23)

(2) Zdzund ... Jung, C-70L682, 1st It. For extraordinery
achievement while participating in aerial flight, Cn 12
January 1545, Lt. June led a flicht of & aircraft briefed
to attack 3 r-il diversion at Fordznone, Italy. Finding
the tarpet obscured, Lt. Jungz led his flight over the Fo ,
V:1lley dntil a break in the overcast was found, Crcering ;
six memﬂers of his flirht to attack the causeway at Mantovs,
Italy, Lt. Jung and his wingman attacked rolling stock in
the Verona zarshulling yards. DJiving through intense anti-
sireraft; fire, Lt. Jung dropre” his bombs directly over 2
rnilroad| cars, destroying them and cratering the rail bed, ;
Cbserving 2 locomotives with steam up, It. Ju~g and his
wingman attacked, ‘lthough his plane w-~s badly damaged,
It. Jungl vithcut repard for personnl s-fety, made 2 long
strafing pesses, in which both locomotives exploded. Fe-
joining his flirht, Lt. Jung led them in an additional
strafing lattack., Lt, Jung personally accounted for 2
metor trénsports destroye- ind one daraged. For this
actior, the Distinruiched Flying Cross was awarded per 7/C
i22, Twelfth 'ir Force, dated L February 1945.

(3) %Slynn Z.|Taylor, Jr., 0766772, 1lst Lt: For extraordinary
achievement while marticipating in aerial flieht. Cn 22
lover “~r|1944, Lt. Taylor led 2n & ship mission briéfed to
sttack a fuel stor=re <epot near lecco, Itnly. Flyine over
hazardous terrain, It, T-ylor fourd the target and formed
his flight for attack. In 2 precision dive, Tt. Taylor
dived through intense znti-airer=ft fire to score direct
hits. The rem:zinder of the flieht accounted for & direct
hits. Imrediately, n cloud of smoke wzs seen to rise from
the tarret area to 2 height of 1,000 feet. 3Zz2g2r %to in-
fliet maximum damage upon the cnemy, Lt, Teylor led his
flight in a strafing attack; 2 locomotives, 5 motor trans-
ports 1 electric enrine, 5 loaded boxcars and L trailers
were destroyec¢. For this action the Distinguishec Flying
Cross was awarde¢ per G3/C #23, Twelfth 'ir Force, dated
4 Febru-ry 19L5. |

(L) John R, Dolny, C-5672579, Yajor, (then C-ptain). For ex-
ceptional military service while collaborating with the
French Troops. V:jor Colny le missions dropping food and
supplies to French troops in terrain unacessible to French
Sround Forces. For these actions the "Croix de Guerre”
(Order of the Division) with silver star was awarded per
G/0 /117, Headguarters French Ixpeditionary Corps dated
20 July 1944, T

(5) .illiam V. Yoran, C-812117, Captain (then 1lst Lt.). For
exceptional military service while collaborating with the
French troops. Capt. Moran led miseions dropping food and
supplies to French trocps in terrain unacessible to French
Ground Forces. For these actions the "Croix de Guerre"
(Order of the Brigade)was awarded per G/C #117 Headouarters
French Sxpeditionary Corps dated 20 July 1944,

(6) .ir Yedals and/or Oak leaf Clusters thereto were awarded
to the following pilots, on orders indicated, for merit-
orious echievemen% while participating in aerial flircht.

L -
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7/0 P10, IXII TiT, deted 28 Jznuary 1945,

Thomas F. Zliis, C-169274L, 2¢ It.. - 2rd CLZ
Secil I. Hayes, C-705521, 1st It, rd C1C
Jeorge =, Hill, C-551&72, Zapt,. - 3rd C1L%

Glynn =, Taylor, 0-766772, 1st 1t. - 3rd CLC
Clarence L, Thomas, C- 710"0. 2d Lt, - Alr Yedsl
- ir Yedal

John %, *hompﬁon, C-7-2183, 2d It,

3/C FL, TUTT TiT, date’ 2 February 1945,
Doyle i, HastiL, (=72:064L, 2d Lt. - Ar Yedsal {
. Carl 4, Pe.ner, C-722070, 1lst Lt. - ir ledal
John P, !'r Gehee, C-£2437§, 1st it. - 3rc¢ CLO
James C. .atson, C-766c08, 1st Lt, =~ 3rd QLT o=
George Z. Hill, C-L51878, Capt. - Lth C17
Vaneul .. Fidcock, C-8872C6, 1lst it. - Lth CLC

2, znclosed are var Jiary, 527th Firhter Squadron for period 1
February 1945 to 28 February 1945 zndé surcorting cdocuments for month of ;
February 1945, -

For the Commanding Cfficer:

Incl: liary znc suproriing
documents. 5°7th Fighter Scnadron
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Pzge No._l . “lar Diary 527th Firchter Sousdron, 86th Firhter Zroup.
Lonth of _February 1945, Frepared by: CL.YS(I 5. GWFBI,

1st Lt., .ir Corps,
527th Fighter Scuacdron.

Day Zvents

1. Jleather crain restricted most of the Group's flyineg today. The scuacdron
had only 2 missions todsy and 4 sorties. Theseé missions were weather
reconna2issance missions, 1 railway aporoach mas d2maped and 2 motor
trznsports were destroyed, Crders came tocay awarding the Distinguished
Flying Tross to Lt, George Z. Hill, 1lt, Hill run e Ju-8¢ into ihe
eround after running out of amcunition (see 1 December 19LL entry).
Crders also come today awarding .ir Kedals and/or |clusters to lts. Thowas
end Thompzon (KI.) and Lts, Zllis, Hayes, Hill cnd Taylor (G/C #10 XII
T.C). T/Sgt Treenshields, the acting lst Zergean, was reputed to have

: "policed up" the tidy su=m of 2300.00 in poker. |

2. eather arain. . slow drizzling rain todzy turne- the field into a zea
of mud, 2nd a low hanging front of clouds made flying impossible. In-
spection tomorrow, and members of the stuacdron arq giving the individual
rooms a "poing over", Shortzge of buckets and mops. British pantamime
at aFGD %6 Theatre, |

3. Standdown today—no flying. This evening, Major Dolny, Squadron Commznder
had a birthday, his 24th, znd it was held in the confines of his room.
"l'iss Lazie" (2d Lt. May Steiner, ANC) baked the liajor a cake. Hard
beVernres, Hors D'oeurves were served, nnc¢ a good time was had by all--
the medics report no casuslties, Lts. Jung, Huskiason and lewis left
today finally for a 7 day leave at Cznnes, France,

L. 3unday. 6 missions today and 33 sorties. The Colopel (Col. Bates) flew
one today with Lt. Famsey and got a locomotive, a number of railroad
cars and 2 motor transports. The d:y started with 2 weather "recces",
Cne missionewzs a 12 ship escort mission with Cnnt. Core leading. They
turned in a "no incident" report. On another flight, an le=109Y came
up to 2,000' below the flight to lock things over, but no incident en=-
sued. Chaplain Fischer has a new Chapel. It's located at the far end
of the enlisted men's area andi held services there for the first time
tonight. & nunber of enlisted men returned froc Rome today. They had
been in the Zternal City on rest leave, iith the days getting longer,
the flights are stiying out later. Flights are landing about 1700
hours now. : ‘

&, L missions end 23 sorties. .eather greatly restrictec flying today, and
flirhts were unable to reach primary targets, and secondary targets
seiected were not too profitable. Orders came todsy awarding the Croix
de Guerre to ¥ajor Dolny and Captain loran, a former Operations Cfficer,
for focd-dropping missions to isolated French troops. Vord also czme
today that one of our pilots who had bailed out recently was safe and
in friendly hands, » USC show tonight at the COroup Theatre. .Although
the power failed during the first part of the show, the numerous amount
of flashlirhts created an eerie effect as the power fluctuated, Its,
l'arley and ‘nderson returned from Capri yesterday and lis. Hastie and
Yilton flew down to Naples to begin a week at the Isola di Capri., Viord
was received today that Lt. {111 was promoted to Captain as of 23 January
145, ) . )

-
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F.re No._2_. war Diary 527th Fichter Sauadronl_abth'Fiohter Sreup.

Yonth of __ February 19L5. Frepared by: CL.Y3CN 5. J"aﬁP -
1=t It., ‘ir Corps,
527th Fiphter 3zuadron.

Svents
(rly 3 missions nnd 20 sorties., The wezther wus bad ezriy in the morn-
inﬁ ené the first missicn wes scrubvea, letter was recelved froz the
sar Department thst Lt, larvin O. Cain was Killed in Action on 7 Lay
194., He had been flying an A-3t. Tasty supper tonight as the cocuks
prepare Fried Chicken, mashec potatos 2nd rravy.

7. Todzy was z clear,warm, beautiful, spring-like day—=a wonderiui change .
from the pericd of ‘clcudy, cold ueatner we have been having. Taking
advantage of tne weat: e we Tiew L rood missions of 26 sorties. In
gidition, 2 of our pilcts flew in a six-plane group missicn, the purpose
of which was to take pictures of L bridges that we have been bombing. -
Then on the return trip, the nilots sighted a concentration of trucks
and cas trucks., Strofing attacks left 23 vehicles and N0 destroyed.

Cur missions were a1l finished in the early afterncon. | Kaving plenty of
planes, then, Tzo%. !ill and two of the old pilots took\our three new
oilotes up on their last formation flight before starting combat missions,
The six pilots were sucposec to have observed some red gpoxﬂ from artillery
thells to be fired over the front lines at 1500 hours, but 211 the pilets
saw were some Cubs flyine around at 10,000' over the bomb line drawing
'88nr fire.

2. & big day for us, thanka to cont1nued pood weather. In support of a
push on the extreme western end of the 5th army front, we flew seven
four plane missions with fuel tenk incendiaries arainst sun positions |
with excellent results. . lmost 21l the incendiaries were direct hits ~
in the tzroet areas. In addition, we sent eight planes to attack a
reil diversion north of Venice, Findinz the mzin diversion out, It.
Pobinson led his flight on an attack upon the main line, effectine
four cuts., OCn the way back out to the coast, Lt. Fobinson and It. Yerr
pretty well mzuled severzl active 20mm run positions. Lt. Robinson's
pline received a direct hit in the wing which set off amrunition, Lts,
June, Huskisson nnd lewis returned fr~- a well-deserved vzeation in

! Southern France to report that they really enjoyed themselves, Tenisht,

i "Jaratosa Trunk” plays for the last time at our theatre., 11 the boys
who saw it last nipht r-ve about the scenss in which Ingrid Bergmen
wraps herself around Gary Cooper. ot 2100 tonight we heard a series
of counds that reminded us of old times——ack-ack. I we hadn't heard
of the advance warning that it was practice fire, some of us would have -
been out in the streets lockins for ".1 Picovero", .

, %. The weather kept 211 our planes on the ground today. .11 morning a lew

! overcast and intermittent rain made it very unpleasant., 3But by the late

' afternoon most of the local overcast had moved on, ard the sun came out

to meke it a very pleasant evening. Tirst an Znglish stage show, It

started of £ zlowly, but before it ended an hour and a hzlf later, we _

hzd a better opinion of English comedians and Znglish girls, Second a

film:"Hollywood Canteen". During the night, there was heavy gun fire

a2t the front. Some of the fellows that got up during the night could

see flashes in the hills to the north,

o 0
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Page 0. 3 ., “inr Diary 527th Fighter Suuadron, 26th Fighter Sroup.
sLYIeY 3, A.oRE, '

Yonth of February 1945, Frepared by: 7ZLYZ . oBE
1s¢ Lt., ‘Ar Corpa,

'527th Fiechter 3Squadron.,

Day . Zwvents

10, Despite the fact that the weather was not too rood, we flew three
rissions plus a joint mission with the 525th ;*uadron, totaling 29

1+ gorties, e received official notice throurh the Crderly PFoom that
ILts, Jung and Tavlor had received their DFC's, \
11, Today has been a mixed-up mess, In 2"dition to everythin~ slse that
happened, we flew four missions totaling 22 sorties., It. Schiro led |
eight planes to attack a railroad bridese, Finding the bridre already |

; cut, he nut on an excellent bombing demonstration, cuwrine which the

flisht cut the tracks in the vicinity of the bridge, effectine seven |
cuts. Finding one of his bombs hune, It, Schiro picked another rail
line on the way thome and cut it with his hung bomb, Cn a four=plane
recce, Lt, “hiting sichtecd three locomotives »nd z number of oil cors,
I1t. Huskisson scored direct hits on the tarret, cutting the double
track, destroyins a locomotive and two oil cars, Then several good’
straflng passes destroyed the other two locomotives and badly daraced
four cil cors. This mornins we received of ficial notice to be ready
in twenty-four hours for nn overseas move, In between briefing and
interrogation, servicing plzanes, hculine pilots, doinz paper work,
servine meals, we packed up our stuff, Then in the middle of the
afternoon Group notified the snuadron that the move would be delsyed
one or two days. So everyone relaxed 2 little bit, dug out arother
pair of soxs nnd 2 towel, and vie prepared to remzin here for a while
lonrer,

12, o flying today. The weather was pretty bad all day, and flying overn-
tions had to be curtziled., Cutfit still in a daze as to when the move

i+ will come. lecs pear had to be tuken out of "mothballs" z= "Chief"
Straney, less Sergeant, had 72l the dishes packed away. 3Bulletin
board in enlisted men's area had lists published as to the cduties the
men vill perform while enroute, zlso the echelons that will go.
Zxcited personnel talk nbout "La Belle Frznce", Filots returning

. from Rest Camn tell scme pretty tall tzles concerning SFrench "Vam'selles",

' and these will probably be corrcborated. '/ith the s~uadron zoing to
?rnnce,!the Intellirence section will have double destruction to carry
out. Photos =nd maps will have to be destroyed. This will necessitate
the restockings of the entire section. Now files and records will have
to te established, and the ancient adaee, "If you run out of paper,
you'll lose the war," still holds true, The Cfficers and enlisted men
vho were at “ome on rest leave returned late last nicht. They received
a T'X to return to their respective units immediately, and after trying
to round them up, 8 of the 11 enlisted men and 2 of the &L Cfficers were
located,

13. Flying today, and out of the Troup's 56 sorties, the sguadron hed 22,
and;B.missions. Cne of the missions had tvwo returnees--lts, Pamsey and
Birdsall, L&, Birdszll's eneine w2z cutting out, nnd he wzs forced to
return. Packing went on as the scuadron prepéred to move on the norrow,
‘n increesed amount of paper and refuse lined the aisels of tre
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Tare Yo, L o “ur Qiazry 577ty Tichter S~uadron, 26th Fichter Zroun.

Yonth of _February 1¢45, FPrepared by: TL YIQM I, 7.FRPTR,
lst It,, 'ir Zorps, -
527tk Firhter C-uzdron. '

Jrv *  lvents

13, (Zont'?) enliste< men's area, and the "Zyeties" will have a lot of work
to do. As the sruadron prepares to depart, percornel are tzking their )
last lock at Italy. Thie is the second time that the unit has left
Italy, und the orr~niz:ztion hos spent most of its tirme oversezs in this
country. French books =re being tzaken out of dsrk corners .n barrsacks
bags, and poinc cver conversationz2l French. From various scurces, the
French are gwost congenial and co-operative, l'ost personnel now hzove ¢
working knowiedge of the French language, and it should be useful in
lezrning French., 1t. Plerce nocec onc up on the end of the rumwzy this
afterncon, =nd outside of a f»v cuts and bruises he wrs ok. His =2ir- |
eraft hzd been badly shot up, anc he cid a fine job of bringing it back, Lo
only to run out of rurway =fter his hydrzulic system v-s out, =né could
not stov the vlzne with brakes,

4. Valentine's Day! There were to be 2 missions today, =n’ both were
scheduled for late afterncon. Lt, Schiro brought his flirht dewn to be
briefed, and wzs in the midst of briefing, when lajor Kirsch walked in |
and told them that a standdown was called., Zoth flights were discusted .
and went back to their area. The advanced echelon moved out thic after-
noen. For a chanre trere w s acdenuate transportation, and persornel
had lots of roenm to tzke their ‘e~uimment and persconal bargzpe. The 1l0th ‘
3’ Trucking Zompany, '3S, furnished vehicles, -n? zlthough the last de-
tachment of persomnel left after supper, 211 went safely zboard, QRarracks
arez locks deserted as the majority of the orgnnization has moved out.

Group Cfficers 2nd enlisted men, will mess with this orgonization. The

scuadron has been left with the barest necessities for operations as

most of the esuipcent was tnken on the advanced echelon. The two re-

maining jeeps will be flown by =zir to their next station. . new jeep

wzs added to the souadron today.. It will ro to the Intellirence section,

I'2ny silver stars grace the field today as Generzl larshall dep-rted

frea here. He wzc accompanied by many other generals of lesser rank, -
Generzl Chidlaw was at the Group Officer's Bar last night awarding

ZFC's and dr YVedals. Capt. Hill and 1t. Taylor were formally awarded
the DFC, =nd» number of new pilots had the Mr Yed2] ninnec on them,

15, MNo flying again today. Lt, Schiro's luckless flicht came down to be
briefed and cot hzlfway out the door before being cualled back=-st>nddown.
Tt. 3chiro threatens to tnke a plane up and go off on a mission by him=-
s21f so 2~ to ret his 100th mission, but bad weather and an Cf{ Flying
Status has made his 100th mission a hard one to get. a4 little excite~
ment tomight as lt. C.ll. Thomas returnecd to the sajuadron after bailing
out over eneny terrifory during the latter part of December. After
varied experiences, lt. Thomas walked thirough the lines. Fe wasn't
able to talk much’a% fellow pilots decided he needed a drink or six. Ke
wrlkeZ in at supnrer tice, wearing his -2z jacket with a monogram of -
arkansas psinted across the back of it. It. Thomas' coming back iz a
tribute to Lt. Jun¢'s leadership. -Lt., Jung led Lt. Thomas over Fartisan
territory before allowing him to bazil out, thus making doubly sure that
Lt. Themas would parachute into safe hands. 5roup personnel loaded onto
3 trensvorts snd tock ofi to put the "ehow cn the road",
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Lonth of _February 1945, Freparecd by: C@ Vs() 3, 6 PREP,
1lst It,., ir Corps,
£27th Firhter Snuzcron.

Jay ‘ “vents

16, Yo flving apain today. Cutside of a test hop znd z few planes on transi-
tion by unother =cuadron of this group, th-t w:s : 11 the tflying. ..F2in
Lt. Schiro's flight caze down to be briefe. and told that there was a
~tanddowr, Lt, Hanilton's brother vicit«d him here at Fisa yesterday.
Zapt. Hamilton is an ATC pilot and for a while had the Naple-Fucharest
run., Ko electric power at the squadron areu, a2nd personnel are again
resorting to canczles. The 1971st ) Trucking Company has 10 trucks I3
to the group, =nd 2 to the stuadron. In the evenine, one of the truck
drivers usually "logs a sortie” to the group theatre. 3Spt Velletri has
move cli his 'chutes from the line to Rase Cperations to facilitate
matters. Ilts, Hale and Garber will fly to the new field in Frznce via
the L-5 and will be escorted to the French mainland by two of our
"Thunder jurs”, "Twin Enrine" (3/2r7t. Yenry) snys that his P-25 is.
is zoing up to our new fileld soon. The advanced echelon debarked at
Verseilles today and spent the duy =nd nisht in a st ring area. Peciuse
of the intense cold, most personnel spent the nisht tryins to heep warm
by a hupe fire,

17. Flyins tod=y. 2 four -hip missions attacked repair activity nesr the
luvis reilroad diversion: Tt. Schiro finally -ucceeded in flyving his
100th mission. .lthourh the resultz weren't spectacular, "Jerry" will
have o lot of work to do before his locomotives c'n pzss over the di-
version, The B=25 and l-% were to fly to the new field today, but
pl:ns were cancelle, The I-5 had 2 little trouble today as its crew
chief nosed the ship up., The brskes wculdn't hold and as the plane
noved forward, it nosed up. .ord cure recently, that Tt, Z1lis' wife
rave birth to a 7 pound baby boy. Verbal rivalry has sprung up betveen
Its. Zllis and Hefner on the comparative cualities of sex, It, Hefner
is the father of a baby gird. Lt. Zllis hasn't announced the nace of
his youngster. The advanced echelon spent the day in thz staging area
"sweating out” the move to the new.drome.

lé. Lo flying today. lthough a 1¥ shirimirsion wzs scheduled for this
squadron, the mission didn't materialize because, at the last moment,

' the mediums cancelled their mission. The mission w-s to be an anti=-
“fluk diversion. The rear echelor continues its stay at Fisa, ltnougn
there 1s no flying, there is little else to do except "loz" sack-tire.
!cabers e the sauadron are anxious to get to their new station and a

new country. Lt. Sllis has announced that his new addition to the
fumily wi.l be named, Thomas L. EY1is,III, Stacks of mail accumulating
in the Crderly Foo-o has risen to 4 bags, anc is awaiting transshipment
to rersonnsl in France. “then the snuadron's B-25 flies to France, the
mail will have a No.l priority. 'The advanced echelon filled its zas
tsrks and finally pulled out of the stzging area. They were split inte
groups, ons coing by road, and the other by train, Three zore cen

left the unit at Pisa for a 30 day leave in the "stztes", They are
Spts, Joods, Ve Srath and Cnl, Anderson.

15, Lo Flying today. .lthough the squadron had one 4 plane mission to escort
a =47 to enemy territory, but the mission w=s finally scrubbed and a
standdown wns czlled, ' There were a detail of ships doing a little fying
in the A1, Some of the pilots haven't flown for 2 weeks, and were

SECR=T







