..\"‘e ad‘craft,

Ooer=tions:

-~

1

L

Cexzpsisn:  Gerzen. Znded

2273

S ey 1545,

(2) .ature of orernticrs: Jombet mieeinne by flirhts of P47
on dive-torving, sirifing end escors, nart Aca’a.r"y in ettecling

ey sourunicstions, end orincipully cf give-toubing und etrefing type.

194s).

2.

e

Inclose" ie dor Diary,

(3) :amber of cisaione snd sortles for period: (1 :tay to 10 May

(e) :'iesions: 1C.
(b; Sorties: 96,

(3) =esulte of important cissions:

(8) :ic izzertent niesions flovwa.

Co=mending fficer und inmportent missions:

(1) Commending UPficer: Certain ¢l¥Ds He GAILZE, {acting;.

(2) Importunt =iesinne: Ione to report.

logses in action. lione.

Forrer and nrasend membere wno heve

.{Ab.m cc T l’ '-T\, \:.‘\0‘ capf‘.

EUSHIZII vty 'TEISH, Zuns.
Ji.‘.s c. &LiL, Caﬂt.

v S He }L:P:?.S. lst 1,
WALIAZE a4 i IIE’_R, Cept.
Jn.’ ot} i GA.Q.. hL:R, lﬂt Lt.
;\11'—‘3 J E- rl.-’an Do 13‘\; Lt.
éL'JI’." 1o JO2T8, 18t 18,
SO T -04'“11. JR »

2ZRIGZR A A LZ183%, 2nd Lt
$HQAS J. TIUSS, Flipht Officer
|oresEt L. "‘CFF' S/Sn't.

JACK (:::1) HAGT, 5/Szt.

Sletinguienad tliemselyrs,

D_?(‘

FIRSY Qe T¢C - DFS

DFS
D'\ﬂ
L7C
=0
LFC
Ire
3ronze
Bronze

226th Fighter Squeirom, BEth Fihtax Jrowp,

APC 374, lew Yark, K. I., for perlod 1 ay 1945 to 1 June 1945,

4 Incls:

1.
2.
3.
L,

For the Cm:nding icors

Wer Diery.

Generel lrder # 112, Piret Tair
General Order £ 61, XII TaC.
General Order d# 70, XII 7:0.

2—

SECR

3]

z

118

Mc_woeg.
HOJARD Co 421F,

lst Ltn' Alr Corpa.
Unit Hieterian
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RESTRICIED
HEADAUARTERS
XII TACTIDAL AR CQlAMD
AFQ 374, 5 Army

GE:TRAL RD:ERS) 31 Merch 1845
, '
Wam 61)

EXTRACT
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[ T 1% *ey L 2 1]
SICTION III ~ AWARD OF OAK-1EAF CLUSTER TO DETINMUISUED PLYING CACSS (t11a)

5y cirestion of the Iresident, under the provisions of AR 600-45, as
anended, and In eeccordanee with authority delegwted by Pirst Tacticsl Air
Foarce (Prov), the Pirst Omk-les? Cluster to the Distingmished Plying Cross
is awarded to the following nemed officer, now mlseing in eetion, Air Corps,
United Ststes Army, citstlon end next of kin as indicated:

BUSHIELL X, WEICK, O-7%913%5, Csptsin, S26th Fir. Sq., 86th Ptr. Gp. For
extraordinary achieverent while participating in eeriel £1ight In the
European Theater of Cperstiore. On Q Merech 1945, Ceptain WESICH led & £light
of P=47's in en attack on ensxy reilroade ncrth of Achern, Gormary. He
eki111fully maneuvered below low overcast and bombed & 35~ear truin, destroyling
fifteen oars losded wiih heavy gune and demeged the othere carrying acter
vehicles and ejulpment. In the face fo intenee sccurate enti-eircraft fire,
he =ude repested strefing ettecks on snnther egulpment losded treln, selting
two care afire tefcre hie alrcraft was crippled by a ehell fragment. Dis-
pleying resolute courage, he flew hle sireraft to friendly territory before
bailing out. The outetending prcfescional ekill and steadfast devotiunm to
duty heve reflected grert credit upon himself end the Armed Forces of the
United Stetes. Next of Kint Jaumee E. Jelch (Father), 12 Pine Ridge Rocad,
fellealey Hills, Mues.

SECTI% IV — AWARD &P DISTIGUISHED PLYI'G CROSS

By direction of the Fresident, under the provisions of /R €00-45, as
uzended, and in accordance with authority delegated by First Tacticul Aflr
Porce (Prov), the Distinguiehed Flying Croes is ewsrded to the following
naned officers, Alr Corpes, United Stmtee Army, citatiosn and residence as
indicated:

JRES C. KUHL, 0-661226, Coptein, 526th Fir. Sq., 86th Ptr. Gp., For extra—
orcinery achievement while participating in aarial flisht zs pilct of ¢ P-47
type alrcraft. On 23 Decezber 1944, Captain KUHL flew in a formetion attacking
enexy rsil end motor transport targets irn the Central Po Valley, Italy. Die-
Flzying exceptional flying ekill in edverse westher conditions, hc participated
in s ceries of low level strafing ettacks which resulted in destruction or
denage of three stasx locomotives, farty-three railrocd ocare, a railroad
“recker, end one motor traneport. Captain KUL'es reeclute courzge in the

face of enexy fire, his outstanding proficlency, and his steadfact devotion to
quty have reflected grest credit upon hizeplf and the Armed Forcee of the :
United Stetes. Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

e e ses
-l
AESTRICTED
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JTHN Y, FUPPERS, 0-82309%, First Lieutenant, 526th Ftr. 5g., 86th Ptr. Gp.
For exiraordinary echievexent while participating in zerial f1liht es pilot
of & P-47 type aircraft. On 10 Januery 1945, Lt. XUPPZRS led a flight in e
formation mttacking en cnewy oil depot at Milen, Itely. Undeunted by adverse
weether, he ekillfully meinteined his flirht in formution end diving in pre~
cielon sttack borbed the terget with devastating effect. Reforming hie flight,
he led it in strafing targets of opportunity, destroying or dezaging two
stear locouotives, one motur truneport, and thirty-four rallroed cers, six
of which burned and three o2 which exploded with terrific izpsct Vlowing out
the reilrosd bed for a length of forty feet. His outetending proflciency

end etesdfaet devotion 4o duty heve reflected grent credit upon himeelf snd
the Arzed Forces of the United Stsates. Lakeland, Fla.

J3EN M LEPRY, 0-822208, Pirst 'leutenant, 526th Ptr. Sg., B6th Sir. Gp. Tor
extreordinery achievememt while perticipeting in =~risl £1i;ht in the Zurosean
Theater of Operstions. Or 15 larch 1945, Lt. 'EFRY flew es elemert leeder

in a formation of P-AT7'es atiscking recilroad relling etock northenst of
Pforzhciz, Germery., Urdounted by imtense antl-circraft fires, he ekiilfully
babed & locountive, scoring direct hits, snd returning in Lhe faee of

snemy fire meda repeated strafing pesses on other ter,ets of opportunity. e
wceounted, with his £1icht, Zcr the dectructlion o- Zazuge of elevan locomotiven,
three motaor tranepnrts, ond sixteen rutlroad cure. Hie outetending nrofessicnal
8%11) =nd steadfecst devrtlom 4o Aty have reflectod great credit wpon hilx-

s~1¢ and 4ke Arre?d Forces of the United 3tctee. lLrnoncug, Re Ie
[ ¥ 1} [ R 2} L £ 3 J

SZSTICH vV = i RD P CAK (EAR CLUSTER TO LISTC A'TSUry 2LY TG CREBS

3y directicn of the President, under ths r=~visiono of ik SOO-47, c¢a
euended, snd in zceordance with zuthority delerated by Firzt Tactical Air Force
(Frov), the Firet C:k Lecf Cluster to the Listinguishec Flyinz Cross it wucrded
the following nemed officers, alr Corps, United Stetee Arry, cltstion end res-
1dence am indiceted:
1YY (X1 . XY

JALLACE 4A¢ "PTIEZER, O-TOU347, Cesteln, 526%h Ftr. Sg., 86th Fir. Gp. Por
extreordinary achievement while porticipsting in aerial £lifht in the European
Thester cf Overctions. Om 9 Mereh 1945, Ceptein TFIISZER le d a formation

of P=47 type sircraft in an attcek wmon ¢ train lcuded with heavy gunms, motor
transporte end other equipzent, nerr Achern, Germamy. LDLeepite low ovarcuste
und in the foce of Intense eccurete anti-aireraft fire, he executed a run on
the objective enabliny his £light to cover the train with bomb hits, destroy-
ing £ifteen flat cers and blowlng out 150 feet of the rail lire. In strafing
ettsckn he sterted firee azong the vehicles and equipment on the ramaining care
end cilenced five light gune in the targat aras, Uis outstznding oroficiency
end aterdfset davotion tn duty have reflected yrest credit upon himself and the
ﬁu"x:od Forces of the United Statee. .ggetburg. dis. vee

BY COCL'AMD P BERIGADINR GEMNERAL BARCUS:

e m e e e e e —.



26

-— e - — e = an - — -

GO U 61, Hq, XIITAC, 31 Mer 45 (Cont'd).eecaenss

GERGE L. FEa’T, J1.,
Colonel, G. S. C.,
Chilef of <Starff.

FPIOIAL:

FRANCID T. EGAL,
let Lt., Alr Corpe,
dntg. Asrt. AdJ. Gen. \

CERTIPIZD A TRUE EXTRACT COPY
Smforaved C wcdﬁ
EJ.O2 C. 'JCLF.

lst Lt., Alr Corps,
Unit Hietorien.




227

(& ]
13
Ity

plai e

{EADRUARTERS
PIRET TACTICAL AR PXKCE (PACVISIZIAL)
AFC 374

GE!ZRAL CRDTRS) , ' 11 May 1545

EXTRACT

— e . mm Gm - e

I. AIARDS OF THE SILVZR STAR

1. By direction of the President, under the provieions of AR 600-45,
es asended, and in sccordsnce with authority delerated by the Wer Department,
the followin,; neced officers ars swarded the SILVER STaR:
s ® [ L1 ] [ A1)

dALTZR C. TAYL®R, JR., 0=821%561, Cepteir, 52éth Pighter “quzdron,

86th Pighter Group. Por gallantry in sction while perticipsting in aerial
flirht in the European Theater of Operstilons. On 12 March 1545, Ceptain
TAIL®R led 8 nine-plune formation of fighter-boubere in an sttack upoOn encxy
aotor trensports snd tenks neer Hmaburg, Germury, while friendly ground
troope assasulted positions 1in the Siegfrisd Line. 4Although expoeed to greet
dznger from antisircraft fire, he led his formstion benesth e low cloud cover
Lo boab witl devaststing effect four ooncentrations of vehicles. Then in the
face of continuing enexy fire he returned to make ton straflng pusses, breaking
off only after he hed exhsusted his supply of emmunition. This bozbing ond
etrafing sttack left forty-six motor vehlcles eand two tanks a mass of twinted
end burning wreckage end greetly alded Lmeriosn ground troops in overcozing
the enemy in the 3legfried Line. COsptain TAYL(R's gellant coursge &nd in-
trepid leadership sre in keeping with the finest traditions of the arced

Forces of the United Ststes. Entercd military service frca lewark, I. M
e e s

BY C¥UA:L F MAJR GRIEZRAL WEESTIR:

Ce 5. CRUMRLE,
Col., &4ir Corps,
Chief of Staff.

OPP ICIAL:

T. J. BROUGAN, i
Col., AGD, CBRT IP IED A TRUE EXTRACT C.PY

Adiutent Genercl.
)W C (A.)Dzé-
HOMARD T, WOLF,

lst Lt., ari Corps,
Ass't 8.2 (fficer.

RESTRICTED
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STOTTH I - AWAID P DIST INGUVISHED MiYI'G UrQG83

By direotion of the President, under the ~rovisions of AR 600-45, es
mendsd, nnd in neznrdeance with wutharity delepsted by First Tsctisal Atr
Paree (Prov), the Distin~uished Flying Crose ie vcwerded to the following
nmmed officers, Alr Cons, !nited States Army, cltsti n and roeidence os
indicated!

[T 1Y ' son . [ X 1)

JiMES 8, GICXORIEL, O-774117, Firet Lieutenamt, “2Sth Pir. 5q., 86th Fir. Gp.
for extramrdingry aghlevement vhile participsting in aorisl flight in the
Ruropesn Theater of Cperations. On 31 Mereh 1945, lending n flizht of k<47
t-re alreraft, 't. GLECKLEH destrnyed e lerpe onmvoy of enery trensport
withdrawing fros the battle ar~a noar Dad Hersentheim, Gernary. !ndsunted
by the enecy fightern in the sree, he courspeously led his flirht in b rbing
ond strafing mquipment nacked vehicles, destroying s terk w'ich fired at hise
formation nnd returning to make muterous low-level sirafing attscke. His
a~~unit ion exhausted, he returned to base, lecving dahind nmora than sixty
snay motor trangports hurning or severely dsmaged. The outstanding cournge
nnd profesnioml ekcill dislayed by it. GiMEOKIIA reflooct ;rest aredit wnon
himpell an' the Arwed Foroes o€ the United States. Twrlook, Unlif,

L A2 ] 00 L AL

AP D E. IRELAND, JR., O=-T7H168, Pirst Lleutenant, 526th Ftr. 5q., 86th Ftr.
Cns Par ectreacrdinery cohlevement wvhile participating in serisl £light in
the European Theater of Operations. Tn & April 194%, L. REL.ID led a for-
metion of P=47 figter-do-bers sttscking defended railroad trains loaded
with motor vehigles nesr Orsilshelm, Cermarny. Displaying ~utstendi-g leader-
8-> and greet gourege me he prossed his sttack at low-level, he zade re
ponted strafing pessees on theee trains, silencing the gunners snd destroying
or damoging the losamotives end the vehlcles. He strafed tarpets af opportunity
in the ares, until his snmurition elnoet completely exhausted, he broke off
the sttncks and retirned tn base, having mecrumled with his f1ipht for des-
truction or damnge of elipghty-two motor vehicles, two locomotives, fifty-une
roilroad oarse, nnd three horeo~drawn vehloles, desides esusing untold owsunlties
apong enaty persommel. Lt. IRE!L:ID's gallant leedership and professional
‘kﬁ.tl' refleoct sreat eredit wpon hinmself and the Army Alr Porces- Long Dotch,
On .

1) see -see

ST Y. JONES, O=h0T7458, Pirst Lieuvtemm, 526th Pir. 8q., 86th Ptr. Op.
Por extroordinary ashiovene:d while partisipating in serisl £1ight in the
furo~ean Thester of Gperationd. On 24 Mereh 194%, A, JCNES flew on &
fifter-boober wiseion sttagking enemy raill, hig wey snd river traffie south
of Vannheim, Cermary. Displaying outstending flying sbility, he dive baobed
and wreoked 2 twelve osr rallroad train, strofed and Jestroyed four motor

B!
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I. AZp3DS OF THE SILVER STAR

1. By direction of the President, under the provisione of AR 600-45,
es smended, snd in sccordance with euthority delegated by the War Department,
the followin, named cfficere are awerded the SILVER STaR:
L2 A e [ 1)

AALTZR C. TAYL®R, JA., 0-821%561, Ceptelr, s2éth Fighter Pquacron,

86tY Pighter Group. Por gellantry in actiom while perticipating in aerial
flight in the European Theater of Operatlons. On 18 March 1545, Captein
TATLR led 8 nine-plune forsatlon of fighter=boubers in an attack upon enexmy
aotor tremsports and terks neer limaburg, Germury, while friendly ground
troope assaulted positions in the Siezfrisd Line. Although expoeed to ot
danger from antisireraft flre, he lod his formation beneath s low cloud cover
to boad with devsntating effect four enncentrations of vehicles. Then in the
face of continuing enexy fire he returned to nake tomn etrefing pseses, breaking
off only after he hed exhausted his supply of sazunition. This bzo=bing ond
etrafing attack left forty-six motor vohicles and two tanks a mass of twinted
end burning wreckage and restly mided Americun ground troops in overcoming
the enewy in the Slegfried Line. Ceptain TAYL®R'e gellant courage and in-
trepid lendership sre in keeping with the finest treditions of the arwed

Foroes of the united Ststes. Entered zilitary service frcu liewerk, N. M
ene s e [ LY ]

BY CY¥uAly P MAJR GLIERAL WEESTHER:

C. £« RUMRLE,
Col., Air Corps,
Chief of Staff.

OFPICIAL:

T. J. BRUGAN, :
Col., AGD, CERT P IED A TRUE EXTRACT CIPY

Adiutant Genercl.
)W Cc L‘Joﬂ-é-
HMRD O WOLR,

18t Lt-' Ari COTP'.
Asp't S=2 Cfficer.

RESTRICTED
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Dy direotion of the President, under the srovisions of AR 600-45, as
mendsd, nnd in ngzordance with wuthority delepsted by First Tactisal afr
Paree (Prov), the Distinruished Flying Oross is vwrrded to the following
nmed «flicers, Alr Cmos, !Inited States Army, olteti~n and rosidence cs

indicated:
e ! [ T 1 I *ee

JiMES ], GICTOKIEL, O=-77T4117, Piret Lieutenamt, ©25th Ptr. fiq., B6th Ftr. Gp.
Par extranrdingry aghlevement vhile participeting in acoricl flight in the
Furopesn Theater of Cperations. On 31 tareh 1945, lerding n flitht of F=h7
tvre aireraft, lt, GLECKIEN destrnyed a lerge cnmvoy of enory trensprrt
withdravwing froz the battle ar~a near Dad Meryentheim, Germamy. I!indaunted
by the enecy fightern in tha sree, ho couwrspeously led his flight in b ribing
ond strofing mquipment packed vehicles, destroying & terk w ich fired at hie
forzation nnd returning to make muteroue low-level strsfing attscke. His
o~~unit ion exhausted, he returned to base, locving bdehind more than sixty
enacy motor transports hurning or severely danaged. The outstanding cournge
and profesnioml gcill dimlayed by It. GiEOXIER refloct ;rest eredit 'wmon
hinpelf an* the Arued Foroes o the United States. Twrlook, Yolif,

L] ] *ee L L]

LIPUD E. IELAND, JR., O-TTh168, First lLieutenamt, 526th Ptr. 5q., 86th Ftr.
Cns Par extrecrdinery nchilevemort while participating in asspial flight in
the European Theeter of Operations. ™n 4 April 194%, . IREL.JD led & for-
metion of P=47 figtter-bonbere sttacking defended railroed traine loaded
with notor vehicles nesr Creilsheim, GCermany. Dlsplaying cutstandlr-g lesder-
#-ip and preet courege ae he preseed his attack at low-level, he zcude re-
pented strafing pasees on theee trains, silencing the gunners and destroying
or dazoging the losamotives end the vehlicles. He strafed tarpgets of opportunity
in the ares, until his exmurnition elnoet completely exhausted, he broke off
the sttngke and returned tn base, having socrurBed with his flisht for dee-
truction or damnge of elphty-two mntor vehicles, two locomotives, fifty-une
reilrosé anrs, rnnd three horse-drewn vehlgles, desides esusing untold ousualties
among enery persommel. Lt. IRE!:!D's gallent lesdership and professional
.kiitl' refleot grect eredit \pon himeelf and the Army Alr Forcese Long Doagh,
Cn .

L L ] [ L] )] R TY )

SV WL JONBS, O=A0T74%58, Pirst Lieuvtemam, 526th Ptr. 8q., 86th Ftr. Op.
FPoar sxtraordinary achiovene'd while partisipating in aerial £light in the
fLuro~ean Thester of Gperationd. On 24 Mareh 194%, Ik, JONES flew on a
fighter-botber miseion attecking enemy rail, hig wey snd river traffie south
of Vannheim, Cermery. Displaying outstending flying sbdility, he dive bombed
and wreocked & twelve oor railroad train, strefed and Jestroyed four motor .
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transports, and then presesd a vigorous etrafing ettook ngslnct & croncetretion
of motor launches in the Hhine Hiver. Three direct hite by o7y sntiedrernft
sot fire to hie plane, damegod the harizontel atnbilizer and elevntor, knooked
ot his air spuved indioator and hydreulio eystem. D3y sheer coureze, exposing
himeslf to the denper of greoline exploslion, he remained in “le orip-led air-
oraft and ekcillfully piloted it beks for a porfect corash landing at his barse.
12, JO'ES!' rosnlute corage end oxcentiznel al-ill zefleot rreat credit won
himpalf and the Armed Poroes ¢of the nitcd St:tes. Portlend, Ore.

L X 1) (11} o0
JOHE we LSYRT, Jile, O=-720386, FPirat iieutenant, T.6th Ftre. Sq., 86th Ptr.

Oo. Par extreordinmry schievement while porticlpmting Lo earial 214748 in
the Furonean Theator of iperations., n S Apri] 1943, Lte LIVITT wes 3 21401
lender of a [=47 miscion to hamb and straofe cnexy relircsd trains between
Crailsheim and Ansbach, Germany. Displaying greet courape and deter=ined
leadership ne he nmanouvered through intense nmti-alrcralt fire to strike at
the emery, he nersomelly ece~umted for [ive loscmotives and twerty-Cive rall-
rond oare out of thirtoen lodomotives ard f1fty-fivs cire cevtrosed or demacped
by his formation. It. LOV.TT's outstcniing proflolency trd¢ steeéfust devotion
to duty beve reflected great eredit unun himeell end the ar-cod Prrcec of the
linited Ststems, Detroit, Hioh.

L X1 ] T nae

PIRICFH A. A LEXSOn, J=T77974, Sec 1d fiout.enant, T20LL I'tr. Sg., D6th Ttr.
Gn. For extraordinery echievement wnile perticlpating in cericl £ilght 1n the
Fironean Theater of (perations. Om 9 April 1945, Lt. .. 0NS X, flew se olonant
lesder in an attngk vpon tiree evemy yun poalticns obsiruoting the rath of
frisndly proumd tpoops near lederstetten, Ceimemy. e szillfully dive-tosbed
his objeotive, tien cirgled ubove Lo provids couver £ othr wasters of the
farmatim. Sirhting four Me=109'e on the deck, he prossed & v!y@ous ntingk
wraingt two of the eney [ighters untll thoy oxploded in flsae &nd erashed.
The outstanding profes-ionsl acill and aggressiveness displeyod by L4,
AU2SON reflect gront eredit upon himeelf end the /rmed Forces of the United
States. San Praneiseo, Oalif.

TNNAS J. Huss, T-126696, Flight Ofricer, 526th Ftre 53., 86th Ftr. Op. For
extraardinary aonievezent while participating in acrizl flight in the Ewrcpean
The-ter of (perations. n 20 April 1945, FPlight C(fficer HUSS distinguished
hizself through sweriar leadership ond resclute couwragoe leadin; w formation

of P=A7 fiphter-brabers in an attack upon a heavily defended sirdrome at
ngrletadt, Germeny. Undsunted by intense mosurate srti=alireraft firos, he skill-
fully led hie flight In bambing and repentedly strafing the esirdrome, destroying
or dmnnring A\werky-six enemy alrereft and demolishing two axmunition dups

which exploded with terrifis impaot sending emaoke snd debris wp to 10,000 fect.
The outstanding emrage and prafessional sicill displayed by Flight Officer

RU3S rdfleat great credit upon himself sand the Arzed Forces of the Inited
iiatcss Des }Moines, lowa,

*e e ([ 2 1] (1

BY 04 AND OF BiiGADIER G NERAL BARCUS.
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" Sheet: No. 154. War Disry. 526th Pighter Sq., 86th Fighter Gp., APC 374, M. 7.
Month of Mey 1945. Prepared by HO¥SAD C. ACLP, 1st Lt., above named Sq.
WAR DLLRY

1 The biz event of the day wes Commsnd assigning the Group o ppeciel alseion.
Thirty-eix olanes fro= the Group were to go to the Munich eres, pilek up s:ae
onezy fiphters and escort thexz back tn the field, where the enexy planes would
land. Some errengements had besn made with the onexy bul ted westher prevented
the show froa teking place. All the pilots were excited end riumors ran high
ae to whether or not this wss the end of the war.

2 Stusnd-down for meintensnnce. The Stars end Stripes and the Geraan rodic reporta
Hitler deud. That is indeed good news, if true. The Gornun arxy in Italy
swrendered tnday,

3> A telegram from Hep Armold arrived today. The contents of it nsde fresh
ruurs fly and epeoulaticn ran high. According to the telegraa experienced
unite will return to the Stutes for training. The cuestion seems to be,
8re we 8n eXperienced unit or lese experienced than same othsrs In the Thester!?
Two yeare oversess for zost of the enlisted men should qualify it ss en
axper lensed Group.

4 Rein and eloudy sklee kept the Squedron grounded for the dey. Hoftiezar and
Lepry, two pilots who have finished their tour of duty, left today for lency,
France, where they will weit for thair pspers to coce through. The Wur news
ectinues good end es esch dey goes by the missions pet longer. No baabs
are cerried now and findiny m terget is a compliceted job.

® Stand-down for main‘snance. Rumnr hus 1t thot the outfit will soon be leeving
far Stuttgsrt. The uneonditicnel surrender of .orthern Germary and llolland
vas walcoae news. It seems, from all secounts, thet this ¥ar has Juat sbout
had it., .

6 According to the rudio the announcement that V-E Day ie here can be axpected
at any howr. Churchill will ennounce it from London and at the sane tize it
will be snnounced in Kusela end Yashington. Rumare still nersist in floating
sround and whether we will go h me or where we will g0 rexaine s hirh poimt
of speculation, Two missions flown today and no bozbing or strefing targets
¢o21d be found. The advunce echelon is suppoeed to leave for Stuttgart 8 Mey,

7 The schedule has been tapered off the last few days and today we only have
three nlesions. The newn looks better and better and a telegram wes received
by Group today steting that the Germans had eurrendered uneonditionally and
that 1t would go into effect at 0001 hours, 9 May. It looks es though the
long awaited day s in eight and the question now srises as 4o vhat wil}
beeame of the Group. Will we go baek to the Stutes or to CBI or sre we

Ocoupetion Army, three good queetions for which we would like to know the
answers. ’

8 Todsy 1s WE Day. Churchill will snnounce tn the warld et three 7 that the
¥ur in Euwroje is over. PFrom all indications the day will bo well celebrated
by a1l and scme of the officers slrezdy have a good start for tonivht.

9 This morning a memorfal service will be held for all the Pllots who are nissing
in action or heve bosn killed in sction. & Six-plane farmation vill fly over
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the Szrvices and will £1; in such = forcation thet it will ep-eer as thrugh
ore of the plenes is misning. Everynone will sttend snd the Group Comrunder
will ‘epeuk. Ev:oryone ie still wondering where wo ere solcg snd whether or nat
we will move to Stuttgert. 3cme of the boys who wert down there ou the sdvecnced
scrourging party are etill down there =nd ere wondering whether to comm buck
lere or sty down thare. PFroc ell reports thero cre taorrecis Sor enlicted
zen ond of ficers down therm. Our Caszanding Welcer, llnfor Taylor, hes deen
trensfarrad to Grow ond e% present Cuptaln Helles ie ouwr Acling Commending
Aficers Contain Wood while £lying » emell Gerann Aralncr hiv or =erlyd

nn the fleld and crsehed injuring the crew chilef quite serisusly ond miuking
himself up quile badly tenides knucking cut eeveral teuvth ond fricluring e
rid. MNi:e 2rown, the crew chief, was secrt bugk %o the Stubes via J-5%.

Celobretions ir the enlisted men'e erec zre & nifhtly occurence and continua
well intn the wee houre of the morning. Shortly sfter arriving st thilz Luee
eo_ecne dlscovered & largs brewsry close o Worme thst emmmed ts tuve an
unlinited mtock of wine und chszpazne end Zor severzl diys Lie fallove lrect
“ouling It in until necrly everyone hod 2t leust one cuse. Jlite wine end
chazpw-=s see~ed o be the fuverits but 3 large anontity of red shuspo _ne -nd
wire could tlso Le found. dezrdless ~f 22lor 14 sroduced the desired 2f7act
corpleta with hangovare. Fower snd drinking zra Lhe only diverslicns £or the
rzon stitioned 1In Sercary und they ore toth entered into whole heortedly.

The grea resezbles £ comer-tive fors in many reerectn. 3oms o thu Jullows
have 8 cousls of pips, others chickene and ceese ond the savory odor of

rocet Zowl eond tortegued ohoct £I11 ke alr cvery evening. The Squzéron

vwre stood dewn for the dsy. Ihe pressnt -lew enlle Tor cne teusdron v duy
atendling Ly end 4wc ste~d down. The pllote ore ulready eturting to bilceh
sbsut 80 Jittle flying. The enllated men receive 8 peper Lcds,; and they wie
Lo put dowr whether they wond LYo o to G2l or go L5 CEI. ..0% wmuch of s cholce,
howcver most aof ticm would rother so ta CZI than etlck eround Uerawy.

a forty-el-ht pleme mission wor fliown by the Zroup todey &n prerurstion for
tr Alr Show over Perls In ths newr future. after ther landad the. ruzwey weg
closed end 2)ri,; suspended for Lhe dey. St4ill no dofinite re.ors se %o
where we'll move and when. )

The Squsdron recelivad shout fifteen rev pilots todoy. These nilote were

C-47 pilets who cuze overeoas wnd thex when the crossing of the Rhine wee nade
were tlrown imo glidors snd C-b7's. ‘liow they ore ssaigned to fighters wnd
will start trensition flying &8 8oon as poseitle, -

The muln tonic of the 2z sec=3 %3 Yo points. All the enlisted man are
rurning around trying %o figure out how aeny polnts they have and how soon
they cun get out of the Armr. Thore seeas to be s little cconfusion ae to
hov muny battle sturs we heve 2nd some of the nen who are Just on the border
line sre aweating out st lasel one nmore ater.

The rew vllote ore getting indoctrinaticn now cnd cockpit time in the P-A7.
They sre amxinus to stort Zlring and %o try thelr hend at eometlhing e
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