..\"‘e ad‘craft,

Ooer=tions:

-~

1

L

Cexzpsisn:  Gerzen. Znded

2273

S ey 1545,

(2) .ature of orernticrs: Jombet mieeinne by flirhts of P47
on dive-torving, sirifing end escors, nart Aca’a.r"y in ettecling

ey sourunicstions, end orincipully cf give-toubing und etrefing type.

194s).

2.

e

Inclose" ie dor Diary,

(3) :amber of cisaione snd sortles for period: (1 :tay to 10 May

(e) :'iesions: 1C.
(b; Sorties: 96,

(3) =esulte of important cissions:

(8) :ic izzertent niesions flovwa.

Co=mending fficer und inmportent missions:

(1) Commending UPficer: Certain ¢l¥Ds He GAILZE, {acting;.

(2) Importunt =iesinne: Ione to report.

logses in action. lione.

Forrer and nrasend membere wno heve

.{Ab.m cc T l’ '-T\, \:.‘\0‘ capf‘.

EUSHIZII vty 'TEISH, Zuns.
Ji.‘.s c. &LiL, Caﬂt.

v S He }L:P:?.S. lst 1,
WALIAZE a4 i IIE’_R, Cept.
Jn.’ ot} i GA.Q.. hL:R, lﬂt Lt.
;\11'—‘3 J E- rl.-’an Do 13‘\; Lt.
éL'JI’." 1o JO2T8, 18t 18,
SO T -04'“11. JR »

2ZRIGZR A A LZ183%, 2nd Lt
$HQAS J. TIUSS, Flipht Officer
|oresEt L. "‘CFF' S/Sn't.

JACK (:::1) HAGT, 5/Szt.

Sletinguienad tliemselyrs,

D_?(‘

FIRSY Qe T¢C - DFS

DFS
D'\ﬂ
L7C
=0
LFC
Ire
3ronze
Bronze

226th Fighter Squeirom, BEth Fihtax Jrowp,

APC 374, lew Yark, K. I., for perlod 1 ay 1945 to 1 June 1945,

4 Incls:

1.
2.
3.
L,

For the Cm:nding icors

Wer Diery.

Generel lrder # 112, Piret Tair
General Order £ 61, XII TaC.
General Order d# 70, XII 7:0.

2—

SECR

3]

z

118

Mc_woeg.
HOJARD Co 421F,

lst Ltn' Alr Corpa.
Unit Hieterian
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RESTRICIED
HEADAUARTERS
XII TACTIDAL AR CQlAMD
AFQ 374, 5 Army

GE:TRAL RD:ERS) 31 Merch 1845
, '
Wam 61)

EXTRACT
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[ T 1% *ey L 2 1]
SICTION III ~ AWARD OF OAK-1EAF CLUSTER TO DETINMUISUED PLYING CACSS (t11a)

5y cirestion of the Iresident, under the provisions of AR 600-45, as
anended, and In eeccordanee with authority delegwted by Pirst Tacticsl Air
Foarce (Prov), the Pirst Omk-les? Cluster to the Distingmished Plying Cross
is awarded to the following nemed officer, now mlseing in eetion, Air Corps,
United Ststes Army, citstlon end next of kin as indicated:

BUSHIELL X, WEICK, O-7%913%5, Csptsin, S26th Fir. Sq., 86th Ptr. Gp. For
extraordinary achieverent while participating in eeriel £1ight In the
European Theater of Cperstiore. On Q Merech 1945, Ceptain WESICH led & £light
of P=47's in en attack on ensxy reilroade ncrth of Achern, Gormary. He
eki111fully maneuvered below low overcast and bombed & 35~ear truin, destroyling
fifteen oars losded wiih heavy gune and demeged the othere carrying acter
vehicles and ejulpment. In the face fo intenee sccurate enti-eircraft fire,
he =ude repested strefing ettecks on snnther egulpment losded treln, selting
two care afire tefcre hie alrcraft was crippled by a ehell fragment. Dis-
pleying resolute courage, he flew hle sireraft to friendly territory before
bailing out. The outetending prcfescional ekill and steadfast devotiunm to
duty heve reflected grert credit upon himself end the Armed Forces of the
United Stetes. Next of Kint Jaumee E. Jelch (Father), 12 Pine Ridge Rocad,
fellealey Hills, Mues.

SECTI% IV — AWARD &P DISTIGUISHED PLYI'G CROSS

By direction of the Fresident, under the provisions of /R €00-45, as
uzended, and in accordance with authority delegated by First Tacticul Aflr
Porce (Prov), the Distinguiehed Flying Croes is ewsrded to the following
naned officers, Alr Corpes, United Stmtee Army, citatiosn and residence as
indicated:

JRES C. KUHL, 0-661226, Coptein, 526th Fir. Sq., 86th Ptr. Gp., For extra—
orcinery achievement while participating in aarial flisht zs pilct of ¢ P-47
type alrcraft. On 23 Decezber 1944, Captain KUHL flew in a formetion attacking
enexy rsil end motor transport targets irn the Central Po Valley, Italy. Die-
Flzying exceptional flying ekill in edverse westher conditions, hc participated
in s ceries of low level strafing ettacks which resulted in destruction or
denage of three stasx locomotives, farty-three railrocd ocare, a railroad
“recker, end one motor traneport. Captain KUL'es reeclute courzge in the

face of enexy fire, his outstanding proficlency, and his steadfact devotion to
quty have reflected grest credit upon hizeplf and the Armed Forcee of the :
United Stetes. Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

e e ses
-l
AESTRICTED
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JTHN Y, FUPPERS, 0-82309%, First Lieutenant, 526th Ftr. 5g., 86th Ptr. Gp.
For exiraordinary echievexent while participating in zerial f1liht es pilot
of & P-47 type aircraft. On 10 Januery 1945, Lt. XUPPZRS led a flight in e
formation mttacking en cnewy oil depot at Milen, Itely. Undeunted by adverse
weether, he ekillfully meinteined his flirht in formution end diving in pre~
cielon sttack borbed the terget with devastating effect. Reforming hie flight,
he led it in strafing targets of opportunity, destroying or dezaging two
stear locouotives, one motur truneport, and thirty-four rallroed cers, six
of which burned and three o2 which exploded with terrific izpsct Vlowing out
the reilrosd bed for a length of forty feet. His outetending proflciency

end etesdfaet devotion 4o duty heve reflected grent credit upon himeelf snd
the Arzed Forces of the United Stsates. Lakeland, Fla.

J3EN M LEPRY, 0-822208, Pirst 'leutenant, 526th Ptr. Sg., B6th Sir. Gp. Tor
extreordinery achievememt while perticipeting in =~risl £1i;ht in the Zurosean
Theater of Operstions. Or 15 larch 1945, Lt. 'EFRY flew es elemert leeder

in a formation of P-AT7'es atiscking recilroad relling etock northenst of
Pforzhciz, Germery., Urdounted by imtense antl-circraft fires, he ekiilfully
babed & locountive, scoring direct hits, snd returning in Lhe faee of

snemy fire meda repeated strafing pesses on other ter,ets of opportunity. e
wceounted, with his £1icht, Zcr the dectructlion o- Zazuge of elevan locomotiven,
three motaor tranepnrts, ond sixteen rutlroad cure. Hie outetending nrofessicnal
8%11) =nd steadfecst devrtlom 4o Aty have reflectod great credit wpon hilx-

s~1¢ and 4ke Arre?d Forces of the United 3tctee. lLrnoncug, Re Ie
[ ¥ 1} [ R 2} L £ 3 J

SZSTICH vV = i RD P CAK (EAR CLUSTER TO LISTC A'TSUry 2LY TG CREBS

3y directicn of the President, under ths r=~visiono of ik SOO-47, c¢a
euended, snd in zceordance with zuthority delerated by Firzt Tactical Air Force
(Frov), the Firet C:k Lecf Cluster to the Listinguishec Flyinz Cross it wucrded
the following nemed officers, alr Corps, United Stetee Arry, cltstion end res-
1dence am indiceted:
1YY (X1 . XY

JALLACE 4A¢ "PTIEZER, O-TOU347, Cesteln, 526%h Ftr. Sg., 86th Fir. Gp. Por
extreordinary achievement while porticipsting in aerial £lifht in the European
Thester cf Overctions. Om 9 Mereh 1945, Ceptein TFIISZER le d a formation

of P=47 type sircraft in an attcek wmon ¢ train lcuded with heavy gunms, motor
transporte end other equipzent, nerr Achern, Germamy. LDLeepite low ovarcuste
und in the foce of Intense eccurete anti-aireraft fire, he executed a run on
the objective enabliny his £light to cover the train with bomb hits, destroy-
ing £ifteen flat cers and blowlng out 150 feet of the rail lire. In strafing
ettsckn he sterted firee azong the vehicles and equipment on the ramaining care
end cilenced five light gune in the targat aras, Uis outstznding oroficiency
end aterdfset davotion tn duty have reflected yrest credit upon himself and the
ﬁu"x:od Forces of the United Statee. .ggetburg. dis. vee

BY COCL'AMD P BERIGADINR GEMNERAL BARCUS:

e m e e e e e —.
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GO U 61, Hq, XIITAC, 31 Mer 45 (Cont'd).eecaenss

GERGE L. FEa’T, J1.,
Colonel, G. S. C.,
Chilef of <Starff.

FPIOIAL:

FRANCID T. EGAL,
let Lt., Alr Corpe,
dntg. Asrt. AdJ. Gen. \

CERTIPIZD A TRUE EXTRACT COPY
Smforaved C wcdﬁ
EJ.O2 C. 'JCLF.

lst Lt., Alr Corps,
Unit Hietorien.
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I. AIARDS OF THE SILVZR STAR

1. By direction of the President, under the provieions of AR 600-45,
es asended, and in sccordsnce with authority delerated by the Wer Department,
the followin,; neced officers ars swarded the SILVER STaR:
s ® [ L1 ] [ A1)

dALTZR C. TAYL®R, JR., 0=821%561, Cepteir, 52éth Pighter “quzdron,

86th Pighter Group. Por gallantry in sction while perticipsting in aerial
flirht in the European Theater of Operstilons. On 12 March 1545, Ceptain
TAIL®R led 8 nine-plune formation of fighter-boubere in an sttack upoOn encxy
aotor trensports snd tenks neer Hmaburg, Germury, while friendly ground
troope assasulted positions 1in the Siegfrisd Line. 4Although expoeed to greet
dznger from antisircraft fire, he led his formstion benesth e low cloud cover
Lo boab witl devaststing effect four ooncentrations of vehicles. Then in the
face of continuing enexy fire he returned to make ton straflng pusses, breaking
off only after he hed exhsusted his supply of emmunition. This bozbing ond
etrafing sttack left forty-six motor vehlcles eand two tanks a mass of twinted
end burning wreckage end greetly alded Lmeriosn ground troops in overcozing
the enemy in the 3legfried Line. COsptain TAYL(R's gellant coursge &nd in-
trepid leadership sre in keeping with the finest traditions of the arced

Forces of the United Ststes. Entercd military service frca lewark, I. M
e e s

BY C¥UA:L F MAJR GRIEZRAL WEESTIR:

Ce 5. CRUMRLE,
Col., &4ir Corps,
Chief of Staff.

OPP ICIAL:

T. J. BROUGAN, i
Col., AGD, CBRT IP IED A TRUE EXTRACT C.PY

Adiutent Genercl.
)W C (A.)Dzé-
HOMARD T, WOLF,

lst Lt., ari Corps,
Ass't 8.2 (fficer.

RESTRICTED




S,

'ODTUAATRRD
Yil TooTicsl . Q1 eaLnap

APOD 274, UR AMY
8 ey 1945

G2'BR \L TDIRS

7
!
TR 70 )

STOTTH I - AWAID P DIST INGUVISHED MiYI'G UrQG83

By direotion of the President, under the ~rovisions of AR 600-45, es
mendsd, nnd in neznrdeance with wutharity delepsted by First Tsctisal Atr
Paree (Prov), the Distin~uished Flying Crose ie vcwerded to the following
nmmed officers, Alr Cons, !nited States Army, cltsti n and roeidence os
indicated!

[T 1Y ' son . [ X 1)

JiMES 8, GICXORIEL, O-774117, Firet Lieutenamt, “2Sth Pir. 5q., 86th Fir. Gp.
for extramrdingry aghlevement vhile participsting in aorisl flight in the
Ruropesn Theater of Cperations. On 31 Mereh 1945, lending n flizht of k<47
t-re alreraft, 't. GLECKLEH destrnyed e lerpe onmvoy of enery trensport
withdrawing fros the battle ar~a noar Dad Hersentheim, Gernary. !ndsunted
by the enecy fightern in the sree, he courspeously led his flirht in b rbing
ond strafing mquipment nacked vehicles, destroying s terk w'ich fired at hise
formation nnd returning to make muterous low-level sirafing attscke. His
a~~unit ion exhausted, he returned to base, lecving dahind nmora than sixty
snay motor trangports hurning or severely dsmaged. The outstanding cournge
nnd profesnioml ekcill dislayed by it. GiMEOKIIA reflooct ;rest aredit wnon
himpell an' the Arwed Foroes o€ the United States. Twrlook, Unlif,

L A2 ] 00 L AL

AP D E. IRELAND, JR., O=-T7H168, Pirst Lleutenant, 526th Ftr. 5q., 86th Ftr.
Cns Par ectreacrdinery cohlevement wvhile participating in serisl £light in
the European Theater of Operations. Tn & April 194%, L. REL.ID led a for-
metion of P=47 figter-do-bers sttscking defended railroad trains loaded
with motor vehigles nesr Orsilshelm, Cermarny. Displaying ~utstendi-g leader-
8-> and greet gourege me he prossed his sttack at low-level, he zade re
ponted strafing pessees on theee trains, silencing the gunners snd destroying
or damoging the losamotives end the vehlcles. He strafed tarpets af opportunity
in the ares, until his snmurition elnoet completely exhausted, he broke off
the sttncks and retirned tn base, having mecrumled with his f1ipht for des-
truction or damnge of elipghty-two motor vehicles, two locomotives, fifty-une
roilroad oarse, nnd three horeo~drawn vehloles, desides esusing untold owsunlties
apong enaty persommel. Lt. IRE!L:ID's gallant leedership and professional
‘kﬁ.tl' refleoct sreat eredit wpon hinmself and the Army Alr Porces- Long Dotch,
On .

1) see -see

ST Y. JONES, O=h0T7458, Pirst Lieuvtemm, 526th Pir. 8q., 86th Ptr. Op.
Por extroordinary ashiovene:d while partisipating in serisl £1ight in the
furo~ean Thester of Gperationd. On 24 Mereh 194%, A, JCNES flew on &
fifter-boober wiseion sttagking enemy raill, hig wey snd river traffie south
of Vannheim, Cermary. Displaying outstending flying sbility, he dive baobed
and wreoked 2 twelve osr rallroad train, strofed and Jestroyed four motor

B!
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I. AZp3DS OF THE SILVER STAR

1. By direction of the President, under the provisione of AR 600-45,
es smended, snd in sccordance with euthority delegated by the War Department,
the followin, named cfficere are awerded the SILVER STaR:
L2 A e [ 1)

AALTZR C. TAYL®R, JA., 0-821%561, Ceptelr, s2éth Fighter Pquacron,

86tY Pighter Group. Por gellantry in actiom while perticipating in aerial
flight in the European Theater of Operatlons. On 18 March 1545, Captein
TATLR led 8 nine-plune forsatlon of fighter=boubers in an attack upon enexmy
aotor tremsports and terks neer limaburg, Germury, while friendly ground
troope assaulted positions in the Siezfrisd Line. Although expoeed to ot
danger from antisireraft flre, he lod his formation beneath s low cloud cover
to boad with devsntating effect four enncentrations of vehicles. Then in the
face of continuing enexy fire he returned to nake tomn etrefing pseses, breaking
off only after he hed exhausted his supply of sazunition. This bzo=bing ond
etrafing attack left forty-six motor vohicles and two tanks a mass of twinted
end burning wreckage and restly mided Americun ground troops in overcoming
the enewy in the Slegfried Line. Ceptain TAYL®R'e gellant courage and in-
trepid lendership sre in keeping with the finest treditions of the arwed

Foroes of the united Ststes. Entered zilitary service frcu liewerk, N. M
ene s e [ LY ]

BY CY¥uAly P MAJR GLIERAL WEESTHER:

C. £« RUMRLE,
Col., Air Corps,
Chief of Staff.

OFPICIAL:

T. J. BRUGAN, :
Col., AGD, CERT P IED A TRUE EXTRACT CIPY

Adiutant Genercl.
)W Cc L‘Joﬂ-é-
HMRD O WOLR,

18t Lt-' Ari COTP'.
Asp't S=2 Cfficer.

RESTRICTED
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Dy direotion of the President, under the srovisions of AR 600-45, as
mendsd, nnd in ngzordance with wuthority delepsted by First Tactisal afr
Paree (Prov), the Distinruished Flying Oross is vwrrded to the following
nmed «flicers, Alr Cmos, !Inited States Army, olteti~n and rosidence cs

indicated:
e ! [ T 1 I *ee

JiMES ], GICTOKIEL, O=-77T4117, Piret Lieutenamt, ©25th Ptr. fiq., B6th Ftr. Gp.
Par extranrdingry aghlevement vhile participeting in acoricl flight in the
Furopesn Theater of Cperations. On 31 tareh 1945, lerding n flitht of F=h7
tvre aireraft, lt, GLECKIEN destrnyed a lerge cnmvoy of enory trensprrt
withdravwing froz the battle ar~a near Dad Meryentheim, Germamy. I!indaunted
by the enecy fightern in tha sree, ho couwrspeously led his flight in b ribing
ond strofing mquipment packed vehicles, destroying & terk w ich fired at hie
forzation nnd returning to make muteroue low-level strsfing attscke. His
o~~unit ion exhausted, he returned to base, locving bdehind more than sixty
enacy motor transports hurning or severely danaged. The outstanding cournge
and profesnioml gcill dimlayed by It. GiEOXIER refloct ;rest eredit 'wmon
hinpelf an* the Arued Foroes o the United States. Twrlook, Yolif,

L] ] *ee L L]

LIPUD E. IELAND, JR., O-TTh168, First lLieutenamt, 526th Ptr. 5q., 86th Ftr.
Cns Par extrecrdinery nchilevemort while participating in asspial flight in
the European Theeter of Operations. ™n 4 April 194%, . IREL.JD led & for-
metion of P=47 figtter-bonbere sttacking defended railroed traine loaded
with notor vehicles nesr Creilsheim, GCermany. Dlsplaying cutstandlr-g lesder-
#-ip and preet courege ae he preseed his attack at low-level, he zcude re-
pented strafing pasees on theee trains, silencing the gunners and destroying
or dazoging the losamotives end the vehlicles. He strafed tarpgets of opportunity
in the ares, until his exmurnition elnoet completely exhausted, he broke off
the sttngke and returned tn base, having socrurBed with his flisht for dee-
truction or damnge of elphty-two mntor vehicles, two locomotives, fifty-une
reilrosé anrs, rnnd three horse-drewn vehlgles, desides esusing untold ousualties
among enery persommel. Lt. IRE!:!D's gallent lesdership and professional
.kiitl' refleot grect eredit \pon himeelf and the Army Alr Forcese Long Doagh,
Cn .

L L ] [ L] )] R TY )

SV WL JONBS, O=A0T74%58, Pirst Lieuvtemam, 526th Ptr. 8q., 86th Ftr. Op.
FPoar sxtraordinary achiovene'd while partisipating in aerial £light in the
fLuro~ean Thester of Gperationd. On 24 Mareh 194%, Ik, JONES flew on a
fighter-botber miseion attecking enemy rail, hig wey snd river traffie south
of Vannheim, Cermery. Displaying outstending flying sbdility, he dive bombed
and wreocked & twelve oor railroad train, strefed and Jestroyed four motor .
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transports, and then presesd a vigorous etrafing ettook ngslnct & croncetretion
of motor launches in the Hhine Hiver. Three direct hite by o7y sntiedrernft
sot fire to hie plane, damegod the harizontel atnbilizer and elevntor, knooked
ot his air spuved indioator and hydreulio eystem. D3y sheer coureze, exposing
himeslf to the denper of greoline exploslion, he remained in “le orip-led air-
oraft and ekcillfully piloted it beks for a porfect corash landing at his barse.
12, JO'ES!' rosnlute corage end oxcentiznel al-ill zefleot rreat credit won
himpalf and the Armed Poroes ¢of the nitcd St:tes. Portlend, Ore.

L X 1) (11} o0
JOHE we LSYRT, Jile, O=-720386, FPirat iieutenant, T.6th Ftre. Sq., 86th Ptr.

Oo. Par extreordinmry schievement while porticlpmting Lo earial 214748 in
the Furonean Theator of iperations., n S Apri] 1943, Lte LIVITT wes 3 21401
lender of a [=47 miscion to hamb and straofe cnexy relircsd trains between
Crailsheim and Ansbach, Germany. Displaying greet courape and deter=ined
leadership ne he nmanouvered through intense nmti-alrcralt fire to strike at
the emery, he nersomelly ece~umted for [ive loscmotives and twerty-Cive rall-
rond oare out of thirtoen lodomotives ard f1fty-fivs cire cevtrosed or demacped
by his formation. It. LOV.TT's outstcniing proflolency trd¢ steeéfust devotion
to duty beve reflected great eredit unun himeell end the ar-cod Prrcec of the
linited Ststems, Detroit, Hioh.

L X1 ] T nae

PIRICFH A. A LEXSOn, J=T77974, Sec 1d fiout.enant, T20LL I'tr. Sg., D6th Ttr.
Gn. For extraordinery echievement wnile perticlpating in cericl £ilght 1n the
Fironean Theater of (perations. Om 9 April 1945, Lt. .. 0NS X, flew se olonant
lesder in an attngk vpon tiree evemy yun poalticns obsiruoting the rath of
frisndly proumd tpoops near lederstetten, Ceimemy. e szillfully dive-tosbed
his objeotive, tien cirgled ubove Lo provids couver £ othr wasters of the
farmatim. Sirhting four Me=109'e on the deck, he prossed & v!y@ous ntingk
wraingt two of the eney [ighters untll thoy oxploded in flsae &nd erashed.
The outstanding profes-ionsl acill and aggressiveness displeyod by L4,
AU2SON reflect gront eredit upon himeelf end the /rmed Forces of the United
States. San Praneiseo, Oalif.

TNNAS J. Huss, T-126696, Flight Ofricer, 526th Ftre 53., 86th Ftr. Op. For
extraardinary aonievezent while participating in acrizl flight in the Ewrcpean
The-ter of (perations. n 20 April 1945, FPlight C(fficer HUSS distinguished
hizself through sweriar leadership ond resclute couwragoe leadin; w formation

of P=A7 fiphter-brabers in an attack upon a heavily defended sirdrome at
ngrletadt, Germeny. Undsunted by intense mosurate srti=alireraft firos, he skill-
fully led hie flight In bambing and repentedly strafing the esirdrome, destroying
or dmnnring A\werky-six enemy alrereft and demolishing two axmunition dups

which exploded with terrifis impaot sending emaoke snd debris wp to 10,000 fect.
The outstanding emrage and prafessional sicill displayed by Flight Officer

RU3S rdfleat great credit upon himself sand the Arzed Forces of the Inited
iiatcss Des }Moines, lowa,

*e e ([ 2 1] (1

BY 04 AND OF BiiGADIER G NERAL BARCUS.
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" Sheet: No. 154. War Disry. 526th Pighter Sq., 86th Fighter Gp., APC 374, M. 7.
Month of Mey 1945. Prepared by HO¥SAD C. ACLP, 1st Lt., above named Sq.
WAR DLLRY

1 The biz event of the day wes Commsnd assigning the Group o ppeciel alseion.
Thirty-eix olanes fro= the Group were to go to the Munich eres, pilek up s:ae
onezy fiphters and escort thexz back tn the field, where the enexy planes would
land. Some errengements had besn made with the onexy bul ted westher prevented
the show froa teking place. All the pilots were excited end riumors ran high
ae to whether or not this wss the end of the war.

2 Stusnd-down for meintensnnce. The Stars end Stripes and the Geraan rodic reporta
Hitler deud. That is indeed good news, if true. The Gornun arxy in Italy
swrendered tnday,

3> A telegram from Hep Armold arrived today. The contents of it nsde fresh
ruurs fly and epeoulaticn ran high. According to the telegraa experienced
unite will return to the Stutes for training. The cuestion seems to be,
8re we 8n eXperienced unit or lese experienced than same othsrs In the Thester!?
Two yeare oversess for zost of the enlisted men should qualify it ss en
axper lensed Group.

4 Rein and eloudy sklee kept the Squedron grounded for the dey. Hoftiezar and
Lepry, two pilots who have finished their tour of duty, left today for lency,
France, where they will weit for thair pspers to coce through. The Wur news
ectinues good end es esch dey goes by the missions pet longer. No baabs
are cerried now and findiny m terget is a compliceted job.

® Stand-down for main‘snance. Rumnr hus 1t thot the outfit will soon be leeving
far Stuttgsrt. The uneonditicnel surrender of .orthern Germary and llolland
vas walcoae news. It seems, from all secounts, thet this ¥ar has Juat sbout
had it., .

6 According to the rudio the announcement that V-E Day ie here can be axpected
at any howr. Churchill will ennounce it from London and at the sane tize it
will be snnounced in Kusela end Yashington. Rumare still nersist in floating
sround and whether we will go h me or where we will g0 rexaine s hirh poimt
of speculation, Two missions flown today and no bozbing or strefing targets
¢o21d be found. The advunce echelon is suppoeed to leave for Stuttgart 8 Mey,

7 The schedule has been tapered off the last few days and today we only have
three nlesions. The newn looks better and better and a telegram wes received
by Group today steting that the Germans had eurrendered uneonditionally and
that 1t would go into effect at 0001 hours, 9 May. It looks es though the
long awaited day s in eight and the question now srises as 4o vhat wil}
beeame of the Group. Will we go baek to the Stutes or to CBI or sre we

Ocoupetion Army, three good queetions for which we would like to know the
answers. ’

8 Todsy 1s WE Day. Churchill will snnounce tn the warld et three 7 that the
¥ur in Euwroje is over. PFrom all indications the day will bo well celebrated
by a1l and scme of the officers slrezdy have a good start for tonivht.

9 This morning a memorfal service will be held for all the Pllots who are nissing
in action or heve bosn killed in sction. & Six-plane farmation vill fly over
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the Szrvices and will £1; in such = forcation thet it will ep-eer as thrugh
ore of the plenes is misning. Everynone will sttend snd the Group Comrunder
will ‘epeuk. Ev:oryone ie still wondering where wo ere solcg snd whether or nat
we will move to Stuttgert. 3cme of the boys who wert down there ou the sdvecnced
scrourging party are etill down there =nd ere wondering whether to comm buck
lere or sty down thare. PFroc ell reports thero cre taorrecis Sor enlicted
zen ond of ficers down therm. Our Caszanding Welcer, llnfor Taylor, hes deen
trensfarrad to Grow ond e% present Cuptaln Helles ie ouwr Acling Commending
Aficers Contain Wood while £lying » emell Gerann Aralncr hiv or =erlyd

nn the fleld and crsehed injuring the crew chilef quite serisusly ond miuking
himself up quile badly tenides knucking cut eeveral teuvth ond fricluring e
rid. MNi:e 2rown, the crew chief, was secrt bugk %o the Stubes via J-5%.

Celobretions ir the enlisted men'e erec zre & nifhtly occurence and continua
well intn the wee houre of the morning. Shortly sfter arriving st thilz Luee
eo_ecne dlscovered & largs brewsry close o Worme thst emmmed ts tuve an
unlinited mtock of wine und chszpazne end Zor severzl diys Lie fallove lrect
“ouling It in until necrly everyone hod 2t leust one cuse. Jlite wine end
chazpw-=s see~ed o be the fuverits but 3 large anontity of red shuspo _ne -nd
wire could tlso Le found. dezrdless ~f 22lor 14 sroduced the desired 2f7act
corpleta with hangovare. Fower snd drinking zra Lhe only diverslicns £or the
rzon stitioned 1In Sercary und they ore toth entered into whole heortedly.

The grea resezbles £ comer-tive fors in many reerectn. 3oms o thu Jullows
have 8 cousls of pips, others chickene and ceese ond the savory odor of

rocet Zowl eond tortegued ohoct £I11 ke alr cvery evening. The Squzéron

vwre stood dewn for the dsy. Ihe pressnt -lew enlle Tor cne teusdron v duy
atendling Ly end 4wc ste~d down. The pllote ore ulready eturting to bilceh
sbsut 80 Jittle flying. The enllated men receive 8 peper Lcds,; and they wie
Lo put dowr whether they wond LYo o to G2l or go L5 CEI. ..0% wmuch of s cholce,
howcver most aof ticm would rother so ta CZI than etlck eround Uerawy.

a forty-el-ht pleme mission wor fliown by the Zroup todey &n prerurstion for
tr Alr Show over Perls In ths newr future. after ther landad the. ruzwey weg
closed end 2)ri,; suspended for Lhe dey. St4ill no dofinite re.ors se %o
where we'll move and when. )

The Squsdron recelivad shout fifteen rev pilots todoy. These nilote were

C-47 pilets who cuze overeoas wnd thex when the crossing of the Rhine wee nade
were tlrown imo glidors snd C-b7's. ‘liow they ore ssaigned to fighters wnd
will start trensition flying &8 8oon as poseitle, -

The muln tonic of the 2z sec=3 %3 Yo points. All the enlisted man are
rurning around trying %o figure out how aeny polnts they have and how soon
they cun get out of the Armr. Thore seeas to be s little cconfusion ae to
hov muny battle sturs we heve 2nd some of the nen who are Just on the border
line sre aweating out st lasel one nmore ater.

The rew vllote ore getting indoctrinaticn now cnd cockpit time in the P-A7.
They sre amxinus to stort Zlring and %o try thelr hend at eometlhing e

SECRET?
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little bit better than the old C-47 they sre used to flying. The point eyetex
is st1ill the zost discussed subject of the day and =ll the enlisted =en are
trying to convince thezeelves they zre not essential. At the present time

it seems that the doeire of most of the men is to get out of the Arxy.

15 Routine treining egaln todey. Rumors still pereist thet we are going to =cve
but where or when no one seums tn know. However we ell mre hozing for the
best.

16 The pew pilots checked out today. All of them did pretty well end they ell
g0t & big thrill out of the P-47. They all claim that at lesst they hesve a
Plane that dosan't 21y 1liks a truck.

17 One of the pilots on a routine flisht flew a 1iitle low todey snd omme back
¥ith part of a tree in the plane. The plone wes & complete wreck and the
pllot may be in serious troudble for flying too low.

L2 Rovtine troining with very few of the vetersn pilote flying more then is

to/required to drew their flying pay. After a hard month or two when Lhe big

2 pimh wan ~n g vecation seems to be in order. A wxber of biecyeles have made
thelr appesrance in the Squzdron and cycling end photogrephy toke wp most of
the leisure time. The open-air thester presents o show every other night end
while a nuaber of them are of anclent vintage the size of ihe crowd seme
to increcee every night. Some treining £ilze have been shown and axong them

- the old Y.D. picture, ssen by everyone when “hey were inducted end dozens of
tizee slnce much to everyone's disgust. A growp of thirty men from the
Squedron wera ssnt to Izmnsbruck on detached service to zuerd some ceptired
technical equipmert. Two enlieted men 2 week Bre allowed to go to England
snd frox all reporte they have 2 wonderful tive. “hose who heve been to
both Peris and Londom say that London s =uch the ¥est. Other rest ceans
in Prence are g:ite popular with both officere end enlisted nen. Morele of
the men ie 82 high s 14 her ever been sipce ¢xing overseas e8 &ll of ‘hem
Lave hemer of -etting to the Ststes moon.

23 Unit ceneorship of zeil hoe finally etopped. We ars zllowed to tell whare
we are and the detailes of the trip acrrss the pend. In fact nearly anything
cen be went {oned except informstion regerding our wor with Jacan. This was
groeted with enthusiase bm both officers snd enlisted mer, the men becauss
they can now miy cmything they wigh sng She oPficors becouee thay are relieved
ol the job of censoring meil.

24 Iredining continues as usual. The recent change of battle stars far Gernmeny
hes ceused much speculation and the man have started to rafisure their points,
trying to squesze snother five or *an out of what they read in the Stars emd
Stripen,

25 Ths pleture "Two Down and Cno to Go® will bm shown todey and attondance is
compulsory. This plcture desls with redeploycent end diacharge of troops
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snd should be c¢f interest to cll concerned.

Twelve of our pilots put on er cir show over Stuttgert. Usual treining end
usual rumers srevoiled. Ceptaln HAIIES left for & five doy reet lcave at
liancy. Tue usn ers 8till counting up their polnts ard wondering when ther
are golng hame,

2ad weather provented the usuel trelning progrem. llost cf Lhe pilots =sade

¢ bee=line for the Club snd lute last ni ht the scunds of revelry resnunded
throuphoul the town. Chow doesn't seem qulle up to per lately but the meil
seems to be coming through pretty pood. Still no official word as to whet

wo cra -oing te do and we ere all ewoeting it out.

A precentetfon wos held todey snd moce of the pilots received bucl: ewurds

due thece Lt. FRSITE wes %illed today when hims plene creshzd and exploded
on & prectice bembing rune Captoin Louie ie hard et work organizing & Growp
newspaper . ' '

Lt. PHSITESE will be buried thie morning. 1.0 one seeme to know what czused

the plune to creah but the zeneral exrlanstion is thet the plune did e high speed
#tull end snepped. Rumore still persist und the latest cne is thul by 2 Jume

we w211 lave our ordere to go home. Thet I'11 have to aeec.

emoriol Doy services will be held on the f£leld thim morning with the 415th
Gipht Pirhtere ong the 319 Service Group partlielpating. Word wee recolved
froo the 52%th Sq. thut Lt uff's greove had been found In ltely. It. aerf'c
plane wut hit by flak while flying s ziscicn In Lorthern Italy end he did

not have emough altitude to boll cut. There sre stlll Seversl olher pilsts

we ost in It2) of which we heve received nd word. In the very near future
the Squndron will gend soze clTicere to Itely in sesrch of informeiion ebout
the miesing pilots. '

Peydey today but it merns very .little to us =28 there 1o nothing on which to
spend money. The Growp received twelve new airplanes todasy from the S0tk
Croup end we ere suppoeod Lo pet more. Tiile oaused 2 -ew outbreck of ruczors
sm to why they gave the plsnes to um and what ths S0th Growp i3 going to <o,
Captsin Halles returncd fron reet leave in .ancy snd frox ell reports reully
hud himeel? e tire. Lt. lecder promoted to Cepicin.
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HBADQUARTERS, %26TH RIGHTER SQUADRON
86TH PIGHTER GROUP, APO 374, W. Y.

30 June 1945

SUBJEOT: Historioel Records.

TO t Commanding "eneral, XII Tsctieal Alr Commend, APO 374, N. Y.

1. Outline History of the S26th Fighter Bqusdron, 86th Fiphter Group,
for the pariod 1 June to 1 July 1%45.

®. Presert designstion: 526th Fighter Squedron, SE., 86th Fighter

b.

d.

Group, SE.
Chenges in organization:

(1) Chenges in designationt None.

(2) Disposition of echelons and subordinete units: Nons.

(3) Changes in Commanding Qfficers: Special Order # 84, Hq. 86th
Gp. 12 June 1945. Captain CLYDE H. HAILES, 0-820407, fram
Acting Sq. Commander to Sq. Cammander.

(4) Changes in Staff Qfficers: Sg. O. # 4, 9 June 1945. Capt.
DOUGLAS W. LEADER, 0-829102, is in eddition to hie other
duties eppointed Operetions Officer (Prim duty) vice Cspt.
GEORGE E. 70D, 0-820385, relieved.

Se. O. # 16, 21 June 1945, Pirst Lt. HOAARD C. WOIF, 0-10%9108,
is in addition to his other duties appointed Intelligence
Qficer (Prim dutv) vice Captain ALEXANDER (1) LouIs,
0-566024, traneferred. .

Sp. O. # 89, 86th 6p., 8 June 1945. Pirst Lt. EUGENE W. KRQLL,
0-561451, 1s in addition to his other duties appointed Assis-
tent Intellipence Cfficer (Prim duty) vice let Lt. HOJARD C.
WOLP, 0-1059108, relieved.

Sp. O. # 111, XII TAC, 15 June 1945. Captsain PHILLIP CXK,
0-407311, 18 in sddition to his other duties appointed Flight
Surgeon (Prim dutv) vice PRANGIS C. MIRPHY, 0-420513 trans-
ferred.

Strength, cazniseicned and enlisted men:
(1) Month of June 1545.

(a) at beginning:t 67 officers; 242 R.M. essipgned.
(bg Net increase: 13 officers; None.

(c) Net decr~sse: None 3 12 E.M.
"(d) At end t 80 officers; 230 E.M. assigned.

v

Stations: S8trip Y-72. EBraunscherdt, Germarny.

Movementes: None.

RESTRICTED
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f. Cempaigne: Sicilien - 7 July == 18 August 1943,

: Neples Fogria - 18 August 1943 — 21 Jenuery 1944.
Southern Frence = 15 August 1944 -- 26 September 1944,
Rome Arno - 22 Janusry 1944 -- 21 Pebrusry 1945.
German 25 February 1945 — O May 1945.

g. Operetions:

(1) Nature of ocverations: Operstiones ccneieted entirely of
treining flichts of P-47 type sircraft in local ares.

h. Pormper and present members who have disetingulshed themselves:

DEAN L. KENHEDY, let Lt. BROWZE STAR
EDWARD D. JETTE, lst Lt. BROIZE STAR
JOHN J. SULLIVAN, 8/8gt. BRCIZE STAR
WE!DELL E. PETERSCN, Sgt. - BRQVZE STAR
AUSTIN J. PIX, 8/Sgt. BRONZE STAR
GILB*RT W. KNECHT, lst/Sgt. BRO'ZE 8TARR

2. Inclosed is War Disry, 525th Pighter Squadron, 86th Fighter Group,
APO 374, New York, N. Y., for period 1 June 1945 to 1 July 1945,

Por the Oommanding Officers
W@%'%XW;
HOAARD Q. WQLF,

let Lt., Air Corpe,
Unit Historian.

-2=
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1 A dence will be held at the (Cficers' Olub tonight. Fifteen nurses have been
invited end 1f things twn out ae plarmed 4t will be & weekly affair. A dance
1s & pretty hard affeir to put on in Germany due to the lack o femsles. How-
ever most of the officers manage to £ind themselves & worsn ecmevhere and some
how turn up with & good supply of whiskey.

2 The dance last night turned out to be quite an affeir or et least & noley one.
All night long the yells of the perticipants could be heard throughout the
streets. Good whiskey went on sele at 2100 howre end by 2200 hours it wes all
gone and after that osme the substitutes. Today is the day, which according
to rumor, our orders to prepere for movement to the Ststes should come out.
Everyone is swesting it out but so far it ie juet a rumor.

> Llatest development seeme to be that the 8&th Group will be a "Repple Depple”.
However no one seeme to know the official score yet but we will probably find
out in due time. Most of the boys and eepecially thoee with high points are
really eweating it out.

4 Todey marks the stert of owr phyeicel training program. Claseee will be held
frag 1300 hours to 1500 hours end from 1530 howrs to 1730 hours. There will
be four teams and all types of sports, swimning, baseball, track, volley ball,
etc., will be indulged in. Most of the men would probably rather indulge in
this type of exercise than in drill bdbut if no ccopveration is shown for the
presert plan it will be neceseary to resort to the old Army custoz of drilling.
I4. Brown hers been assigned to some school where he will learn something about
the Me-262. After completing thie course he will fly one of them to England.

5 Cpl. Cervini wae seriously hurt todey when s torch he was working on exploded.
From all reporte he hae m broken leg, possible internsl injuries and loes of
sight in one and probebly both eyes is probable. The PT progrem got off to
8 bang-up stert yesterdey and moet of the fellows are aof the opinion that they
would rather have the present progrem than one consisting of drill.

€ One year ago the Allies landed in Prance. Today a holiday 1s being obeaerved
throughout the European Theater. Most of the pilots are recovering from a
party of the night before. Our Group Commander was promoted to Colonel and
the drirics were all orn him. From the sppearance of most of the officers this
marning, it must have been a costly affair.

7 8tand-down today. Most of the men nan be seen nerrying camersas around and
vhenever & formstion ie held aprearances would indicate that & carers is part
of a class A uniform.

8 Osptain Wood, better known as "Whiskey" leaves today for Paris oo his first
lsp of the journey to the States. Sgte. Peterson and Sullivan have been
swarded the Bronze Ster. 8till no indication of what the outfit will do and
lately rumors have slowed down.

9 Captain Brown of the 525th 8q. was killed lasst night. A gusrd shot him when

SECRET
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when he feiled to helt. Ouxr weekly newspaper "Sortie" cozes out todsy &nd
moat of the men are looking forwsrd to their cooy. Routine flving sgein
todey with PT claeses in the afternoon.

10 Ruzors todev es usual. The men who sre down st Innstruck will soon be
returning es trucks to pick them up sre scheduled tr lesve tomorrow. All
types of planes, both Americen end Britieh, flew over Prarkfort todey putting
°n sn air show. We have now hsd pancakes sbout eight-dsys streight. All the
chickens in fGermery muet have gone on strike.

11 Clasncs under the I & E program stert todey. The cless in photogrephy hed a
fond sttendence and most of those who attended were well sstisfied. Stend-
down for the dav, cold weather and rain. The phyeicel trsining Progrem seens
to be populer. Vost of the fellows enjoy the softball, footbell apd ewirxing
end outeide of the cresking snd cracking of old bones, the progrem makes gocd
progress. '

12 Heavy rain all dey kept flying and physicsal treining et a minimum. Trucks
were sent to pick up the men who are st Innebruck. Captain Heiles assumed
cammand of the Bquedron after serving se scting Squadron Commander for some
time. )

13 Plying for the firet time in several days. Some of the officers sre seek ing
students for a olase in business law. Most of the claeses being held are well
attended.

14 Stand-down for the dey. Capteln Murphy, our flight surgeon, is leaving us to
ko to the 358th. “"Doc” has always done a pood job and he will be sorely missed.

15 Good flying weather end the usual treining prevailed. The new pilots are
shaping up fast end before long should finish up their treining. The gromd
wes 8till t0 wet from recent raine to hold physical training. Ceptain Louis,
Intelligence Officer, is golng to Goumand for fifteen deys on temporary duty.
The Bquadron officers will hold s dence tobight st the officere’' olub snd
thirty or more nurses are expected.

16 A dance will be held st the enlisted men's club snd from all indications 1t
should be s big success. Beveral truck loads of giris are brought in from
veighboring DP camps snd while they are not very sdepi st the American wsy of
denoing they seem to he willing to leern. The dence at the officers' olub
wes well sttended and the linuor held out till about one o'clock in the morning.
Captein Murphy left todsy and frum ell reports the group he joiped is 8lated
for ahipment back to the 3tates. Usual routine flying.

17 The whole Coxmand wes stood down today and no flying. The dence at the en-
listed men's club was s huge success with besucoup of wamen present. Lts.
Ezell and Penner left todsy for Cannes, Prence. Sgt. Peterson who just returned
from Englend reports the UK a good plsce to spend & leave.

18 Routine flying in the morning end physicsl treining in the afternoon. A big
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svimning party is planned for the Pourth of Julv and fram ell indications it
should be quite an affeir. The ruxors of our fate sesx to have slowed down
considerably and now everyone seems to think we'll be occupstionsl.

19 Tvo of the pilots found Lt. Kuppers' plene snd prave todey. Lt. Kuppers wsnes
loet when the Boundron was operating from France. Usual routine flying with
the new pllots looking better every dsy. Orders o~me out today clamping dowm
oo officars driving vehicles.

20 Orptein "Doc” Cox our new Plight Surgeon, replscing Captein Murphy who was
trensferred, is well pet up now end is slresdy getting well known by the men.
The library which was eatsablished in & treiler near Group Hg. is & big success
and many of the men sre making use of it. The outdoor theater continues to
sttrect » large crowd. '

2] Stand-down for the dey. Ceptsin Hailes and Lender went for & short trip to
lancy, Prance, in the UC-G4. No late ruzors seem to be floating around end
thet is reslly strenge. Most of the men seex to thimk we'll be here anywhere
from three to six monthe mand perhaps lonper. However we sre etill all hoping
thet we'll be hack in the States before toc long.

22 A big storuw leet night with plenmty of rein stopped &ll chences for PT todey.
However no one seexs especislly moved sbout it. A hot rumor juet made the
rounds and sccording to it the outfit will bte Army of Cocupation for the next
six months. However, so far it is still in the rumor stege. Major Tsylor,
ow former CO, peid us a visit last night. He is etationed at Oslo, Norway,
snd from all sccourts hes s pretty fair job.

2% Usual routine flying and physical treining. Work on the dey room in the
enlisted men's srea seems to be at & standstill. Flenty of luxzber but a
shortere of menpower scmewhere. Chovw remains about the seme, vory poar, with
pencekes four morninge out of five. Grumblings on that score continue to grow
a8 with the intensive treining progrea plus corpulsory sthelitics the men are
expending more physioal effort than during our heaviest operational period of
the war. The cut in retions lesves everyone hunyry sfter each meal and regusste
for psokages from home hsve increased considerably.

24 Btand-down for the dey. Most of the educstional clssees seem to be getting
elong fairly well with photogrephy proving the most popular. Rest leaves
have been incressed with men going to Paris, Oannes and the UK. According

to ;fficinl reports we are slated for an Cocupstional Air Parce for the present
st least.

25 The softbell tesm of our Bousdron played the S27th 8q. 8nd drubbed them to the
tune of 11 to 3. The hardball tesn lost their gamze. Ususl flying and physical
training. Y¥Yord was received that we would soon be Trecelving more lesves to
rest cemps.

26 The "on the job® training classes are gotting along very well. Efforts are
being made to have Group diecussions on topics of interest to the enlisted

237
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men. Lt. Kroll, our new Intelligence Officer, has been made advisor to the
Group newspaper.

27 Heavy rains prevented amy flying or physicsl training. The EM's Club had a
USO stege show last night. All the players were French but they gave m pretty
fair show. 8Saae of the men are starting to show a grest interest in attending
college while oversess. The redio and the Sters and Siripes eannounce that the
$th Air Parce will go to the Pacific. This announcement, as expected, stsrted
another flock of rumors.

28 A new training program will start next Monday. Pilots will be reocuired to fly
120 hours in the next six months. Besides this they will all be recuired to
attend ground school. Oround personnel will attend school which will be made
up of basic subjects such as close order drill, military courteey, etc. As
ususl the complainte have slready started.

29 A Group discussion will be held in the open air thester this morning. Educational
ooportunities 1s the topic and all the men will be encouraged to ask cuestions.
Another glooxy day mnd it looks as though it will rain. On Thuredsys, our stand-
down dey, mary of the men ere touring the surrounding country end revort maeny
interesting sights.

50 Pay-dey today. The dsy room is nesrly ocnmpleted now and work ie being rushed
to finish it up ms over the week end a large crowd will gather there to indulge
in the various gemes of chence with hopes of at lesst doubling their pey. The
new tralining program goee into effect next week and most of the men are wondering
how they are going to find time to do all the thinge planned for them. If
everything is carried out as planned there won't be time for anytning but work
and more flying will be accompliehed than during our hesviest operational
period of the war,
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Sheet No. 162. War Diary. 526th Pighter Sq., 86th Fishter Op., APO 374, N. Y.

Honth of July 1545. Pre;ared by d1A3D G. #7LF, let Lt., above named Squadroem.

OR DAY

1 The etart of ancther zonth oversess and all the ren still aeking the same
question, "Jhen d5 we o hane®! The new treining progreq steorts ta.orrow,
complete with nhyeicsl training, lectur:s, ete, 8li w.aich woes tc remind
the men o their bas.c train ng dsys. Tne Squecron will fly two days and
stand down cne; Sundeys oif and regular .inspecticns cn Saturdey wornings.
Saptein Setencich, [t. Welner snd Lt. Xlizent rre goung hoe end are sup: sed

- to leave s metize tamorrow. :

2 The rirst day o the new train.ng prograam with rein in the morniny discour=
scing =11 stuespte @t physical treining. Uncer the ne: progran all men
will be required tc ettend and any misced lectures .r olmsses will be made
up. The photograchy clsass ssecs to be the mast popular and the hest attended. o

3 Today is a cold, dreary day. The big 4th of Juiy swin.ing meet is scineduled
for t-morrow tut 12 the westner stays like it 1s, it will te called off.
Plana heve been made “or a big dey. Swiz~ing, boxing, s-ftbell &and plenty aof
nurses Have been invited. If the westher peraite 1% should be & day to
rem mber but fr w1 the looks of the sky mcst of 1% wiil be called off.

4 The swim..ng oeet snd sll the sther activities were called ar't’. A dance wes
Leld 2t the Officers’ Club end a wild ti=e wes had bty ell. The day roam has
been campleted and many or the men spend their spare time there.

Everyone pot over the Ju.y 4th celsbret:m in g£v0a shape. Last aight the
. Zficers and Enlieted lfen hed 8 big time at thelr respective clubs where
' there were .wen, ~ueic, and dincing ss well as sonetning $o tickle the
throat. ‘thile flying t:is PM, cne of our pliots, Lt. Kenoff, discovared
- that a P-47 had zade a forced landing at Crallsheim. This was reported
immedlatsly to Group Oparsticns.

\n

6 The Squuaron had classas tedey. Lt. Kroll gave an orientetion lectwe oo the
Pacific situstion. An interestiny crhenical warfere lecture wes given by Lt.
Bird. He etated thet becsusc or th-ir desi-e to die for tneir Emperor, the
Jaos in all prob:bility wiil use ge8 when we invade their mein islands. It
is more likely, under present cireurstances, that we will use zas againet
Jepan firet. e havs everything to gain by such & move and would hardly be
censured for 1t by the world because thers is evidence that the Japa huve
used it againet our Ally, China. Furtherncre, we have never Bigned eny ngree~
2ent with enyome not to use gas. Lt. dolf, Intelligence Cffiger, laft for
Parls where he will attend I & E school for seven days. ’

7 Inclanont weather provented the scheduled close order drill and ares inspactim.
Sams flying in the afternoon as the westher broke about noon.

8 Sunday is the officisl day off under the new progrem. The first clesr day
far sxe time end the arss was practically deserted. A GI stage show was
held at the E.M.'s Qlub.

- y i i PRIy T
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VAR DIARY

9 Stand-down for the Squadron. Twenty-ome of our old gocbat pilote were ardered
to be ready to lesve tomarrow for the States. The new pilote will comtinue
the present training progrem.

10 Good flying weathar with heavy oper:tionsl acitivity. The pilots deing trene-
ferred to the States were all olamoring for planes in which to zet their re-
quired flying time in. According to the present plane they will leave tamorrow.
Current rumors have us moving nesr Nurnburg between the firct and the fifteemth
of August but so far ncthing official. It seems the Group has besn turned
into an MP outfit ams we are posting puards on posts foarzerly taken cere of by
MP's. Belgian soldiers were posted om thsse poste £ one day and must have
proved unsstisfeactory.

11 Heavy ruine throughout the nirht and ewtinuing into the dey have brought
operations to a standstill. A mesting at the D's club for the purpose of
electing office s resulted in a cmplete change with John Pieraon of Hq. as
President and Richerd Kesnar of the 525th 8quadrom ss Vige President. Great
things are promised. -

12 Sraumd school, no flying. Lt. Kroll delivered a short resume of the situstiocn
in the Pacific followed by a histary of the Nayi Party. Chow has Improvsd
end for the leat several days it has been comparable to that which we had
during cambat. This hes brought the grumbling sbout the chow situatian baek
to normal with the U.S. political situation enjoying first place in the
nightly bull sessions.

13 A bright clear day with flying as scheduled under the present training set-up.
Runors have sprung up concerning our moving into winter quarters snd also
that a large quote of men will leave for the U. 3. on ti'e point system. No
euthar ity for eitherone so, 1lits meny rumors of the pest, these will eventually
die out. 8/3gt. Bugosh =nd $/3gt. Day left for the U. K. to attend school.

14 The “roup paesed in roview befcra Group 2fficers. Brmze Star medals were
pr-sented to T/Sgt. Pred 4iluon, 8/Sgt. Jack Hart and §/Sgt. Goff. We have
besn suthorized e clueter to our Presidential Citation which will be formaly
presented in the near future. Four planes were detailed to sscort n G-A
carrying representatives to the Big Threse conference to Barlin.

15 Sunday, abesutiful day. The headlines in the paper stated that the numn-
fraternization policy has been relaxed. Good news Lo zost of the fellows
who immediately left in sezrch of frasuliens. llorsle of the men improved
goneiderably with this newe. Lt. Hues is sccused of buzzing ths field at
Berlin, dropping his belly tank in a o mgested ereas, and several other breaches
of regulations. It is balieved he will be court-martisled.

16 Inclemont weather curtailed flying and PT was postponed. Payroll was
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%26TH FIGHT IR SQUADRON AR (S3)
86TH P IGHT SR GROUP AF (S3)
Auguet 1945

WIT HISTORY

I. PGRIZLIDN AD CURRANT 8TLUS

l. Orgeizstion
a. The current T/0 of this organizetions 1-12 A.C. dated 28 Dscsmber

1943, Totsl strength suthorized: 57 Jfficers, 247 enlistsd men.

)2+ *Strength
a. For the period of this report: 53 Officere, 275 enlisted men.

b. Gains end lossss for Aigust: Gaint 3 Officers, 50 enlisted mon,
lossest None.

* Information compiled from the morning rsport, 526th Fighter Squadron.
f
3. Stetione
a. No chenge in etation. Present station Y=-72, Braumschardt, Germmy,

18 spril 1545, .
4. Lossass in Actiont Negative.

5. Mards snd Decoratione:

e. Purpls Heart - lst Lt., HIREITT W. STRIT, 0-663788 -~ For wounds
received due to enemy action on 22 Jmmuary 1544,

be Purplo Heart - 2nd Ltop “‘L}q Me H‘:SN. 0—79%61 « For wounds
recaived dus to snemy action on 8 Pebruary 1%44.

¢+« Purple Heart = 2nd Lt., GIRALD 3. WALSH, 0-6758%4 - For wounds
recaived dus to enemy action on 22 Jmuary 1944,

- d. Bronze Star - T/Sgt., HOMIR L. KISLYY, 150665928 = In recognition

of meritorious service in connection with military opsrstions asgainst
the enemy betwesn the 1 May 1544 to 8 May 1%45.

eo. Bronze Star - M/Sgt., JAS T. SHROUT, 13043546 « In recognition
of meritorious eervice in connection with military operations against
the onemy betwsen the & July 1943 to 8 May 1545. .

Il. NARRLIVS

Spactacul ar activity md good nows from the Pacific, an szple meowunt -
of fraternizetion, a largs numbar of movies, a fow stegs shows md a good
circus, plus I&3-sponsored activities were sharply out-weighsd by rainy
weathsr, boring inactivity (outsids of training missions) which marks ths
routine task of occupying a foreign lamd, md a fseling on the part of some
sretwhile civilims that things were getting a bit "chicken®. HNothing ex-
cept rumors regarding going home, howsver, proved to be the low blow. The
result was obvious steady decline in the Squadron's morals during the month,
which slmost reached ths bresking point by the twenty-fifth day, but vas



followad by a big boost on the twenty-sixth when ths Group Commending

Officar smnounced that the high-point men wsre lsaving almoat imrmadiatsly.

Now men jolnad the Squadron and eoms hizh-point men departed, which changsd tha
strength on the morning report from 225 enlistsd men and 50 officers at ths
beginning of the month to 275 snlisted men ed 53 officsars on the last dgy.
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Shsat No. 167. War Diary. 526th Fightsr Sq., 86th Fighter Gp., A2 374, N. Y.

Yonth of August 1945. Prespared by HO/APD C. WILF, lst Lt., above nazad Squeacron.

WAS DIAY

1 Mr.Porce Day todgy. Gansrel Armold hes proclaimsd it a national holiday.
Tmroup will fly a forty-sight plans miseion in conjunction with other
groups. Tonight at five o'clock & retrsat parads will bo held. spplications
continue to coms in for attendencs at en Army Univarsity Center amd so far
the officere ssx to havs displaysd ths most intersst. a4 training filo
sntitlad *"why We'rs Hare" was shown to ths offics s and man last night and
it would hevs basn much bettar to call it "¥ny They'rs There" es it wes
all edout tha C21,

Lt. ¥roll talksd on ths Pecific situstion and Lt. Wolf gave a talk on eir-
craft indantification. A rstraat parads was hsld lust night and according to
the latset rumor ws will movs soon. Ths thsetor prassentad "When Irish ZIyes
Aro Soiling" which wae a fair picture. Ths new jesp assignsd from ona of the
Armored Divislons is quite the thing, complate with air horns, lsether ssats
and just about evarything but hot and cold running watsr. Yasstarday noon
the men had cherry pie &nd ice crsa which wasn't hard to teka.

o

> Ths current talk among the Opsratione olerks ie ths "spinning in" of ons of
theair cloarks. It ssxms somsons ewung a fist and hie face was in the vy of
it. Myvay it will teks a fow days to bring hie face back to normal. "4
Twpsas Grows in Brooklyn® wes pressnted at the thsater in town last night. A
USO ghow will bs pressnted et the Znlistsd Men's QOlud tonight, five men and
two girls, and most of the man are planning to attend.

4 Ssturdey morning imspsction held by Captain Hallss. Aftsr the inepsction
thers was the usual mad scrambls to get out of here for the wesk end. With
Saturdey atarnoon and Sunday off moet of the fellows find plsnty to do,
espaclally now thet the non-fraternization policy is off.

5 Suand=-down for the dey. Most of ths men took 1ife easy snd caught up on
sack tims or reading. The Dey Poom ie in pratty fair shepe now and a good
may of the men aro taking edvanteags of it to writs lsttsrs, reaad or the
usual card gamss. Tan spplicetions were submitted for attendencs at Army
Universitiee. Ceptain Calamal transfoerred to Command mnd Lt. Chinzi will
assumo hie duthes as nginssring Dfficer.

6 Usual flying duties and training:s A radar evasion mission was flown thie
afternoon and the plenss ars supposed to strafe the gun positions. Ths last
couple of nights the theater in town has presented "That's The Spirit" with
Jack Oskis md it was strictly a class "B® picture. Ceptain Louis, our
formsr Intelligence Officer, was here to visit us snd at the present time
is stationed at Darmstadt. i

7 The thsater in town last night presented "Patrick the Great" with Donald
O'Connore A new battls stur vas swardsd to tha Grow yesterday bringing the
total numbér to ssven. No psw rumors ssem to be making the rounds but the
old onss still persist. The axact date when we will move is not yot known
but 1t is bslieved to be sbott the first of ths month. Sgt. Paterson now
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hes 104 herd sarnad points snd as far as ha'es concerned, 1s mitting pratty.
Xight flying schedulad for tonight btut ths wsather dossn't look to good.

8 Ground school todsy and from the looks of the wsather thers wouldn't be
much flying myway. A dence & the officer's Club is schaduled for some-
tims thie wesk but the women question is still somewhat in doubt. Lt.
Kroll talksd thie morning on the Pecific Situation. The new stomic bomd
soxs to be the immedismts topic of discussion and we are wondsring what
affect it will have on Jepm.

S The big news of the day wes the Russien declearation of war on Japen.. This
imedistely brought forth a £lood of rumors mong the enlisted men to the
effect that we are going to a new bese 1n Russia. Rain ell dg caussd a
stend-down. Ths stomic bomb was aleso a lively topic of diecussion and bats
are being madse as to how long Jepen cen last. Anywhere from two to six
monthe ies ths guasss.

10 #pother dey of rain and it ssems to bs raining herdsr today. The fisld i
a s3a of mue end the road leading into M contains minleture lskss which
makss on hesitete to put a jeep through. Rumorse of moving have sprumg wp
again and now soms s&y ws will move ths fiftesnthe. A nsw tachnical school
hes opensd in Ingland and thers sssme to be guite e bit of intersst displaysd.
Some of ths new pilote from Troop Carrisr wars syerded an air madal for ths
»art they playsd in the eirborne croseing of ths Rhins.

11 The rain finally cosssd lsst night but from the looks of the ground the
ueual Saturday morning parads and inepsctisn will not be held. It will
t&s a coupls of days of good werm waathar to dry up ths tents and
grounde The bizast naws of the da&y was ths offer of Jepa to surrendsr.
Of courss nothing hes bssn said from the Whits Houss but we'rs all hoping
thet V-J dey is finally hare. The nlietad Msn's Club pressntsd a etags
ehow lest night. It was preatty good and ths boys got a good hand for trying.

.12 Stand-down for ths day. A1l ths man are arxiously swaiting the news that
Jaean will accspt the surrendsr tsrms. Svaryons 1s swaating it out. 4 good
nubar of the msn who would have epplisd for Army echools have changed thair
minds now that ths end of the war with Jepan ie ineight. Lts. Paddiesn,
Ganz, D'Rourks md Mdereon and Sgts. Boblend, Sherkey, end Hung havs bssn
schadulad to attand the school at Bilarrits, France.

13 8till no news of the surrendor but we ars still hoping. It should coms some-
tiz> todsy. Lt. 211iott, our former Transportation Officer, was up to visit
ue today. Soms fast talking got him out of ths trip to ths Peacific. Bad

wemther groundsd all flying in the aftsrncon.

14 Overcast sxiss and threstening rain cmcallad flying in the morning. The
rodio. announces wnofficially that ths Jepanses have accaptsd ths tarce of
ths Potedmr Agresment. If this is trus thers should be a wild tims around
here. Ths theeter prassntsd Allan Ladd in "Sally 2'Rourks" end it was a

SIcr3T
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pratty good show.

Tha radio this morning brosdcest thes naws that ws heave all besn waiting to
hear. Jepan hes accspted ths tsms offersd her. All that's nsadsd now ie

ths signsturs of the Jeps and V-J D&y will te proclaimsd. Zack in ths Statss
tha peopls are going wild. Over hers the newe was tetsn quletly with svery-
onas wondaring how soon hs gots homse. Japen foldsd a lot soensr than moet of
us sxpyctsed and caught some of us by surpriss. It esame hard to baslisve tha t
&'tsr all thess war torn ysars peace 1s st last in sight. Holidsys hava baan
proclaimad in tha Statss for Thuredagy and Fridey. I4's wondarful naws, and
now, "when do we go home?"

Staid-down on flying todsy. The bar openad st 1800 houre yesterdey end all
drinks wara on ths housa. Tha bar fillad up rapidly and bafora long no ons
was fasling my paln. Mow the rumors that ws will go homs and bs replecsd
ty soms other £lightsr squadron. From all accounts high point man will be
lsaving soon.

Today is a holiday throughout the II? in cslstration of V-J Day. 4 USD show
will bes pressnted in the 3 Club. Ceptain Whitnsy who just raturmed from
Znpland exys the British ars cdlebrating V-J Day in grast styls. Ths snlistad
zen laft for schoosl this morning but dus to a mix-up eomewhers along the lins,
the four officers o ths squadron mieezd ths plans.

Ths usual Ssturdsy mnming porads and inspaction wes cancsllad dus to thas
feact that the ground is still muddy from recent rains. Rumors are still
parsistad that the whols group will bs sent homs ehortly. THowsver, as far
it's etrictly rumor. The group les euppossd to move around ths firet of
Ssptecter. A USD show was pressnted in the M's Cludb laat night. It wae
a Dutch show snd turned sut to bas & lot batter thah sxpactad.

Heavy rain all day kept the travsls of the enlistsd msn to a minimum. It
has besen raining now for over a weak and ths roads and the caxp arsa heva o
much watsr around them that thsy sssm to bs minature lskss. Ths nightly
bull-session now are all asbout ths sams old story, when do we go honms.

8t11l raining and from the looks of the eky it will rain all day. The pilots
heven't flown 1n somstime now but they don't sesm to mind too muche. 3Ivery-
ons is swvoating out going hyms now tha: the war with Jepan has ended. The
statemont that soms 75 pointers might go home next month, opsned & naw topic
of dlscussion.

For the first time in sbout & week the rain hes stopped. Ths usual flying
start»d sgain and training went on as psr scheduled. The latest rumor has
it thet within the next 18 days over 300 high point men will ls&re the growup.
Wo still ‘hear rumors that ths whols group might go homs dut se far it ia
still rumor. 4n order from the S4th Wing states that ties will be worn o
all times. It ssems s though ths war hus really endad.

24¢
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Ground school and for a changs it'e uot raining. The show last night prsssntad
“Somsthing For The Eoys". Chow ssx;ms to bs as good as usual although thars
sosxs to ba & somrciily of frash egre. All ths man with 100 pointe essa &>
think thsy'll bs lsaving in & faw deys.

Rain again this morning. Lt. Kroll hsld a clase in ths day roox on orismtatisn
and csnsorship. Ths last topic sssme rather out o2 data as with ths snding

of ths war, csnsorehip hes rslaxsd eonsidsrably. Th> ususl rumors ers still
flying sround end ths strangsst ons sasms to bs that ws will g> hoaa.,

Today 1e ths day that ths big inspaction tekse place. For ovar a wask now
largs scals praparatisn havs baan taing place. 3varything ssesms to >»s in
pratty good sheps and now all wy havs to do is swaat it out. 4o srder
iesusd yostarday prohibits sy officrr from driving. It ealeo prohibits fly-
ing Jacksts being worn mywhars, but on ths flight lins. A show antitlad

*Piller to Poet® wes hald in ths deyroom yastyrday sfternoon. Last night ths

theetar in town prasantsd *God Ie My Co=Pilst". Thars wars so sany tachnical
srrore in ths picturs that it was good for quits a faw laughs.,

Thy usual Saturdgy morning parade end inspsction was cancsllsd dub to inclam-
st woathsre 8ome 52 the fsllows hops to taks cross~country flighte this
wasxkand but the weather dosen't look to> g>5d. Ths big inspaction cms off
yestsrday and from all indications it cems off pratty good. Js ars still all
swsating sut whether we will go hoxzs or stay and e> far it's all strictly
rucor.

Solonel Lss callad e masting of officers and man thie morning. It esxe that
ths morals of the outfit has fallan off. Col. Las ralead it considsradly
vhan hs t51d ths men that ths high pointsre would by leeving evon. It sssxe
tha whols group was suwppoesd to go homas but at ths last minuts tha orders war
cancsallad. Now most of ths old man will bs lssving #o5n. In & favw dgye ths
Jutfit will bs #5 changed wa wan't know it.

Usual flying. Sszs of ths man whs havs around 100 points havs basn alartad
off ®nd on all day todey and yestordwy. Most of the men bslisve they will
bs home Lafors snow Z1iss. The morale sssms to havo gons up considsradly
sincs ths msn found out thay would bs lsaving eson. The thsatrs in town
preesanted "moyce Scendal®.

Ths show in town prissntsd Demny Kays in "Wondsr Man". It was a pretty good
8how and very recsnt. None of the msn havs left the group yst bdut arsumd
Friday some of ths ground officsrs ars sxpsctad to lsavs. Captains Benear

and Baboock had a chancs to return to ths States but they turnsd thsir chancss
down. This flying must do something to them. ‘

Stend-down in the morning to allow C-47's to led. Thirty-five planes ars
$ipposad to land wnd pick up men going homs. Thirtssn men laft from the
Squadron this morning on ths firet lap of their journey to the States. Nost
of the men ars hesitant about tsking lsaves or pessss nov as most of them
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expsct to> loasva shortly,

According to letsst rumor, all the zman with 100 points will bs going hozs es
casuals whils thoes with 85 and above will be going to other groups end then
back to ths Statss. Latsst official report is that pilots with over 75 pointe
vill eoon be going home. Howsvar s> Bar nothing hss bysn sald about ground
officers end that puts yours truly sguare bshind tha elgnt ball.

Pey day todaye & fow moro men will laave today. 4 circus hes besn playing
ot Darmstadt the last coupls of days and quits & fow o the men have taken
the opportunity to see it. Sgt. Petsrson our intslligence clark will soon
be going homes "Psts® has besn resdy to lsavs for a month now and hs clalxs
ha's all packsds ZIight mon laft todey.
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"526TH FIGHTER SCUADROH AAC (SE)
86TH FIGKTER GROUP AAC (SE)

September 1945

UNIT HISTORY

1, ORGANIZATION AND CUrRENT STATUS

1. Orpanization
a. Tbe current T/O of this organization 1-12 A, C. dated 28 December 1945

with chanpe 1 deted 26 February 1944 and change 2 dated 23 Noverber 1944,
Total strength authorized: 3% officers, 2.5 enlisted men.

2. *Strength -
a. For the period of thia report: 32 officers, 142 enlisted men,

b. Gains and losses for September, Lost 14 officers, 133 enlisted men,

sInformation compiled from the morhing report; 526th Fighter Squadron.

3. Stationg
a, Change 1nStation.

Departed'!-72 Braunschardt 25 September 1%.5, arrived at present station,
R-25 at Schweinfurt 25 September 1945. :

L. Losses in Action. None.

5., Awards and Decorations, None.
11 NARRATIVE ‘

September was the month when many dreams ceme true, The fellows were on
their way back o the good old USA and Howe Steet Home, at last, New men were
cominp in, a handful at a time, because the show mst go on. The highly elatdd
gtate of the men leaving was in sharp contrast to that of the new men coming in,
who were in many cases removed from shipping lists 2t ports of embarkation at
the last minute, while others were shipped here after long overseas service in
~ England, The other highlight of the month was the move from Gross Gerau to

.Sehweinfurt--an event that left it's mark on every activity connected with our
squadron,

111 DIARY

1. A parade was held this morning and Col. lee vresented Rronze Stars to those
who were awarded them, A good many of our crew chiefs are slated to leave
soon which means that flying in this group will be curtailed a preat deal,
The only flying in this group will be for the pilots to get their {lying
time in.

S-E-C-ReE-T
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The usual Sunday duties, A good many of the high pcinters are
scheduled to leave tomorrow, There will be a rininum of flying
now as most of our crew chiefs have been transfered out, Sgt.
Peterson, our hard working intellipence clerk, leaves for the
Stater tomorrow,

——

Today is labor Dey and there will be no flying, Around 30 C-L7's
are supposed to land at the fleld today and pick up high point

men going home, Capt.Leader, our operations officer leaves today.
Ir a short while the B6th Fiphter Group will be the 86th Pighter
Grovp by name only. All of the o0ld men have ;rome and the rest will
be leaving ahortly,

The radio announcing the lowering of the critical score to 80 came
like a shot in the arms to some of the men who have been hovering
on the border line. A good many of the men will be leaving soon
and at present a shoartape of crew chiefr held flying to a mininum,
C-4L7's have been poing and coming all day carring off the lucky men
on their first lap of the journey to the Promised land.

Vaj. McGoldrick legves this morning for the States, There wan a
party at the officer's club last night and bty 9:00 otclock none of
us were feeling any pain, There is a rumor that 100 point men
w. 11 be leaving soon but sc far it ia strictly a rumar.

Probahly the biggest deprartureof men will leave today. All of the
men with 90 pcinta and above will leave the proup today on the first
lep of the journey to the States. The squadron received about two
truck leads of men yesterday. No flying today as there aren't any
crew chiefs to service the planes, IFron the looks of thimgs it wild
be about two weeks befare things will be straightned out.

Well most of the old men bave gone mow. About two or three truckloads
of men left yesterday raking a severe shortage o perscunel in all
departments, Most of the wen left are sweating out the mexi move.
According to the radio all 70 pointers will be howe for Christmas,

No flying today and there probably won't be mntil a lot of new men
are assigned to the growp,

Abont 100 more will leave the group this marning, At the present
time 2l departrents have been hit and there doesn't seem to be
enough men to do any of the work., The morale of the men iz nét too
good as some of thea have been pulled out of assemhly areas and sent
here, Rumor is that the growp will hurst up or go bhome. Your guess
is an good as mine, :

's-x—c-y,s.r
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The blg event of the dey we= a 2. plane proup mission to Copenhagen,

Denmark, In spite of overcast ekfes and threating rain, the mission

took off as scheduled and about 100 ~iles away fror here ran into

. good weather, The mission lasted about 5 hours and most of the pilots .

were glad to pet their feet on the old ground again,

Sore of the men from other squedrons have started drifting beck from
the army schools they were attending. MNost of them are high point men
and will in a very shat time, be leaving for the States, Eling and
Mc Fadden, two of our enlisted men, will leave today to attend an
electrical school in England,

Heavy eround fog covered the field all morning eand prevented any
flying. Still no reports as to vhether we will move or stay here or
what, Rumors seem to have slowed down considerably lately. Nost of
the 0ld men have transfered and mwost of the new men have a good deal
of time overseas btut very few points,

Flying has been at a minimin, The 1latest is that we will recelive
aome new crew chiefs. A USO show will be presented tonight, Most
of the men have nearly two vears overseas and yet don't have many

points,

Applications have opened up for attendance at army university centers
and the officers so far have displaved the most interest in 1¢. Most
of the men are more interested in goling home. A USO show was presented
at the I¥ club last night and was really excellent,

An order today gave the men in the squadron the extra elght poluts
for VE-YJ day. The men with 70 points or more are expected to leave
in the next couple of days. '

The usual Saturday morning paerade was canceled due to rain, A big
misaion of 36 planes is supposed to fly to Brussels today but at the
present time the weather doesn't look too promising,

No flying today. Usual Sunday activity, Some of the men going on pass.

The new men who came in won't be here long if they hsve over 70 points,

Yoat of the flying activity today was devoted to "cud" flying, Rumor

haa it that moat of the officers with over 85 points will be leavinr
soon, Officers with 75 points have been restricted from taking leaves
or passesy and from all we hear, they will be leaving soon,

S-E-C-R-E-T
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The men with over 70 points will leave todey to foin the 324th Group

and from there po to the States. Routine flying today. The move of
the squadron is acheduled to take place sometime next week,

We are schedul ed to move tomorrow., The set up is fine and buildines
for all and a pood bar, '

£27th Sauadron leaves today for R-25 es advance party. The rest of
the group will leave in ten davs. The men with over 85 nointc ere
still sweating out the list which was sent to Cormand a few days aro

~and all are hoping to leave soon,

The way thines are set \p the 525th Scuadron will leave Nonday for R-25
and our squadron will leave sometime later. Cant. Tewls, our executive
officer, leaves tomorrow for the States, Lt. Prather will tske over
the duties of executive and adiutant.

Probably the bigpest chanpe in officer personnel too¥ place yesterday
when Colonel Lee and moat of the group officers plus the souadron
commanders and all pilots with €5 points were alerted to leave the group.
We have a new Commander, a major, who is a West Point graduate, Rumor
has it that the ground officers still in the group with 85 polnts will
leave soon, '

Our squadron is busy today packing up to move to Schwelnfurt ou- new
base, Our new squadron CO, Cept. Warden, is back from Schweinfurt

and reports our new sta tion will be a good set up once everything
settles down, the rlace being overcrowded mt present. Theee ground
officers, Lt. Volf, Lt. Chinzi, and Lt. Schuster left todey to fo back
to the USA,

VYaj. Buckner has taken over the Group and Col. Lee Has gone, The
souadron is scheduled to leave today or tomorrow,

The fellows 3n our souadron are still packing. Some are sweafing out
transportation to our new location and others are elready on their way.

Everybody is up and on the ball today in spite of the fact that there
was gome drin¥ing and beaucoup fraternizing as a farewell pgesture to
Gross Gerau , We are industriouslv losding trucks and on our way to
Schweinfurt,

S«E~-C~-R-E-T
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S-E-C-R~E-T N
Yera we are at Schweinfurt, Tt looks like s good set up, Right now we
aren't too crowded, The officers have two to a roor, The enlisted ren
have good cuarters, at least they are much better than living Ruarters
at the old place and living in tents as before. The boys in operations

and intelligence have alreedv set up operetions and intellirence office--

most of the credit belonping to Pfc, Jjohnson,

Things are well under vay in line of adminiatration here at Schweinfurt
and it looks like a pretty failr set up. Vost of the men thought that the
movie MCarolina Blues was feir and nuite & few men went in spite of the
rain and thick mid,

- - —— -— - - - -

To our preat joy and benefit, regulations lim‘ting the transfer of funds
out of the ETO of a soldier's unemcumbered ray plus 10 per cent will be
1ifted during October to permit troops to send home all funds derived from
officiel sources according to an announcement by USFHT and on November

1lst, & new system of cwrrency control will be established, Also meny of

us were plad to learn that "Axis Sally" wes ccnvicted by an Ttalian Filitary
Tribunal and was sentenced to four years end five months imprisonment, The
Stars and Stripes today showed a picture of Hirohito as he visited Gen,
FacArthur at the latter's headouarters Thursday, which causcd quite a few
corments from our men, Never before haes s Jarenesze emperar called on a
ernquering commander,

CO/BAT OFERATIONS, None,
NON-CQYEAT OFERATICNS. Training,
TFAINING, See Group History for surmmary of training for month of September,

STATISTICS. Mcne,

VI11 STAFF ACTIVITY AND CONFERENCES,

IX

X,

Three staff meetings were held relstive to prroblems involved by the move
fron Praunscherdt to Schweinfurt.

" PRESS RELEASES AND PHOTOGRAFHS. Kone,

AFPINDIX, None

. r'd
o Rt
EUGFEE V. KR(LL,
1sat, Lt., Adr Corps,
Unit Historian,
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526TH FIGHT-R SQU:DRON AAC (SR)
&6TH FIGHTER GROUP AAC (SE)

October 1945

UNIT HISTORY
1, GRGANIZATION T ]
.-'.l H‘.“m’ h‘k;“‘ A

PO N
clovge 1 dnted 26 Feb. 1944, ond change 2 dated 2 Bec. 1944.
Totel strength autiiorized: 39 officers, 245 enlisted men,
2. *Ztre . .
a. For the period of this renart: 31 officers, 130 enlisted men.
b. Gains and lomses far October. Lost 1 officer, and 12 enlisted men,

* Information compiled from the morning report; 526th Fighter Squadron.,

3. Statdop
a. No chanpe of station,

L. Jopses in Action None.

5. rde_and De .
a, Bronze Star Medal tot : "~ for service from:

Carlos M, NeAbee, 0-561565 Lst. Lt. A.C. (6 July 1943 to § May 1945%

Freldrich(nmi)Xeller, 17015727 ¥/Set. A.C, (&July 1943 to § May 1945

¥arko L. Fnemevich, 33168457, Sgt. A.C. (6 July 1943 to § Nay 1945)

Fer, G.0. #155, Section 2, dated 1/ Sept. 1945, in recognition of meritor-
ious service in connection with military operationa apgainst the enery beteeen
the dates indicated,

- b, lst, Oek leaf Cluster to Air Fedal to:

Gerald E, Wnlsh, 0-€75694 2nd. Lt. 3.C., in recognition of meritorious
achievewent while participating in aerial flight against the enermy.

Per. G.0, #151, Section 4, dated 1 Sept. 1945,

. 11. FARRATIVE ’

With the loss of a number of transport ships this month, and the intervention
of our own Navy, this has been a month of changing emotions. Dissppointment
end encourapement were both encountered. As it stands now, we're to lose msll
ren with 60 and more points. : : )

kore important to those who must stay is the diszolving of the 526th Fiphter
Squadron. It has been a great asset to the group, and good to its wembers. The
combat record of the sguadron is the envy of many ocutfits. It's easy to say
that al) of us are sorry to have to leave . :

' 1m. gy .
1. Seversl men from this scusdron were selected to revort to an K.F, detachrent
today. The selection was made according to point scores s=nd V.0.5. The E.K.
club will open tonipht for all the regulsar club wembers. Major Bucner held
a meeting for all officers tonipht, and formally introduced himself, '

RESZRICTED.
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Fvrryone wan nresent ot roll call yvesterdesy, so there wes none taken
todny. The P.X, i1s atill clcsed, and most evervone is prining ahout it.

Aight now there i=zn't much else to gripve about. Le 2=t runor has it that
Al) men with 70 or more coints will leave soon,

—— —

——— s — o -

The only flving lately t= "Cuh" flvino, The enpinuerine section is teo
busy tn ‘o mainteinance For replsr fivine, all of the 70 rointers are
anxjously aweiting orders. 1t, Froll with bis 75 roints is stili weitine
elso, :

—-— - - o e - ——n- -

Test monthe iindt Fistopv {2 well under weyv and wil)l be resdy to hand
in by tomorrow, It, Ficks hea taiten over duties ss irtellirence officer,
He 1s to replace Lt, ¥roll, : : '

The diary is readv for Lt., ¥roll's 0.¥, The 70 roint men are still
"swenting 1t out", Sterting this Saturdayv all anlistad wen snd nfficevs
must gt an hour of close order drill every Seturday afterncon.

-- — - - e

Tt 38 rumored that some ranlscements are on their way. If it's true,
the 70 pojuters cam hreathe » little egaier. : .

Pilots are eatting their flvine tire in and theat is &)1, ro frr. If
it weren't Tor the "Cubs", some rrobatly wouldn'4 evén ret their tine in.
Quite » few nen nnd officers are soine on Jenve 0 Switverlsnd and
olend. Thore with 60 or more poiiis sre not elerible to po. The Fest
FExchange opens tororrow morning,

e . S —— . ———— — + —

The renlscenentes are finslly ceming in. O hotes nra tildirg ur in
imopertion to the number of revlacenents. ! avie one ¢f these dovs #ll of
ug ern o home,

- - - N - > -t

Bepginning iomorrow the enlisted =ar-! mesm will ba sunrpiied with full
~ating vtensiis. The dayv of ress kts in pone, at least ti]1 we start
home .

The Engineerinp Dept. enlisted men moved to » new buildinp todrv, That
naens that everyone can nove out of the attic now, In another day we
cught. to be al) settled dnmn. The Orderly Room is being reraired too.
There hasn't bheen any mail for the last week.

-

Due to the liberty run from Pase Headousrters %o Bed Kissincen ever
yuR s %o Ba e ary
nlght, the Ped Cross is losing some of itlg replar customers. T im-
Apine the free licuar.might have something to do with 1t. '

_ RESIictrp
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Faior Buckner, the rew C, O, will insreci the E. i, tarrscvs and ell

) ' - > » .
acmindstration offices tomorrow. FSvervone are busyv as bees pettine thines
in order {or the jinesnection,

.

The inspection inoday wes I'afr,all except & few det~ils in the barvac' s,
It seens Jike the adminisireiion offices were pretty pood, At any vete, tajor
ruckmer wms vlerzed vith thines in peneval, :

Tetelv we lost soise more of o hivh point men., T+ “s honed that 3n the
nerr future all ren with scorer sho e A0 will he in route 49 the Frouisesd
Iand. Socn thera won't be meny left, :

'me <€ the ; ost ecgmrn rires tedav 3« the hol water si tuatinn, =ax there
is not an wde-uvnte supniy of hot water each dey. All men kv hnve iust abont
scttled in ledir res-ective cunrters and leve le~t the stiic nnd cellsr. -
ful. Johnson of soundrer orevations ha- rone to the hosrital. it is homed
that, he will zule » sneed- return,

16, torerie 1p very hich and hivh voint ren are <till chinrin- cut. Tonirht
there will be n weelly stafll setting Too nll stell officer:, The meetling
viil T4 held at the officr »'s ress et JTC0 hourr,
i7. The USC ahow Biprpy fio Incky™ wes & verv pood shav, “ora pan weve there
thur were sests to accemidate them, Vorale has drcnred some fdue 1o the losa
of the two wreat ocean Finare, the rueen 1iza“eth an? the Lcust-nia,
1€, we now have train service fror jad ¥. to Sehweinfurt, ¥vary nicht we
.hnve our 1 iberty runs into towm. 4ccording to the latest rumnrr, we will nead
passes in the towns., Il is rumored that the O noint -en ray be horme for
Christmas after all, _El]e Lopan vwill pla- in our theatre tonirht,
13, hecording to the latest rumor, one of the sousdrons 411 hreaV up. VWhich
one ve don't know, From what we hear it may e us,

20, The transfe: of men home has beon speeded up since mcre shivs were added
to the fleet since the lost of Enplend's two great transnorts, At first it
wvas & greet blow to our shirping of mer. heme and held us_up {f'or about a ronth,

t ) . . '
21, fumors are strone that it wil™ be us, our scuedron that will breal up,

and if 3t bappens the first sgt. and the C.0. will be the onily two to remain,
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224 Schveinfurt Air Rese rolﬁed to victorv of the sengcon in sn 18-86 win

over tre “9/th Fomb Group rt “itazinpen vesterdey aflternnon. Zch rinfurt
v311l reet the 36th Fiphter Croup Sundey at Schrein®urt Stadiur,

.23. (uite & lew men pian to po to Xngland on leave end last proup that
went to Switzerland hes returned, They hdd an e cellsni tire,

2.,  s/srt, Contie, ithe operstinvu clert has 1=l the 52Ath Souad-on and
vil) work in Tase Cperstions, Set, Contie will leeve for Ingland on
lenve tomorrow,

25, The dav hes come, we are uresking up. cepinring today accordine tn
runor the 526 has broken up end all terer work will be svitched cier,

26, 14, Yeierrson ir still on leave ir “npland, All A0 rointers mey lenve
on the /th »f liovember or ronain here on T op DS,

IV GGITAT (FD ATTTIS, hone,
v 1G-CCITAT OFR ATICHS. Training.
VI TUINTIG.  Sae Grour Fistory for swimery of trainine Cor month . T ct.oter,.
vIT STAMISTICS., I-Zune,‘. |
VIII STAFF ACTIVATY AD “CiF-REICLS.
- Four steff met.inrs were held this mo'th, 7orles were s€letv, :3ilitary
courtesy, lenves and resi cemps, ond tose curditions,
Ix IRI88 “ELGASES G"D THOTOWAY S, Kone,
X,  KPEDIX. Kone.

1st. Lt, air Corps,
Unit ’Histor:ian.
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