& CALPALGNO: Operations continued over italy, otinerwise no gadi-
: tions.

£o CULLnisDILG OreICErs il 1atORTANT shGaUEuillo: No edditions.

ve LUooco AN aLQIUN:

1. 1st. Lt. sobert v. Lundberg, balled out mast of dore, 1tely,
11 sovember lv¥L3, seen to land sarely and run Irom plane.

ne sripeds wial Bave VISTInGUISHiE) ThasSalvac 1iv ACLIUL.

1. vapt. lichael r. Yannell, who completea his tour of duty con-
sisting of <0 combst missions, on & weceumber 1943, tne Tirst a-36A
pilot to complete his tour of duty, wes everdea the Listinguished r1ly-
ing Cross personelly by ueneral denry arnold, et romiglieno airdroue,
italy, in the presence of group and Squadron orricers, eand Uenerals
spaatz, vannon end nouse, alter a brillient rlying cereer, witg two
enexy eircraft victories to his creait.

2. lst. Lt. Robert v. rrisvey, who was avcrded the wistinguisned
rlying oross for bravery aucd achieveuent n aerial flight.

3. . Lt. alfrea r. Bolch, awardea the rwurple neurt 1or injur-
ies sufte..a while on combat mission.

L. 1lst. Lt. Hobert r. Hood, ewarded a cluster to the rsurple
teert, for auditional injury while in line of duty.

5, 1st. Lt. Kaurice W. Grifrin, corpleted sU missions am Aais
tour of duty.

L. ist. &t. walter L.Gibson, conpleted ¢0 missions &nd Lis tour
of duty. ’
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DAY

1

EVedis

Under a policy of sllowing the 1men & few days off, many of them
have been going to Maples end Capri. The boet leaves for Capri on
iomays, wedBsdeys and ~ridays at 6:30 A... 8.d returns the couwe
afternoon. It is a szpll ltalian rishing crof't. The men rind
Capri pretty much as gdvertised - untoucled by the viar, im:scuiate-
ly clean andé & happy contrast to whet tiuey iiave seen of other
ltalien villeges and cities. verious coumands have tuken over the

. better hotels and there sre several rest caups on Cepri. oGur

N

squadron rsn twvo missions today. Ileples was heavily Loa:vea in ihe
evening ond irox our =partitent in Ponmiglisno, it appeared thet
hegvy dauage vas done. e vere able to see a nuubér o the Gerwuan
planes in the secrehlight cones, and tihe curtain of flak that was
sent up seened to indicate direct hits on one or tvwo orf tie planes.
we were later told that tuaere were tlree dovned. Lartie orange
flushes of I'iaue upvesred to be direct hits by the neruian boLbs

on elmiunition durnps or oil tankers .in the hervor. ‘YThere are nwuer-

¢3

ous voats of ell kinGs in ..:ples, which seell to be poorly disversed.

The tovn is getting baclk to normal, -ad the peodle lhave coue back
and the streets are crowded.

Lt. Fercuson left today for Yunis where he will zppear before the

liedical Board for an order 1o 0 back to the stetes. Lts. mprice
and i.cKendrick left for the rest. caup at Faleruo, oicily. One unis-

. sion of twelve ships was flowvn today. we ere getting short on

plenes ermd at the present rate of pilwnes going out of service for
one reason or anotiaer it should notl be long befoure the suuadrons
will be inoperational for lack or planes.

Lts. Hedrick, Lane, iiill &nd Kless left ror Tunis egnd the stestes
today. On a mission iforth of Rome, the boys barely ot buek to
bace tafe, on account of leck of fuel. Lt. Williams ran out of
cas before he arrived at t he runway and was forced to belly land
at the ¥-40 rield (324th Gp) at Cercola, two or tlree miles fronm

“here. Lt. Rice, on landing from the mission, nasSed his plene over
" &0 that we now have two fewer plenes to operate with.

Only one mission today. Gretclen and Sue, the two Red gross girls,
were our guests at dinner tonight. Lt. Reid cane home fram the -
riission with a flek hole in his right flap. Our ovm troops fired
on the flight, undoudtedly by mistake.

Only one nission again today. One of owr planes cuwe home 3ith
cal. 50 holes in the wing . The Ar.y Ordnance Department finisned
clearing the buttqrriy bombs from our field. They would gather

40 or 50 in a pile, put sandbags around tlem and detonate t hem with.

an electric charge, which made an explosion and noise about as
intense as an exploding 500 pound bomb. At night there was another
heavy raid by the Germans on Naples. Some of the Gernan vlanes
buxzed over our own field and dropped three boubs with dela d ac-
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+ion fuses on the north end of our eirfield. Cur ordm nce ofiicer
removed them, and there werc no casualties. Yhe concussion fron
the felling bombs ‘in Wenles could eacily ve felt here, six or seven
miles away. ‘Q‘'he big zuns neer ow apartment shot et the Cerman
roiders nuwuerous times, ané mnde considerable noice. These air
raids seen to be terrificslly fiightening to the natives viho cet
in eir reid shelters prouptly. About halfl of ow own ren taxe
shelter and the other half stand outside and wetch the firevorks.
leny don't even bother to put on their heliets. ' Occesicnelly one
can hear the stiray shrapnel whiz close by dwring tie se reids, but
thus far we huve had no injuries.

Two missions, both of which v.ere very successful, were run toduy.
The westher is continuously threatening. 7The getivities ud-on the
front secia to have bogged dovmn and our forces are not moving ahead
as ranidly as they were. Lany reports indicate that t he Germans
are noving a lot Zore pversonnel into lorthern and “entral Italy
for a deternined stend, including . lot of Goering's crack sfunzer
troops. :

Onc nission flown today, boabing wovements alonz tie Gaglizcno kiver.
Our enlisted men have an Italien photograrher in the basement of
our sprrtment, whom they keep busy developing their rilums. This
pctivity is more or less sub roaa and probably violative of the
censorship regulations, but most v the pictures the fellows tuke
are of a personal end non-wmilitsxy naotwe. The bhotogrepher tekes
fairly pood portraits and the LOys are busy getiing "shot" Tor
pictures to send home for Christmas. 4 few Christiias packages hove
elready started to arrive, and a lot of the men have pacied trink-
ets and presents for which they were generally overcharged by the
natives here, for mailing back hone. ’ .

The colors on the slopes o "Lt. Vesuvius ere changing ami stsrting
at the top it has taken on a darx brown hue, which is slowly moving
dowvn the erater into the velley below. Occasioncl dead leaves &aTe
folling from the trees, but there is no reel sign of winter here =s
yet, except the chilly mornings and some ground fog. The natives
still walk around barefoot. The road to and f rom Naples is crowded
with military vehicles, native trucks and hundreds oI native carts.
The native trucks are loaded with humen cargo to the point where
on® wonders how the axles and springs hold up.

Pwo missions flovm today. Due to the comparative inactivity of the
sqguadron on account of inclement weather, the enlisted.uen and ofri-
cers are taxing advantage of the lull to go to MNaples. The officers
may stay at the 86th Group hotel, which is the Albergo Lago liaggiore
yhere is no restriction on the place, and the officers who care to,
take Italien girls into the hotel ami stay all night with them.

Yhere is a shower in the hotel, and the rooms and linen are fairly
clean end acceptable. There has been some trouble in the cases ,
where some of the ofricers have left their bed partners in the worn-
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irgs and gome to the fields. ‘“hese girls wio gre left in tne rooms
insist 6n stealing the linen and other =rticles in the roons.

10 One rhubarg wission South of iome into trne center of Italy was
“ flovm todey, with rood results. ‘'he neotives are beginning to knock
itoles in the wire ferce urouud tne field. There nre colored t roovs.
stutioned et ell the gates, but this does not seel to do any ¢;ocod
in keeping the nutives out. ‘rhey insist on eetting into the field
w?ire they either beg or steal tin cuns, bo:ib covers, rasoline wund
oil. : :

11 ILt. Lundberg, on a mission South of xowe, hed his plene hit by
siizll ari.s fire, and he bailed out in enemy te.ritory. ie was seen
to land safely and run with his paracihute for cover. rHowerver, the
spot where he bailed out was infesteé with Germen anti-gireraft
units, and he wzs probably taken prisoner imuiediste ly. oday was
Arnistice Day, cut with the nmajorityof the personnel it passed un-
noticed. Large ¢onvoys of men cnd usteriel are still passing north-
ward turough Fomiglieno and icerru. Early this morning a huge
navel convoy of 50 or 60 ships steeued into l.aples ..arbor, which
seems to be already crowded with boats. : :

12 In the only mission flown today, Lt. liznsen baf. ed a German JU-33,
and Lts. woeltz, Jox aml J.cClean, between theu, bagsoed another,
vhich reises our squadron score tc 14 plem s destroye d in flight,
vithout loss to our ovn syuadron. Tvielve of uore «/-190s raided
our airdroue todsy, droponing nuwierous anti-personrel bomts which
injured a few personnel, damagec a F-38 and a transport, and rid-
dled = few tents. Tliere was one of the raiders shot down by anti-
sircralt rire. The ralid ceme et Eritish tea time, ghd a lot of the
Zritish who man tiie ack-ackx on our field, failed to get the covers
bff the guns before tne ruiders were gone. Some of the bonbs
dropped uwre still lying on the f* €ld unexploded. "“here wus an air
alert tonight, but nothing huppened. The 525fh squadron lost an-
other 'pilot- today. ‘ g

‘13 One rission only todey. Its. Griffin and Gibson, who hd previously
gone to ‘‘unls to appear berore tire liedicdl Board preperetory to
going home, returned today, stating that the Hoard was of the opin-
ion they could fly another 10 or 15 missions before completing
their tour of duty. ) .

A4 It relned most of the day, and consequently no missions flovm.

15 Rain egain today and no nissions.' Lt. Chandler got back fron
Capri where he has visited a few da)s . :

16 Llts. (now Capt.) Dorris &nd Orr arrived back from Cairo. Capt.
Dorris hed a lot of strange tales to tell about Kenya Colony,
Khartoum, lion hunts, and eager and promiscuous vomen. iie stated
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that the pecople there were enthusiastic sbout the fci .uiericens
vho get wown tuere; that there is u unlted Stetes training con.and
light into this country whicin he believes to be weful only to
protect Fan puerican post-wer sir .coutes; thut the u. 5. sells

Cus to tre British in this 2rea for 10¢ » -allon, and buys it buck
Tor »1.70; that there zre hwe¢ nuuoers of idlitary vehicles and
wag troovs in the vicinity, and that the ihites who ere czlled into
service may suticly the English reguireuents by sehding a wag who
may be his versonzl servent, conseuuently there beim larice nw-bers
o young civilizns out of unifora.

20 .o gctivity Irom our field on the 17, 13 snd 19, on uweccount of rain.
»one gpain today for the saie Treason. there is a sew of =ud el11
rround us. ‘Llhe 525th zousdron end Croup ieadsusrters moved here
Trom werretelle. :

2zl otend down sgain todey on account or rain. Cur enlisted :en heve
a Tine clutb in one of the busement roouis of ow awartiuent, flush
with fine furniture that they broug.t with tihe.. froa carcellous,
3icily, and cowplete vilth up to date bar. t‘op Grice is in charge
of the club, vhich is exclusivelyfor enlistecd iien. ¢ had o tw ey
Ginner todey, with 21l the trimiings, including dressin; and ciblet
rravy, together uith puwpkin pie.

22 OUne nigsion of tvielve ships £lovm tcidy, ovouiing tiue wocizs o
teveccnia. LU, Wwillerd Je It today .0 asswile me'w responsibilit
e angpineering Citicer of the »3rd Croudp near Cepus.

23 l.o'migsicns riowvm itoday on nccount of rain.

2, OUre nission flown today in vud westher soith an overcast. At the
terget ot o. Pietro tae roruamtion found a hole in the cloucs end
in the process of going down were, jumped by Spitfires, resulting
in coumplete failure and part of tie ships bringing their ovoibs veck.

Yhanksgiving Vuy today, ond the oqyuedron hod turkey for «inner,
couplete with dressing. In the af'ternoon, Air kersnall Cunninghaem
visited tne Group end tslked to the pilois. 1.e stated thct the
27th & &oth groups had done & gramd job, iné that tiaey were to ve
co.uuended. Also, that the ground troops were stclemated and had to
now look to the Alr Corps to loosen up the erery, end that our
groups ‘were the 1iost valuable asset the forces had for tuis work.
iie steted that the Spitfires, who had up to now been the "prime
donnes" of the air would have to come down and do some bombving and
strafing, ond thet they were being processed Tor this vork in mis-
sions over Jugoslavia. lie turther conu.ented that there wvere to be

- 1000 four engine boubers in Italy by liarch 1st, and thet Gernmny
vies going to get 12,000 tons of bombs daily, and that the bombing
of Germany vwes not only to assist in cdestroying frow the present
7> up to 20:% of their war industry, but to discourzge any attempt
et warfure 25 years Irowm now.

N
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26 ‘There wes & heavy air reid in ijaples this evening. A nwber of tne
-Tellows were - in tovnm swiien it started ground six o'clock., The irac-
ers nede g red curtzin.in the =ky, und the shrgmel Tulling on ile
‘gone streets lookeé like firelliez. . Colonel who. Tlew from Joscia
to Cuserte t0ld thexm thet ¢ large plane Tilled with hipgh renkin ¢

Ger:en ofi'icers hed landed tiere. for re-fueling, on thelir viey to
e conference, presuLicbly with Allied lewders. noosevelt, Churchill
ané Stelin sre renorted to be in Cziro ror o conference. rne onuad-
ron i'lew one wission today. ' )

28 rilots frox the 525ti: S uadron, wno were down ot l.omt ecovvino,
told us thet an LIE-210 landed tuere, wnd that the twou german pilots -
sterped out end told the pnersonnel at tie field tnat tihey could haw '
the plene - that ticy were tarougn with thie var. ‘the snn shone a1l
day todey for the first tine in Liaay days. Ywo outstzauing wisclons
were flovm todey, doing terrific dei.age to t he enewy. Lt. Yennell
coue hone with flax holec in his wing, ana Lt. MeClintock rlew
through & high tension telepnore line, dwatieging tue spinner and
vings of nis plune, recuiring it to be taken to thne service syucd-
ron for repuirs. '

On the only mission flown, it. wright ot lost in vud weather wnd

£innlily lended his plene at a suoll prussy Tield nesr Zena ventc.

e lended safely. The plane 'will probebly be grounced tiere for

cowe tine. we just got woré that Lt. :iill, vwho went houe a few -
wee¥.s ago, is to be married on Decerber Lih. :

Ny
h(s}

30 Another highly successful mission ves 1rlovn today in supporti of LkLe
rround troops that heve leen s telenuted not for frow Venutro, open-
ing whet appears to be a deteruined drive on Roune. lany of the
ren in the sgugdron have spent 2 good deal of tiwe in ligdles the
past month, und tell strunge tiles about tlLe piaucc. vhe nost col- -
ron cowpleint is that the Italiars percist in upping prices, kunow-
inr; the willingness of the Awerican soldier to spend. uadles ap-
nears t0 be an unicue city in many respects. The viomen seemn LO be
uncouscious of uny sex morelity, and hundreds of moppets gné old
aind micéle eged men constently approesch the soldiers soliciting
busine ss for a."signorinna". Smell brothels ure to ve found all
over town. Singulerly encugh, our scuadron has had but one case
of veneresl disease since we nave veen in Itely, which speaks highly
of our men. One can see anytning on the liegpoliten balconies fron
crovling bambinos to chickens and the people have a novel dellivery
system, lowering baskets on ropes to the streets below, where they
nake suall purchases froa street vendors. Caomeos, fountain pens,
highly colored becspresds end dictioneries have teaken the vlace of -
lesther waollets which we found -in Africa. ..cny fatalitiec tuke
place on the streets of naples due to the heavy truffic. <The peo-
ple still seem to be underfed, and sill walk around with practically
nothing on in the coldest of weather. The airdrome is a sea of nud.

.
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Une :ission was i'lown arier seversl auys of inuc.ivity. 1o Ddiwenes
took part in eid of ~round v roops, bonuins: and strulfineg eneay trooD
concentrations snd un eumplzcelents nesr .occa, +tuly. shere nzve
veen rwaors ol civases in tne group ami tie vsrioug sauadrons.

()

Jvwo ipissions sviere flown in aid of sround troovs who zie uwing a
deterained puzh in the Venu.ro zrea, wiere there has veen w stule-
wute for some Tiwe cue 1o nud o bud wenther znd serihens tne =ddear-
gnce of lerzer concentrations or eneny .uzteriel ond personnel on
this so-c:lled "witt er rrontv. Col. Yenecey rarrsnt, nporulzr Lroubd
Executive Ofticer, wes trancsferrcd to the &4th rihter .in todey,
while on lesave iun vairo, ralsin- considerable speculction as to
future policy and scrsonnel of the group and tae sauadrons.

N

3 <ol. iovert v. Pgul, nroup cowunding oivlcer, wus transierred to
the A1 Alr oupport vouuuznd, cein; succeeded by Lt. Col. siarold =.
Korahl. Ure two plane mission wee flown by Lt. Yannell ond Cabt.
Jdor-is on an grmed rew nnaisence wission rear Cassino.: Lt. Yannell
caxe back with flex in his plane. 1he vieather continues to be voor
end the fleld continues Lo ve uddy.

4 .0 missions trlown toduy on account of bad weather. d4here ore the
usucl Tirst of the .aonth »oXer nm bleck jack gawes going on in the
areu with ¢ lot of woney changlin; .ands. after about a wveek, nost
o' tle pleyers cre elimirmted an the woney is concentrazted dovm
into © few hends. Hoosevelt enmi Churchill are zeid to be in Cgiro
for & conference. 1t is also reported tist Von itibbentrop ias flowa
tnere. Col. Kofghl tooll over coxuand of the Uroup. Our oun co.r.cnd-
ing ofiicer, laj. Glenn a. Stell, who has counsnded since v.e viere
at worba, ‘unisia, africa, of'ter the death of Cupt. Aerinald V. win-
ter on July 10th, 1943, hes been trunsferred to the Group sm vill
act es Uperations Urficer. HKaj. ilarsh, formerly a pilot of the
527th sguadron, and ‘possessor of the Distin;uished rlying Cross, hns
been nawed suj. uovtell's successor. w.0st of the vilots alreedy know
himand he seeus to be well resdected in the Squedron.

5 <he nroup officers nad & berty at the hotel in seplcs, in honor of
vol. Fagul and vol. Kofahl. Lts. rite, Forster end reebe wire as-
sirned to the oguadrone. 'Two missions were flown toduy, one of which
wes drorping tood vo strended troops on & hill near tle front line.

6 ‘'‘nree nissions dropping food tolrontline troops vere flowd today.

"~ The Group held its rirst opeciel Courts smertiel sime it was organ-
ized, today, in the ufficer's wess unpll of our sqguadron. Lt. Col.

KoTehl, who was rresident of the Court iurtiel, was discualifiied

since he had becowe cvousnding ofricer o the Group, em therefore,

the reviewing vuthority, and he was substituted by muj. Charles

vaucalidy. . ] . .
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