(4) RESULTS OF THE MOST IMPORTANT MISSIONS:
MISSION #724, 9 JANUARY 1944:

(a)

(8)

(c)

(D)

l.
2.

3.

ENEMY COUNTER ATTACKING ON SLOPES OF MT.
CEDRO, |ITALY.

OUR TROOPS HARD PRESSED, ASKED FOR MISSION
ON PIN POINTED GUN POSI%IONS AND ENEMY
TROOPS . :

PILOTS SAW HITS IN PIN POINT AREA, FIFTH
ARMY PHONED CONGRATULATIONS ON HITTING
TARGET, HELPING QUELL COUNTER ATTACK.

MISSION #737, 14 JANUARY 1944:

1.

LOW LEVEL BOMBING MISSION ON STRIP OF ROAD
ADJACENT TO GARIGLIANO RIVER, EAST OF
MINTURNO, ITALY. RECONNAISARCE FLIGHT
FOLLOWED 'BOMBING TO CHECK ON ENEMY STRONG
POINTS ON ROAD, ARMY OBSERVERS WATCHED FROM
LOOKOUTS ACROSZ GARIGLIANO. .

PURPOSE OF MISSION - GAIN INTELLIGENCE FOR
ARMY ON ENEWMY STRONG POINTS.

RESULTS - PILOTS OBSERVED HITS ON ENTIRE AREA.
MAJOR GENERAL G.W.R. TEMPLER, D,S.0., 0.B.E.,
SENT A MESSAGE OF COMMENDATION (SEE ATTACHED
TO DIARY) ON MISSION TO PILOTS PARTICIPATING.

MISSION #771, 21 JANUARY 1944:

DIVE BOMBING MISSION ON 11TH FLIEGER KORPS
HEADQUARTERS AT FRASCATI, ITALY. REQUIRET
CAREFUL NAVIGATION TO AVOID AVR SPACE RESERVA-
TION AROUND LAKE ALBANO AND FIND CORRECT
VILLA.

PILOTS POSITIVELY IDENTIFY VILLA FROM PHOTO
AND SCORED 4 DIRECT HITS ON THE BU!LDINGS

AND 8 HITS IN YARDS, CAUSING LARGE EXPLOSIONS
ANDC FIRES. PILOTS WENT ON TO STRAFE AND DAM-
AGE AN ESTIMATED 35 MOTOR TRANSPORTS, 2 BARGES

AND A BIVOUAC AREA.

MISSION #795, 27 JANUARY 1944:

1.

NEW TYPE RECONNAISANCE MISSION ON ROAD NET-
WORKS CASSINO VALLEY. COORDINATED WITH 2
SHIPS -OF 111TH TACTICAL RECONNA!SANCE SQUADRON
WHO WENT AHEAD AND BELOW FLIGHT-AND CALLED
TARGETS IN. THE CLEAR.

RESULTS WERE EXCELLENT, OBSERVERS DREW NO
FIRE, PICKED TARGET, AND THEN THE BOMBERS

CAME 'DOWN AND BOMBED, THEN WENT UP AGAIN QUT
OF REACH OF SMALL ARMS FIRE COMING DOWN TO
STRAFE ON BALANCE OF TARGETS INDICATED,

CAUSED ROAD BLOCK VALMONTE AREA, AND DESTROY-
€D 3 MOTOR TRANSPORTS AND DAMAGED SEVERAL

MORE.




.

F. COMMANDING OFFICERS IN IMPORTANT MISSIONS.

(1) CAPT. ROBERT M. DUNGAN LED SQUAZRON ON MISSION £#724
9 JANUARY 1944 !

(2) CAPT. ROSERT M. DUNGAN LED MISSION #737, 14 JANUARY
1944,

(3) 1ST LT. SNIDER LED SQUADRON ON MISSION #771, 21
JANUARY 1944, _

(4) 1ST LT. ROBERT W. THOMAS LED SQUADRON ON MISSIiCN
#795, 27 JANUARY 1944, '

I TALIAN CAMPA!IGN:

(A) KILLED - ROBERT M. DUNGAN, 0-£63703, CAPT.,

AIR CORPS, 14 JANUARY 1944. AIRPLANE EX-
PLODED MID AIR - 3000 FEET NZAR SAN ANGELO IN
TE ODICE, ITALY.

(B) MISSING [N ACTION - WILLIAM T. KASPERVIK, 0-799192
2ND LT., AIR CORPS, 14 JANUARY 1944, FalLED TO
AETURN FROM LOW LEVEL BO#BING !SSION NEAR
MINTURNO, 1TALY.

(C) WOUNDED - NORMAN C. SRAVES, 0-801328, 2NT LT.,
AR CORPS, 31 JANUARY 1944. WOUNDED BY FLAK
ON ARMED RECONNAISANCE NEAR ANZIO BEACHHEAD,

G. %O?SES IN ACTION:
1

H. MEMBERS WHO HAVE DISTINGUISHED THEMSELVES It ACTION:
(1) NO AWARDS MADE.

2. INCLOSED ARE WAR DIARY, S27TH FI3HTZR BOMBER SQUADRON, FOR
THE PERIOD 1 JANUARY 1944, TO 3{ JANUARY 1944, AND SUPPORTING 50CUMENTS

FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 1944.

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:

Lomald & U

DONALD L. WHITNE

1ST LT.. AIR CORPS
s27TH FTR. BOMBER $Q.

1 INCL:
WAR DIARY AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS ATTACHED.

D
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SECRET
PAGE NG. 1 . WAR DIARY S27TH FTR. BOMBER SQ., S6TH FIGHTER BONBER_GP.
MENTH OF JANUARY 1044, PREPARED BY: DONALD L. WHITAEY
1ST LT.. AIR CORPS
527TH FTr. EBOMBER Q.
DAY EVENTS

T STANCDOWN FOR NEW VEARS DAY -- COMPARITIVELY GUTET NEW YEARS
EVE, THE E.¥. BAR ANC OFFICERS BAR DID GOOD BUSINESS - SOMEONE
LET LOOSE WITH A HANC GRENADE, A TCMEY GUN SPUTTERED. A NICE
'DINNER TODAY, TURKEY AND FIXINGS. CARD GA¥ES THIS P.M. RAIN -
MARCHISH WEATHER. o

T THE MILKRUN MISSION ON CIVITAVECCHIA, WORE FIRES TN THAT AL-
READY GUTTED HARBOR. A SECOND SUCGESSFUL “ISSICN - RAILYARDS AT
CECCANO.

T—GNLY 1 MTSSTCN TODAY ON ROLLEFERRO. BEAUTIFUL DAY AFTER ALL THE
BAT WEATHER WE HAVE BEEN HAVING. LTS. SIDNEY G, SulTH, AND
WILLIAM W. HUMPHRY TRANSFERRED TO PERSONNELL "ENTER NO. 1 FOR
RETURN TG U.S. INTELLIGENCE RECEIVEL REPORT FROM V ARMY THAT
OUR MISSION ON ATINA ON 30TH DECEMBER BOMBED OUT DIVISIONAL HEAD-
QUARTERS. OF THE 44TH GERMAN INFANTRY .- 3 CHEERS, B

TG WTSSION TODAY ALTHOUGH ON THE ALERT. WEATHER UNFAVORABLE,

E—ONE MISSICN TOBAY, ALTHOUGH THE WEATHER HAS BEEN WET AND STORHY.
ORDERS CAME TODAY PROMOTING GECRGE W. KASTNER TO CAPT. AS OF THE
S6TH OF DECEMEER. ROBERT W. THOMAS TO 15T LT. THE SAME DATE.

CAPT. KASTNER JOINED ORGANIZATION JUNE S, 1543, AT LA SENIA, NORTH
AFRIGA AND ACTED AS ASS*T OPERATIONS OFF|CER UNTIL DEC. 5, 1943
WHEN HE BECA.E OPERATIONS OFFICER. (LT. RELYEA APPOINTED HIS ASS*T
OPERATICNS OFFICER.) LT. THOMAS JOINEL ORGANIZATICN AUGUST 12,
1943 AT W. GELA. SICILY AND 1S NOW A FLIGHT LEACER. 2ND LTS.
GUBSER AND FOWLER TO 1ST AS OF THE 22ND OF DECEMBER. GUBSER AND
FOWLER JOINED ORGANIZATION ON JUNE 25, 1943 AT TAFAROUI, NORTH
AFRICA. .

5 FTRST UTSSTCN OF GUN EWPLACEWLNTS WITH WANY HITS OBSERVED.

SECOND MISSICN WE BOMBED TOWN OF. CERVA 0, THIS WAS LT. FOWLER'S
BOTH MISSICN.

A EXTREMELY BUSY DAY 4 MISSIONS. 1 DIRECT GROUND SUPPORT, AND
THE OTHER THREE ON ENENY SUPPLY LINES. THE 3RD MISSICN ON A
RATLROAC TUNNEL, CAPT. KASTNER'S SHIP HIT BY FLAK ON APPROACHING
TARGET. DESPITE CIFFICULTY !N HANDLING DAMAGED PLANE, CAPT,
KASTNER WENT ON TO TARGET RELEASEL BOMBS, AND BROUGHT HIS LiINP-
ING SHIP HOME. KEPT ALL PLANES IN TRANSMISSION ON GO. MAJOR
KIRSCH, CAPT. TILLESCN AND LT. LE®IS TO XIl ASC REST CAVP. CAPT,
DUNGAN’ AND LTS. HEGEMAN AND KUBLY TO DUTY FROM X11 ASC REST CAMP.

5T RHUBARE ON A RAILWAY TRAIN, AND BARRACKS AREA, AND THE SECOND
MISSIGN ON A UNDER-GROUND MUNITICN CUMP, ENTIRE AREA PATTERNED
WITH DELAYED ACTION BOWBS. 1ST LTS. BUALYN R. GUBSER AND JEARL
C. THOYPSON COWOLETED BOTH MISSICN TODAY. LT. GUBSER JCINED

SQUADRON JUNE 25, 1943 AT TAFAROUI, LT, THOMPSON ("JAY C") JOINED |

SQUADRON OCTOBER 25s 1942 AT KEY FI1ELD, MISSISSIPPI.,

9 MISSICN ON COUNTERATTACK. , STH ARMY EOMPLMNED THAT THEY'D
JUST GOTTEN THE TARGET BRACKTED FOR ARTILLERY FIRE AWHEN WE PASTED
IT. MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATION FROM GEN. HOUSE X11 ASC AND COL.

KOFAHL. {SEE ATTACHED)
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PAGE NO. 2 . "WAR DIARY S27TH FTR. BOMBER SQ., 86TH FIGHTER EQMBER dP.

MONTH OF JANUARY 1944. . PREPARED BY: DONALD L. WHITNEY
- 1ST LT.. AIR CORPS
DAY . EVENTS =27TH F1R, BOMBER 3q. -
10 STANDDOWN TO GET PLANES REPAIRED AND "SHIP SHAPE." LOT OF ENTER-
TAINMENT TONIGHT. OPERA IN TOWN, AND "THIS IS THE ARMY" AT
MARIGLIANO. LTS. FOWLER AND EGELHOFF TRANSFERRED TO PERSONNEL
CENTER NO. 1 FOR RETURN TO U.S. LTS. EGELHOFF AND FOWLER JOINED
ORGANIZATION JUNE 25, 1943 AT TAFAROUI, NORTH AFRICA, EXCELLENT
COMBAT PILOTS WE'LL MISS THEW.
TT A MISSTON OVER SORA TODAY - BEAUTIFUL FLAK. HIT 4 OUT OF OUR -
FORMATION OF 12 BUT THEY ALL RETURNED. LT. LYLE HOOD WAS HIT
IN THE HEAD BY FLAK AGAIN. STANDDOWN IN THE AFTERNOOW TO REPAIR
PLANES. LOVELY SPRING AFTERNOON. VESUVIO ELOWING STEAM RINGS
INTO A CLEAR BLUE SKY FOR A CHANGE.
15 SURPRISET A HISSTON TODAY WITHOUT ANY FLAK. VOLLEY BALL COURT
ERECTED IN OPERATIONS AND INTELLIGENCE AREA. WITH EVERYONE USING .
THE COURT FOR AN EXCUSE AS P.T. CAPT. VERSEPUT, GROUP PUBLIC
RELATIONS OFFICER POSTED A NOTICE ON SQUADRON BULLETIN BOARD 31VING
US PERMISSION TO WRITE "WITH THE INVADERS IN ITALY"™ IN OUR LETTERS,
LETTER FROM FIELD SERVICE MGR. N.A. AVIATION INC. POSTED ON
BULLETIN BOARD (SEE ATTACHEC) PRAISING CREWS AND PILOTS OF A-35--
EVERYONE PLEASED.
TS 2 W1SSIONS TODAY. 1 ON FORMIA, STARTING FIRES TN DOCK AREA. TN -
THE AFTERNOON AN 11 SHIP WMISSION ON RR YARDS AT COLLEFERRO. LT.
JENSEN FINISHED HIS 80TH TODAY. LT. JENSEN JOINED ORGAN!ZATION
JUNE 25, 1943 AT TAFAROUI, NORTH AFRICA. VOLLEY BALL COURT GET-
TING A LOT OF USE FROM BOTH THE OFFICERS AND ENLISTES MEN. LTS.
GUBSER AND THOMPSON TRANSFERRED TO PERSONNEL CENTER NO. 1 FOR
RETURN TO U.S. ;, ﬁf* R
T4 CAPT. DUNGAN LED FIRST WISSION. A NEW TYPE "FEELER® JOB, LOA LEVEL
BOMBING TO BE FOLLOWED BY Rsco&r\mts;\mcsrl TO FIND STRENGTH OF ENEMY
DEFENSE ON A STRIP OF ROAD ADJACENT TO SARIGLIANC, LT. WiLLIAM T.
KASPERVIK FAILED TO RETURN FROM THIS MISSION, WAS LAST SEEN WITH
PLANE AFLAME STILL FIRING ON THE TARGET. LT KASPERVIK JOINED
ORGANIZATION NOV. 22, 1943 HERE AT POMIGLIANO D'ARCO. WE'RE
HOPING HE BALED OUT. THOUGH CHANCES ARE SLIM. ON THE 2ND M1SS10ON R
TODAY, A 6 PLANE #13S1ON ON GUN POSITIONS, CAPT. DUNGAN FAILED TO
RETURN. HIS PLANE WAS SEEN TO EXPLOTE IN MID AIR AND THERE'S
LITTLE HOPE OF HIS ESCAPING WITH HIS LIFE. "BIG DOG", FRIEND AND
FAVORITE OF ENLISTED MEN AND OFFICERS, SQUADRON AND GAOUP, JOINED
ORGANIZATION AT KEY FIELD SEPT. 11, 1842, REPORT FROM ARMY THAT
BOTH MISSIONS WERE EXTRAORDINARILY HELPFUL DID LITTLE TO SALVE
THE DAYS LOSSES. MAJOR KIRSCH, CAPT. TILLESON, AND LT. LEWIS -
RETURNED FROM REST CAMP TONIGHT. ~
TS NG MISS1ONS. STANDDOWN TN THE MORKING. ADDITIONAL GUARDS PUT
ON PLANES LAST NIGHT. COMMENDATION {TELEPHONE) ON YESTERDAYS
MISSIONS,
T6 CONFIRMATTON WAS RECETVED ON CAPT. DUNGAN'S DEATH TODAY THROUGH
NTELLIGENCE CHANNELS. HE WAS BURIED BY ITALIAN CIVILIANS. ONE _
MISSION - ARMED RECCE. W!TH BOMBS DROPPING ON SAN GUISEPPE.

SECRET
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PAGE NC: 3 .- WAR DIARY Z27TH FT3. EGOMBER SQ., 86TH FIGHTER BC.BER GP.

MONTH OF JANUARY 1944, PREPARED BY: DONALD L. WHITNEY
- 1ST LT., #1R CORPS
S27TH FTR. BOMBER $q.

DAY EVENTS

T7 2 Z1SSIONG TOLAY. ONE ON AVEZZANO - ATTEMPTED ROADBLOCK, THE
ONT ON ANZIO HARBOR ON “E"™ BOATS WHICH WEREN'T THESE sO THE
FLISHT TUMPED ON THE QUAY. M/SGT. BAHR REASSIGNED TO THE ORG-
ANIZATION FROM 1OTH AC REPLACEMENT CENTER. LT. ROY A, JENZEN
TRANSFERRED TO PERSONNEL CENTER NO 1. FOR RETURN TO THE U.S.

THE PAYS0LL WAS SIGNED TODAY AND THERE WAS A DOUBLE FEATY3E TO-
NIGHT AT THE THEATRE. A LI3HT TREMOR WAS FELT AT 22135 HQURS.

TE TWO & SHIP WISSIONS TODAY, BOTH Wl , BOTH WITH BLwBS. 1 ON AVEZZANO AND
THE OTHER Oh FONTANA LIRI. AN A-20 CRACKED UP CLOSE TO THE
BARRACKS AT 0335 ROUSING ALL EXCEPT A FEW SOUND SLEEPERS, THOUGHT
I~ WAS AN AIR RAID. LT. PALMER ZY TO SICK IN QUARTERS.,

19 2 ARMED RECFES. TOCAY WITH FATS AMOURT OF DALAGE BEING CAUSED.

LT. SAMUEL (SAME0) DELOACH FINISHED HIS €0TH. LT. DELOACH JOINED
THE SQUADRON AT LA SENIA, NORTH AFRICA JUNE I, 1943. THE 27TH
FIGHTER-BOVEER GROUP WMCVED Ox THE FIELL TODAY, EQJIPPED WITH A-2€'.
ALSO, IT'S THE FIRST TIME WE'VE OPERATED OFF FHE SAME FIELT ¥ITH
THEM SINGE THEY LEFT KEY FIELD, MISSISSIPPl., DCUBLE FEATURE AT
MOVIE TONIGHT, .

35 AT 0430 HOURS A BEAUFIGHTCR CRACKEC UP ON THE FIELZ DAMASING
FIVE AVRCRAFT BELON3IN3 TO THE 27TH 3RCUP, 2 NMISSIONS TODAY
THE F13ST A ROAD BLOCK ANI ARMED RECZE. TO VETRALLA, THE secéiDd
A BOMBLINE CLOSE SUPPORT #ISSINON, LT. DONALD J. SitITH, "BUTTON"
FINISHED HIS 80TH TOZAY. LT. SMITH JCINEC THE SQUACRON OCT. 11,
1942 AT KEY FIELD, #1SSISSIPPI, AND HAS BEEN AR EXCELLENT PILOT
AND FLIGHT LEAZER. COMAENDATION ON- JANUARY 14TH (1SSI0ON WAS
RECEIVED TODAY FROW GEN. TEVPLER AND COL. DARCY (SEE ATTACHED)
INDIVIDUAL OFFIZERS RECEIVING COMMENIZATION:  CAPT. DUNGAN, LTS.
PALMER, RELYEA, @ADIGAN, THO/AS, STONE, WELCH AND KASPERV (K.

RUMOR PERSISTS THERE WILL BE AN INVASIOR OF ROI4E. CHICKEN FOR
SUPPER. .

5T EXCEPTIONALLY 300D 71SS1CN ON JT1TH FLIEGER CORPS IN TOWN OF
FRASCATT!. (SEE CLIPPING) INVASION SRIEFING FOR THE OFF1CERS THIS
AFTERMOON. AND DOAN IN THE ENLISTED WEN'S CLUB IN THE EVENING.

A 61 STAGE SHON AT MARIGLIANO TONIGHT.

55 D% DAY. TNVASION AROUND ANZIO ANC NETTUNO. STRANGE WE HAVE ONLY

ONE MISSICN. ON THAT MISSION WE BOMBEC ESPERIA ANT STREFED A
NUMBER OF TRUCKS. BBC COMMENTED ON QUR X1S5ION OF YESTERDAY WHEN
LT. SMIDER'S FLIGHT ECMBED JERAY FLIEGER CORPS. CAPT. RIDER DY
TO DS HQ XI| AF, (WENT TO FOGS1A TO TAKE REJULAR _ARMY EXAMN. )

535 MIGGIONS TOCAY, EBOTH 12 SHIP. BOTH TIMES WEATHAER PREVENIED
DROPPING OF BOMBS. CHURCH IN THE Ei'S CLUB TONIGHT,--CHOIR,

LT. DONALD S¥ITH TRANSFERRED TO PERSONNEL CENTER NO 1. FOR RE-
TURN TO THE U.S.

24 NO MISSICONS TODAY,
55 UNSUGGESSFUL ARMED RECCE, BOMBS BACK BECAUSE OF WEATHER. VOLLEY

BALL COURT KEPT BUSY. MOVIE AT MASIGLIANO. AIR RAID AT 2100
HOURS. VERY SHORT ALERT WITH SEARCHLIGHTS PIERCING SKY. LT,
PALMER BACK TO DUTY FROM SK _IN QUARTERS.

SCCRET
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PAGE NO. 4 . WAR DIARY 527TH FTRT ECWBER"SQ., 86TH FIGHTER BCWBER GP.

VONTH OF JANUARY 1044. PREPARED BY: DCNALD L. WHITNEY,
—_ 15T LT.. AIR CORPS
s27TH FTR. BNuBER 2q.
DAY EVENTS
56 T ITSSTON TODAY. FLIGHT NAS BROKEN UF BY SQUALL. 4 SHIPS EACH
LANDING AT 2 DIFFERENT FIELDS. SAME BOBS HAVE BEEN OVER.ENEY
TERPITORY S TIMES, ORDNANCE SARCASTICALLY SUGGESTS PAINT!NG PLANE

~

" ON BOMBS FOR EACH MISSION FLOWN NOW INSTEAT OF PAINTING BOMBS ON
PLANE. .

¥ NEW TYPE V1SS10N TODAY - COORDINATING WITH 111TH TACT. SQ. 8 OF
QUR SHIPS FOLLOWED 2 SPOTTERS OF 111TH WHO WENT AHEAD AND BELCW
OUR PLANES PICKED OUT LIKELY TAR3ETS AND RADIOED THEM TO OUR
SHIPS WHO WENT DONN AND STRAFED. PRETTY 300D BAG---

& 5 ISS10NS TODAY. BOTH ARWES PECCE'S. FAIRLY SUCCESSFUL., CAPT.
RIDER FRCM DS HQ XI1 AF TO DUTY., LT. CAMPBELL DUTY TC SICK IN
QUARTERS.

3G 2 MISSIONS TOCAY. THE 157 WAS AN = SHIP WISSTON CUMPING ON THE
TONN OF FRASCATTI, ANL THEN PATROLING THE BEACH HEAD. PILCTS
RETURNING FROW THIS A1SSION REMARKED HCX CIFFICULT 1T MAS TO FIND
A LANE TO PATROL IN BECAUSE OF THE NUMBER OF ALLIED SHI>5. LT,
HARRY A. STONE TRANSFERRED TO PERSONNEL CENTER NO 1. FOR RETURN
TO U.S. LT. STOME COMPLETED 70 MI3SIONS, JOINING THE SQUADRCN

JUNE 25, 1943 AT TAFARQU!, NORTH AFRICA.
30 NO M:ssfbﬁ'?o§IVT'”ﬁtK$ﬁtﬁ HELD THE PILOTS AND BLANES ON THE
if)

GROUND. ﬂk _ _
PAY TAY. 1 MISSION TOCAY, AN ARWED RECCE. LY. GRAJES AAS HIT

IN HEAD BY FLAK, RETURNED TO BKS. AFTER "DOC" PATCHED HIil UP,
TOTAL SORTIZS TO DATE 2,754, TOTAL COMBAT HOURS TO DATE 4038.25.
E13HT PILOTS GOMPLETED 80 MiSSIONS THIS MONTH, ONE F1LOT KILLED,
GNE MISSTN3, ONE WOUNDED. SQUACRON YEARBOOK [SSUED TO EACH
ENLISTED AN AND OFFICER. (SEL ATTACHED COPY). THE YEARBOOK,
CPL. PROUTY'S BRAINCHILD, CONTAINS, NAMES, ADDRESSES, CIVILIAN
CECUPATIONS OF SQUADRON ALUS CARTGNS ETC, 1T'LL BE AN INTERESTING
AND USEFUL SQUADRON SOUVENIAR.

SECRET




X
SGAFIe 53550 537 Fer A >
& T-s U g ‘9“}?‘f >7
a & :
— —_ YY ¢y
Vo JANUARY 9, 1944,
TO: B6TH FIGHTER-BOMBER GROUP L

FROM : 12TH A.S,C. ADVANCE CITE4D SIGNED HOUSE

MESSAGE PROPER
THE INCREASED AIR ATTACKS ON THESE LAST DAYS
HAVE BEEN VERY WELL TIMEC AND EXECUTED AND |
CONGRATULATE YOU YOUR SQD. COMMANDER AND FLIGHT
OFFICERS FOR YOUR SUPERIOR WORK AND PLEASE CONVEY
OUR SINCERE APPRECIATION TO OUR LOYAL AND GREAT
ENLISTED MEN WHO KEEP THEM IN THE AIR, o
MQ., B6TH FIGHTER BOMBER GROUP, APO 520, U.S. ARMY,
. TO:  ALL SQUADRONS.
A GOOD JOB - WELL DONE - THROUGH YOUR EFFORTS WE
ARE MAKING HISTORY EVERY DAY.

S/ HAROLD E. KOFAHL

T/ HAROLD E. KOFAHL
LT. COL., AIR CORPS,
COMMAND | NG
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) : HEADQUARTERS S6TH FIGHTER-BOMBER GROUP AAF
OFFICE OF THE GROUP PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER
APO S20 U.S. ARMY

12 JANUARY 1944,

MEMO:
TO : SQUADRON ENGINEERING SECTIONS AND OPERATIONS SECTIONS.

1. QUOTED HEREWITH EXCERPTS FROM LETTER DATED 13 DECEMBER 1943
TO MR. GEORGE CARTER FROM MR, FRANK LYONS, FIELD SERVICE MANAGER,
NORTH AWERICAN AVIATION INC:

¥ eeesAha36 INVADER PILOTS AND GROUND CREWS IN THE -
MED{ TERRANEAN WAR THEATER ARE AMONG THE VERY BEST IN ALL THE WORLD
sose FIGHTER-BOMBERS WITH 100 TO 150 MISSIONS EACH TO THEIR CREDIT,
MANY OF THESE MADE IN THE FACE OF TERRIFIC GROUND FI3E, AND WITH
TAKE-OFFS AND LANDINGS ON MAKESHIFT AIRFIELDS THAT CON%TANTLY TAX
THE WHOLE STRUCTURE OF THE AIR<PLANE.....CONSTITUTE A TEST THAT
(YOUR) AIRCRAFT HAVE PASSED WITH FLYING COLORS,

"TO FTHE YOUNG MEN WHO FLY THESE PLANES, THIS COMPANY
AND I TS PERSONNEL EXTEND GRATITUDE AND PRAISE HlTHOUf LIMITATION,
WHEN THE WHOLE STORY OF THE MAR 'S TOLD, THE WORK OF THIS COMPAR.
ATIVE HANDFUL OF BRILLVANTLY SKILLFUL INVADER PILOTS WILL CONTINUE
TO STAND QUT LIKE A BLAZING TORCH. THEY ARE NOT ONLY DOING EVERY-
THING ASKED OF THEM, BUT THEY PERSONALLY PERFECTED A BOMBING
TECHNIQUE THAT NO GROUND FORCE ON EARTH CAN WITHSTAND ..."

2. FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND DISSEMINATION.

FOR THE GROUP COMMANDER:
/S/ PAUL E. VERSEPUT,
/T/ PAUL-E. VERSEPUT
CAPTAIN, AIR CORPS,
P‘R.o' .
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17 JANUARY 1944,

URGENT

TO:  C. G. 64TH FIGHTER WING, B6TH FIGHTER GROUP
FROM: 12TH AIR SUPPORT COMMAND CITE ASD, SIGNED HOUSE
MESSAGE_PROPER #

BELOW MESSAGE HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM THE COMVANDER
IN CHIEF 3AD ALGIERS DIVISION QUOTE:
THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 3RD ALGIERS DIVISION THANKS
12TH A, S. C. AND ALL FIGHTER BOMBER AND MEDIUM BOMBER
GROUPS FOR THE ACCURATE SUPPORT GIVEN TO GROUND TROOPS

¢ DURING THE PREVIOUS DAY AND ON THE 12TH AND 13TH OF
JANUARY [N PARTICULAR. ’

A TRUE COPY:

/S/ PERCY C. FAUSKIN,

/T/ PERCY C. FAUSKIN
CAPTAIN, AIR CORPS
ADJ., BETH FTA-BOMB. GP.




: S .ny Freo Bowmds

. » b’eu.,-,.._)- -
70!..... Y‘7(

HEEADQUARTERS ggTH FICHTZR BOISZR SROUP ant .
APO 520 . 8. Arzy

20 Jam_mr:,' 1944.
SUBJICT:  Corcendatien

0 ¢ Yaj. Z.a. Sland, 525tk Ftr 3onmd Sq.
' Cept. D.E. Sc-uyler
L. 7.0, Jackzon
It. J.L. Griswcld
Lt .G, Wond
Tt. 5.6 N'ell
L. "?. Z-Z-'.ok'
t. CuE. Shau-ty
Cnu.. f.i.. Dungan, 527th Fir Somd Sq
li. 2. Paluer
Lt. V.X. Relven
e Ju'. Yadigan
t. R.9. Tronas
Zt. E.A. Stoae
L:. 2.C. Yelce.
Lt. 7.7, Xasp.rvik

4

1. Attached nereto are true copies of correspordence frow iign-
“r nerdquartert coumending thls group for cutstanding work,

2+ "hile eredlt for these feats c:mcern an? arc a pattor of
creat pride to the graup as a “‘hole, they should bo a srurce of evor
greater sride %o you.

"1 wish to adé ny norson:l comzendrtion to those of Go-.
Te: alcr and Col. Darcy, nnd say "Well done."

,Zu/uf Lolati
'lnBOLD . XOiafZ

Lt. Col.. Air Corps.
Cormanding.
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HEADQUARTERS
XII AIR SUPPORT CQI.ALD
PO ¥374

18 January 1944,

¥EMO IC:  Commanding Officer, 86th Fighter GCreup.

l. TForwarded herewith 1g a perscnal note received by the under-
sigred froo General Tecpler of the S56th Division. The nessage refers
to two (2) pissions executed by your group on Jenuary 14th in which

you attacked enory pesitions near the mouth of the GaRIGLIALG RIVER
in the area oagt of l.INTURIO,

2+ I happered to neet General Teopler at a conference on
January 1S5tk, Ee wan especially enthusiastic about your show, and
in addition to aaying everything included in his letter, stated that

the pilots had pressud hone their attacks in a much nore determined
ranner than he had heped for,

3¢ 1 feel trat the attitude expresscd in the attached letter
is typical of the feeling of front line Arny wmnits with respect to air
participation ‘4 the prescnt campaign. The enthusiastice execution
of close supzort miscions has produced an arazing interest and .
appreciation, In pany caces, the interost engendered by your close
support work has brought about a fuller realization of the extent to
which yoir offorts well boyond the bombline have influenced the battle,

/e/ Thozas €. Darey
Jt] TEGas €. DaRCY,
Colonel, Alr Corps,
1 Irel: Chief of Starr,
Incl 1 - Porsonal note fror Gen. Tenplor of 56th Div,

‘__-) A 71&32021 ‘

. Captain, 4ir Corps,
i AdJ, 86th Ftr Bomb Cp.
~
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