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WAR DIARY

now on whet to expect ies better then e word epoken too lete. Ceptuin louls
geve 2 talk to the enlisted men last night #nd the usuel bull seseion
followed. Thunderbolt Theeter geve & go~d ehow entitled "Seretoge Trurk"

with Gsry Cooper end, despite the fect the show doesn't stert until 153G
hours, et 1830 hours the theater was coampletely filled end stsnding rcom only
wee evelleble. Air Corps Theater precented "Hollywood Centeen® end eall in &ll
it wes 8 very good picture. The pups ere just steérting to open their eyes

end in & couple of deye should be getting thelr firet Jook et the world. All
the boys sre gweating them out end every dey bringe mmny inguirles about

them. . ‘

S5tand down for the day. Rain end overcaet ekles kept the Sguedrcn grounded
for the dey. A meeting wzs held in the officers' qusrtere which wes attenced
by one officer and two enlisted men from esch Squsdron. The topic wes
Biucetion end Information end en ‘attempt will be mede to imterest all the
cen in 8 group discussion. The Alr Corpe Thester presented 8 Eritish stege
show and it wes very good. The thester was filled to eepscity end the per-
forzers went ell out to give the boye.e good tire. It wes a good show end
vwell enjocyed by ell. ‘ :

Good flyirg weather todsy &nd the Sguedron flew five missione. Li. XHeld,

one of the new pilots, did not return. After comlng cff the terget, his
plene had & hung bmb. He wes leet seen at 7,000 feet but just whet heppercd
is not definitely known. Lt. Yeld wae en excellent pilot end wes one of the
Teu pilotes who obtein a8 reting of superior frox flying ech.ol. Thunderboltd
Thettsar presented *liure But The Lonely Heert® with Gary Gresnt. Strong

runors have bean going eround thet we sre tc lesve Italy end go to Pranca.

Yow Lthese ruicrs.ret sterted is something we'll rever know. It doeen't teke
lorng to mske the rounde &nd socn everyone knows it. However, frew ell vecovuis
the ruor 1= correct &n¢ before long we shell te noving.

Gocd flying weather agsin todsy &nd the Squedron flew four alesione of tweni,-
four sortles. lt. Heiles hed 8 miesion on & super rcefinery snd geversl

direst hite sisried lerpe fires end cuoke rose to sbout 2,000 feet. Thunderbdolt
Theater pressnted "My Pel, Wolf" strictly a cless B picture. Air Ccrps
Theater presented "Pin-Up Girl® with Beity Greble end, although ihere wasn't
cuch plot to it, ‘he sreble funs were well setisfied. The ruucrs we've bsen
hesariap eboutl moving to Prance ere trus. Ordere were issued in the morulng
to pack our tegs end the ncmes of those fortunste enough (1) to go on "A*.
perty were ennounced. The cfficcrs' mess hell-wes closed, the Intellijence
roocz w8s torn down and wham, the usual thing happened. Yee you gueesed it,
“he orderas were cancelled for 2 couple of dsys. "AY party will lesve sume=
time in the 'neer future but when, no ons knows. Memy o©f Lhe verscunnel heve
been eeen goling eround studying u Prench dictionery end from ell indicstions
"les feumes® in Prence ere ir for some pood "snow" jobs. The mess hell hee
been reopened snd we 2re now sitting -eround sweating out the orders.

Bed westher kept the Squadron grounded far the day. Stend down wes not culled_

"until 1500 hours when rein and overcsst sikies mede it plain there would be

no :lying. Preperztions still go on for our coming move end everyone is
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running around esking everyone guestions which no one seezs to be sble to
answer. The exsct dete of the deperture of A" party is still closked in
myetery and no cne knows for sure when they will lezve. Most of the
personnel hsve started their pecking and sre teking no chances on getiing
caught short. Some of the pllotse ere running eround trying to find the
correct spproach for establishing friendly relations with the young Ffrench
ladies. Rumor hss it thet owr Group GO, Col. Bates, will depert for the
Stetes to sttsand Comrand Generels Staff School and thet Col. lee will te:e

-over the Group. GZverything happens st once. A few deys ego everyone

would heve swore we would be in Pise for the duration. However, in just
two days everything ras shanged. As the French so eptly put it "Cest la
Guere." ' ‘ : ' o

{oerotions, which heve been going full blest for the last few months slowed
down today. The rumor thet we were going to Frence proved to be much more

_then & runar &nd eccording to the latest latrine rumor "A" party will leave

tomorrow. Only two or three miseions 8 dey will be flown &s operstions will
be leaving soon and they want to keep zs mary planes in good condition &s
poesible for the trip to the new base. There ie much speculstiom as to
where we ere poing and what we ere going to do snd destinations run every-
where from Prance to Chine, Indis or Burms.

Well, todey is the big dey. "A" psrty will leeve &% 1300 houre sherp for-
the port et lezhorn. All the pllots beggsge and moet of the eguipment hus
elready been cerried sway. The of"icers' mese hes been closed und *a*
perty's lsst zael in Itely will be at the enlisted men's eree.

Our noon meel is over end Mejor McGoldrick 1s running sround checking

jeeps and trucks trying to eee if they ere nuctered properly end thet every- R

cne is reedy. The signaol is given &nd the convoy sierts. Cur cer, which is
number 29, sterts off with a8 beng znd we're now on our first lcg of the
journey. We go for ebout two miles =nd Tar soxe recson we sudcenly stop.
Shortly = red jeep ccmes down the roesd, its siren screcming. whet'ls
happening? About five minutes later a lerge steff car with five sters

goes by. It ipg General Merehsll himself. Now the convoy geis resdy to

go. We're off sgain and on to leghorn. Arriving at leghorn we line up

the convoy end swiit orders Lo losd. At sbout four-thirty the Ciret jeep
rolle abosrd. 1In no time et all the boat is loaded, the roll czlled and

we ere set to leove. The Nevel Officers don't know where we are goirng,

nor do we. Cne aofficer belleves we're going to Cren on our first leg of

the journey to the Statos. Very optimistic out we soon convince him that is
etrictly a rumox. A% ebout nine o'clock in the evening we recelve word .

thot our destination is Merseilles. The trip will re-uire ehout twenty-six
hours and efter thet no onee kaows. .

It 1s now eix-thiriy in the morning. The engines heve sterted snd the sauip
shudcers e3 though reluctent to leuve Leghorn. Why enyore ehould be
reluctent to leave Italy Y'll never know. Cur journey will teke twenty-six
houre 8nd baring bed weather we ehould be at our destinallicn sometize
before noon tomorrow. . The day is bssutiful and the sea very oslm. Most of
the men sre sunning themselves or playing cerds. Ahead of ve ere scme LCI's
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