Sheet I;o- 155. ‘Ner DiEry- 526th ?ighter sqo’ aéth Fighteer:) APO 650) N. Y:

Month of Februery 1545. Prepsred Ey Bowerd Q. Wolf, let Lt., ebove nrmed Sqg.

10

11

12

WAR DIARY

now on whet to expect ies better then e word epoken too lete. Ceptuin louls
geve 2 talk to the enlisted men last night #nd the usuel bull seseion
followed. Thunderbolt Theeter geve & go~d ehow entitled "Seretoge Trurk"

with Gsry Cooper end, despite the fect the show doesn't stert until 153G
hours, et 1830 hours the theater was coampletely filled end stsnding rcom only
wee evelleble. Air Corps Theater precented "Hollywood Centeen® end eall in &ll
it wes 8 very good picture. The pups ere just steérting to open their eyes

end in & couple of deye should be getting thelr firet Jook et the world. All
the boys sre gweating them out end every dey bringe mmny inguirles about

them. . ‘

S5tand down for the day. Rain end overcaet ekles kept the Sguedrcn grounded
for the dey. A meeting wzs held in the officers' qusrtere which wes attenced
by one officer and two enlisted men from esch Squsdron. The topic wes
Biucetion end Information end en ‘attempt will be mede to imterest all the
cen in 8 group discussion. The Alr Corpe Thester presented 8 Eritish stege
show and it wes very good. The thester was filled to eepscity end the per-
forzers went ell out to give the boye.e good tire. It wes a good show end
vwell enjocyed by ell. ‘ :

Good flyirg weather todsy &nd the Sguedron flew five missione. Li. XHeld,

one of the new pilots, did not return. After comlng cff the terget, his
plene had & hung bmb. He wes leet seen at 7,000 feet but just whet heppercd
is not definitely known. Lt. Yeld wae en excellent pilot end wes one of the
Teu pilotes who obtein a8 reting of superior frox flying ech.ol. Thunderboltd
Thettsar presented *liure But The Lonely Heert® with Gary Gresnt. Strong

runors have bean going eround thet we sre tc lesve Italy end go to Pranca.

Yow Lthese ruicrs.ret sterted is something we'll rever know. It doeen't teke
lorng to mske the rounde &nd socn everyone knows it. However, frew ell vecovuis
the ruor 1= correct &n¢ before long we shell te noving.

Gocd flying weather agsin todsy &nd the Squedron flew four alesione of tweni,-
four sortles. lt. Heiles hed 8 miesion on & super rcefinery snd geversl

direst hite sisried lerpe fires end cuoke rose to sbout 2,000 feet. Thunderbdolt
Theater pressnted "My Pel, Wolf" strictly a cless B picture. Air Ccrps
Theater presented "Pin-Up Girl® with Beity Greble end, although ihere wasn't
cuch plot to it, ‘he sreble funs were well setisfied. The ruucrs we've bsen
hesariap eboutl moving to Prance ere trus. Ordere were issued in the morulng
to pack our tegs end the ncmes of those fortunste enough (1) to go on "A*.
perty were ennounced. The cfficcrs' mess hell-wes closed, the Intellijence
roocz w8s torn down and wham, the usual thing happened. Yee you gueesed it,
“he orderas were cancelled for 2 couple of dsys. "AY party will lesve sume=
time in the 'neer future but when, no ons knows. Memy o©f Lhe verscunnel heve
been eeen goling eround studying u Prench dictionery end from ell indicstions
"les feumes® in Prence ere ir for some pood "snow" jobs. The mess hell hee
been reopened snd we 2re now sitting -eround sweating out the orders.

Bed westher kept the Squadron grounded far the day. Stend down wes not culled_

"until 1500 hours when rein and overcsst sikies mede it plain there would be

no :lying. Preperztions still go on for our coming move end everyone is
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running around esking everyone guestions which no one seezs to be sble to
answer. The exsct dete of the deperture of A" party is still closked in
myetery and no cne knows for sure when they will lezve. Most of the
personnel hsve started their pecking and sre teking no chances on getiing
caught short. Some of the pllotse ere running eround trying to find the
correct spproach for establishing friendly relations with the young Ffrench
ladies. Rumor hss it thet owr Group GO, Col. Bates, will depert for the
Stetes to sttsand Comrand Generels Staff School and thet Col. lee will te:e

-over the Group. GZverything happens st once. A few deys ego everyone

would heve swore we would be in Pise for the duration. However, in just
two days everything ras shanged. As the French so eptly put it "Cest la
Guere." ' ‘ : ' o

{oerotions, which heve been going full blest for the last few months slowed
down today. The rumor thet we were going to Frence proved to be much more

_then & runar &nd eccording to the latest latrine rumor "A" party will leave

tomorrow. Only two or three miseions 8 dey will be flown &s operstions will
be leaving soon and they want to keep zs mary planes in good condition &s
poesible for the trip to the new base. There ie much speculstiom as to
where we ere poing and what we ere going to do snd destinations run every-
where from Prance to Chine, Indis or Burms.

Well, todey is the big dey. "A" psrty will leeve &% 1300 houre sherp for-
the port et lezhorn. All the pllots beggsge and moet of the eguipment hus
elready been cerried sway. The of"icers' mese hes been closed und *a*
perty's lsst zael in Itely will be at the enlisted men's eree.

Our noon meel is over end Mejor McGoldrick 1s running sround checking

jeeps and trucks trying to eee if they ere nuctered properly end thet every- R

cne is reedy. The signaol is given &nd the convoy sierts. Cur cer, which is
number 29, sterts off with a8 beng znd we're now on our first lcg of the
journey. We go for ebout two miles =nd Tar soxe recson we sudcenly stop.
Shortly = red jeep ccmes down the roesd, its siren screcming. whet'ls
happening? About five minutes later a lerge steff car with five sters

goes by. It ipg General Merehsll himself. Now the convoy geis resdy to

go. We're off sgain and on to leghorn. Arriving at leghorn we line up

the convoy end swiit orders Lo losd. At sbout four-thirty the Ciret jeep
rolle abosrd. 1In no time et all the boat is loaded, the roll czlled and

we ere set to leove. The Nevel Officers don't know where we are goirng,

nor do we. Cne aofficer belleves we're going to Cren on our first leg of

the journey to the Statos. Very optimistic out we soon convince him that is
etrictly a rumox. A% ebout nine o'clock in the evening we recelve word .

thot our destination is Merseilles. The trip will re-uire ehout twenty-six
hours and efter thet no onee kaows. .

It 1s now eix-thiriy in the morning. The engines heve sterted snd the sauip
shudcers e3 though reluctent to leuve Leghorn. Why enyore ehould be
reluctent to leave Italy Y'll never know. Cur journey will teke twenty-six
houre 8nd baring bed weather we ehould be at our destinallicn sometize
before noon tomorrow. . The day is bssutiful and the sea very oslm. Most of
the men sre sunning themselves or playing cerds. Ahead of ve ere scme LCI's

- e am em e -
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and other I8T's. This afternoon two P-47's buzzed the ship and gave the
convoy the once over. EKveryone is trying to figure out where we will go
efter we land but no one knows for sure. From 8ll accounts a long trip
awaits us and plemty of K ratione have been provided.

It is pow six-thirty in the morning. The ship peaseed a peaceful night.

At about 4 AM scamething went wrong with the engine end we were forced to
drop out of the comvoy but sfter repairs had been made we nenaged to over-
take it. Talk with one of the officers discloses the fact that we are

thesad of schedule and will dock sbout eight-thirty. That means about twenty-
six hours for the trip which wasn't bad et all.

Now it is eight-forty. We are dowly pulling into Marseillee Harbor.
Sunken bosts testify to the fact that not long ago the "Boche" were here.
Now we have docked and soon the unlosding begine. In a very short while
21l motor vehicles sre sshore. Twenty men and Osptain Qalamai will go by
train ani teke the equipment to our destination. The rest of us will prooceed
by vehicle. We start out but go about & quarter of a mile and stop. Im-
medistely we are surrounded by French pecple of all sizes and shapes. They
want clgsrettes, gum, oandy or amything, even K retions for which they offer
two dollars a box. After sbout an hour we start again. No one seems to
knov just where we are going or just how we are going to get there. After
vinding around blocks and getting lost we finally make our way to a staging
area. Yo now know that we are going to Tantonville, which is south of
Mency. Ve will lesve at seven-thirty tomorrow morning. Now it is time for
supper and efter that bed. It is ocold but mot too eold.

It i{s now five-thirty AM. The cemp is elready active preparing for the

start of the 447 mile jowrney. Now we £ind out that we are mt golng todey
after all. It seems that samething is messed up someplace. Immediately
everyone warts to go to Narseilles. last night was really cold. Bomme of
the hearty souls slept outside andthis morning their blankets were covered
with frowt. Pancakes for breskfast and mow some of us will go to Marseilles
to change our money from lires to Francs and probebly cther reasoms, possidly
*cherches les femmes®.

Yo are scheduled to leave this mornimg. Breakfast was at five-thirty and
omap is being broke up. Vehicles are lined up and sbout seven o'clock the
convoy starts. Bouthern France is very picturesque and shows little evidence
of war. Soattered burned out N/T oan be sden along the rosd testifying

to the accurscy of scme Allied aircraft. Some of the vehicles bresk down
and are waiting for the maintsinance truck to catch up. We stop for lunch
at about twelve o0'clook. The menu is X rations. It is cold and windy but
not too bad. ¥e go about 170 miles and stop for the night at 8t. Reabert.

Another eerly start. All pecked and ready to leeve at seven-—fifteen. Ve '
plan to go as far ar Dijon and stay there for the night. Through sll the
small towne the people maile and wave and the children give us the V for
victory sign. The fermers bring us out wine wherever we stop and trade us
fresh eggs. The oountryside 1is besutiful and the homes are well kept and
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tnd wodern. The wsether iz be:utiful end everyons eeeze Lo te enjoying the
ride very much. e hsve teen heving two hot zesls & dey end ¥ retione oor
c¢inner. Thie pert of Frence ssems untouched by wer.

20 After treveling ell dey we etop et Dijon for the ni;ht. Je zzde pretty
good time 2nd tomorrow shnuld be the lest lez of the journey. Hort of the
2en ere enjoying the trip end from sll sccounts they like the ccuniry Letter
then Itely slreedy. The French girle seex xuch prettier end friendlier
then the ones we laft hehind. A good eupper is served end then most of the
men hit the seck eerly. The vehicles ere holding up good slthough wcse or
trez heve se=n 8 grest deel of service.

21 Well twuie e {t. The stert of the lact ley of the journey. Another eerly
etsrt. The bivouec esres wee reelly smmel’iing out 2f this world. We spent
the nifht in & hesvily forested eree with 8 blg cement well sround it. - The
pereonnel working here tell us it wes uesd by the Germuns es & sort of
prison. Mud 1e sbout three feet deep end ihere &re no dry plecese to pui our
cots. No open fires ere ellowed end it looked for ewhile Bs though we would
freeze. MHowever, eoze of Lth: boys were lucky enough to get beds in French
houses. The pecple ere wonderful, giving us wine, & wonderful place
to sleep end not eccepting eny money. Quite & chenge from the lsst couniry
we were In. After s hetrty breskfast we start out. From sll eccounts we
should resch our cestinetion sboul one o'clock in the efternocon. We ere
e few rilee frox our £ield wnd i1t hze sterted to rein. The wesiher =es
besen worderful up to now. When we finelly reech the field we sre sll in
for & shock. Mud t¢nd mre mud. The enlisted men have tenie, the of:icers
chatesue, such ss they are. However, they ere better tren tente snd with
6 little work cen be [ixed up. The pilots who ceme with "A® party look st
the runwey snd wonder how the; cen ever gzet off., It slopes downhill et
gulte en angle. '

22 Well todey sterts the progress on the field. Szell huts etre teing buils
to house Operestione snd Inteliizence. Curse ie not yet completed but should
be in & couple of deys. The rest of the outfit ie expecied tozorrow enc
our first ciseion is scheduled for Sunday. Officere ind men both sfe esting
in the enlieted men's sres enc the food hes reslly been good. ew maps
ere teing iseued &nd the pilole will heve to leern the country 81l over
-agelin. . ' ' :

27 Todey the reet of the outfit ie due to errive. They are coming in three
shifte ebout en hour spert. About two o'clock the plenes from the £25th
ceme Over the fleld. With them ure ebout 8ix O-47's. About one hour lster
our plenee errive but no C-47's. The plenes of the 527th Squzcron have
not arrived yet. We weit until derk but twenty plenee of the 527th Squedron
enc some 0-47's ere miseing. All the bed rolls of our pilote sre on the
C-47's end the pilots sre wondering what they ere zoing %o sleep on.

24 The westher ontinued bed today but lete it cleered wp end the rexs inder
of the auifit errived. They spent the ni, k¢ st lyon end from 8ll eccounts

2o
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hsd zuite & tize. They 4¢1l ue 4het Teyior encd Welch sre now Cezteing ernd
thel Kenof®, Kneeck, sed Glosckler ere now Firet Lieutensnts. The £27th &<,
hod & tough traek snd lost one of 4hulir pilote &t Mereeilles., ILt. Kerr
lended end the rlens 4het lendsd behind him creshed into him. Lt. Kerr wes
8 Pine fellow snd will be miesec.

-
-
-

Oxr firet dsy of oper tiome. The Zliret miselinn ie e sixteen pline encw, &
fighter sweer., The second ziecion is en srmed reconnsieesnce. Our plenes
ell ceze brcke The other Sau-cdrons ere not so lucky. The £25th Sc. loses
two men. lt. Stucrt bellies hie plyne in 2fter being hit by flek enc Lt.
Mether parechuted out. The S27th 5g. lost two plienes, with onz pilel esfe
6nd the other pilot weounded. It'e ¢ busy de; sn the fleid. C(me3~24 end
one B=17 lznd here, both hiving one engine ehot out. & P~51l sttemzis to
lend on fire but crcehes eh rt cf the runwsy. The pilot wes dregi=d cut
tnd, slthough burned on the fcce end cut, ke will live. Quick work by the
Pire truck esvec his life. The pilote c2re finding cut thst it's e 1it<le
tougher here then in Italy. Znesy eireraft wre esctive end sll the cilots
fly with treir Yeed o5 & awivel.

Ore niesion flown todsy. Bud we.ther end strong wincs kept the Group
grounded. The Cired fli;nt ewe=ted oul the t:keof? with e strong tail
wind end & down hill runwey. However, they ell ot off elright end tock
selely but reported the we-thernd goou. The Intelligence nut i fin:lly
Tinlshec und now we cen etert seiiing up mezs, instelling stoves, end &ny
nuaber of thinge necsssery for operstion. Prior to tris time the briefling
hes been cerried on at Group 5-2.

Stendby for the dsy. Bsd weether kept 811 the missions cn the ground.

Beck 8t Plse, on & dey lixe thie, the Grmp would heve been stood down but
here Comzand suye "st-rdbty until further notice" which probubly reene
toworrow morning. Chow hees teen very good lztely und there h:ve teen few
compleinte. Srowers hsve beun inetelle~ in the baserment of the officers!
guerters end both enlisted =en £nd officers heva teken adventsge of thea.
There wes 8 1ittle excitezent in the oficers' querters. A fire broke out
et etout six-thiriy just es the Intelligence depertzent, nazely Cept. Llouic
6nd Li. JWolf, were toking 8 beth. Smoke wes 80 bed thet the two officers
could not get upsteire 2o get clothes. They were forced to run outside in
unc-rgerpents end it wes cold. The fire truck soon errived end put out the
blaze. A mesting of 211 of"icere wes held e¢nd & dence wes plenned for
Seturdey night &t the opening of the club. The pilots heve been working

herd cn the e¢lud, printing end buildi-g wnd from sll indicctions it should
be v good job. - '

Bed weether ir the morning kept the Squedron groinded but just ofter lunch
the siy clesred end cur firet miseion got off. Thrce miesione of thirty-six
zorties were flown in jusi the efternoon. Beck et our bese in Italy @
thirty-six sortie dvy wes considered good. However, ee one men put it,
"Thie is the big lecgue an in time the Group will probebly be flying up to
144 sortics a cay. Awsrds in thie thester ere & little essier to get than

20
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than they were in Italy. Alr Medels ere given for euch five soriies of s
certaln typs. As yet there hes been no provision mede for & tneeter bul
rumor hes it thet we will heve onme. Thinge ere bezinning to shepe up
pretty good end before long we shall be &5 coxforteble es we were before.
lt. Foftiezer wss proroted to Ceptein end li. Heiles wes swurcded the DFC.
Now Lhat shey sre flying their mis:iore over lend moet o the pilots Leve
-ned thelr éinghys rezoved froo thelr chutee.
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HEADQUMRTERS, 526TH ?IG'HT
86TH FIGHTEIR RO'P, APOD

Records.

t Commending Generel, XII Tectical Air Commend,

. SQUAIROY
57& M. Y.

et TGN

31 Merch 1945 .

APO 374, M. Y.

1. Cutline History of the 526th Fighter Squadron, 86th Pighter Group,

£for the period 1 March 1945 to 1

Present designsat

ion:

XII Tacticel Air Commend, APO 374, Mew York, M. Y.

)O(II Tactical Air

b.

Chengee in organ

(1) Chranges in

ization:

designet icm Relieved froam

Adr Porce, deted 6 Merch 1945.

(2) Disposition of echeloms snd subordinsto unite:
Commending Cfficears:
(4) Changes in Staff Cfficers:

(3) Chenges in

llone.

Squedron Order

eesignaent to the

Command per Generel (rder Mumber 45, Heedquarters Twelfth

None.

526th Firhter Squadron, 86th Pighter Croup,

Yumber 2, Per. 6.

lst Lt. Stenley R. Shenk, 0-815400, ie in addition to his other duties eppointed

relieved.

Par. 7.

Thonee G. Arckibald, 0-665157, transferred.

Qe

| &3

Strength, commis

(1)

(1) Oempaign:

sioned and enlisted men:

Month of Merch 1945,

Germen.

RESTRIGTED
i

lst Lt. Clyde Y. Heiles, 0-820407, ie in addition
to his other duties sppointed (perations OPficer (Prim Dutyv).

vice Ceptain

Assistant Qwrati‘;anu Officer (Prim Duty). vice let Lt. Clyde Y. Hailes, 0-820407,

(e) At beginning: €1 officers; 246 T. M. sssigned.
(b) Yet increese: Xome ; None.
(c) Yot decreasss: 2 officers; 9 E. M.
(d) At end 1 59 officers; 237 E. M. assigned.
Stetions: Y=l strip. Tentonville, Frence.
Hovements: Ncne.
- Ceampeigns:  Sicilien = July -- Auguet 1943.
Neples Foggis = 18 August 1943 == 21 Jenuery 101414
Rame Arno - 22 January 1944 —— 21 Pebrusry 1945,
8outhern Frence = 15 Auguet 1944 == 26 September 1944.
German - 25 Februery 1945.
Operations: ,
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(2) Yeture of operations: Cambst missione by flights of P-47
type aircraft, on dive bombing, strefing mnd escort, particulsrly in ettacking
enexy communicetions, and principal}y of dive bozbing and etrefing type.

{(3) ™“umber of missions and sorties for period:

- () Miseions: ©8.
(b) Sortiee : 778.

(4) Pesults of important missione:

(e) On 9 Yerch 1945, Cepiain WALLACE A. RCFTISZIR led &
twelve plane formetion of fighter-bombers on sn ermed reconnsiss=nce of
Western Germeny with e Plneapple priority. Enroute to the target the flight
encountered a complete overcast which m=ade the probebility of e successful
miesion doubtful. Cn arriving over the terget area the flight found the eres
to be covered with &n overcest, at about 5,500 feet. The flight found e
thirty-five car trein londed with motor transports and elrge guns which had
besn damaged but not destroyed. Immedietely forming hie flight for the attack
Ceptein Hoftiezer led the flight in a perfect bozbing run which enabled the
P-47's to score direct hits on the trein which deestroyed at lesst fifteen
rail cars and blew out e section of the track for 150 feet. By strefing and
borbing the flight destroyed or damaged forty-two railroed cere, fifteen
heavy guns, five light guns, end effected eipht rell cuts. Fram all indi-
cations the enemy was atterpting to remove thsee suppliee but was prevented
fram doing so by the accurate bomwbing of our plenes.

(b) On 11 March 1945, Lt. GECRGE E. WCOD led &n eicht-plane
formation of P-47's on an armed reconnaissance of Western Germsny. While
proceeding to his aesigned erea the £light was called by Controller and
ordered to bomb an ammunitlion duxp close to the front lines. On erriving
over the target mree Lt. Wood set 2 perfect pattern of attack in his bozb
run ensbling his flight to place 2ll bowbe in the terget area, lLarge ex-
plosions resulted with fire and smoke tillowing up to 1,000 feet. The next
day n message was sent by the 42nd Division co~firming lerge fires and smoke
o8 the result of thils bozbing.

(c) O14 ¥arch 1945, Ceptein WAITER C. TAYLOR, JR., led
en eleven plene formation of fighter=btombers in an srmed reconnaissance of
the area north of Karlsruhe, Germarny. Good weether conditions seemed to
sssure the succees of the flight. Controller aseigned the flizht a seventy
car trein loaded with motor treneporte and other supplies. By bombing and
strefing the flight destroyed fifty-two motor transporte, damsged ten rail-
road cars, and effected two reil cuts. Nipe aireraft expended all their

smpunition before bresklng off the ettack.

(d) ©On 16 March 1945, Captain WALLACE A. HCFTIEZER led an
eight-plsne formation of fighter-bogbers in an armed reconneiesance of
Western Germany. On erriving over the target area the flight observed a
train with two locomotives moving north from Speyer. Immediately forming
his £light for the ettack Ceptain loftiezer led his flight in a perfect
bombirg run scoring direct hits resulting in the destruction of two locomotives
and nineteen reilroad care. All told the flight destroved or demaged two
locomotives, thirty-four railroed cers, two buildings, and blew out s section

-2
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of track for forty feet, This uission nelped to cripple eneuy communications
in this aresu,

(el On 13 Lerch 1945, Captain WaliZk Ce LYz, Jd. 1led un
¢izht plane forumntion on an arued reconnsissance of Jwestern Serauny. .Jith -
close suppert mission assigned by Controller as the priwary tariet. .Jorking
in close conjunction with Controller, the flizht bowbed and strufed wotor
transports and arwored vehicles of Gerwan troops attewptin: to mwove out of
the Front lLine area. So accurate wus the boubinz and strafin; of tue flisiit
that the amuzing totul destroycd or dwaiged wus forty-two motor transports,
two light tanks, and threc Geruan jeeps.

(fi On 20 March 1345, Captain =ul J. SErzZiCICH led .n eisint
plane foruwation of fighter-bowbers on an armed recoanadissance of the beuttle
area .ith a close support uwission to be assigned as the priwmery tarret. On
arriving at the tarset ares the flight wes nssigned the tasl: of conductins a
reconnaissance from Neustadt to Lannheitn., They were unable to find any move-
went, Controller then called them and told them there was wotor transport
wovement southvest of Kaiserslautern. - On arriving ot the area the flisnt
could see our own troops advancinz southeust out of the town and the Geruwans
moving east about four or five wiles awmy frou our troops. Iucediately
attackin:, the flizht bombed and strufed the fleeins enewy destroyin: or deua~
ing forty-seven eneuy umotor transports, -seven horse dr..vm vehicles and glh_ng

a zreat many énenv personnel.

(z1 On 21 arch 1945, Captu.n =ul J. SEI/ENCICH led a nine
pl&ne formation of fighter-bowbers in =n attuck upon fortified positions on
the northwest side of hill near the town of Fishbeck., Our troops were bein:
held up by these positions. Good weather made the probubility of the mission
being successful, good. On arriving at ithe turget area, Ceptuain Setencich
immnediately formed his flignt for the attack and led them in a perfect bowmbin:
run, putting all the bouwbs in the tunret area. Dugout positions =nd entrench-
wments were well covered and four strafin: passes were made. At the tiwe of
tho atteck friendly elewments werc only 1,000 yards south of the tarret. ‘The
next day a letter of commendation wias received from the 42nd Infantry Division,
The letter read in part:; "Seusoned veterans state air attack was best close
support ever witnessed. Grateful is a weak word for Division's feliin:s".

h. Commandin;; Officer and important missions:

(1) Commending Officer; Lunjor RICAARD (I 1AYiOR.
(20 Iwportant missions:

{ed On 14 larch 1945, Cuptain WaLlaCE A. HOFsiELER, led
a twelve plane formation of fighter-boubers on an arwed reconnaissance of
Western Germany, Controller gave the flight the tarset of a runwoy at Gr.
Sachsenheim, lMajor 1AYLOR flow as leader of Blue flight. On arriving over
the target ares, Captain Hoftiezer led his flight in a bomb run scoriny; direct
hits on the center of the runway and cratering it. lUajor Taylor's bouwdbs nit
the woods and started a larze fire. & reconnaissance plune in tho area said
that a fuel dwmp hnd been hit. The tiaz at the target wos very intense and
one plane was lost. Lissions flown on the following day reported the runway
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well cratered and unservicesble.

i. Losses in ection:

(1) ALLAY H. DeBERRY, 0-2059236, 2nd Lt., Air Coros, Pilot,
feiled to retuwrn from miesion. Plane was seen t0 crash et R-1669 neer
Annweiler, Germany. MIA. 14 Yarch 1945, '

(2) JO4N H, KUPPERS, 0-823093, lst !t., iir Gorpe, Pilot,
feiled to return from nieeion. Last seen at R-9542, just north of Zr.
Secheenhein, Germery, et an altitude of 1,000 feet. IIA 14 Merch 1945,

(3) TDWARD C. MASARIAN, 0-708723, 2nd lt., Air Sorps, Pilot,
falled to return from mission. Creshed et Q-926321, near Uhrwiller, France,
and he wees leter found by the Cheplin etill in his plane. KL.. 15 March 1945,

(4) BSUSHIELL N, WEICH, 0-759135, Captain, Air Corps, Pilct,
failed to return from miesion. Plane crashed at R-8134, just west of Wierns-
heim, Germemy. MIA., 19 Merch 1945.

(5) WALTER C. TAYLQR, JR., 0-821561, Ceptain, Air Corpe, Pilot,
feiled to retiurn from mission. Plene erashed end burned at R-309662, pear
lendeu, Germsmy. Captain Tavlor's grave was later found by the Chaplein in
‘a civilian graveyard. ¥IA, 20 March 1945,

Y. FPormer end present members who have distinguished thezselvees:

(1) CLYDE H. BAILES, Ceptain Dietinguished Flying Croes
(2) DOUGLAS W. LETADER, lst Lt. Distinzuished Flying Croes
(3) GESE E. WD, lst Lt. Dintinpuished Flying Crose

(4) WALT=R C. TAYLR, JR., Cept. First Oek-leaf Cluster to
the Distinpulshed Flying
Cross.

2. Inclosed is War Diery, 526th Fighter Squedron, 86th Fightex;. ¥row,
APO 374, N. Y., for the period 1 March 1945 to 1 April 1945.

Por the Commandinz Officer:

MC )
HCWARD C. WOLF,
let It., Air Corpe,
Unit Historian.

5> Incls: 1. War Diary
2. Extract, GO 29, Hg. Twelfth Air Force.
3. Extrect, GO 36, Hq. Twelfth Air Force.







