Zator Sgt. Arthur.Snow
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"0s the LTHS Tantld W i

we sucuiin'~ meniten the electicn
w; SUDR%9G, 88 we wauwén’t wanta | be
nlacelfied as enttl - FX Tnld yra so-
tert, sc we'll Tiomly L,ath a vuaprt
prayer of thatk- i e poad clit.ens
of Yeora. . vl v.s Yo o9 el PRir
rightesusr wreld 13 T6ie *tun a einié—
wvic: prohabdbitlen wrpival. b TN
gocd, indeed; ¢ kudw  hat the bode
front is not aziecep n theae’t:c.".'cle—

cus tiaes, .

RAVIEE N Eou

cg5, Boru-e Br.T(orol €roup cocmander wWag

"Battle cf Salerno Cont'd.*

This 12 regard to the fighter and figh-
ter Lonbere, The gtlack was explained
in the fors of a time%adle, and each
tola how agny of
his airplanes would be requirel, ‘kelr
ard the pauriicruler siretch of the
chrhead for which thsy would de Reld
respoasille, Lt, Col, ¥rernX A, E1L,
-nuszanlting offloer of a Spltfire grovg,
cor..ented . later, Wz A4zit devlate
fron that s:helule Yty move than ihi=ty
wecocld. It was adaviuvtely perfecs.®

For fron two 1o four days before
the invasion, i(he cozvoye ca route to
the a1s8vlt aATea were protected by an
aerial ccresul - ™A 0 GhevantGooe
Dand aircraft. 4% C505 on Septecber 9
the beachhieal alr cover ochedule wen:
inte eZfeut, Your dilferen’ %yres o.

reraft Dale up the flret eeriel uwab-
| 2.8 4763 ani B:Atick  caxrier
dasew Sealirea coveied from 6,000
to 19,000 feet, and Seafires and
14fireg fon 15,2C0 to 22,000
feet, The A-35c operated with
squadrozs of e’gh* plancs, The
Seafirea useld froo six %o eight,
the Llghtning:c <twelve. and the
Spitfirens pariolled 2n two grours
of six plancs each, with *he first
elezeat at 15,000 fLeed end ke
second froao 20,000 to 22,000 feet
Zrch rquadson was given a fifteen-
to-tweaty oile beach area to cover
and reirforceceats were a™ 2504
. 80 there was ealwazs a ellef
grovp of planes on the way to the
target.
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ey ¢ 0.

This 1s how Lieut, Willianm
Murphy, P-38 pllot, descrides the
first oniscion of his greup: ™Moe
left after dawn and plcked wp war-
ships, tranzzorts and landing cra—
f1 just off Salerzma, 1 could ses
the activity beneath ua and it ep~
Jeared that there wasn’t much in
the vay of oppositlon, Wa assun-
ed our position over tlLe deachhead
in groups of Iour in stepped~ down

(To be Continuedl Hext Issue)
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L -DAY TIDELTS A LA 1944° | By S/Sgte Sid poward,

1t bardly seema possible, but-it's bere egain- Thanksgiving, that is,
the day the gobdlers sweat cut all year, one of the few days when tha
iboys don't have to bitch at *Chief* about the chow, and the day, (the
it is far fraom unique in this respect), when & large mmber of tha
lads imbibe a little too freely of John Barley corn. ¥ho will ever

forget Doug Hallts bout with the *Gus E, Downs speciala® in our club -

at *Pamige last Thanksgiving? He got five (5) of 'em down alright ==
just like he said be coulde but that part about him playing the Fathe
News Rooster didn't have a damn thing to do with the wager. (Did it
Doug?)

This year aa all welle-informed citizens know we have scmething new

and different, namely a Croup E.M. Club, Ncne liked ths idea when it .

was first broached, 'Smatter o' fast scme of '‘em were damn well ready
to fight anyone who said the thing would work. And so our group clubd
got under way with about 2 2/3 strikes on it, Now after a couple of
months operation it bas been decided that the club should have a name.
It will be left up to a vote of the general assembly, but our own nam
~ination is *The Arena®. ¥We would call it this in recognition of
those stalvart young gentlemen who regularly wish to display thelr
provess at the Xarquis of {gieensbury spcart to tha assembled patrona--
and gen;rally wind up taking their departure in a horizontal position,
'All in all we feal that the club has proved a real success, All of
the visiting firemen, 4including a one-star *buck® genezasl, have
.praised the joint &3 one of the finest in Italy, and not a few of the
sroup officials have spoken with scmething very .akin to envy of tha
place. Certainly the local signarinas empjoyed the plece, as they
flocked to the bi and tri-weekly dénces in ever increasing numbers-
without the inducement of Spem- corn willie sandwiches, or saue other
such delicacy too, This in itself wes a victory worthy of same kind
_of nention, There are thosa who say that tha girla cace out to hear
that *smooth* dago archestra, dut we prefer to toss that bouqust
right into the collective laps. of Blackshaw-mloe & Co. with their
*Suoetest Lusic This 3ide of Staten Island®, :
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No, 1t doesn't seem :pouiblo suat 'rhsnksg:lving bas anuck w on us
again already, yot when you think back cm it, a 1lot of things have
happonod. A lot of old tauiliur,.f.ces are gone and 8 lot .of new facda
b.vmtaken their places; ve'ye been to- a® lot <@ places, (which we
'cn't mention decause Prouty’s probably gomna try and talk the PES
. cenm into lettin' us-aend this pemphlet hane), and na-vc'ra back
'hanw again, Yea sir, .that's one-ma jor .acoanpl ishment. we can ehalk
up for the yesr- not the Presidential Citation- that's not what we're
ta.ndng ‘about, Be're referring to the fact that we lived thru that
'Siego of Carsica® without a single CDD being passed out in the squad
-ron, (In meking thia satatement we fully realize that perhamm a
gouple of prime prospects wera overlooked.) Ba feel that all good
citizens will agree that ‘*four-star® w«ino and #buon gicrno's* beat
the hell cutta a lot of freg gibberiah and Eau de Vie, And incidental
=lys 8poaking of citlzens, wonder how many members of the squadren
are gonna apply far thelr first papers, latest rumor has it ¢that
Premier Bonami and the Italian goverment are re-cruiting. tntura dago
eitizens from tbae ranks of tha Ge Te'as
In winding this 2ittle job up, ‘and in so doing not pointing ﬁ.ngera
at anyone~ (we couldn't very well affard to) = we suppose that tha G.
Ie¢'s will aeize on this day as a god excuse for feasting, frolieing
and tippling. This ia alright in a way too, we guess, Guys Overseas
18 months, (and 25 days), bave gotta have scme ocutlet, But as ymu
puall that ﬂahbone apart, let's all make -& fervent wish that next
Thanksgiving’ ‘will see us alle- not in Burme or China, not in the Phil
~lipinea or Texas~ but'back hame in the good ©ld Newnited States ef
America, Ve wanta bde just like that retuining soldier, who, locking
up at ‘the Status of - Libeu:ty. uId: '!cneanput darn that terah,
my. I.n ml‘. N 'it;‘};,.;}f?q# . .
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$27TH FIGHTER SJUADROY
OUTLINE HISTCRY
DECEMBER 1944

527TH FIGHTER SQUADRQY SE

8675 FIGITER GRCUF AAF
APO 650 U, S.iARMY

1 Japuary 1945
AG414,7

|

To 1 Commanding Gemeral, YXII Tactical Air Command, APC. 650, U.3. Army .

Sutject; HYistorical Records,

1. Outline History of the £275h Fighter Squadron for period 1
December to 31 December 1944.

A, Fresent Designatiom: 527th Fighter Squadron, 86th
Fighter Group, ‘XII Tactital Air Command,

3, Changes in Organization:

(1) Changes ir Desiznation, Assignment or Attachmer: Yome.

(2) Subordinate Units: ¥one

(3) Changes in Commanding Officers; lMone.

(4) Changes in Staff Cfficers:

a, 1lst Lt, Clayson S, Garber appointed Squa.dron .

Intelligence Officer, Vice Cupt, Donald L. Thitney, '
relieved, per Squadron Order #52, 15 December 1944,

(5) Changes in T/Os None. . '

C., Strangth, Comiscioned and Znlisted.
(1) ¥onth of December 1944: )
a, At beginning: 54 Officers, 25 Enlisted men. -
b. Net Increase: 10 CGfficers, 4 Enlisted men. : :
c. Net Decrease: lone
d. At ©nd: 64 Officera, 248 &xiisted men.,

D. Stations, i
(1) Pisa Airfield, Italy.
a. Date of Arriwvaly 25 October 1944, B
b, Date of Departures Present Statim.

E. Movements: . None. //‘

F, Cempaigns: -
(1) Sicilians 3 July 1943 to 17 'August 1943. -




(3)
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SECRET
Southern France:s 15 August 1944 to 25 August 1944,
{26 August 1944 date of last mission flown by 85th
Group). ‘
Italian:
a, Naples - Foggia: 9 September 1943 to 21 Januery

1944.
b, Rome = Armos 21 January 1944 to present date.

Operationsi

(1)
(2)

(3)
(4)

Campaign: Rome = Arno.
Yature of Cperations: Continued flying missions in
support of campaign, flying 62 idirect support missions
on strong points, motor transport concentretions, fuel
and ammunition storage depots, &nd gun positicns; 29
bombing missions on rail road targets, 11 road reconnas
sance missions, 3 escort and ariea cover missions, 1 anti-
flak diveraion arnd 1 weather recomnaissance.
“umber of missions and sorties [for periods 107 missions
and 577 sorties during month of‘l December 1944,
Results of the most important missions::
a., Yission #2368, 1 Decomber 1944 (8 planes)
1. Bomb road and rail crosising north of Cremonea,
Italy.
2, Purpose:r To deny the enemy the use of his rail
=~  and road communications,
3. Results: 4 rail cuts, 21 boxcars destroyed, 6
=  motor transports destroyed, 5 mctor trensports
damazed, and 1 JU-88 destroyed in combat, (2
aircraft damaged in combat)
t. Vission #2425, 10 December 1544, (8 planes)
1. Track breaking mission - Po Valley.
2. Purpose:r Tc deny the enany the use of rail
~ co-munications and to strafe rollicg stock.
3. Results; 10 direct hits on tracis - 5 rail cuts,
T  Destroyed 4 baxcars by direct bomb hits, De-
stroyed 1 ME-410 in aerial combat, (No losses),
c. Mission #2488, 15 December 1944, (4 planes)
1. Forward Fighter Controller - Attack Tossignanc
~  tomm,
Purposes - To destroy the town the enemy was
using as an observation post.
Results: 6 incendiary fuel tanks in target
tom, 2 strafing passes made, Controller com-
mended flight on excellent attack, (}o losses)
d. WMission #2556, 25 December 1344, (2 planes)
Special mission - Bomb train and rail cars
vicinity ¥assa, Italy,
2. Purpose: To destroy train making periodic trips
into ¥assa. .
Results; Destroyed engine with steam up and 3
flat cars loaded with supplies.
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e. Mission #2639, 30 December 1944, (4 planes)
1. Bomb gun positions near Aullo, Italy,
Z. Purposes To destroy heavy caliber guns harassing
the 5th Army's left flank.
3. Results:s 6 - 1,000 lb, bambs in target area -
guns prabably destroyed, 8 rail road ecars
damaged by strafing. ( 1 a/c daruged - flak)

i d. Cowsarding Officers in important missionss
! (1) Major Jchn R, Dolny commanded squadrom 1 December 1944 -
to 31 December 1544.

(2) Squadron Leaders in important missionsi

a, 1st Lt, George E, Hill led Misaiom f2368,
1 December 1944, {

b. Cept. Jesse R. Cecre,III, led .-hssion #2425,
10 December 1944,

¢, Capt, Boyd B, Chambers, Jr., Led }!ission #2639,
15 December 1944, And Mission #2688, 30 December
1944,

d. ¥ajor John R. Dolny led Missiom #2556, 25
December 1944, )

I, Llosses in Actioen:

(1) Killed in Actioms Boyd B, Chambers, Jr., 0-25883, Capt.
Failed to return from a bambing mission on a bridge in
northern Italy. “hile strafing, Capt, Chambers' air-
craft appeared to strike a high tension wire and
crashed immediately.

(2) Xissing in Action: W, Clifford Adler, 0-886220, lst Lt.
Failed to return from & close support mission. Lt. Adler
was observed to fly through his own bomb blast and was
last seen 500 yards northeast of target area,

(3) ¥issing in Actimms John E, Thompsom, 0=722183, 2nd Lt.
Failed to return from a bombing mission oo a railroad
bridge. Lt. Thampson flew through bamb blast and his
plane caught fire, Was last seen on the ground after
successfully bailing out of his aircraft. |

J. Former and Present members who have distinguished themselves

in actiens

(1) Newten L. Saunderl, 0-681709, Captain, (KIA), For
gtllantry in action. On 13 November 1944, Capt,
Saunders led a four ship flight in an attack m vital
eneny installations at Tole, Italy. Upan arriwval at
the target area, his aircraft was heavily damaged by
anti-aircraft fire. Despite damage to his airerafit,
Capt. Saunders dove to minimm altitude to release his
incendiary tanks but was unable to do so. Crdering his
flight to remain out of range of the enemy fire, Capt.
Saunders dove on the target again, this time releesing
his fire tanks and scoring direct hits, His ship was
further damaged by flak and flames were enveloping his
aircraft as he parachvted, For this action, the Silver
Star was awarded per G.C. #262, Eq Twelfth Air Forece
dated 8 December 1944.
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(2) George E. Eill, 0-451878, lst Lt, For gallantry in
action, (n 13 October 1944, Lt, dill led a four plane
flight of fighter bombers on enemy installatians near
Zula, Italy, After receiving instructions frcm his
controller, he reconnoitered the area making positive
identification of his target. At this time, Lt, Hill's
aircraft was heavily damaged by anti-aireraft fire, - ]
Despite the damage to his aircraft, Lt, Hill maneuvered
his flight under the overcast to attack, Forced to
make a third bomb run after his bombs failed t> releass,
on the third pasa, Lt, Hill dropped his bombs directly
on a gun position destroying it. For this actiom, Lt, -
9411 was awarded the Silver Star per G.0. #266, Hq. !
Twelfth Air Force, dated 12 December 1944.

(3) Jesse R, Core,III, 0-665763, Captain, For extracrdinary !
achievement while participating in serial flight. On 190
December 1944,[ Capt, Core led an 8 ship mission attack-
ing the Brenner rail line, Leading hiz flight to the
target area, C?pt. Core executed a precision dive which
enabled seven members of his flight to score direct hits
destroying four boxcars and scoring five rail cuts.

Sighting an WE-410 on the return route to base, Capt,

Core tock up the chase., Using expert tactics, Cept

Core maneuvered the suemy aircraft into a position so as

to obtain strikes, Capt. Core set both engines and the
tail section of the enemy aircraft ufire before the

enemy aircraft crashed, For these and other . actions, the
Distinguished Flying Cross was awarded per G.0. #275,

Hqe Twelfth Air Force, dated 21 December 1944, .

(4) Air Medals and/or Cak Leaf Clusters were awarded on [
orders indicated to the following pilots for meritorious
achievement while participating in aerial flight:

G.C. #89, Hq, XXII Tactical Air Comand,

James W, Hale, 1st, Lt, - 1st OLC ' .
Thomas F. Fllis, 2nd Lt, - 1st OLC :

.0, #92, XXII Tactical Air Command,

James H, Ellis, Capt., -~ 1lst CILC
Jecil E, Hayes, lst Lt.- 1lst OLC
James k., Holt, 1lst Lt. = 1lst OLC
Allan A, Leventhal, lst Lt, = lst CLC
Leland P, Lewis, lst Llt.~ 1st OLC
Frederick Mdarley, 1st Lt- 1lst QOIC
John R, Nc Gehes, 1lst Lt, 1st CLC -
Goorge . Ramsey, lst Lt. lst OLC
Jchn A, Robinson, lst 1t, 1lst OLC
Paul £, Crowell, 2nd Lt, 2nd OIC
Qluf 7, Jefsm, 1st Lt. 2nd OLC
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