italy Zurin; these dayc, delinitely knocking
out two merehalling yerde, cruein; coneideredle dezege to the Jortn=South Iitnlien
redlr-pd <reflic and ehootlng up all kinde of instellatione rnd motor treflic,
These =iscions were lon; =nd nezerdous endé on two or three occesisne tome of

the pilote berely zot breck to tree with eny gae left, wnd & couple ¢ trer had

to lend st other fielée, havin; run low on . te. Zur operations cficer hnee been
trying te ineiet on ehorter mitsions {'or esfety's sske., On iu uet 4th, one of
enlisted zen, Pullien, who wre sccompenyin- ane of our other enlisted zen ir e
jeep on & trip to Peler=zo to see ths mother end fether of the latsier enlicted
tan, wee killed when the jeep overturned on 8 curve.

4e 8 tribute to the work thet our esusiron sné group ere coing, one of mermy tyo-
icel imprrtisl reports thet heve beer received, wee €ent in by u high ren:ing .
officer of the Second Jorps, which gteted: “I wee ridin, ncrih towerde

when I noticed s very offencsive odecr. iftc- trevelliny enother h:1f pile I ciza
or. ¢ gection ol the roed which wae conrice.ebly torn up, end elong tre ditchee

on b-th sicee w.re rotiing csreasees of %U to &0 horsos und mulee. Cert wheels,
cebris, overturned trucks end miscellanecus motor vehiclee were etrewn for necrly
e mile vlong the highwey. I eeksd en enlieted zen whtt hed cceurred, snd he
etted, 'The screaxning cemons ceme over just before dsrk, Sir, and shop up tiie
Italien expunition trein. They etsrted fires, and in s few minutee ¢11 hell broke
locee. We heard the explosions buck in the hille, and we were over 10 miles ewey.'"
de were rather proud to know thst.it we= ¢ar iquedron that hed run this mission,
end on checking besck we found thet our of’icisl repcrt hed ccnservetively reported
thie miceion on jugust 2nd, 1543, stetinp: "Strefed convoy o7 trucks and anizal
drewn vehicles (20-25; at C-5£26, destroyinz st leeset 1C-15, together with & lerge
undetzeraoined nuwber of psresonrel. Convoy was headed north." :

Lt. Cazmptell did not return to ese after & miesion in the d:npercus Aendezzo
srea. He wae lest seen lorth of Mt. Stna. Yie fete is uniznown. Todey the ground
forces sre having troutle in the Troins sector, &nd we were celled on to weeist

in clecring & wey for them: A bozbing mireion to the Zeset side of Troins proved
highly succeseful, und reporte indicete that the ground forces are highly plecsed
with the results. Four of our pilote went out on a secret missicn for higher coo-
gend. The weether wes poor tnd the heze thick, end we were all wstching with erx-
iety for theee pilots se nipght begern to fall. Je procured fleree, snd hustled &
cub thet had juet lunded off the runwey, and after circling the field until it wee
clerr, the boys mude & perfect lending. .

Catania fell todsy to the Allies. Repcrts elso irdicete that Crel erd belgorod

-
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have fullen to the Russians, and Munda to the Americans. The fighting is terrific . I
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on sll sidee of t. Eins cxcept the ortherst side, where the Germone ure n=xin; &

‘stend. The Third Air Deferce Jingy hes opensd an Colicer'e Zlut in 8 buildin; hock
"0f the Znurch in Sels, which ie elac“rﬂte vy furniehed. They teve s wide .gsurtzemt

of liguor ot resson-ble pricee. [here it an old leshioned u?onurrap* in tre pluce
with e long horn on it, end there tre plenty of oldsditione of v.r oue mugtzinee
tnd newspepere for the officers.

Tlew only one miesion tocey. The enlirted men =re kuvin_ e pocc tize in ilie vicinity
drinkinp & little wine &nd seeking tre comprny of ecme ' the netive .irlc. Clhere
heve been seversl instinces of intimecy with them in the .res, seeorcin e 7 regerts,
which is not uncozmon smeny the enlleted xen. & elnpular snc strixing cceervition
however, is the complete :beence in our Squadron sr tny others We huve teun in the
Army, of sexuel pervision, ce might be expected in lerpge groups of men zk pretty
lergely isolrted from civilizatisn. Sociolo;ically,ell incicctions zre to the el-
Pect thet our zen ezre the finest eoldiere in the world.

Some of our oficere eet out todey to leck for It. .Lm::ell, snc the trip tock thex
to Zcisnie, which wes tuden two duye ugo., Con*reri to the reporis we hed he.rd, the
people were not singing in the etreete or cencing for joy upon the occasion cf the
entry of the allies into the city. Thie mey heve teern the situstlion dey belore yes-
terdey, but not todey. Cn the contrery the people weres locking very solemn with e
cheracteristic hopelcsensss written on thelr fecees There were not e few ‘hisses
efter we hud peeeed some of the groups hudcdled in the streete which were s mses of
debris., The sirport ct Zeicnie waes e study in totcl destruction, with bturnt-up and
destroyed Fi=190s, Me-10%s, JU-8Ce, Fscchi=202- :nd others sirewn =11 over the _ield
erd in the lerge etone revetmente that circle ~iie field. The hsngure and sdainietr:-
tion tuildinge were 5utted skeletons, Two (.I.s were the only eigns of life cn ithe
field which 8till srxelled of unturied dead. These fellows were replscing en engine
duzaged by 8 booby trep left by the Germcns, in en vlzoet new JU=33, which the G.I.s
were poing to repsir to use as a trensport plene in their sguadron. Todey wae one
oi' the heeviest our pilote heve hud to dute. They flew four miesions, totelling
forty sorties, ceusing considersble dexage in the Milezzo-legsine eree.

Several of our ground cfficers snd pllote went today in sesrch of Lt. Melerr-oll who
is miseing, end after tulking to netivee in the vicinity Southweet of Cesero, found
Lt. XeCerroll's plane and definitely estsblished that he hed made ® hazardous but
g=fe belly linding on the side of a hill, had attempted to escape, but wes cuptured,
ofter a native femily had given him help end directed him to whst they thought was
the best channel of esceps. PFor this assisturce, two of the natives were shot by
the Germsns. Randazzo fell to the Allies today, bresking the lest line of resist-

. ance to Meesina.

A little friction arose today between our flight leader, Lt. Dorris, and assistent
Operations Officer of the Group, Capt. Stout. Lt. Dorris at a briefing told Cept.

Stout thst he did not intend to use dive brakes on his flight, whereupon a discueeion ‘
ensued, eventually ending in Cept. Stout's reporting Lt. Dorris as displeying an

sttitude of refusal to comply with orders. The assertion made by the opsrations

officer thet 001. Peul had givcn orders to use dive brakes turned out to de wrong.

Ran three missions of twelve plnnet esch todny to North coast of Sicily and Uost

e Fues ..-.‘_'v.'l-J * ".'14..0.‘
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No miesions were run todsy or on the 17th, preeumsbly because the occupstion 9;
Sicily was virtuslly complete, and our Allied ground forces were so cloee to Mee-
sins thst air-ground esupport wes not feaeible or advissble. Sgt. Jsrrell was in-
jured by an Itelian land mine between our aree end the besch. All peruonngl hed
beer notified in writing on the bulletin bosrd thet the sree wae prohibited, but
Sgt. Jerrell end another énlieted msn disregerded this notice.

Messinz fell to the Allies today. Dne of our enlisted mun sui'lered &n injury io
his hond when & ecuvenir Italisn pietol which he hed obizined, werni off. Luring
the period from "L" Dey to the uliimete occupsticn of inveded Sicily, two cf our
pilote had beer killed, two were cefinitely known to te priesoners of wer, one hed
beern £0 tedly iniured thzt he will necver te sble to Tly sgain, ZJour of our enlisted
zen hed been killed, one injured eo badly he wee seni besck to the sicteg, onc in-
jured ty lond minee, one injured by o pistol, one in e motoreycle uccident, ond
three seriouely injured ir en sirplene eccident. A long flight over Itely toaday
resulted in one pilot heving to lernd on vnother field bec-usze of lagk of fuel.

Yo miesions todey. iMoet of the lellows nzve fone tc neighboring towne to get
ecuvenirs, principally to Licats, Vittorio vnc Zomieo. The Siciliens heve lesrned
the volue of the Arericen soldier's spending cheructeristics, end es & regult
pricee heve gone sky-high. We neve secen prectically no looting by the arericen
soldiers. Occueicnclly when one knows that & price 1s out of line, he will give
the netives what he coneidere sn erticle worth end welk out, in which ceee &n
excited vendor goes thrcuzh e lot of moticre but doesn't do z=uch sbout the eitus-
ticn. The officer's club which we heve upeteairs over the lrderly Room usually is
the 6cene c” & poker or bridze geme in the eveings. Cur ¥ees LTflcer sees tc it
that there sre herd boiled eg:-s, prepee, :lm.nd nute or scme other niex-kn:zks
ercund.

A pickup orchestres coneisting of Mavity on the zsndolln, Xrecht on the clsrinet,
Dorrie on the Trumpet und lundberg on & wooden box drum heve beern entertzining
the ares in the eveninge with hot wnusic, every third tune of which is “The Lhiek
cf Areby®.

4e sre sll especting to move socn, with 2n dnvusion of the Itulien meinlind in the
of fing. When snd where this wi.l teke placc is e mitter of coniecture.

Todey we hed a big dsy with the planee. 'ihile flying escort {or a 2-26 fcramution
over Selerno, Itzly, our boye were jumped by sbout 20 ¥E-105e, and in the ensuing
bettle, our boys begred three of the enecy shipes without loee Lo ue, end chulked up
2 probastles. The victories went to Cept. Gilliland, Lte. Feger end Wright, end the
probebles went to Lte. Pennal snd Frieby. These victorles were the firet cf the
sguedron or the group since entering combet. Up to drte there hss been s noticesble
lock of enemy plesnce and practicelly none heve been enesuntered bty our pilots.

Xhsrkov reported tuken by the Ruscicne. e hnve been ecting a lot of eg.s lately
which teste might good. There ere e lot more of thie commodity here then there
wes in Africs.

Tre pilotes flew en eacort miseion cver Sepri, Itely, today, etcorting & 24 pléne
formation of A-36e that bombed thie pdace. 1In the evening Cept. Stell opened up

- 7 bottler of Sengrems he hed obtained gﬂpx op the Quartermester, and we hed
CONETEER YIRL |

& roal old feehioned party.
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25 Yo miszions tcdey., da sre svaiting our orders to move to unother beee, probably
eomewnere on the lortheset coset ol cieily. de gocve Joe Morton, Associcted Frees
=an, 8 lot of dope s=nd soxe pictures about the A-36 eirplene, for use in & mege-
zine article he etstes he ie going to write. de told him our plane cruised at
sbout 240 moh, cerried two £00 pounc tozbe, hed zix cel. 50 guns, dove froz ebout
10,00C to 3500 feet, geined & é¢iving espesd of over 200 mph, etc.

26 Four of our pilote put on & thrilling exhibition of.dive bombing et Licete, for
observetion by come Coleonels. The plenes flew eround with some Fi 190s 1nd 3= 125e
for purpoees of comparieon, *he whole show wee e huce success, &ndé the doys were
highly cozplimented on their fine work. : '

27 Cur edvence echelon left for tsrcellone, Siecily, our nsw bate, toduy. Lt. Koznees,
the bedy of our outlit, creshed stout fifteen milee from here, neer Mezzerino,
after heving »recticelly ccapleted one of the longzest flights in our hietory
near Teranto, Itely. Ko one cen ezplein the =ysterious cresh, since he wee in
good epirits and hie plene was opercting perfectly just a few mozents before he
was lsst meen. ' )

28 The weather iz s%ill very hot snd there is considerable dust. & big windstorm
cere up todey and blew moet of the tents down. There woe & big bemping somewhere
Eaet of here ebout miénight, end host of the fellowe watched the fireworke for

_an hour or more. Enexy plenes were cverheed but nothing heppened in our &ree.

29 Yo missione today. -Some of she fellows .re packing preparatory to golng to ouwr
new tage. : :

30, T™wo little Sicilion children were killed toduy nesr owr Orderly room by unex=
ploded shelle which they were h-ndling. another Sicilien gtepped on 8 lend wine
in e eotton field cn owr eirdroze cnd injured hie leys end hande. Doctor Murphy,

our Sguadron phyeicien wes kept pretty SuBy .

31 No miesions todsy. Zverybody ie packing.';etting.ready to go to Eercellene by
truck convoye.
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1 de travelled all day %y motor convoy through mcunteine, detours pest knocked-out
bridgee, erriving st the Eercellons eirport in the dzrk sbout 11 P.», Tno pilots
£lew thelr planes to the lunding field earlier in the dey. ikmy of ue did not
have time to prepare tunke, snd we elmply slept for the night in or on whst we
hzd 2t the moxment. The people elong the lorth coeet of Sicily sppecr tc be
cleener then those on the Southern coest, lio missions todey.

2 de flew thres xissions off our new field todey., It coneists of u lon; cirt
runway dregged out of & grepe vineyard. At one end ie & gtone fence ebout six
feet high which represerte & hszerd in tekeof{s ard lsndings. People live ell
sround the field, end cen be eseen carrying lerge beskets ol grepes on their
heeds up -nd down ths nerrow, winding roeds thst go in end out of the vineyurde.
The women esppesr to do esll the work, and et the precent time they ere ciking
wine, which ie apparently a sizple process, consisting of cumping & teeretful
of grapee on'e concrete floor end then stomping in them with thelr tere feet.
‘le heve tlvouacked in en orenge grove et one end of the rumvay, &nd on the
tskeoff the plenee zoom over our bunks less then 50 feet, with two 500 pound
bombs heanging to the winge. ¥From 'a securit; =tsndpolnt, it is &n unhappy cholce,
but the ounly avellable plece. In the ‘evening everyone watched the artillery
fire a2t Messina, which is about 12 or 15 miles on the other sice of a mountsin.

. large flashes of orange light made it appear that ammunition dumps might be ex-
ploding. Today Sgt. Clifford Young end Clifford E. Hermen were awarded the
Soldiers Medasl for umusual bravery at Korba.

% The British invaded thé Italian mainland todyy, acroes the etreits from Messins,
principelly et Regglo Calabria, and met wit! very little resistance. MHeseina
is a picture of elmost total destruction. .About 20,000 people who are homelese
ere living outside the city in a makeshift cemp, where health conditions are
deplorable. A pestilence 1s feared by the suthorities. Some of our men have
visited Messina and have told of the horrors thet exist there. . We are pretty
woll settled in our new eres, and everyone has his mosquitoe netting up and hie
foxhole dug. We are still eimply putting our cots under a tres with our shelter
halves strung adove from the limbs of the t:-ees. We are about 200 yards from
HKediterranean, elong whose shores there are fine homes, The homes are slso of
good and modern conetruction, scettered throughout the vineyards which surround
our field. We have teken over a vacant seaside villa for en Officer's Club and
for the purpose of quartering soze of the pilots. Another one further up the .
beeach hes been requisitioned for an enlisted men's club. It is elaborately furn-
ished and provides a wonderful place for the enlisted men to relax, pday cards,
read books or drink vino during their off houss and in the evening. Each one
has electrio lights furnished by a small generator unit. No missions today.

4 Hed a miesion over the Catanzaro sres, Italy,: toduy, where heavy. concentrations -
of flak have been reported. Oonsiderable damage was done to s road junciion,
e biidge and rumerous motor trucks of the enemy. Our present area is the most
comfortable and pleasent we have struck since lesving the States. The weather
is warm in the dsytime, but booken by a sea breeze, the swimming is ideal end
the headguarters in modern, up to dete buildinge being all that we could sek for.
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uo miseions todey. It cppears that the ground troops tre meeting little or no
resistence in Itely, end there ie no perticular need for eir cround support today.
The nctives sround here wender 8ll over the fiecld ernd it is a job to keep them off
the runvey. it one end of the field we huve & Sritieh anti-sircreft unit which ie
prepored, slong with othere to defen¢ the sirpert vpainst eir stteck. e cen see
M. Etne in the distence smoking. Spitfiree from the Milezzo lield snﬁ'&-}ée

from the 27th Group further up the coeet genereslly xesp the skier filled with
neroplanee, along with ous. Sroup Herugusriere is located beck of ue, over on

the teach, in 8 twoestory structure, on top cf which de a hestily conetructed
control tower.

o miseione todey. Todsy is Lstor Day in the Strtes, ‘le ere ccnsclious of the
fect thet eomething is going to happen in the wey of an invasion further up the
cosst of Italy. e have not been advised exsctly where 28 yei, but one of the
notive women who lives on the seashore, confided in one of our flying officers

thet it would be on Thursdey, Sept. 9, =t Sslernc. We tried to find out where

she got her informstion, but ehe refused to divulge the source, except to szy that
the hed merely hecrd people. cueesing about it in Bsrcellons. oShe told hinme wBE? .

A
Our commanding officer cslled the oflicers together tonight end told us af the
lfvaeion Plen, which wes to te &t Selerno teaches on the $th, just es the Sicilien
women hedtold Lt, Yannell & week epgo. e flew a mission froz llicestro to C. con-
sfeti, with excellent results,

Itely surrendered late tedsy. e were edviced, however, thet the inveeion would
go on se echeduled snd thit tomorrow we would hsve 8 heevy dey. &4 misslon is to
take of” from this bumpy rield every helf hrur to patrol the Sslerno sree tc
cover the lending forces. ’

de staried esrly in the morning on our miesions. The plenes were equipped with

‘belly tanks to provide sufficient fuel to zeke the long trip :nd complete the

hour petrol over Salerno, Four of thece micsions were run. Cn the firet misslcn
the boye encountered enemy aireraft, end shot down z FA-150 und o Flesler Storch,
making five to our credit to date.

Four more missions flown todsy. Mejor Turrent's plene ground-looped on the ficld,
but no oneo wes injured. A Bpitfire wec demolished on the field =2 it zsde an
emergency lunding, miesing Lt. Clsus' ehip which wee lending, by inchee.

Pour more alssions todsy. We have had o heavy echedule thim week. The Italian
fleet shoved up etislte today and surrerndered, On one of our missions, one of
our toys hed to land in the dark on the 27th Group ficld s few miles froa here.

Fcur more miselcnstodoy, Lt. Estep failed to return from one of these micelions,
his plzne having been rppurently hit by flak. The creeh wes either nezr Cesal-
buone or legonegro, Italy. e don't know whether he wee able to bail out or not.
Some of our boys have slreedy londed =t the strip at Sele, on the Salerno beaches,
but had to lerve due to the close proximity of the enery. ’

. We are suppoced to take off by tfunaport for Italy todey. However, it wae post~

poned because we received word that the enemy had counter-attacked and were eo
close to the field that it was impossible to land.
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Sguedron (D), 88th 3omb Group (D], to the 526tr Figh
Fighter-Somber Group, to more neerly conform to o de
plene we use and t> differentiete it from the F-40s

odey we were tdvised thst our officiul title hed been changed from the 310 Eoub

ter-Soober Sguedron, 36ih
scriztion of the type cf
tnd other fizhtere, We &1l

pecied end welted for the transport plenes to teke ue to our new bese in Itely.,

About ncon, twelve 0 the® took off losded with meee

sn¢ & lerge contincert of personnel. .Jhen they wers

ecuiprent uné other muterial
abcut to lsnd =t Sele, on

the field on the besach Scuth of slerno, & lerge lund signal told the- to return

to thelr bese, ond es & result they all returned end
h=d drcpped their wheels preperatory to landing on t

unloaded. The tr.nsporte
he new field when they were

gent back. They had to fly through ©lrk =nd lobbing ehelle which were going
in beth directions froz the Sermen puns towsrd the bosts offshore eng from the

hundrede’ of btosts towsrd the Germen concentrstions i
Lt, Cock nosed & plane uver on the new fleld end is

nlend two or three miles.
strended there witn Lt.

dillard. Grou; hemdzunrters sre there gnd ere perilously close to the enery

lince., Seversl shelle lended near the hezdquerters,
zeroue theres. 2 of our planes which landed the:re he
neving been hit by flak.

en¢ tir reide hzve been nu~
d Lo remein on eccount of

15 4ifter heving had to return from Sele in the trensports withcut lending, we

unpecked and began aweiting furtherrcere. lost of

the sguadron did not re-

vitch their t@m ehelter halves. At 2130 we were awakcned und sdviees that cur
ecvaence purty would mske sncther try to lend et Sele and to bhe ready to teke

off et 8°A.M. There were eseven miesions flown yeetercuy, some froz Sele where
eowe ol tire pilois hed lsnded ond some from 3arcellons. ¥hen the recorde were

finelly gathered in end streifhtened out, L.. Jerrel
an ¥=-10%, knocking off the cenopy, end hituing two

e wae shown to heve hit
M=~150, knocking off be

cancoy of one of thece, Rgsuite otherwise were urknown, ut bolh ol these weore

certeinly prcdstles. Pive miseione were flown today.

1€ >Cur ecverce echelon yoi o°f on the trunsports, loeded with nen, mees equipzent,

jeeps sné every other kind of peraphernelia, st 1012
¢xcept thet one of the trunsports czught in e prop w

O ~.ie ANE without incident,
szh elmoet cruered, we lended

et Sele eirport. de hedn't unloeded sver 1nirty minutes when 8 Focke=iulf 150¢

ralded the herbor and field and everyone ducked for
heppened three times during the day. Thrce of the e
the hundreds of boats sitting offehore. The big 155
" our camp sre pounding sll desy with e roer, and cur e

2 cditch or fexhole. This

nemy plenee were bs ygged by

8 &2 few hundred feet from-
quadron and others are getting

reedy to give some real close air-ground support to the U.S. forces which ere

only three or our miles from our field sluzging it -
severel days, including toduy, it hes been nip and t
tein who the sirfield belongs to, us or the Germans.
ever, but we ore reedy, if neceseery, to take to the

out with the Germane. For

uck, and nobody hes felt cer-
Everyone ie confident, how-
beuches =2nd swixz for it if

neceseary, or tske a pot-shot at enyonre who looke suspicious. There is an C.P. .
(obeervation post) in our beckyard, with 5 enlisted men stteched to the srtillery
who told ue their only job 'wes to it there and wetch and report if and when
eny Germon tenks or men started coming acroes the field towerd them. Severel

cubs are flying around spotting tergets of the enecy

for our artitlery. They

are temporsrily stationed in a bumpy whectfield of smsll dimensione, camouflaged
by getting uncer snd 'in between the trees along the side of the Tield. These cubs

have been worth their weight in gold'aq far, and telking to the artillery boys
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thie efternoon, they tell ue thet these cube heve elimirnetcd e lot of expensive
and leborious spotting devices end affort. They are hard to hit by oppesing
eircraft, snd they can cruise juet out of range of enemy fire, and wetch the
e-emy with field gleseges and determine their every move, end where their instal-
lations ere. Relaying this informstion by radio to the artillery it ie only a
matter of seconds -umil heavy ertillery ie trsined on etrategic tergets, snd the
otservers (2) in the cudb circle sbout end watch the result, and report by readio
imnedirztely the target is hit. They have become the eecing eye of the artillery,
and theee boys have been the unsung herces of the war. Their small creft is
highly maneouverable, cruisee around st about 7C or £0 ziles per hour, and eev-
eral of them have actually claimed victories over Germen fighters, by luring
them into the emall plane, which xoy be close to e mountain, and at the sppro-
priate time, turning into the enexmy craft, which cannot turn at speed, and
which creshees into the mountain. Theee cube are s weapon the enemy hes been
unable to defend againet. We found s ten-wheel truck todey, which had been
strafed yesterday, killing three men. Most of the tiree had been knocked out,
the body, ceb end gas tank pierced, but we msnsged to re-tire it, and fixe it
up so that it represents a valuable addit!nn to our trensportation, which hae
been vitally short recently. In Sicily we mcquired two Italian trucis froam

the Amgot euthorities, which we are using, but which sre slow and cuzbdrsome,’

Duripg lsst night there were cir raids. The artillery pounded all night. Fires
were started all around, and explosions could be heard everywhere. We had 3
air relds during the dey. Ko one wss injured, but sharpnel whizzed by now end
then and .thudded into the ground nearby, c~.e of it falling on the tile roof
of the farm bullding thet we took over £~r quarters. This building is a two-
story, large structure, of white stuzco, with & large carriage room on the west,
rooms in the micdle, e tall esilo next to the rooms, s garage epace next to the
silo and roome, and a huge dairy barn sttached on the east, meking one large
structure. Our orderly room is one.of the downetairs room, our kitchen in in
the carricge barn, officers sleep in the rooms und in the silo, which has a
zoveble metal ceiling, and some of the enlisted men, the supply room snd the
butcher shop ere in the deiry bern, which has a concrete floor and concrete
etalls, which ere convenient for pucking boxee nnd psrachutes. We have hooked
up electric lights throughout. Some of the fellows have pitched pyramidal tents
around .the Suilding, pretty well dispersed, snd two large hayetscke are nesr,
from which we have tsken belee of etreaw to mske floore for our intelli,encs and
operstions tent on the line, end to £ill mattress covers. Today we hed ;EE::T"
missions, One in sarticular was both interesting snd highly succeeeful.” Our
taryget wae s tobecco fectory in Battipaglis, u szall town sbout ten or twelve-
miles north of here, where the Germans heve headquarters cf some kind. The
ground forcee requested the mission. Buttipaglim has chenged hande eeversl
times in flerce and bloody fighting. Cut of 24 bombe dropped, fourteen were
directly in the tobacco fuctory und all the rest were near misses., In a meessge
from the ground forces, it was reported that 14 directs hits were msde, wiping
out the heedquarters, and leaving nothing but the four walls of the building
ltanding.
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~e heve been livirg pretty much on C-rutions eince we trrived here. Gur rear ech-
elon is still bsck et Zercellona, prebebly moved to the steping area et Nilaszzo
for trensportation by boat. Todey, however, = group ol ue went & half-z=ile cr ec
up the pike snd killed = weter buffole 2nd brought it back on the bewd truck, and
expect to have stesk tomorrow. Cne of the boys on u miesion, hit en ME 109 near
nalabutto, with unknown results,

Tocey we had steek for the first tice for u lon; time, thsnkc to the cow e Xilled
yeetorday, which looked something like 8 weter buffelo. The Group hes loet three
pilote the peet two ceys. The flek nerth of selernc ie heavy &tnd sccurste. [lhe
tig 155e which heve been ground us pince we zot here, pouncing ewsy every ¢ay, ere
moving out teodey, which is o good eign thut our grouné forces hove pusked the Uer=
mens beck sufficiently to werrent shifting of the big puns. The toste sre still
ofrehore reer the besches, with lots of barrezge balloons £illing the siy. Patis-
peglia wee rotuken bty our forcee todey efter having gone beck to the Gerzmns ¢ Jew
cays ego. Thie town ie in utter destructlon, and not a building is left. Cur en-
gineering off'icer hee rigged up & shower teth tack of the mees hell, cozplete with
hot weter, which is heeted under e G.I. cer =tove with coile. Threemieeions today.

T-e srmy geve us e pinpoint terget to hit todey, where the Germans were xmassing
troops snd z2teriel for a big counter-atteck. Cur boys dive-bozbed und etrefed

the pinpoint tsrget. ae they were being irterrogsted, end wlter they hed resorted
thet they hed bombed where told, but had seen no signs of sctivity, the sroy called
on the fhone and reported thut the miesion wue u complete succese end thet the
enexy had beer wiped out at this point.

411 dey lon: boste hove been arriving ana unlosding on the btesches - couple of
miles from here. The ducke, or emphitious vehicles of the sray, slong with the
cube mentioned, are doiny & whele of a job. They run up clongeide & freighter

and load quickly, snd proceed immediately &t comperatively greut epeed to the
becches, rodl up onto the teaches, without stopping, continue cnto the highweys

end up to emmunkiion or fuel dunpe er directly to the {ront line Wwhere necesesry.
All dey long countless infentryment in long lines warched from the bezchee up the
so0ad, with full pscks, dirty end grimy, up to the highway thet leads to Battipaglia
end on up tcward this town. This inceseent marching continued far into the night.
Thne cust from the ducks end trucke snd planes sends lerge cloude into the :ir.
Cigerettes cre getting scarce and the rstions ere not pgoing wround. Cur nees offi-
cer is meking an effort to remedy thie situstion. :

The men snd tuppliee etill choke the rosds neer our bivouac ond all dey they moved
up tb the front as they did yesterdsy from the bosts. A 3=-24 &hich had gotten lost
on u mission over Sasrdinia, landed here todmy, with one engine out. & 2-26 made a
forced lending, dropped almost verticelly, rand of{ the end of the rumway, nosed
over and burst into fleme, snd burned all ofternoon. The crew managed to get out
sefely. Major Gunnieon, 309th C.C. bailed out nesr Cspri, after having hed his
plene dowaged by en mmmunition train explosion which he hod been strefing. Lt.

* Thornton of the 312th returned todsy with a thrilling story of having his winge

. and meking his way back to friendly lines, almost exhausted.

knocked off stout ten days ago over enemy territory, teiling out, teing captured
for three days by the Germans, escoping, living disguised ee a native for four days
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