& CALPALGNO: Operations continued over italy, otinerwise no gadi-
: tions.

£o CULLnisDILG OreICErs il 1atORTANT shGaUEuillo: No edditions.

ve LUooco AN aLQIUN:

1. 1st. Lt. sobert v. Lundberg, balled out mast of dore, 1tely,
11 sovember lv¥L3, seen to land sarely and run Irom plane.

ne sripeds wial Bave VISTInGUISHiE) ThasSalvac 1iv ACLIUL.

1. vapt. lichael r. Yannell, who completea his tour of duty con-
sisting of <0 combst missions, on & weceumber 1943, tne Tirst a-36A
pilot to complete his tour of duty, wes everdea the Listinguished r1ly-
ing Cross personelly by ueneral denry arnold, et romiglieno airdroue,
italy, in the presence of group and Squadron orricers, eand Uenerals
spaatz, vannon end nouse, alter a brillient rlying cereer, witg two
enexy eircraft victories to his creait.

2. lst. Lt. Robert v. rrisvey, who was avcrded the wistinguisned
rlying oross for bravery aucd achieveuent n aerial flight.

3. . Lt. alfrea r. Bolch, awardea the rwurple neurt 1or injur-
ies sufte..a while on combat mission.

L. 1lst. Lt. Hobert r. Hood, ewarded a cluster to the rsurple
teert, for auditional injury while in line of duty.

5, 1st. Lt. Kaurice W. Grifrin, corpleted sU missions am Aais
tour of duty.

L. ist. &t. walter L.Gibson, conpleted ¢0 missions &nd Lis tour
of duty. ’
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DAY

1

EVedis

Under a policy of sllowing the 1men & few days off, many of them
have been going to Maples end Capri. The boet leaves for Capri on
iomays, wedBsdeys and ~ridays at 6:30 A... 8.d returns the couwe
afternoon. It is a szpll ltalian rishing crof't. The men rind
Capri pretty much as gdvertised - untoucled by the viar, im:scuiate-
ly clean andé & happy contrast to whet tiuey iiave seen of other
ltalien villeges and cities. verious coumands have tuken over the

. better hotels and there sre several rest caups on Cepri. oGur

N

squadron rsn twvo missions today. Ileples was heavily Loa:vea in ihe
evening ond irox our =partitent in Ponmiglisno, it appeared thet
hegvy dauage vas done. e vere able to see a nuubér o the Gerwuan
planes in the secrehlight cones, and tihe curtain of flak that was
sent up seened to indicate direct hits on one or tvwo orf tie planes.
we were later told that tuaere were tlree dovned. Lartie orange
flushes of I'iaue upvesred to be direct hits by the neruian boLbs

on elmiunition durnps or oil tankers .in the hervor. ‘YThere are nwuer-

¢3

ous voats of ell kinGs in ..:ples, which seell to be poorly disversed.

The tovn is getting baclk to normal, -ad the peodle lhave coue back
and the streets are crowded.

Lt. Fercuson left today for Yunis where he will zppear before the

liedical Board for an order 1o 0 back to the stetes. Lts. mprice
and i.cKendrick left for the rest. caup at Faleruo, oicily. One unis-

. sion of twelve ships was flowvn today. we ere getting short on

plenes ermd at the present rate of pilwnes going out of service for
one reason or anotiaer it should notl be long befoure the suuadrons
will be inoperational for lack or planes.

Lts. Hedrick, Lane, iiill &nd Kless left ror Tunis egnd the stestes
today. On a mission iforth of Rome, the boys barely ot buek to
bace tafe, on account of leck of fuel. Lt. Williams ran out of
cas before he arrived at t he runway and was forced to belly land
at the ¥-40 rield (324th Gp) at Cercola, two or tlree miles fronm

“here. Lt. Rice, on landing from the mission, nasSed his plene over
" &0 that we now have two fewer plenes to operate with.

Only one mission today. Gretclen and Sue, the two Red gross girls,
were our guests at dinner tonight. Lt. Reid cane home fram the -
riission with a flek hole in his right flap. Our ovm troops fired
on the flight, undoudtedly by mistake.

Only one nission again today. One of owr planes cuwe home 3ith
cal. 50 holes in the wing . The Ar.y Ordnance Department finisned
clearing the buttqrriy bombs from our field. They would gather

40 or 50 in a pile, put sandbags around tlem and detonate t hem with.

an electric charge, which made an explosion and noise about as
intense as an exploding 500 pound bomb. At night there was another
heavy raid by the Germans on Naples. Some of the Gernan vlanes
buxzed over our own field and dropped three boubs with dela d ac-
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+ion fuses on the north end of our eirfield. Cur ordm nce ofiicer
removed them, and there werc no casualties. Yhe concussion fron
the felling bombs ‘in Wenles could eacily ve felt here, six or seven
miles away. ‘Q‘'he big zuns neer ow apartment shot et the Cerman
roiders nuwuerous times, ané mnde considerable noice. These air
raids seen to be terrificslly fiightening to the natives viho cet
in eir reid shelters prouptly. About halfl of ow own ren taxe
shelter and the other half stand outside and wetch the firevorks.
leny don't even bother to put on their heliets. ' Occesicnelly one
can hear the stiray shrapnel whiz close by dwring tie se reids, but
thus far we huve had no injuries.

Two missions, both of which v.ere very successful, were run toduy.
The westher is continuously threatening. 7The getivities ud-on the
front secia to have bogged dovmn and our forces are not moving ahead
as ranidly as they were. Lany reports indicate that t he Germans
are noving a lot Zore pversonnel into lorthern and “entral Italy
for a deternined stend, including . lot of Goering's crack sfunzer
troops. :

Onc nission flown today, boabing wovements alonz tie Gaglizcno kiver.
Our enlisted men have an Italien photograrher in the basement of
our sprrtment, whom they keep busy developing their rilums. This
pctivity is more or less sub roaa and probably violative of the
censorship regulations, but most v the pictures the fellows tuke
are of a personal end non-wmilitsxy naotwe. The bhotogrepher tekes
fairly pood portraits and the LOys are busy getiing "shot" Tor
pictures to send home for Christmas. 4 few Christiias packages hove
elready started to arrive, and a lot of the men have pacied trink-
ets and presents for which they were generally overcharged by the
natives here, for mailing back hone. ’ .

The colors on the slopes o "Lt. Vesuvius ere changing ami stsrting
at the top it has taken on a darx brown hue, which is slowly moving
dowvn the erater into the velley below. Occasioncl dead leaves &aTe
folling from the trees, but there is no reel sign of winter here =s
yet, except the chilly mornings and some ground fog. The natives
still walk around barefoot. The road to and f rom Naples is crowded
with military vehicles, native trucks and hundreds oI native carts.
The native trucks are loaded with humen cargo to the point where
on® wonders how the axles and springs hold up.

Pwo missions flovm today. Due to the comparative inactivity of the
sqguadron on account of inclement weather, the enlisted.uen and ofri-
cers are taxing advantage of the lull to go to MNaples. The officers
may stay at the 86th Group hotel, which is the Albergo Lago liaggiore
yhere is no restriction on the place, and the officers who care to,
take Italien girls into the hotel ami stay all night with them.

Yhere is a shower in the hotel, and the rooms and linen are fairly
clean end acceptable. There has been some trouble in the cases ,
where some of the ofricers have left their bed partners in the worn-

A
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irgs and gome to the fields. ‘“hese girls wio gre left in tne rooms
insist 6n stealing the linen and other =rticles in the roons.

10 One rhubarg wission South of iome into trne center of Italy was
“ flovm todey, with rood results. ‘'he neotives are beginning to knock
itoles in the wire ferce urouud tne field. There nre colored t roovs.
stutioned et ell the gates, but this does not seel to do any ¢;ocod
in keeping the nutives out. ‘rhey insist on eetting into the field
w?ire they either beg or steal tin cuns, bo:ib covers, rasoline wund
oil. : :

11 ILt. Lundberg, on a mission South of xowe, hed his plene hit by
siizll ari.s fire, and he bailed out in enemy te.ritory. ie was seen
to land safely and run with his paracihute for cover. rHowerver, the
spot where he bailed out was infesteé with Germen anti-gireraft
units, and he wzs probably taken prisoner imuiediste ly. oday was
Arnistice Day, cut with the nmajorityof the personnel it passed un-
noticed. Large ¢onvoys of men cnd usteriel are still passing north-
ward turough Fomiglieno and icerru. Early this morning a huge
navel convoy of 50 or 60 ships steeued into l.aples ..arbor, which
seems to be already crowded with boats. : :

12 In the only mission flown today, Lt. liznsen baf. ed a German JU-33,
and Lts. woeltz, Jox aml J.cClean, between theu, bagsoed another,
vhich reises our squadron score tc 14 plem s destroye d in flight,
vithout loss to our ovn syuadron. Tvielve of uore «/-190s raided
our airdroue todsy, droponing nuwierous anti-personrel bomts which
injured a few personnel, damagec a F-38 and a transport, and rid-
dled = few tents. Tliere was one of the raiders shot down by anti-
sircralt rire. The ralid ceme et Eritish tea time, ghd a lot of the
Zritish who man tiie ack-ackx on our field, failed to get the covers
bff the guns before tne ruiders were gone. Some of the bonbs
dropped uwre still lying on the f* €ld unexploded. "“here wus an air
alert tonight, but nothing huppened. The 525fh squadron lost an-
other 'pilot- today. ‘ g

‘13 One rission only todey. Its. Griffin and Gibson, who hd previously
gone to ‘‘unls to appear berore tire liedicdl Board preperetory to
going home, returned today, stating that the Hoard was of the opin-
ion they could fly another 10 or 15 missions before completing
their tour of duty. ) .

A4 It relned most of the day, and consequently no missions flovm.

15 Rain egain today and no nissions.' Lt. Chandler got back fron
Capri where he has visited a few da)s . :

16 Llts. (now Capt.) Dorris &nd Orr arrived back from Cairo. Capt.
Dorris hed a lot of strange tales to tell about Kenya Colony,
Khartoum, lion hunts, and eager and promiscuous vomen. iie stated

-
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that the pecople there were enthusiastic sbout the fci .uiericens
vho get wown tuere; that there is u unlted Stetes training con.and
light into this country whicin he believes to be weful only to
protect Fan puerican post-wer sir .coutes; thut the u. 5. sells

Cus to tre British in this 2rea for 10¢ » -allon, and buys it buck
Tor »1.70; that there zre hwe¢ nuuoers of idlitary vehicles and
wag troovs in the vicinity, and that the ihites who ere czlled into
service may suticly the English reguireuents by sehding a wag who
may be his versonzl servent, conseuuently there beim larice nw-bers
o young civilizns out of unifora.

20 .o gctivity Irom our field on the 17, 13 snd 19, on uweccount of rain.
»one gpain today for the saie Treason. there is a sew of =ud el11
rround us. ‘Llhe 525th zousdron end Croup ieadsusrters moved here
Trom werretelle. :

2zl otend down sgain todey on account or rain. Cur enlisted :en heve
a Tine clutb in one of the busement roouis of ow awartiuent, flush
with fine furniture that they broug.t with tihe.. froa carcellous,
3icily, and cowplete vilth up to date bar. t‘op Grice is in charge
of the club, vhich is exclusivelyfor enlistecd iien. ¢ had o tw ey
Ginner todey, with 21l the trimiings, including dressin; and ciblet
rravy, together uith puwpkin pie.

22 OUne nigsion of tvielve ships £lovm tcidy, ovouiing tiue wocizs o
teveccnia. LU, Wwillerd Je It today .0 asswile me'w responsibilit
e angpineering Citicer of the »3rd Croudp near Cepus.

23 l.o'migsicns riowvm itoday on nccount of rain.

2, OUre nission flown today in vud westher soith an overcast. At the
terget ot o. Pietro tae roruamtion found a hole in the cloucs end
in the process of going down were, jumped by Spitfires, resulting
in coumplete failure and part of tie ships bringing their ovoibs veck.

Yhanksgiving Vuy today, ond the oqyuedron hod turkey for «inner,
couplete with dressing. In the af'ternoon, Air kersnall Cunninghaem
visited tne Group end tslked to the pilois. 1.e stated thct the
27th & &oth groups had done & gramd job, iné that tiaey were to ve
co.uuended. Also, that the ground troops were stclemated and had to
now look to the Alr Corps to loosen up the erery, end that our
groups ‘were the 1iost valuable asset the forces had for tuis work.
iie steted that the Spitfires, who had up to now been the "prime
donnes" of the air would have to come down and do some bombving and
strafing, ond thet they were being processed Tor this vork in mis-
sions over Jugoslavia. lie turther conu.ented that there wvere to be

- 1000 four engine boubers in Italy by liarch 1st, and thet Gernmny
vies going to get 12,000 tons of bombs daily, and that the bombing
of Germany vwes not only to assist in cdestroying frow the present
7> up to 20:% of their war industry, but to discourzge any attempt
et warfure 25 years Irowm now.

N
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26 ‘There wes & heavy air reid in ijaples this evening. A nwber of tne
-Tellows were - in tovnm swiien it started ground six o'clock., The irac-
ers nede g red curtzin.in the =ky, und the shrgmel Tulling on ile
‘gone streets lookeé like firelliez. . Colonel who. Tlew from Joscia
to Cuserte t0ld thexm thet ¢ large plane Tilled with hipgh renkin ¢

Ger:en ofi'icers hed landed tiere. for re-fueling, on thelir viey to
e conference, presuLicbly with Allied lewders. noosevelt, Churchill
ané Stelin sre renorted to be in Cziro ror o conference. rne onuad-
ron i'lew one wission today. ' )

28 rilots frox the 525ti: S uadron, wno were down ot l.omt ecovvino,
told us thet an LIE-210 landed tuere, wnd that the twou german pilots -
sterped out end told the pnersonnel at tie field tnat tihey could haw '
the plene - that ticy were tarougn with thie var. ‘the snn shone a1l
day todey for the first tine in Liaay days. Ywo outstzauing wisclons
were flovm todey, doing terrific dei.age to t he enewy. Lt. Yennell
coue hone with flax holec in his wing, ana Lt. MeClintock rlew
through & high tension telepnore line, dwatieging tue spinner and
vings of nis plune, recuiring it to be taken to thne service syucd-
ron for repuirs. '

On the only mission flown, it. wright ot lost in vud weather wnd

£innlily lended his plene at a suoll prussy Tield nesr Zena ventc.

e lended safely. The plane 'will probebly be grounced tiere for

cowe tine. we just got woré that Lt. :iill, vwho went houe a few -
wee¥.s ago, is to be married on Decerber Lih. :

Ny
h(s}

30 Another highly successful mission ves 1rlovn today in supporti of LkLe
rround troops that heve leen s telenuted not for frow Venutro, open-
ing whet appears to be a deteruined drive on Roune. lany of the
ren in the sgugdron have spent 2 good deal of tiwe in ligdles the
past month, und tell strunge tiles about tlLe piaucc. vhe nost col- -
ron cowpleint is that the Italiars percist in upping prices, kunow-
inr; the willingness of the Awerican soldier to spend. uadles ap-
nears t0 be an unicue city in many respects. The viomen seemn LO be
uncouscious of uny sex morelity, and hundreds of moppets gné old
aind micéle eged men constently approesch the soldiers soliciting
busine ss for a."signorinna". Smell brothels ure to ve found all
over town. Singulerly encugh, our scuadron has had but one case
of veneresl disease since we nave veen in Itely, which speaks highly
of our men. One can see anytning on the liegpoliten balconies fron
crovling bambinos to chickens and the people have a novel dellivery
system, lowering baskets on ropes to the streets below, where they
nake suall purchases froa street vendors. Caomeos, fountain pens,
highly colored becspresds end dictioneries have teaken the vlace of -
lesther waollets which we found -in Africa. ..cny fatalitiec tuke
place on the streets of naples due to the heavy truffic. <The peo-
ple still seem to be underfed, and sill walk around with practically
nothing on in the coldest of weather. The airdrome is a sea of nud.

.
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Une :ission was i'lown arier seversl auys of inuc.ivity. 1o Ddiwenes
took part in eid of ~round v roops, bonuins: and strulfineg eneay trooD
concentrations snd un eumplzcelents nesr .occa, +tuly. shere nzve
veen rwaors ol civases in tne group ami tie vsrioug sauadrons.

()

Jvwo ipissions sviere flown in aid of sround troovs who zie uwing a
deterained puzh in the Venu.ro zrea, wiere there has veen w stule-
wute for some Tiwe cue 1o nud o bud wenther znd serihens tne =ddear-
gnce of lerzer concentrations or eneny .uzteriel ond personnel on
this so-c:lled "witt er rrontv. Col. Yenecey rarrsnt, nporulzr Lroubd
Executive Ofticer, wes trancsferrcd to the &4th rihter .in todey,
while on lesave iun vairo, ralsin- considerable speculction as to
future policy and scrsonnel of the group and tae sauadrons.

N

3 <ol. iovert v. Pgul, nroup cowunding oivlcer, wus transierred to
the A1 Alr oupport vouuuznd, cein; succeeded by Lt. Col. siarold =.
Korahl. Ure two plane mission wee flown by Lt. Yannell ond Cabt.
Jdor-is on an grmed rew nnaisence wission rear Cassino.: Lt. Yannell
caxe back with flex in his plane. 1he vieather continues to be voor
end the fleld continues Lo ve uddy.

4 .0 missions trlown toduy on account of bad weather. d4here ore the
usucl Tirst of the .aonth »oXer nm bleck jack gawes going on in the
areu with ¢ lot of woney changlin; .ands. after about a wveek, nost
o' tle pleyers cre elimirmted an the woney is concentrazted dovm
into © few hends. Hoosevelt enmi Churchill are zeid to be in Cgiro
for & conference. 1t is also reported tist Von itibbentrop ias flowa
tnere. Col. Kofghl tooll over coxuand of the Uroup. Our oun co.r.cnd-
ing ofiicer, laj. Glenn a. Stell, who has counsnded since v.e viere
at worba, ‘unisia, africa, of'ter the death of Cupt. Aerinald V. win-
ter on July 10th, 1943, hes been trunsferred to the Group sm vill
act es Uperations Urficer. HKaj. ilarsh, formerly a pilot of the
527th sguadron, and ‘possessor of the Distin;uished rlying Cross, hns
been nawed suj. uovtell's successor. w.0st of the vilots alreedy know
himand he seeus to be well resdected in the Squedron.

5 <he nroup officers nad & berty at the hotel in seplcs, in honor of
vol. Fagul and vol. Kofahl. Lts. rite, Forster end reebe wire as-
sirned to the oguadrone. 'Two missions were flown toduy, one of which
wes drorping tood vo strended troops on & hill near tle front line.

6 ‘'‘nree nissions dropping food tolrontline troops vere flowd today.

"~ The Group held its rirst opeciel Courts smertiel sime it was organ-
ized, today, in the ufficer's wess unpll of our sqguadron. Lt. Col.

KoTehl, who was rresident of the Court iurtiel, was discualifiied

since he had becowe cvousnding ofricer o the Group, em therefore,

the reviewing vuthority, and he was substituted by muj. Charles

vaucalidy. . ] . .
"RESTRICTFD WP ' ‘
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7 uz-.-o.rooc ;:issions‘flovm r.oriuy_,_urnp_.)iu;. foou w struncded L1r0ODS
~z wiles wesy of wipnano, on which missious tne writer wenl us ou~
serber in the redio compartment. s third mission bowbed vivite-
veechic.

13 it. sunn trzaslerred fros the 3cuadren. wzjor hereh, ot the @
meeting of e sSuuodron, voriclly it roduced hi:p ell us tie & w cou-
ender. Lt. Yannell flew his ¢Oph izlssion toduy, bein: the first
pilot of en A-36A type zircrart to imve coubletea his tour of duty
in sny tnestre. Yhere wes zn 2ir wlert in ..cples ena soiiinlieno.

9 ™o umissions flowm today, one b.ing excuptio.ully eriective, in
.nich ruilroud curs, trucks, ¢un &uplnceicnis, supwly duwa, Lish -
tensivn line, radio stelions ~nd concldersdle personnel aestroied.

10 Generasls arnold, Swszatz, uouse, cunnon &nd otners icde « sneclal
trip 1o romiglieno toduy lor the pwrpose of decornting Lt. idchuel
r. Yunneil it the wistinguis.cc Flying Cross. rne writer vwus ar-
rested in w:-ples ror heving his hemi in his pocket, the =use zectia
tirhtening up on militury ciscipline in thzt city. :

11 40 nissioans 1lown toccy, one bringins its entire boublocd vack O
account of tz¢ veatner. whe wvesther nas vecoue. incressingly ccléd
end nas .ade it airiricult for o'r gfrouna personnel workinz ountle
planes. <ach morning .Qlen T he .;en o to .ork, lires cun oe sell
cll over tne girdrome vhere Lie .ien huve built cwesoline rires to
provide so.e derree of wermth. Sowe 0r the £ ellows wnnufe to brew
p little cofree in the mornings on the line. dt ie diriicult vo
ret coal in this vicinity, v itn t ne result thot esch mornin.. sees
sore of the ground officers or Lgn or the pilots vielding un ex
on t ree sTu.ps or ocozrds to provide I'vel Tor the G.I. stoves ue
heve in tie tents oa the lirme . -

12 4 mission designed for vivitavechia nad to reiurn eerly ol accoum
of bad weather. <he V end VII aruies hzve moved but litile the
vast tvio months and continue to nolé their present positions upalnst
increcsing Gerzan resistunce.

13 Gne successiul niszion f1own to vivitavecchia today. the sun has
finplly cterted to shine toawy and L he weather isgod..

14 ‘o aive bowbing aissions toduy, on one of which e vriter went in
the gxx radio compaTtuwent as ObDServer. vnree of the twelve plunes |
were hit by frluk. ‘he mission vies reported by the ground troops
as neving oeen hiphly successful. '

15 COre vombing mission at Sora, Itely, touuy. 4in the evening the
enlisted .en hed & party in the £.l.. ber, end hed severul young
women in i eatertain, including strip teacse, buthing under the
snowers und souwe degree of public intiuecy. L

‘ ‘-3».!'.l'»‘s.:r Wl ﬂv.-‘&‘iL




PR

.
-

~iiget 406 40. T Migvve 520 45 Be, CU £=5. UD., aJd.u. BZ0, WY,

..onth of Jecenber, 1l:;43. trenared by -rederic ees iLriod, veolein,

DAY

16

avalilo

it, verrels left or :ortn africs tousy, frou vhence ne will con-
tinye to t:e united ~tutes. whe wvriter, while wt <eri, suw the
sunken voests in oeri nerbor - 10 in 4ll, sunk by Geriizn plare s on
bec. 2nd, wvnich loss nus not us yet been reportec in tic vress @
redio. vivituavecciie s agin bo.uved tLoduy by our 5q:adion. “'nis
nes been & taryet so0 iTrecuently, Lhut our pilotz no lom:er recuire
zny uvrieiling oun taese issions. 4 three sndd couvoy s situcked
ena 1wo prodably desiroyed, wnen our pliois ouscrved toes to list
vadly, persounel ju.pin.s overvoxrd.

~he ofiicers und nen nuvé been ,eiting lelre huw.vers ol vhrist.ss

_ puckuges Irow noue. 0@ Tulu Out 1O ve Very huw.orous, coat.inins

1o

et
€
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lite suvers, <um, tootih brucnes wnd rauor uvlates, Lninss we agve
ned iR LuuLduice. wOw€ NLVe eVel recelved cuns of wpem, wnich is,
of’ course, the lzst struvw. U1t is reudiniscent of vie tise in ..er-
cellonsa, or uela, sicily, when our i.eil Urderly, vho slept umecer
an cluond iree, wauerce ne could reuch up ironz nic ted wné pick rin-
erndd ulaond nuts, vecedveu w lir’  prekere of alwonds frow his
w.ife in the United ~tute 8. .

w€ received vorce vocay of the discovery ol tie lrsi reazius nand
ihe pl=ne o' VUr Jor—er Co..whcing uiiicer, vidle st eincld <. win-
ter, NELr —uriilTuats, osicily. 1t vius furiic 2 r.porteu thet ue
414 DEea pr0J€Erly suarieu st . suitable ..orier pliceuw on uis [ TrVve.
vae alssion was Ilouk Lo ke Jor su zlore ol tot. wrocchilo, e
o efvective nilieXic LO..Lill ViW buc result.

Lt. Gririin rlew his SUth wission touwy, Thus compictliy; his. towr

of auty. e is tie second In the Jouadrou 1o coinigplete tae tour.

« Lalk wes civen Lo the rilots on cLnuTULE Liid € LCLLE. 1o insions
were flovn. 7The ren in the outiit ere still recelving Christlos
BECKLTES. ‘ .

'he ofi'icers were cullied into : iieetiny in wne evening 10 vote on
tre . uestion wuetuer tney wile . I'tvor o tue urour continuing the
nctel in seples, with o Lonthly fee of ,1.00 per ofricer, under the
condition that tiere would ve vowen periovically cxesained by the
group physician, avoiladle Tor any of the ol icers who cared to
netronize them. The vote was in fuvor of continuing tle hotel
under these cirauwasi:enCES.

Cur Suuegdron Lgr opened-tocay, in tie bese.ent of our edpartwent
puiiding with o gooé stock of liqguor, the roou btein:s goily aeco-
reted ror vhrict.us under the able cupervision of Lt. veebe. 3Gt.
wsnhey is the burtender. In the evening most of the wgupcron wert
10 ..zrigliano and scw-un excelient stesge show Ieyturing sumpurey
oorert =em his wife, w«ayo lethot. iio missions uccount of rein.

GORPIBES il
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2L :o missions today on eccount of ruin. 4 lot o the bLoys in the
sguadron did some hecvy drinking this giristes zve, sfha there
vips consicergble noise in and wround the builéings, and consider-
eble shooting of Tommy guns znd other .uns to celebrate.

Caristmes duy foumd the wjuadron celebrating with ¢ turkey din-
ner with ¢ll the triwsings. the mess hall wmd ofiicer's ness
were decorgted I'or tre occecion. Crme mission wius 1lovn Lut the
rlight vas uma ble to reach the target on wccount of the bzd
weather. : —

n
\h

26 ‘roops huve been prohibited from poing to .evles on sccount of

e vypnus epidemic. 4t. Griffin lef't for noue today ufter naving
coupleted his 80tn wission on December l%th, lvyLje. Lo w:issions
flovm on sccourt of bad wezther.

27 ‘'here vies & Treezing wind today. ‘ne wountulns to* the liorth asre
covered with snow. . lot of the percsonunel vent to tne ..uvies
:t the Church in rowigliasno 1o see "Cruzy source" fezturing Johnson
¢. Ulson. =~efore the show runy of the boys inflected cowdams aud
segiled them through the air, to the ewbcrrascient of one girl.
broucht to the show by one of the U.l.s. OUne missicn was r'lovn
to atine. Ituly. -

28 Lt. Gibson completed his SUth mirsion and his tour of auty today.
Ore nission todesy. Lt. ceebe's ship hit ty ¢ cuile, damegcing
his left wing und scoop.

2y muo micsions flown today.
30 One rdssion flown todey.

31 iiew Years &ve proved to be & noisy one I'or the Sguadron, and

' there vwas considerable criticism due to the fact tinet there was
a lot of freternizing between enlisted men and ofricers who iere
under the influence. ‘vhe big guns around hLere and in liaples
opened up to celebrate slew Years kve and it appesred like an air
raid. 1.0 one seezed to be able to cope with the situation-or

" . prevent the indiscrinimmte shooting. Cne nission vius flown but
the flight wus unable to reach the target on account of bad wea-
ther. liany of the boys in the syuadron had to be cer-ied to bed,
and .reny of thew missed the passing of the O&d Yesr and the entry
of 1944. Everybody hoped that the mew year would bring an end
to the conllict and ofier ithe long awaited opgortunity to return
to ‘the otetes and Coca Colas. : .




[¢ 0~ aa
-4
e /X
RESTRICTFR |
€26th Fighter-3o.ber Sguacren.
Cutlinz Histery Jen 44
sz2ocxxr."7
3! Auth cC
52€th 75 &g
%l Jan 44
Initisle
HEADQUAZTERS E246T< FIZHTER-BIMEEZR SQUADALYL,
865:'{ FI::‘T;.\"‘ ’:Eﬂ'q -——P' f.-- nOc _6y
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AG 3147
SUSJECT: Historical Records.
TCi Comznding Generel, XII Alr Supp'rt Crrmend, 4FC 374,

1. Outlinc History of the 526th Fighter~Eozber Squadron for the period 1

Jenuery 1544 to 1 Pebruery 1844,

8.
Bomber Group,

k.

Ce

d.
(1Y

f.

bombing type.

Present Design:tiont 526th izhver Sozber Squedror., 85th Fignter-

xzx air Support Coamrand.
Chenges in Org:nizstiont ilo chenges.
Strength, comtieeioned uné enlisted.
(1) Xonth of Januery 1644,
(a) At beginnings 46 officers, 220 E.M. secigned.
(b) let incresee: llone
(¢) et decresset § officers, 2 E.M.
(d) At end: 40 officers, 218 E.M. eeeigned.
Stetionst No changee.
Yovementss XNo changes.

Cempeigne: Continued Italian Campaign.

_Operations.

(1) Ceampeignt Continuing clnpnign in Itsly, consisting of combat
‘nisaionl by flighte or A-38A type aircrart, on dive-bombing, strefing, rhubardb and
psirol, particularly in close aupport of ground troops, and principally of dive-

(2) Nature of operctions: See Par. (1)
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SECREZ

_(5) Number'of wigsions ené sortiee Zor periods 355,
(4) Results or tne most importent missicno:

(a) Mission: 2 Jan &4 = 12z eircrul't a-3¢A iype, reeponcing
to en urgent request from ground cozzend, to bomb. ;un explmcements on reverse
slope or Mt. Chiala, Italy, which wes 1) a hszerdous enemy strong def-nsive point,
2) penstrable by bombing since ertillery hed beer unable to cielodge tre guns,

3) requiring close air support to grounc troops, 4, interrogetion ir-feceting that
practically ail boxbs struck the pinpoint terzet, cresting huge clouce o’ emoie
end silencing the gune.

(b) Miesion: & Jen 44 - 12 A-36. rircreft, recpo:di:¢ ic re-
guest from ground commend, boxzvzd end gtref=¢ gun smplecexente on Mt. Forchle,
Italy, which were 1) deadly impeciments to our gzreuund trcops' edv.rce, 2; lupen-
atreble 'by artillery, 3) requiring close eir susport, 4) the miesion Yeing highly
successful, effective and destructive, os evidenced by oificial cozmurent.on end
_congrutulutions from grouné forcet hesdjuertere received before tne fli nil re-
turnea to bese.

(c) Missiont 6 Jen 4% = 8 A=38A sircr.ft, re.p.nding to re-
quest froz ground command, bombed ernd etrarea snexy personnel _nd gun positions
at the base of M, Troechio, Ituly, which for weeks 1) hud been s desdly hazard
to ground forces which the latter hed been unesble to disloage with artillery or
ground troope, 3) reguiring close zir support of grounc personnel, 4) thie mie-
sion being outstsndingly succeserul, ceusing greet damsge ond destruction te
the enemy, evoking 5) high prelee orriciaily comzuniceted by grounc hesg usrters
gtating thet this mission wes "very efieci’ve".

. (@) Misuion: 7 Jar 44, 20 sorties of A=26A eircrest lown
on tnree missione during the day, in close support of tnd et urgent reguest or
ground troops in the Mt. Trocchio end &guino, It.ly, reg.on, where 1) edvsnces
¢f our troops had been slow for seversl monthe, the Sermens having dug in in uch 2)
2.snion that they could not be dislodged by grounc troope or wrtiliery, 3,requiring
assistance frum the pir corps in close support, 4) in which turee missiors tremend-
ous damage was done aund inestimeble essir.ance gziven to ground troops, evoxing
ofricial commendstion from ground hemdguarters in the following lenguege: "Clooe
support bombing tedey highly successful. Arxzy celipnted., Znemy c eusliies tw
days 150. Counter ett.czs todsy 8ll cucceesfully besten ofi.” .

: _ " (o) Miseiont 12 Jan 44, e A-36A nircreft, in response to
sdvice that Germen headyuarters vxieted in touwn o Villa Letins, Itely, una re-
questing close air support to destroy tnese heedquarters end the town, 1) this
target being of extreme importance due to its comzend post nature, 2) the toun pe-
ing smell :nd pear severasl excellemt cneckpointe, insuring sccurtey in bombing,

3) grouno forces aesiring & knock=-out in this srea, 4) tue whole town being ob-
soured by smoke and dust from 19 direct hite. '

() Mission: l4 Jen «+. B A-36A eircruft, responding to
a request for close air support by ground heezdquerters, bombed a pinpoint torget
peing the town of Picinisco, Italy, which 1) hed for a long time been a dangeroue
snexmy strong point extremely harraseing to our grouna troops, 2) the mission hav-
ing a high probabllity or success becsuse or terrain and check point adventeges,

. L e S
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4) t»e combing end str.ring being hipghly eleclive &s evidenced by en ofricisd
vietemant forwsrced by grounc hecdquarters st_ting thet there v.3 *noteble
sleckening or enemy preseure following rttsck", 5) indicating greet destruction
of enemy installations end personnel, both of which hed beer eitremely sctive
izsediate.y prior to be bombing sné strefing.

(g) Missiont 1§ Jan 4«. 12 a=354 tircreft, in responee ic
grounc headqusrters reguest to stteck importent town of Velletri, Itely, 1) a
highiy stretegic town in which many roads merge, neer tre Ancio beechheco which
wes to be occupied two deye lsier, 2) the town being ezeily se=n end =&sy to
find sroz tne sir, 3) the mission being in eia of the beecihesd invesion, 4)
the whole town being covered with smoke upd cust sfier tne boziing end struf-
ing, 5) csusing coneiderable demege to enexy comouniceticne and probebly ef-
fecting s roed block, assisting in preventing enemy movexzsnt to ine teecnne:d,
anc 5) deleying sctivity o2 the enemy in his reeistence to our invesion forces.

(h) Missiont 25 Jen &4. 8 A=3CA :ircr ', in response ‘o
reguest Jrom ground forces, to boxdb intereection et VYeiietri, Itely, 1) hichly
ctretegic enemy point due to its coxtunicetion center, neer t.uc anzie inveeion
becenheeé which hed been occupied by our fo.:s tnree days pricr, the 2) twon
being essily seen und eesy to finc from the eir, 5) this miesion being in close
cupport of the above zentioned invosion, 4) 16 tomts scoring direct hits on cr
neer the insersection in the =icéle o town, 4) csueing Quge cloude o. tl.ck
emoke Lo erice from the center of town, 5) crippling enexy trenesportation l'or
en unzetermined iength of time, preventing tne arrivsl of rein’orcescnis to the
enezy defensive stztions in ine beicnhent area.

he Commending oficers in impo:cent picsicns.

\1) ¥ajor John A. Hereh, C.l. led sgusdron il .t on miesicn
(b} ezove, mizsion (¢, sbove, miscion (r; coove, and (g, ebove. ‘

i. Loee~s in sctiont oflicere srd =men.

(1) Missiont 22 Jan &4, li: Lt. leftert W. Street, did not
return from £ bombing £nd roud reconneiserce migsicn ct Pzlesto ina, #nd from
Yslwontone to Cepreno, he heving lest bee: seen et epproxiz:t.ly 5=3456, couse
for frilurs to return unknown ~ c.rried &s niseing in wction.

(2) Missicnt 22 Jen 44, ¢nd it. 3erclc E. weleh, did not re-
turn from & tomting ond roed reconneisence mission =t Palestrine, und from
7Valmontone to Cepruno, he having been zeen to bail out sefely nerr Ferentino,
Itely, his plane creeching et G-3843, presumesbly erter being hit by enezy flek,
Lt. deleh being cerried ae missing in action.

(3) Miscioni 28 Jan 44, 2nd Lt. William .. Leep, cid nos re-
turn from a bombing miesion South of Lego Di 'emi znd road junctilion st Felcograna, .
Italy, ceuse for feilure to return unknown, ~ cerried a2 missing in action.

J+ Former und preeent membere who heve distinguished therselves in
sction. : .

(1) iiothing 2dditional to report.
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2. Inclosed ezre Wer Lisry, Se<th Fignter-Zomver Scgu.cron, for the
period 1 Jen 44 tco 1 Feb 44,

For the Commzrding (flicers -

E RS

Frederic H. Henrilod, Cszi.,
Intelligence Officer,

526 :"B Sq., 86 13:5) APCI 650.

Ipels
der Liary crig & cv
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EvENTS

A lot or the boys in the sguadron spent rost of the day nursing
headeches arter their celeoretion last right. +the heesdaches are
not as violent here in Itely as tiey vere in Africe, howvever, slnce
whet liguor there is - mostly cognac, veruouth, etc. is cénerelly
better than thut obteinable in Africa. the nutive Lltalisns ere
celebretihg todey as the big dey. 4wlere vwas a stend-dovn todey end
no rissions were flown. aost of the .officexrs, voth rilots end
cround officers, have had e week at tke Cponri rest caump, in con-
ecvion with & policy zdopted some tize ago. 1he liorgano-uvioperio
Hotel was recuisitioned for the AIIl ASC, sni 1s one of the nicest
hotels on the islund. <whe policy sdopted hes proven & f004d one,
since most of the officers returnirg Iron rest camp loor much bet-
ter then when they left.

1vo 12-plene rissions viere flown today in close support of ground
troops, in an eftort to destroy &n enemy strong point at lit. vhiaia.
soth missions were highly successfu.. +he weather is feirly good
tut quite cold, particulerly in the mornings. Lt. Gibson, after
naving completed nis tour cf duty - 80 missions - left for home
today.

une mission flown today to boud the reilroad yards &t volieferro.
~he noker sessions ure beginning to appear on t he scene egein, 8
sure sign that the boys huve g0V & .‘ttle extre monrey. woome of
then circulate emong the natives cad buy egis, potetoes end en OC-
cesional chicken. wost of the upertuents where we live eare eqcuip~-
ped vwith a v.I. stove, over which there 1is considerable cooking
done in between meals. The food et t he reguler mess has been con-
cistently good, but some of the orficers patronise the ufficers
less of the Llst oervice Group, which is just cround the corner.

yhere are either picture shows or stage shovis put on by the bpecial
services breach, at the church in romiglieno, or st the theatre

in karigliano, two or three times a week, so thet the fellows are
pot lacking in entertaincment. <the enlisted men's ber has shovn

a consistent profit, and gere rally speeking, it is run in &n or-
derly dignified menner. vard games of various kinds go on in the
uvfficer's oar each night, but there has been little or no drinking
sim e new Yeer's Eve. Une mission was flown today, which wes un-
successful on account of inclemert weether. -

Une very kmportant mission wes flovn todey, being a 12 blane bomb-
ing end straring mission to ut. Porchia, which has been e 8 tumbling
block for Allied advance in the Uassino Tegion for many vieeks.
sefore the boys landed their planes, the ground forces command had
called in with a highly corg ratulatory message. 4 nurber of our
pilots have been hospitalized with venereal disease. ‘here is
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an entire hosvital in the i.aples area which is reported to be de-
voted entirely to the treutment of soclal diseases, with a report-
ed 1500 patient turnover. srom all in icztions the diseese is more
virulent in this country thun el:cewhere, and rersists even with
trestment by sulpha drugs or penicillin. 3owe of our men heve been
recuired to remain hospituzlized for more then e Zonth

three highly successiul missions vere rlown today, two of the.. 1o
toe wt. mrocchlo area, whichb hes ulso teen 2 deeth trep for our
ground forces. Again the Arwy sent & concretulatory messzge for
+the work our squedron Gia in this erea. un one of these nissions,
capt. John Trapuen flew his 30th mission eni completed his tour

of duty. Un another of the missions, Lt. Patrick Greer complet d
his &0th mission.

woday wes one oI the busiest we have had since belng in Italy.
rour missions were flown, representin, 32 sortlies, in close sup-
port of ground troops who nave teen having cnd ere having & rough
time in the Uassino aree, where it has been elmost impossible to
dislodge the uermans. Xor the third com ecutive aay, our oqued-
ron received officlal coumendatioh frow the ground forces for
their good work 1n this area, in £he followim orridel words:
nClose support oombing todcy highly srccessful. Arnmy delighted.
Eneny casuelties two days 150. Counuv:r attacks today &ll success-
1ully beaten ofr1.*

Lt. Frederic . Trice, our mess officer since pecember, 1942, left:
todsy for the isle of Cepri, vherec he will take over new duties
assisting vept. Luyton, who has cherge of the rest ceup hotel and
meals Tor the oIl ASC. 1rice is on detached service but expects

to meke his transfer permenent later on. nis duties in the scued-
ron will be taken over by our rxecucive Oficer, Capt. Joseph r.
i.cGoldrick. Two wissions were flown today, one a voxbing mission
at the railroad yards at wivoli, and one a rhuberl mission north
of Rome.

Only one mission flowvm tolay - in close suprort of ground troops
ct Bt. cedro. <1he weether sppemrs to be closing in em it is
doubtful if there wali be flying weather tomorrow. une of our
enlisted wmen, Ripoli, has been sent back to the states on account
of a severe, recurrent malarial conditiom. iany of ihe men heve
had the jaundice, and pr. Murphy informs us that it is a mystery
what ceuses it. gevergl experts from the state s have attempted to
solve this mystery, without success.

there wes a stand-down today. <whe hotel in Nsples is creating
considerable concern in view of the fact that no asount of ceaution
seems to prevent some of the rellows Irom pecouing infected. the
girls thet hang esrouna the place are irresponsible and aanger of

S N ——




£y

1 | 4

oheet No. LbL. war Diery. 526 r-wv 5g., 80 x=5 Gp., aFC 650, K.Y.

zwonth of Jenuery, lYkLi. <srepared by Srederic i, nenfiod, ventein.

DAY

11

12

EVENIS |

infection does not seem to be eliminated oy periodic weekly ex-
eminetions. <there_is some talk of dispensing with this institu-
tion, especlally in view of tne fact that & typlus epidexmic hes
broken out axong the native population of waples. the inoccula-
tions of the men in the forces seem to have proved l00» erffective
with respect to this disease, and there are no reported cuses in
the army here. :

shere ves 8 stand-down eggain today on account of' tne inclelaent
weathner. <there has been considerable traffic on the roed past
romigliano, going both ways. 4t appeurs thet there is something
in the wir with respect to increased activity. Some of the units
in the Naples area have been guietly packing up and moving out.
ihere are many ovosts of gll kimls In Nabples harvor, but strengely
enough the vermans have either overlooked tnis tur or don't
wish to risk their airforce on it, since nzbples has/é&xderienced
an air raid for quite some tire. Life in weples itself, and the
surrounding towns is getting more and more back to norm:el and
larger crowds of tatives cun be seen on ali the streets. The
native carts on the road are somewnat of & droblem, ané present
not only e trafric hazerd, but a delayling element . ith respect

to the transportation of our men snd zZinteriuml up and cown the
roads. avertheless, the rzutinorities give the m tives complete
freedon of use of the highway... vurange pedalers ere all over,

es are peenut vendors. rrice, ere terrafically anigh, and infla-
tion hes taken place in this country. sthere is &an uncoatrollable
odeck market situution in this country, and with respect to this
phase, Allied Lilitury Government suthorities leve teen unable to
cope with the situation.

Une 12 plane mission flova today, to bowmo a small tovn, villa
Latina, in which germen headguaarters are reported. rilots re-
ported back thet most of the bowbs scored direct hits and thzt
the whole town was mantled with a thick clouc of black sioke and
dust. oStrict censorsuip regulations have been in etrect in this
ares for a period asting almost irom the time weo srrived at +o-
nigliano. the men can‘t say very zuch of gnything, which creates

. considerable comment, glves rise to many cuestions - but cuts

i3
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down on the amount of vwriting necessury to censor.

1wvio nnissions flown today, one an armed reconnaisence froa vas-
sino to yalmontone, the other a bombing mission to t he railroad
yards Southwest of Frosinone. Lt. Willianson's plane's engine
cut out on the takeofl and landed up in & ditch at the north

end of the runwgy - almost a total wreck. sortunately, Lt. w»il-
liemson had no greater injuries than some frayed nerves.

A 12 plane mission, vombing the towvn of Picimisco, was so effect-
ive today, as to draw another ofticial congratulatory response
rfrom the ground forces.




I T

Sheet 0. L5. war Yiary. 526 £-5 Sqg., 806 #-B. Gp., AP0 650, n.Y.

l.onth of Jgnuary, 1944. FPrepared by Frederic u. Henriod, Captain.

JaY
15

16

.17

18

RVELT

One & plane rciszion flown todey in support of :irounc iroops.
Tohere hes been considereble discussion zbout the deestn of one

of the e€nlisted men in tie Group, who apparently died from crys-
tallizetion of sulpha teblets ir ome oI the izidney trects, there
beinr considerabvle speculetion as to where responsivility ley.
tne investigetion resulted in nothing definite, and we heur now
of another and more extensive one to be had. A certuin emount
of politics, vhich exists in most units, secug to be :mixed up

in the afreir.

t.any of the fellows in the suuedron heve been twiing udvantaege

of the operas that have been playing in Naples. 4he Dperioruers
are not top-Tlight, but ere the best that could be rounded up
after the invesion and surrencer or itely. Tne stage settings

are amazingly good and compare favorzbly with eanything in the
3tetes. &n amusing incident st ledame sutterfly took place when
the pertormers, meking curtein call.. vere horrified when one

of the performers, a swall girl about 5 or 6 years of &age, gave
the Eascist salute instead of throwing theé usucl kiss to the
crowd. A couple of the girls who have been accomodating the boys
2t the hotel in naples, ceme out to the area todey and embarrassed
one or two of thex by thelr significant acquaintanceship and in-
tizacy. both tne officers and enlisted men hud e good tire viatch-
ing them end playing catch with ther. A3 & result of the young
ladies' words and actions, most everyone in tie gcuudron is going
ere going around chorusing wiakii eezy, baydy, you peestolifz"

Lt. Vesuvias has been erupting, and the red hot lava is trsiling
down the mountain on the side nearest our airfield. 1t presents
a pretty speciacie et night - 2lso a zood checkpoint ror Lernean
vombers should they decide to bomb iieples or our alrdrome. «sne
lest elert sounded in Kaples was or the 14th, when a Eew ack-ack
guns sounded off, out no planes apoeared.

One 12 plane mission took off today to bonb a road end bridge neer
Capistrello, with excellent results. Llt. Trice dropped in on us
fron Yapri, where he is now stationed, and proceeded to make us
all envious of his job, which carries with it a.deily menu of
steex, chicken - and all the good liquor one cun drink. The sun
is shining brightly today, end except for the date, it would eppesr
to be spring. At about 3:30 this morning, & Zritish operated A-20
with a crew of trour, just missed the apartment buildings and

"crashed with its bombs a short distance away, shaking the build-

ings and breaking many windows, sending smoke =nd flame skyward.
The crew could not be found or identified. wmejor 5tell, our for-
mer cowmanding oftricer, finished his 80th mission today, which

czlled for & celebration by many of us. sSome of wound up in
liaples in the midule of the night.
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rne 27th Group, which is the only other group in this thestre
vith A-36A "Invader" sircraft, noved onto our Tield toduy, tle
51st group, - an azerican flown gpitiire outfit - hevime =oved
out. ‘rhe hotel in liaples wus closed today because of the dis-
eese which had resulted from its use, or nisuse. uwhere is still
considerable typhus in seples, but many of us guess thet the
noff limits™ order to troops residiyg outside of uables was the
result of e police problen existing beczuse or tvhe thousands of
troops in town, and thzt the typhus excuse was sinply an ex-
planastion. BDesides, therc is definitely something in the air in
the way of tfuture action, and it appears that those who know
prefer to cleer the sgples area for sowethinz more importent tnen
buying trinkets, drinking and celebrating. OUur gjuadron flew
three missions todey on bombing and strafing missions to rigna-
taro, Velletrl and the road f'rom Arce to Aptina respectively.

An gir raid on Waples was rumored this uorning, but we saw ond
heerd no evidence of it lest night. . wy of the pilots khave been
going to Frettamasjgiore to visit the "Cnanger" control stetion,
where tebles, boaruas, tellers, plotters and other instruuents
and persons keep account of ell planes in the air througnout &
2, howr vigil. <vhe set-up is exazing and highly ef.iclent and
by zeans of & central tauble it is possible to follow & partic-
ular unit's flizht from its base to Jts target and back agcin.
1he control station is fed by nurerous radar stationes streteg-
fczlly locuted who constanlly repert in their observations.

~he Arericans operate the control station, and the oritish oper-
ete the xader stetions. oy means of a cathode ray tube end the
interposition of impuless electricelly sent out which bounce back
to the sending station,.on & screen, the operators of this in-
strunent through many months of experiem e, can, by looking at
the length end intensity of the impulses vhich appear as blurs
on the screen, determine almost exectly the number of planes

in e flight, the direction of flight, speed of flight end alti-
tude. d+hey ere even perfecting = system for accurately detern-
ining the type of aircraft which bounces back the imnulses on
the sensitive mechanism. <three of our enlisted men, chester
onith, Williem Lisaius end 4. J. jjilson, left today for the
united Stutes, having been chosen as the first ones to be re-
turned home under the rotetion system whereby one hall of one
per cent of the group personnel is to be returned to the steates
eech month.

Lt. Jumes i.. Orr end Lt. August L. 1oeltz botlhh finished their
tour of duty today and will leave shortly ror the stete s. Lt.
Hoeltz performed & spectacular buzz job on our tent area on i
line, flying @ very few feet above the tOps of the tents, as &
parting gesture. 1wo of the planes on one of two nissions
flown today, were hit by flak. Lt. Kelly, on the other mis- -
sion wes forced to land at iorcianese girdrome. in the after-
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noon we received tne Tull plan or the invasion to teke plece

et anzio end siettuno, oouth of some. Thls plen wes called
"Bhincle" cné wes expleined to the pilots in the afternoon. Iin
the evening, the plan wes Llkewise expleined to the enlisted ien
o' the ouuadroa, in compliance with the ecopted theory tnat the
ven should be sllowed to knecw the strutecy of the wer they ure
fignting end should be rede to feel thest they ere & nurt of it.
singularly enough, the writer believes thet the nztives sround
nere xnew ot the plau vefore we did, since some of them wvere
jabbering aubout ietituno e week ago. 4t 1is reminiscint of the
tirme in rarcellona, icily, when a oicillan women Ltivirmg on the
beach, told one of our pilots ten uays ocfore the event took
place, exactly where the invasion of Italy was to teke dlace &
the exact date upon which it would trenspire. JLnvariebly, how-
ever, »Jhen such people are questioned zbout their sowce ol in-
ror.stion, they state thut they iere.y hecrd it on the strect,
or thut their uncle told thexm zbout it. wunon being rressed nbout
tneir inforaant's name, they eitiier forget it or chanze tueir
story. «here have been iany ins-.uIc es L.uere €veld s neve iruns-
pired beyond the front line, where the natives had the inforna-
<ion concerning thew hours unu even Guys vel'ore even secret e s-
stges culie tarough the intelligence depertizent confirains the
evers s. Cne wonders how it gets ecross the lires, especially in
view. oI the fuct thut there is supvosed to be no telepdhcnic or
otner ¥ind of coimunicution. The iropevine cystex zrtonm the
retive poyuistion is one or the .ost czmazing focts of the var.

roday ves wD" Day for the "sShingle" invazion. 41t uroved tc Le

a day of diszster for our g:uadron. Lt. -mlsh vus seen to bail
out near cserentino, and Lit. street wus lest zeen newer 2 ciell
town \5-3456) further .orth ond wect. U the rexaining ten wiich
Gié return frowx the first mission, three of tlern vere dii, €d Yy
{lak holes. OCut of 3z planes vwhich took off today in the uroup,
14, were either lost or tude temporerily inoperaziional. 4 Ilyer
of tne 525tn wus clso lost durim the dasy. On the. second mission
of the duy, two wmore of our planes were hit by enemy fluk. 1the
landings of our navel and ground units at setituno heve been re-
vorted &s being extrenely successiul with very little opjosition.

pecause of the heavy inrodds the enemmycut in our plenes yesterdey
there wes no ectivity today in the Squadron. « British opereted
~-20 pirplane crashed in the residential section of romigllano
ecrly this wmorning killing ell four ol its crew and scutrerig
vreckage Tor hundreds of feet araund. The bPs in l.aples errested
severel hundred officers and men for presence in town without
pnsses or without sufricient reeson for being thcre. One cr tvoe
of our boys were detained until someone from the outfit went to
luvles to get then. the invesion is still reported as being
highly successful.

4wo English peeufighters vere dueged by our own flak last night
end are lying on the field wrecked. no missions flown today.
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25 ogt. Coldman died of spinal meningitis todey, ar'ter ¢ J or & dey
illness. ©mo micsionsrlown tocey in close support of ground
troops. & lot of the fellows who atvem ed tie Lovies vt iarig-
lieno tonignt were treated tc a displey ol enti-aircr.ft lire
wnile they were riding back to romigliaszo in the trucks, witr
woused lights. <he gir raid appeered to be on -edbles. Yne nat-
ives ere hnving & tough time with inflation. Potgtoes tuut cost
5 lire e kilo when we rirst ceme here, now cost 36 lire e xilo.
cof'fee costs ther. 20.00 a pound if they cen get it. It is ob-
tzinatle only through the black markets. averythine else is
compurable. .eny soldiers, particulerly the IEgroes, in this
sree, have been selling verious items to native black arket
werchants who resell the erticles at fabulous prices.

26 Lejor liarsh and Lt. williams both rinished their tour of dupy
todey. Speculgtion as to who will e our new contunding ulilcer
is of cour se running high. u1wo missions wele flowa in support
of grouné troops.

27 wosi of the fellows went to a stage show fealuring vick Nash, at
sariglieno tonight. uwo misslons were Tlown.

22 o more missions were flown todey. in one of whickh Lt. Leep ves
apperently killcd, his plane havirg been seen to hit the grognd,
counce tnd explode. where wes no visivle reeason 10T the gcci-
dent. <his havpened on a umission which the aIl ASC gave to the
ocuadron, ellowing the letier to choose the type and target ol
the mission. another plene in the flight siruck a telegruph wire
énd sllghtly denaged the plane.

29 Une micsion flown today, bombing reilroad stetion und troop con-
centretions neer aAlbano. The grouna forces have widened their
beachhead in the Anzio-Kettuno area, and there have veen winor
gains on the v Army front. Allied troops heve py-vassed vmssino.
wuny of the boys are gettimg short on cigarettes again. sore of
them huve been trading them for egps and other co.c:oditles.

30 4 roed block was effected in the only mission flown todey, in
the aree near the bombline in the invasion area. <the weather lms
continued to be wild for the past week.

31 awo nmissions flown todey, one which combed 1tri and the cther
'beinz; en armed reconnaisance north of rondi. <whe officers and
uen got paid today. wmaples is still ofr limits. the rest caup
at Caprl has been closed since sbout the 10th of the month on ac-
count of lack of water und the typhus threat. any sTench troops
ere seen eroum the uedles area, ana they have done a good job
in the 5. Elia erea lorth of vassino. ieany of the troops sta-
tionea 1n liaples were wmoved to smeller town like icerra during
the month on account of the epidemic and crowded conditions.
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be hanges In orgrnizatisn,

(1) Chergor in dariz- tiont oo,

- (2) Yiep wition of echelons or subordir:te urits: .nwe,

(3) hrnge of eovecnding of'fiocerss Cept. Ferry v, Lorrie re-
2lr.ced Major. John'¥. Harsh ss commnding ¢ floer of the [qadron on Pedbrusry Ath,
1904, purmnt to ordar deted 1 Fodruary 194h, ,

(A; Chengee of etnff ofTicerss Crpie tchert Y. ilood ropleced Snpte’
Harry i, Corris ~s S-). Operntiane crrieor. 4 Tobruary 191!5 - . :

"Ge Etrencth, co-nhol ned 2nd onl!-tod mon.

{1) Ronth o¢ Fobru-ry !0’15. _

(a) !t beginnings AO officers, 218 .M. nnxgnod. a s‘q

Ab) Yet increese: 2 officors, nil i ‘ N

{c) Mot docresse: None N

(d) At ondr A2 c!'ﬂocn. 215 I.X. nelmoé. : . N
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t;. Cprr-tinng.

{1) Snmprigns Italinn. FlDEN .,él_

{2, “mture »” oporrtionss cozb -t mlisslons by fiighia of 7 4ype
sirgrs®t, on diva=boading, -tr-.z‘in;. roubard and patrol, portieulnrly n close zupe
port of ground troope, »nd principally of dive-bcabin; Lype.

(%) "aber of miseicne and sortlee Zor poriod:

" (4] terults 97 2he mont lmportant aleslo.es

A . (n; Wisaicne: 3 Fob L41 twn 2 ;1 e alwrlons were “lowa in 1=
mret eolid oyoronsl, 2nvoring rosds betean Lhe two Losbhlinsa, in which many enay

" mator vechiclaos wera dentrosed :nd d:majad. 1, “hn a- oy ‘e myri ing troeps e sruio=
797t unde= oovar of %he aviressl, 2) tho probabl u:; o succossfully c‘.r.—,,'in;_ out
thano mierionn wos w=nll dus L= ¢tho b:d wo-lhor, ‘ut 5, :round £ reom. ¢ re gratly
srainted by destroying tre-apartatl n o Lhs woogy, h) govorzl of Lhe vehiclom burete
ing into flape, %, causing proat loes Ln the enasye. e Lriefl «f Lnf of tha ill
i fupnort Toarnd, he parations leetinp, NI -lr Lo 04 D woand ang Lhe Clr
“mapaet Jomtral wll alfared highly consritulabosy st:taneite far U .c pnozoaslishsonto.

_ (L), Azeiom 9 Peb 4y 8 =54 ireri’s Ulov in close tuppo:t
of jround forgeo in rerponsc > rejunet fro: the letler, Lo the wmoum siery eif ‘Monte=
creeing, nour Sassind, Itrly, 1, th: Germans havirg dug in tt this aemmotory hill
in such fashinn that our ,round lnross had boon unedlo Lo dislodge thexm for -mnny
woeke, 2) *he targad boing cusily visiblo and “‘ctinpiishobla, 3) pround Jorces hesd-
susrters resuiring tho destruotion of the eoay in thisc rron tefoare Lhe Lown of Ons=
#ino could be taken, 4) tha target deing covered with - fanliko pettor:n of bombs crue=
ing greot clouds of omacke to ariss all erownd the womsiery, ) c-us&ng groat lou to
the encay in parsonmal and equipmont, for which - chievoant high oificial praise was
reosivod fro3 the cosanding officor of jr-und troope of the ® rat l:7vlsion of tho
rirth rmy. .

{e) Missinns 13 Teb A4, I- s=344 airernft of tho -quadron, in
roaponee Lo an urpent roquest from pround forcee hendquarters, flew on a bosting and
sirafing atoclon tn the famous "Taciory” srem, near tarrocets, ltaly, vhore the Germ=
ans had successfully thrown out our own troops Lhnt hud 4cken Lthe ' rax, 2, this tare
pet boing nn isolnted gr-up of importnnt tulldingn in e wide ~pon nrea, 2) 1t being
highly important ¢ take this erea ps 1t w8 a key Lronaporiation, supply snd coamun=
iostione junction af tho enety, 4) the whole ¢rom belng cwerod by hifhly aceurite
prttern bowbing which observation indlosted /. osueed imonos cestruction Lo She enesy
nnd eased the tenelon on aur herd pressod rround troops. Le a sesult of this mission
the ¥10¢h Argre in congretulating our flisrs on the sucoecs of thle aisslon, wired im
' becrvers report stteck by twn waves lnvuder ¢ive~tombers et 1530 houre on Carroceto
vcry luccuw'ul. Al bmbl excopt two in 1.‘.11-50.

() Maslom 1% Teb 4h, 12 A—}& siraralt wore celled upon to
Yad the sarshalling yards in the South pert of ione, Italy, 1) vhero tho enemy had
boen and vas miing up trelns for Lransportoliion of men and onteriel south to. the
battle lineo, 2) the probadilities of a suzcomsful miseion boing good dus to the pood
wonther snd visibility, 5) the ground forces Seing hard preesed by the contimml flow
of troops ant supplics fram these yerds, 4) observation incdigsting that many of the.
osrs in the ynrda as vell os the traeks, vsre blown up, orippling %) & good portion
of the onexy s tnmpomnon rociliuu end shipmante initicuu from this polnt, -

b4

. : (o) Riuionol 19 reb ki, Two B-plnnc nissions were ‘ealled upon |
to bomb #nd sL=sfe enexy soncectrations of me snd meteriel and pune st pinpoint tar~

Zote sdjscent to the Anzlo beach hesd, in: roepcnu ta roqtmn mode by gro\nd Lforoes:

eommnd, 1) at. two polnu vhoro Ltho' eneay. Wes rox' &
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" daterminad asssult on our slresly hMﬂ: in this :ros, 2) the  rob=
sbilities of suocoses being highly d~ubtful édus to the pinpoim nrture of the tor ots -
tnd the highly esmouflrges positions of the enexy, 2)- 1% boing noooseary Lo knock out
those coneentrations to provent high ond umsual casualtics to our own troaps, &) the -

bowbs and bullete of wur pilots Cinding thoir morke with unerring acourtcy as evidenoed

hy o mesaage frou the ‘raz ~ir Suppest Control headquarters crylngs "idr econtributing -
mo:nificonlly towsrds smshing eneryy's savego thrust'! snd ane lrom the semo sourcy ofter
Lthe second m!sslon stiutingt *“vaeryiody here end st .crps are doll, ed with your work
-odsye Crest halp ta ground t-oops."* . '

h. Cawwrding atticest In fmdortant. 3 “plonsi Yone tu roport.

-

. Loeoes in -ctiomt cfTicore «né ‘men.

: (1) Micsinnt 5 Pob 174%, 2nd 1te <ililmg " Tokp cid not return Cro
plssion to “leterne 41 lom, % ving 1l-ei beon aean oawwhsre totveon thls eity ond the
Tyrhenlen Sew, osuse for fallure - raturn unimoim, rapnsiad «nd oorried na miseing
in sotion. Ho wam seen &{o bnil out o3 =beut ?-T1%6. . .

‘ (2) -Mleslons 6 Tob 1954, st 1%, '1fred 7 Doloh, did nol return froz
boadirg miseion to Clstorns éi “oma, heving lnst been soon so~wvhare near r-8339; be=
vxasn Jietarne and the sen, o-use Cor {-ilure t~ relurn un:o"wn, reportod .nd on~riod

es missing in aclion. : : .

- : (3) Ueslom 6 Peb 104, 13t L. “ibley { BI}) oid, d1d not return
fron bomting niseion to Cisternm ¢ “om, having bailed ot into the sem off tho Arxlo
‘bossh head, wheare it wao roported en illied cruiser, in silempling to rescue him, ran
$rto him, poeridly being the eause of hie de th which scaurred an this d.te. He s

" reported an-being killed 1n sotion. S , ‘ S ‘

o "{4) Mimsion: 8 Tob 1944, ind lt. (ilfred L. ‘eio-n, did not reiurn
‘from & patrol miselon noer Tibrice, Itnly (A=6015), he havirng been coen Lo be atinstod -
by on enewy fighter plane, it being uzdsternined whether ho successfully balled out
near gosat of loke “rxeeclano, or ‘nots ho being carried as alosing in sction.
: ~ (%) Mtesiont 8 Ped 1944, 2nd Lte tllen “ Ransan, did not return
from'e putrol aiesion nonr Pabrica, Itely (4=6015]), he huving bann seon Lo ball out
sucooseully necr tha ¥ost goost of lako Draccieno, Itsly, und land s-{oly, he being
 roported se bdoing missing in.action. S - : ..

. C Jo Pormor aed prisent memd-ra who have distinguiched theaselves. in actlon. '

. 1) Hothing edéditioml to ropori.
- 2e Imlocgd' sre Yar Diesry, 526’.!: r:iht.o:;-acnber cquadron, for the period 1 - -
*Pebruary 19%h to U¥ach 19H4.  ~ - . | L o :
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1 o misainns wers “loua Lolns. Lia. Irhas, HAMSEETELEYS BRCTRIRY FY IS B ¥/ IR
Captain and tre supporiing bright nw bars oizy. o.ior Rl wedhe s otier U
159 Caumnznding X2izer of the Traup somplaining shat iz dentil worke Our forces:
et the Anzio beach heed have been holding their own, but it is a tough battle.

2  Two missions, one recon esnd one designed to blow up an smxunition dump, were
flown today. Csptain ¥Willisms went to Neples to srrange for transportation
for himself and Major Harsh to go back to the States. Lt. Blackwell of the
527th Sqdn. was killed today, or lost over enemy torritory. We all heard thst
the American forces made their first landing on teriitory originally held by
the Japs in the .Marshell Islands, which is epparently the béginning of the long
trek over Jepanese territory to Tokyo.

3 There were 7 two-plane rhuberbd missions flown today. One of our men came home
with his plene shot upe The 525th end the 527tk esch lost & man in todsy's
activities. The weather was cloudy, and a pour dey for flying. We have had re-
ports of the Russisns trepping ten German divisioms in the Ukreine today. Our
Group reseived official congratulations from the Chief of Steff of the XII Alr
Support Command and the Alir Support Control for the fine work done today.

4 A stend-down was declared today on account of inclement weather. The Russians
have entered Estonia. There is bitter street Zighting in Cessino, which is &
tough nut to crack. Two enlisted men, Fermsn and Jones, were reduced to the
rank of srivete for having taken an ambulance yesterdey to Avellino and steying
all night without permission. Major Hersh end Captain Williams left for the
Stetes today. Capt. Dorris took over as Commanding Officer of the Squadronm,
Capt. Hood ss Operations Officer, and Lt. Luces ss Asst. Operations Officer.

5 Every day DO-3s land at our field and 1dad wounded soldiers from the fronmt and
tike them from the field hospital which is ‘2cated across the road from ow
field to the South, to Africa for further treatment. Tvo of our enlisted men,
Lessiter and Guise, were cut up in & knifing sffair on the electric train run-
ning from here to Naples, involving some natives. Nelther wes soriously in-
jured. Most of the Squadron went to Mariglaino to see Oagney in *Johnny Come
Lately® in the evening. One 8 men mission was flown tedey.

6 Today spellsd disaster for our Squadron. On a single nission Lo Cisterna di
Roma, Lts. Pox, Reid and 3olch faliled to return from the mission, Lt. Reid
wvas later picked up in the Mediterranean sea by a cruiser, which is reported
to have run into him while he was floeting in the water. There are only 16
planes Mt in the Squadron. A P-51 of the 111th Oben. Sq. vhich is stationed
on our field, crashed near the field, and the pilot was killed. Another was
killed in the 1llth todey, and we understand that they lost two more yesterday.
The 27th Group aleo lost a man today. Lt. Trice, our former mess officer, who
is Adjutant at Capri, was here to visit with us, and some of us accompanied him
to Major Vessell's Apt. in Naples, vhere Ernie Fyle is staying.

sEENy CONFIDENTIAL
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7 The S525th Sqdn. is traneferring thelr A-36s to our Sqdn and the 527th, end are
gotting P=-40s. It ip thought that this will tend to make the flying more uni-
form and regular, since there aren't enough Invaders to go round. We are suffer-
ing from mn sccute shortege of both plenes and pilots. A group of some 30 or 40
Prench anti-aircraft personnsl oame to our field today to examine and acquaint
themselves with our planes. One French captain displayed urusual abllity st
siroraft identification. One very successful mission flown today.

—

DAY

8 This was another basd day for our Sguadron. Prom ell the information we can get,
Lt. Mclean was shot down by a German plane, and Lt. Hansen btailed out success-
fully efter his plsne had been hit by enexy anti-airoreft fire - both neer Leke
Bracciano. "Roxie Hert® showed st the theatre st Marigliano today. There wes &
fairly thick coating of ice on the ground this morning and the weathsr has re-
mained quite cold. The boys on the Anzio beach head have suffered soms rather
discouraging reverses. This bad news is offset by that from Ruseis, where it is
reported that Nikopol wes captursd.

9 Todsy was a heavy day, five missions haviug been flown. 8 of our planes bombed
the slope of Montecassino, the hill on which the Benedictine monastery is located.
The boys had to fly low over the monastery snd drop their bombds in a glide bdomb
fashion. Several of them bounced ten or fifteen fest off the ground after land-
ing and burst in mldair, & new type of bombing never seen or heard of before.

*Two Paced Yoman' with Greta Garbo, wes enjoyed by most of the Squadron at the
theatre at Mariglianc. The Group receivse. an official communication from the
commanding officer of the First Divieio-; commending the excellent flying the
boys did today. A flight of 19 B-26s lended on our field lete in the aftsrnoonm,
after apparently being sent here for an emergency landing.

10 Two missions flown today. The weather is still cold, and one wonders how it ie
possible for the natives to oling like flies to the electric train that runs be-
tween here snd Naples, on these cold mornings. Nsples is still off limite to
troops outside the Neples area, presume’ly on sccount of the continuing typhus
epidemio. Our Squadron and Group, however, have been issued psrmanent passes and
are sllowed to go to Neples. The rest camp et Cepri ie still closed on account
of lack of water. Many of the fellows in the Squadron have taken edvantage of the
opportunity to visit M. Vesuvius, end have come home with lava souvenirs - aostly
ash trays with a coin imbedded in he bottom. The Officer's Bar and the Enlisted
Men's Bar are still functioning and being liberally patronized. The health end
morale of the officers and men in the Group are not nearly &s good as they were
four or five mcnths ago, when we were all more or less roughing it. Since we hit
Pomigliano, many have started drinking quite heavily, and have been comsorting with
the native women, and meny cases of venereal disease have cropped up., E,gs are
20¢ spiece but a lot of people still buy tham. There is still a lively trading
in cigsrettes, and considersble government property has changed hande in trading

with the natives. ) CONF!DF'\'T;A'

11 No missions today. A Colonel, A-5, came to the field today and asked eome quos-
tions, sat in on one of our interrogetions, and complimented us. Eech night, which
of lote has been unusually foggy, & blue=white searchlight ecroes the rosd from -
our field, sends & shaft of light straight up as a beason to Buaufighters and

other planes opersting at night. It presents a beautiful sight. Mae |
: . dont
tertained the boys with "The Weat's On® at Marigliamo. g o West eon-
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12 last night 1t snowed a very little, the firest time since wve have been here, 8l-
though there has been snow on the mounteins for s month or two. Mt., Vesuvius
is especially sttractive belching smoke out of what eppears to be a mound of
snow. Down in the velleys things are actuelly growing - cabbages and grain in
the £ield are green and seem to be turiving. Ve celebrated Lincoln's birthdey
with four missiona. Somebody in the Sgucdron celebrated it in another wey, by
breeking into the pantry, cresting some doubt as to the disposition of some
pork chops, and considerable compleining on the pert of the enlisted men. The
B-26s that flew in here have been operating from this base the past Tew deys,
being bombed up by our ordnance company.

13 More reverberstions sbout the pork chops of last night. An inventory indiceted
thet none werse taken, but there are & couple of nesty poems posted on the bul-
l1atin boerd written by an anomgymous writer in the Squadron. Incidentslly, the
poetry is as bad as the writer's snomymity. One zission was flown today to the
famous "Factory® area, near Carroceto, where the buildings heve changed hands
poveral times, and where the Americuns have stood in one part of a building
heaving hand grenades at Germans in anothur part of the building, and vice versa.
There were two air reids during the night and a lot of flak wes thrown up eround
Neples. A P40 nosed over and a B-26 crashed on the field today. There is & lot
of movement on the roads pointing to Cassino, and the Naples area 1s almost o
traffic jam of military vehicles. The taxicabs of Naples are smell Flats, all
of which took dilspidated and worn out. We have heard that Major Stell end ibe
others who left some time sgo are still #r_nded st Caseblance, end heven't
set sail for the states yet. On the "Ps-iory® mission, the following messege
was received: "Observere report attack by two waves Invader dive-bombers st
1530 hours on Cerroceto very suddessful. All bozbs except two in villege." This
1s s testimonial to the sccuracy of our pilots and planes, and a eomewhat defin-
ite contrediction to the English theory thet dive-boabing is obsolete and worth-
less.

14 Two highly succesaful missions flown to”xy. The pilots were given s lecture on
escape procedure. There is a huge C-54 on the field that ie reported to be
lately from America. It dwarfs e B-17. A stove blew up in the A-Flight tent and
burned the tent down. .

15 Two missions were flown today, one a bombing of Rome, which received considerable
publicity in the press and over the radio. The 527th Squadron loet three pilots
todey in three 2 plane rhubaerd missions. The evacuation hospitel ascross the road
from our field hes moved out, lock, stock end berrel, end is reported to have
moved into Neplee. The case of the "Purloined Porkloin® still gets considerable
attention, and after four enlisted men had been reduced to privates over the
affiir, on reconsideration, Capt. Dorris ghve them four days extra guard duty.

16 Our boys bombed Rome sgain today. On & second mission flown by our Squadron,
the target was completely missed, and we ere swesting out some kind of message,
fearing that the boys may have dropped their bombs on our own troops. It was a
close support target a few yards from our own troops, in the Carroceto area.

Chandler left for Capri today.
NITICAYT AL
CO’.‘.', !D S
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Cne mission wes flown todsy, efter which & eianddown wes decl-red. Mejor Eer-
rett and Sgt. Elliston went to Constentine, ~frice, todey, to ettend the air-
craft identificetion school. The rest camp has opened et Sapri.

Stenddown today on account of inclement weether. Major Home killed todsy(sec
Buttoe /%t J& Tta P ( ?‘, Gk Y, pear 1._),

Hed one mission today to the importent Cerroeeto ares, where our ground troops
have been teken a beating. The boys did e good job, and the following messsges
were received in congratuletion from the Air Laison Officert "Air contributing
megnificently towards smeshing enemy's savage thrust.' Exexxssipdxx From the
Asrmy Air Support Commands “Everybody here and at Corps are delighted with your
work todey. Great help to grownd troops.” We wers supposei to have hed &
standiown todsy on account of Major Home 's death and the decision to inmspest
all the planes. This stenddown wes to contimue till the 27th, but due to the
grevity of the situation on the Anzio beachheed, we were called back into serv-
ice immediately.

Two important missions flown today in aid of the Anzio beachhead crisls. Evi-
dence of ths essistence rendered by air power began to show when the boxbline,
which had moved perilously close to the sea, began to move bdack. Dootors Mur phy
and Anderson (formerly of %25th), end Capt. Dorris, went to Pnillipeville, ifrica,
to take Dr. Anderson, who was tronsferred. They later had to take him to Corsica,
where his group is stationed.

The heaviest ertillery of the entire vur has beon poured into our boys at Anzlo,
but en American counter-attack pushed the Germans back. Lt. Ci.andler arrived
beck fram Capri today. Our squadron flew two nissions, one huving to turn back
on secount of inclement weather. The other mission was only ons of two out of
7 or 8 during the dey which wers able to get into the Cerroceto aree.

Weshington's tirthdey, celebrated with one misslon. No one even mentioned Yash-
ington today, and probably 99% of the aen forgot it wes a holidey. From the
sppearonces on the highway, the activity at the airports, etc. there was no &p-
pearance of a holiday.

No missions during these two days on account of inclenent weather. Some of the
boys took adventage of the situation to go to Naples and other nearby towns and
get into some kind of trouble. Many czught up on their mail, and there Were many
poker games going on. Others felt that the best way to spend two days of ipac-
tivity was to be inactivity, and ss a result there was considerable frequenting
of bunks, which most of the enlisted men affectionately call "fart sacks". With
the passing of theso two days, mo one doubts but that there will be several cases
of V.D., and a short-arm inspection will no doudt result. The writer went A.¥W.O.L.

in a polite way, to Capri, on a civilian boat. The boys et Capri, who dre pre-
sunably "resting" will undoubtedly have to take & vacation rlylng thelir planes

in order to-rest up. Life on Capri is a joyful mixture, apperently, of good and
bad liquor, with adultery for a chaser. At least one Count has no odjestion to
farming his countess wife out to the highest bidder. Surprisiogly enough, how-
ever, with the apparently strenuous life that is led on this famed isle, the doys

sll look better when ready to go htozﬂmﬁk't{'_éﬂh\igo is 8s good as a rest,
TR Y
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Since the wiiter is at Capri today, and since prectically everyone in the Squadron
has teen or is going to be at Capri, it might be vsll to describe something of the
{slend and something of the 1ife of the average "restee”. The boat generally ar-
rives at about 4130 P.M., just in time, to teke your luzgage on & jeep end errive
et the Morgano-Tiberius or the Quisisama Eotel by 5. After discovering that this
is not one of the days when you can get hct water, s wash and a shave in cold water
refreshes ons for the ovening meal which comes at 6130. The sverage person visit-
ing Oapri is hardly in condition to eet the meal the first night, since drinking
starts a few minutes sfter arriving st the Hotel. However, should one stey sober
until efter dinner, he would find that the meals are wonderful, quite in contrast
16 those he has been sccustomed to. This starts him off feeling better immediately.
After wandering around & little sfter dinmer, he discovers that the girle that were
eating dinner in the dining room are actually hired to keep the boys amused and en-
tertained. The presumption is that their morals do not include intimacy, but merely
lend local color to what would be an othorwise ell-male dilexma. Rumors have 1t,
however, that these skirted hirelings have been xnown to indulge in more profound
szorous amiabilities than passing the time of day or pleying bridge. Elsewhere on
the island, efter a day or two of inquiry, one cen £ind equally as good-looking
young women whose scruples are not even preteni’ sus. All in ell, however, the
people and girls vho are natives of the island, have a high degree of morality.
It is the immigranmt who lends a touch of immorality to the fabled isle. The first
night generally winde up with a headache and several broken glasses. Next morning,
in sober reflection, the avercge "restee” takes osth that he and liguor nave parted
definitely and permanently. It tekes the einking of the sun into the western sea
to bring on the inevitable amnesis that afflicte these habitual oath-breakers, and
the everage is off in a cloud of dust es the clLndows deepen. Some noble souls
write & few letters home, which no doubt parziyze the home folke with the thought
thet their loving son hes been the victim of shell-shock or same other ail=ent
conducive 40 an unsteady hand., Hardier souls pick up & book now and then and
perfora the almost impossible fesd of reading half & page. Eech hotel has & pool
table, with cues that have no buffer ends. Cue chelk hss never been heard of in
the island. Everyvhere ere small ehpps, selling anything from buckskin shoelaces
to contraband Leica lenses. Prices have risen 500% = but so have the spirits of
the "restees® so that the inflation problem hes little to do with life on the is-
land except with respect to creniums the morning after. Long strolle cen be taken
down nerrow, cobble-stone lanes, with high s:one fences or buildings on either side.
Most everyons sees the ruins of Tiburius, where the famed old Emperor must have lost
many a mason to the rock sea below, his villa reaching out on the crags as cdosely
as possible to Vesuvius which smokes ten or fifteen miles to the North. Count
Oleno's villa daminstes another hill overlooking Piccola Marina, and the boarded
windows aro symbolic of the end that befell it's owner. Anaceprl ie on the western
pert of the island, where the Hotel Psradiso sells weak drinks for strong prices.
One - or maybe two - days out of the week, one can enjoy the luxury of a hot bsth.
Seven days float by quickly, end the boys leave their feminine scquaintences and
their doubtful liquor, end spend a sickening small boat trip back to Naples and
csptivity.

NI T
Leap Yeur onded with little or no proposing in tt&'?’q)utl\ix!;!u. o'i&e“pl“o\’ﬂapo the
proposel that we go home as quickly as possible. The weather contlimuss to be bad.
Fev missions have been flown the past few deys. The boys at Anzio are still getting
roughed up. Rumors about another invasion fly around. Many boats have landed in
Naples, and polished men and equipzent have disembarked, scsttering in all direc-
tions up the roads towerd the front. Our squadron still leads in missions & hours.
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Cutline History, l'srch 44,

YRAD  ULRTERS 5267H FIGHTER-BOIPIR STUADRCH
PETH FIGHT'R-BERR GPCUP, &.P,0, A5C, N.Y.

31 ¥arch 1°44

AG 314.7
SUBTFCT: Historieal Records,

TO Cor-andins Generel, I1I ir Suprort L~.nnd, A P.O, 37,

1 rutline History of the 526th Fighter-Borber Seuzdron for the deriod

-

1 l'erch to 1 Anril 1944,

n. Precent Desigmntion: 526th Fiphter-Bomber Souadron, F6th
Fighter-Borber Grour, ZII Ai~ Svnrort Command.
b. Changes ‘n oresnization.

(1) Chonpes in designation: None.

(2) Disncs*tion of echelons or suhordinnte vnits: Seme,
(3) Charpe cf cormandinpg of “icers: None,

(4) Ch~nges of staff officers: None,

c. Strength, co- issjoned and enl!uted men,
71) Month of ¥erch 1944. |

(a) At bertn-inn: L0 officers: 218 E.K. assigned,
(b) Ne* increase: 2 of ‘iecers; nil " "

(c) Net decrease: None. ,
‘d) At end: /> offcers- 21° LI, ascigned,

d, Stations: No chenege,
e, MNoverents: No chenre,

£, Cammnigns: Continued Italian Camnaifm,

RESTRICTED "
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() C-mmaiom: Italtaw, NTIAL

(2) YNeture of oprrati-ns: corhet mice ons hy fli~htr of A-3FL
tyve ni“er~"t, on Jive-b-mhing, strafinr, rhuherb snd =-trol, rarti culerly 4n
close supmart of rrovnd treops, and nrincirally of dive- hombins tyre. )

(3) Numwer af nicsions #nd sorties fo~ rerlod: PR3,

'7) Results of the most immorient miszions:

. (») Mis-3on, 7 Forch 4’: Trelve :-34" rircraft ealled upon
to homb X enrs on sidinc WY of Monterotondo, Itsly (F-"4 5}, 1) enemy veing
marshe’linF yards “e-e to rovte sup-lirs and -en to the tro Italisn “vonts., 2)
Te had pood chrnces of successfully comrletin~ this mis-‘on, 3' enno—ouslv ridine
our eround tr ~ovs strotecicslly thourh not i—edjntely. L) ¥is-irp =~ evcress-
f1:1, A 20-cer train movdin~ oat inst N of station ws destroved -nt direct hits
were scored on R° tracvs ~nd ui'ldin~s in and around the station, 5) eruring
~-~eat loss to ihe enemy ‘nasmuch a3 2t cost hinm meterinl as wel® as Interr nited
his sup 1y lines. ’

(%) Missson, © Merch 44: Twelve *=3FL ~Jrcraft onlled upon to
bemb X2 st tion »nd siding at Monterotondo (F-£4P5), 1) Fnemy beljeved t- be
sto-ine surrlies ‘n vrehouses here °c well ns using marchalli-- veords, ”) There
wes a pood rrob-hility of sucecess since our pIl-ts we e familiar with the “rrpet
end the werther wes pood, Jf successful the mis-ion rould relieve our front line
treops by demcing the same suprlies, com unications and replecements to the enenmy
on the front lines. 3) Direct hits were scored on two levre v~rehouses, erising
lewre ernlasions and mech heavy hlack smov~, Direct hits were el=0 scored on ®°
trecvs and ho- c-rs. One »o- e-r errloded, ~robably emvsins he~vv lesses of am u-

nition end fu-l to the enemy,

(¢) Mission, 15 ¥arch 44: Eieht A-3A% aire-aft c~lled wporn by
feornd forers to harh "Boston" sres at Cessino 1) vher~ our forces w~re deadl-ched
with the encmy, 2) this terret being easily dcfined from other possible targrts in
the srea, °) It wns e-senti-l to shnke the enemyv from th's position in order “or
our ground forces to advance into Crssino. 4) Thirteen direct terb hits were
cco~ed in the concentr«ted torget ere-, 5) comvletely de-olishin~ it,

(a) Li~ston, 23 Verch ALz Twelve A-3CA nircraft cslled upon to
dron emerrency rnti“ns snd suprlics to sore of our troovs ne-r Crssino (G-PA72C5).
1) I+ wes A3 cult or f-ponsitle for ground forces to sun ly these troors tui they
were unwilline ta withdraw the trocos, 2) There wrs » pood vrobahility ~f success
ns the pilste hnd done this tyve of work before and wrre vroficient at it. 3) Ac-
curacy was e-sential in order for troons to ret sun lies L) and 2° of the tnrnks
~c-¢ seen to 1°nd 4in the area ~nd men vere observed running to get them. &) Germ=ns
sent up rreen fl-res I of tarret in ef~ort to deceive our pilots hut this n-oved

unsucces~ful,

(«) Misston, 30 !hreh 44: Twelve 4-3f" afreraft colled uron to
homb AR hridre at A-744137 which was 1) on main line by which mete-iel =nd nen were
brought to the enemy. 2) Probability of success wns leraened Ly b~d weather, there
being sn .8 cloud cover nlmost to target ~nd severelv 1imited visibility. 3) Ground
forces would be greatly sided by this continuous intevrurtion of enemy sur—ly and
com-uni cntirns 1ines whieh would force the enemy to use a dwindling number of KT »nd
vesr out irreplacesble tires, 4) Direct hits knocked ovt N ~nd of bridge ~nd many
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waluahle obre—v-tions of enemy sctivity (e= ec =11y wet=e-n F-5°51 -nd F-2370)
wer- made, &) Front lire troovs felt effect of this and sim’lear mis=ions within

a few days.

h. Cormandine officerc in imporiant mis-ifons: None *~ rero-t,
1. Llosses in sction: officers and ren,

(1) Mieston, 13 ¥~rch 44: First Lt, DeF-rest L, Buchn n 2id not
retu~n from misri-n to RR embenkment three milec N of '*tirlinno, Italy, heving
been lest seen enpaming E A over this ares, Tt =»s wdrterrdined whether he b-jled
out or londed 4in enemy ter -itory snd h- ZIs earried as mi=sin- in action,

(2) ¥issinn, 13 March A4, Second Lt. James H, ‘mr-en did nnt ve-
turn from mfss’r~n to RR embsnkment three miles N of At*irliano, Ttely, heving heen
Inst seen enenmine E/A over this area, It was undetermined whether he “riled out
or l-nded in enery te-ritcry =nd he iz car-ied as rdssing in rction,

(3) Mission, 13 Merch 44: Second Lt, George A, Md-ch did not re-
turn from miss’on to RR erh-nkment three miles N of At*iglinne, Italy, h-vine been
last seen engneing T/A over this erea, It vas undetermined vhetrer he heiled ocut
or landed in enemy territory and he is earried as miesing in actirn,

(/) ¥s-*on, 12 tarch L2t -econ? Lt, Thomas Z, Forster, hrving Te-
turned to base after r-rtici-ating in mission arainst 22 emb nkment three riles N
of A*tiglimno, Ttaly, col ed thr vnadio tover fo- an emergency landing, The runwey
was cleared for him but he ealled brck sayinz that he w2s roine to ball out, which
he did over the water hetween Naples and the island of Ischia. His orrachute ™s
observed oren =nd flontinz on the yw~ter but he h~s nct “cn seen since ~nd he is

en~ried as missing in nction,

3, Former mnd v-esent membere who inve disiineuished thrmselves in

action:
(1) tr3i, Glenn 4, Stell ‘A-arded D.F.C.
(2) Cpt, Rohert F, Hood Averded D.F.C,
(3) C-nt, John G, Cleus Averded D,F.C.:

2. Inclnsed is Uar Di-ry, 526th Fjehter. 2omher Senadron, for the period 1
¥arch 1944 to L A-1l 1944,

For the Co~~andinm Officer:

LA

FREDERIC 1, IFNRIOD
Cant., A.C., S-2 0, '
526 F.B. Sr., 86 F.B, Go., APO €50.

Incl: Ty Diarv orip ¢ 2.
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DAY WAR DIARY

1 According to Americen standerds, Merch came in more or less like be proverbisl
lemb. However, though the weather appesred good here, there were no missione
flown, presumsbly becauee of bed weather to the North. The day wes more note-—
worthy beczuee of the fact that each man in the Scuadron received three Toce-
2oles, the first we have been fssued since lesving the Stetes. The event celled
for considerable mixing of drinks, with the result thet not e few officers end
men in the evening drank unwisely end too well. During the afternoon, two Limey
enlisted men hed to be thrown out bocily from our Crderly 3com tecsuse of o
drunken end unregueeted intrusion.

2 One miesion was £lown today in an attempt to knock out three heavy guns near
Littoria which have been harressing the beach head lsndénge for severul deys.
The miesion wee wpparently highly successful since the gure were reported as
heving been silenced. After the third Germen ettempt to diive our troops into
the sea at Anzio, our boys heve driven them back. :

3 No missions were flown todey on account of .:in. Mony ofthe boye in the Sgusd-
ron went to Marigliano in the evening to see "Keeper of the Flame" with Spencer
Tracy and Kathryn Hepburn, after which e Lieuten:nt from the *A® Force peve &
lecture on escaps to the pilots. The thing wes so secret that the lecture was
stopped while an officer ejected e three-yesr old moppet who had wandered into
the plece. Humor was sadded to the movie when the G.I.s boisterously eppleuded
the title of the picture und each succeeding flesh which showed the producer,
the cret and who designed the gowns. Sgt. ciliston returned froa Conetnntine,
:Price, where he hes been attending mn ei.craft identificction school with
Major 3srrett.

4 The westher continmues to be inclexzent, hence ro missions todsy. Another movie
festuring Diana Durbin in the "3Butler's Sister" was enjoyed by most of the
Squadron et he Msriglieno thestre in the evening. On ralny deye, beesides the
ususl poker seseions, one hes time to notice the commonplece, smong which are
four dogs of questionable cesste, which da.ly roam sround the airfield. Ome
belongs to the Red Crose girl who serves donute. His name is Groundfog. Another
belonging to Msjor Caseity is celled Rhuderd, one belonging to Capt. McGoldrick
hes been christened Jinks end the fourth, the cutest of all, whose ommership
is undetermined, nemed Stand Down. A £ifth, longtime adjunct of the Squadron,
whose history dstes back to the deys st La Senies, Africa, cslled Dusty, le &
resident of the Motor Pool and frequently adde to the Squadron's numters. A\

5 Bed weather sgain todey kept the planes grounded. Lt. Calamai returned from
his rest at Capri, looking not much worse for the experience. In view of the
inactivity due to the Btend down, most of the officers took advantsge of the
situstion by going to XNaples and obtaining their PA rations. Lt. Kelly left
on a DC=3 for the United States, heving completed his tour. There is a minor
epidemic of the *itch" in the Squadron, which es yet has baffled the most ex-
pert disgnostician in the Squadron, Capt. Murphy. Everyone having it tekes a
quick second lock at the V.D. posters which ere posted nll over the place. Cne
in perticulsr is appealing, showing s picture of an imnocent looking young girl

who is obviously sumebody's siter, pleadingly seying "Come Back = Clean."
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