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uq 86th Fighter Group AAF
Outline Wistary - Nov 19L4

HEADQUARTERS 86TH FIGHTER CROYP AAP
- - APG 6

AG 31he7 ' 30 Novenber 1Ll
SIMJMCT; ‘istorical Records.
10 s Commanding oen‘enl, YXII Tactical alr Comsand, APD 650
1. Outline Higtory of Headquarters 86t: Fighter Group AAF for the
period 1 Movember-1i to 30 Yovarber 194,

2. Present designation; Headquarters 86th righter Group, XXII
Tactical alr Croemand,.

be Changes in organizatiom; B )
(1) Changes in designation, assignment, or attachment,

(a) changes in desiznation: Mone.
(b) Changes in ‘assigrment s None.
(¢) changes in altacrment ; Yone.
(2) Subordinates 'mits; Mone.
(3) changes of Commanding Qffiers; “lone.
(L) r~nanges of staff officers; None.
(5) rhanges in T/0% }!-cms.
¢o Strength, commissionad and enlistad;
(1) »onth ©f vwovember 19Lh:

(a) At begining: 25 officers, 1 warrant officer and 56
enlisted men assigned. !

(b)“;et Increase: 1 officer and L enlisted men assigned. .
(c) Net Decrease; Yone.

(d) At endy 26 officers, 1 warrant office® and 60 enlistédmon.
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d. Stations,
(1) pisa airfiels Italy.
() rate of arrivaly 23 oOctober 19%L. (A) party
(b) nate of departire; Present atation.
(<) Present Station; Pisa air mase, Pisa, Itily.
es ovements: “one. D
f. Campaipens;
(1) ame: 3icilian, Ttalian, Southern Trance.
(2) turation; 18 sugust 1543 to date - campairm £till in progress.
g+ Operations; -
(1) rarpaign; Ttaly
(2) mature of operations; Arme? recces, road blocks, rail cutting,
enexy occupied bulldings, supply lines, aircromes, commimication lines, escort,
and anti-flak diversion missions. These missions were cniefly executed in the
ro Yalley.
(3) mumber of missions and sorties for period 1 Wovember 134 to
30 vovember 1%.ML: 1% vissions ind 1156 Sorties for entire Group.
(4) Results for the most important missions; See squadron histories.

he Zommanding officer in important missions; companding officer
flew five mi.,sinns, nore of tne missions very spectacular.

ie Lns:es in action, *one

Je Tormer and pr-.sent- nembers wno nave distinguisned themselves
in action: (1) 1st Lt. =inley Z. ®"rinley - 0-79607L DRC

2+ Tnclosed is 7ar piary, Headquarters BSth wighter sroup AAF, for
the period 1 Wovember 19LL to 30 Yovezher 19LL.

)
A g For the Commanding ¢fficer:
Incly ' PAUL E. vmwm’u'r
2 copies - “yar "lary ' Major, Air Corps,
62 ~ Group §=2 -

-

—ERET ) )
e S 1% £
. . P SRSV SIS VS Lionc s




;,"-'\a.)I =T

6-ECRET .

TTSTARY OF TE 8671 T10uTER Ardie are
» Group Headjnarters = k *
Pisa airfield, pisa fﬁaly.
‘mvemb:r 19k

________ - - e m e e e me—m—————————— doee —

1 There were five missions flown today and both'the A party at Pisa and 3
party at Groaseto operated from tneir respective hases, cur oferations
are connected by courier service between the ‘wo bases. ¥ajor rauskin
of 5=1 section arrived todiy to setup operations., Vajor Verseput flew %o
cmand, whicl is located at Florence.

2 nain interrupted our operations for the day and a $tanc—down was called
10 otclorks Tn the afternoon Cole “Mates Croup Goomander, came domm to the
line and took charge of evacuating all operatiocnal aircraft to Taraguina, ~
vord was received that river Armo was overflowing its banks and that there
would be possibilities of the field being flooded. The flooding of the Arrno
caused an added misery tn the Itallan town folk of Pisa. All transportation
to anc from Plsa wa_ at a stand still. The high water mark in nur bivcran
cret was six inches at the enlistedmrns mess hall,

3 Today w¥2s anotner unoperational day, with the flon? waters receening.
Tne tngincers blew up several levies tn srier to save tne main br dre
arross tng Arno river,

i “notnar day »¢ stan2 ‘ﬂm. nur aircraft returmnd today from Taraquinia
airfielde Tt was lezrned today that oxr ® partyv at Srossels acs zisg in
the flux's ™Mere, it sesms that a dix hrove above tne city anu causea the
witer Lo rise to fifteen feet in sm2 spetse In e ofricers club the

"water rose to the seconn floor levil.

¢ T, sas the flrst vood day of 5. ~~tiong ve have had since comning unto
tnis Tielde T™me Jroup {lew 73 sorties. -
mne first novie anown tonlent at our new treiter was "gadl tne Congueroring

steret Mls pleture was enjoyed by all wnn attended.

6 njiar operatisns to’ay were on the Trenner ass, which resulted with eleven
rissions ann seventy-three snrtieg. In this locality our range can ecover
all of “erman.held ftaly.

7 All three squadrons are now gperating from tnis base.

The movie this overmg was "meautiful but mrcke”,

4 Anotner day of no fl,ring, stil) bad weatnere.
“1la lofan® and her show were in Pisa, tnose that attended saild tnat tne
crow wis pretty much the same as when M first seen at Marigliano Italy.
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WAR DIARY N7 ™E “CTH CTRITRR AROUP AAT (rontinued)
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. e N
- nroup "adquarters -

- pisa Airfield, Pisa Italy
- | November 1944

17 The growp had another good day fring 2leven missioa.
It secma that winter is finally seting in as in the early worninc-s it gets
quite oold, :

A thirty-five piec
but. never showed up. tany of the ermip personnel drove *

the "parretts of Wimpolae Street”.

e band was schedulad to play ub of theater this-evening
n Teghorn Lo see

. e W =g W @ = e e

11 ~nis section resumed having daysoff ayaif.
+1th the cnld weatner seting in most everyone is rmning around trylsp to
regisinion, borrow, cnisel or steal 2 stove and some pipes Stova pipe tnis’
soar seems to be a problem it seems that nospitals and living gua~ters have
priority « wavhe tne o?fice persornel are'nt suppose to get cnld.

12 7roup ofCicers mass an? the enlistedmens mess are now useing chinmwars to
eat froa. Although we still have to furnish our own utensi
one of tae pond lom days beck in the states.

enlistecinen have a barber and a tajlor ir their bivouac ared.
"had while nere in Italy, and tlo
Pisa, when war came
actureing of wniforms

13 “roup "q.
The barbar is one of the bast they have
tailr formerly operated I large shop in the cityol
to this part of tne country, he specialized in panul
and garments for “erman o.’ftcers. . .

e ————— - o B e = gy >

"‘,ol.~C<>vL'1gt.r7n Trom YTIT "act.i':;al Alr Cormana
4 aperationg and 3poke with

1, ctand-dorm for the groun.
and Gole ¥immel of &°nd vighter Ting, visite
Tuole Natas.

@ n o e = T 2 > g e v P e W P s e Al TS —o oo T R iad

15 snothar stand=down for the group, dua %n hish wind=,
USRS PP SRR S el bt et
15 idministrative inspectors froz YYTT T,A, . ars here insrecting the growp
and are chiefly stressing safeguarding military Ln!;:mtim. .
—— —— e e = e e o = PR SPEEY ——
17 cmvermr men of uq.-were promotdd hoday, tais is tne firs: promotion of any-
me in neadquarters since vay 1%.-
Z at the mess nall. The party

van promoted tocday staged a party this evenin
¢t In sadh A swing that yot would think that everyone got promoted.

— —
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12 p7 voblle Tralning mit arrived on this base for training of pilots,
anginesring and mechanics. .

¥ J bR i

11s it still reminds
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4R [TARY OF TYE 08TY WIGWTSR GROTP 4a”  (Continued)
- -~ nroup readquartere -

Pisa airfield, piza Ttaly

. -

Novezber 15Uk *

20 nencral Darcy visited operatione and Tnhalligence. PR
s tand=!own was declared at ncoon t~iay for training and malntnance, s
—q 'or Torsenat attended a lecture today -n military censorship regvliations s
at Lephnrn. ~ _
- wnllstedgen of Wq. nad rifle ingpectlion this evening, following the inspection
: 2 lectars on small armz was conducted by T/5gt. De cello of Tpe (rdnancee.
21 »ems nas arrived todav that personnel of this group may bo sent hane on
“twirty day rotation plan. Thic has taen the chief diseu=sion throughout
. all tho sections. As to who was gaing first, why ne should ¢o inatbad ol
- the othar “ellcw, who nas had more mervica averssas and questions similare

22 Tonight way opening nignt for tbe new #nlistadmens club. All who waere

present nalra pood time. A dance was held and maisic was furnishad hy ouar .
awn vroup  snde
............. e e tm e —— ———————— - ——————

73 +xlay the group celebrated its seeond Thanksgiving overseas. The firut was
4t Tomicliano. Tl
~he groap had a stand-down today due to abortive w-ather whicn in sooe
reapects turned oat in oar favor as both the officers and the enlisteimens
pess halls put on a tiz dinner with plenty of turkey for all.
*n *he evening some > the men celebrated a little at both the "lubs.

25 Lt.7ene ¢ arnay landed on tnis field tadaye

e e e = 1 . o - - = > = - S s = -

28 rocay with good flving weatnor tne group scored 73 sortias and 21 missions.
vade Jistrination of girfiela nefense Plan to all units on tnis field.

29 Parsonnel o uq. were presentcd with orders aathorizing them wearing .
gro.ap citation ribbon.

e - e e ——— el
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N £ifective taday an order was issued at tnis Hqe fortbidding admission of
* sivilians to the groun thmater. : . . . .
ttaliun solaiers wnich will be used as guards on tnis field, moved in today .

. and are bivaaaced on the opposite side of tne fleld. : L




s,

Sa

UTADQUARTERS LOTH 144

TER GRC'P AAT
APO &5
A6 217 31 pecember 17l
SMBJICT: Historical Recordsa™. [ ] .
70 ¢ Comzanding gereral, {711 Tactical Alr Cuwmand, Ae«PeCe 650.

’ 1. Qutline History of Headquarters 86th Fighter Group AAF for the
period 1 Decemoer 15l to 31 Decembder 1shhs
&8s Prosent designation: Headquarters 86th Pighter sSronup, YIXII
Tactical Alr Compand.

b. Changes in organizationg
(1) changes in designatine, asciTuuent, or attachaent: Yomes

Ce_Strenptii, wn.nissicned and enllsted;
(1) ummth of Jeceaber, 9Lk _
(3) AY heginning: 26 officers, X warrant officer and
G enlisted ner assigned. . .
(b) et irncreaze; MNorea
(¢) Net decrease; <ne officer. _
(d) Ab erd: 25 officers, 1 warrant orficer, and < .
enlisted nen assignece

de Statlons;
(1) >isa airfizld, Italye.
-, (2} TDate of arrival:
b} . Date of derartare;

23 petober, 15uh.
TTizent station.
e. Lovencntty MNone.
I+ Campaigrs; ® .
(1) sicilian - 3 Jdly 19u3 to WL ausast 3.
(2% southern rrance = 15 augast 13:L to 20 Awgust 19LbL.
(3) itelian
_(a) waples woggia L e=tober 1943 te 21 Jxnaary louke
(b) Ram grmo 22 January 13Lh4 ~ crill in prulress.

e Cperations:

(1) campaipn; Pome Arnc.

(2) ravre of operationsy froup flew 103 pmissions on flxe
Suppart t.arse:.—;, eneny strong points, occupled areas, ‘reop concentrations.
(rajority of £lose Support missicas frected by controller, "Rover Joe").
the balance of rissions were on lines of coomunications, dumps, and
‘opportunity targets, with the major effo~* on rail line interdiction.
Total destruction for th: manth of December was impressive. (sce nonttly
samar s attached). *lew more missfcne and sorties than any previous azonth,
exceeding even May 13LlL's »all oatr effort.
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(3) Wwber of missions and sn-ties fsr period 1 Dacerber o °

to. 31 December 19LL; 255 rmicsions, and 1630 sortied for entire froup.
(L) -Pesults of most important missions; see £q. histories.
he r‘omman'*ing offtcers in important mis:uons: -
(1) «Colonel Farl E. Rates oomanding 85th Migatar qroup, 1 Dec.
1%L to 31 Dec. 19u4.
(2 )Madws in impo"t.:m’ miscions — See Sq. hiz:,cx-*

i. losses *n artion: "one fron froup “eadnuartpra.

: Je Former and present membo-rs wh~ nave distingalisned tn::'.ﬁelvcs

in antion;
(1) Firsch Robert J. 0—700566 najor, Hq. 85th Piontar Sroup

was awarded the [¥C forextraordinary achleverent while pa.rticipab‘n" in

aeriil flignht as pilot of a P,7 type alrcrafte On 1i Dorember 1944,

Pelor Kirscn led a four rlane flignt ¢f fighter-bombers in an attack ‘1gn

enex) sun pasitioms near Castel San Plelro, Ttalye Nizplaying s:pe'“}or

leadersnin and reso'rcefulness as ne skillfully wancuvered throich an

clmost solid overcast upcn the appreach tn the target area, "ajor Xirsch's

preciaion-directed run over tre oblective angbled his p471s Lo resister

.drect hits, causing a Sremendous explosion and starting a number of fires.

fn nore than eignty coctal missions, his outstanding preficiency and atead-

fast devotion to duty nave reflacted preat credtt upon fimself and ¢!

firwd Torces of the 'mitad 3tatem. . . .

(2) Relrea Vincert ¥. 0-429%Lii3, Carte, fiqs BGth 'irmer 62031 JEEEN

was awarced the first Oak leaf f'lust,o. to the Alr Vedal, Livergmmo, Ttsly.

?. Incloaed 88 Yar Dlary, "ealjuarte-s B6tn Aghtnr :~oup AAT, for the

p-:riod 1 Zuearber l9hh to ?1 Decembar 19,

- Por tne Corr;nanding Officer: N

' - i Saptalﬂ, A.ii' Oorpa,
Inclg - o : Group Historian -
2 copies - Yar D*lar,' : - .

»

!

-t

N ‘&

‘

-

ot ek LR S E s e A g fa,

:

e

a ey

.

SO RS



-

En ; o) ) — '
~—t 3 - - - > -
. f K] »
v . .\l\ .
¥ e
, t - ’
7\
-\‘:1 - M
- Smamm T S -~ "
. . -’ N -
. S n ‘? - E Y

- #RUDBARY OF T B6TH FIGTTER GROL® AAF -
R =iTroup Meadasarters -

XA - :
o Plsa Alrfield, 1taly

Decenbher.

1 Flew 15 missions $nday, the najority invaccordance with operations Order
#3, wnden assigns the d6tn Groap a specific arca for interdiction of roads
and railways. Accomplizhed twenty three ralleuis and “oor road blocks,
and destroyed a considerable amownt of rolling stocke 1 JU 38 castrpyed
‘n alr by ¥27tn Squadron. 1635 “ediim paintenance un$t moved on the Pisa
Alrbase todav. ' .

2 Apain flew zissions on Zperation's Order #3, suttin: rail iines, otc.

S s T L s Ve TR B T 1 g
P

N

(PO

Only one ship damaged by fla¥ todar against 7 damaped yesterdaye An '

attractive ciyn arected at the entrance to the field, "pica Airfiald, naze
of tne Tnvaders, Yome of Fover Jo8, Tne GT's Triende” :iany Tront line
troeps observing tne siripec t3ile on a 36 P=U7, remar% “There's a Rover

<06 plane.” An article in i recent cditfon af Yark prhlteizes erowmnd alr
support, and uses Mnstriped tall F=<L7 in 11lustratior 27 3 Rover joa Milasion,

3 S"mddrm_\ today fue 0 inclewent weatrer, ° / ,
Kapal® ] .

U Srog resred flring elose sunprrt /ugver Joe) faissions today. ~rops S0
gprointed ar Richard 7avior ass't vror ozfration's officar; vajor
Pere” Co Fauslin frow adminislrative inspecthr rice L>e Gol. ™omas; lst
Lte . Clirford Adlar, 927%n 5. apoointed c Z84Ce~ for the nfficert's

oltby 1ot 14, Adb2rt 0. 0ltmann, Gpe m., o v+eq asstt Cl', nfficer.

S ealher forceq standdown mtil noon. Flew two\Zover Joe nisciorns, and
several rail citting mission: in the p w'tn no'x tafalar results.
fenecral Larcy, Deputy Commander YYII T\7, arrived wais hase today and
~111 stay overr'-nt with Lhedin “moup. A1l ofrir-er;m“ nligted men
attendsd an information and education series of Mirs at tn&n p treatke--
Sex hyplene, orientation, and tefmnical Ti'w nn "Detonation® Yo aireralt.

S fenerals Taker, Camnon, Cnidlaw, and Darcy visited tne base todgy. vour’
sucrers il missions this =owmin, recce'd Pn valier, Lt weatner| foreed a
starddbin at noone  The fraun naupleted 2.4 missions todare “RJletin posted »
today atated tnat all personrel now naving =wons in town ¥’1i rks e uarters
At barracks, “ne hicnh YelLe rate inf%e prunn oricipitatec Lie order. .

— a— -

7 alr anpd lox ~<ilfngs neld opersiiont to a ainimuri.  f mitiva inspection

-~

was cade tolTo by Col. “ztes 5 tue Mmlisted aem's quiarters and APoie e
Grnap theatre is showing *Tragon Seen™ tanirnt, : N

2 Ltamddorm all dav todzy.e "he continued bad weatner mac 21307C miirlenance -
to 46t alreraft dn pood shape, DPasses for civilfan angloyves were dictri. -

_ LN % vardods mits on the [MMeld todar by the base seniolty offlcer. .
' [}
N -1~ ——
. T sEeopmm - . )
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f Pisa pirrisld, I%aly . ) ' . N
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9 Aj;aln bad weather cuNtailed onerationsc-ier aizslons flown. 23330 bed roeck
4 now eflectlve every chte  "Panama vattiex, LBC stiow playing at the Air ¢
o Corps Twatre drawing=9ar;e crowds. - : .
s ‘ Al L
i .- 10 15 missions today, the majorlﬁv on clese s'mport tarsets 4th consi=tentl" - “
: good ratulis. Thas "P7tm gqe dastroyed a ME L10 in aerfal cr-r.bat todaye.
- ‘ neneral Amold, Tripadier “enerals Chidlcw ami larcy und the Drsziiim AMr -
z o tinister visited the Pisa aimase today. - :
[ 11 only twn cieeions “oday, due to weatzer. Col. ates held a moe'c.m' o é
‘¢ e pllots, and yave a lecture on "Operational proceddure on the flaler,
¥

. : 12 Standdown de to bad weabhar}n ‘

“ 13 e Group flew seventeon rissi-ns Snday om front line tarwefs and eneny’ - .
: - dongrmirations. There was a chase in the Tntellipence orpanization of
- . = the “roup. Roth f‘.roup ass't intallivcence officers transferred-- Lt. iolf
e : L to t12 S526th Sq., and Jte Toller to the 527k Sge. It D'mean, ro FRO
“iven atditional duty as ass't Intelligence officer, ard Z2artain “hitney
w3 transferred from S?7th Sq to Sro'm ac ass't Int.olligmce 0fficer. Tue
woaklv da-:«-c was heid a. the 0ff%ceri club tonighte

1y In splsc of pPrsLstenf overcast at 5/60001, Yeveral flichts a*tacked the
frent llne aroas. yajor Hirscn, led one, a nar t.if’ula.rly spectacylar mission
cordn: fn under the ov~rcast to a low=level hanbin of a neaelw Ser positicn,
ehristmas packares are arrivine by the sack full, a feellne of good will o~
ward tne mail clerks Sor . chanre. ud -

P e €

15 T2 rajor part »f tre dafis effort was against front line targets. 7eatner
orevented tne last three missicns from reacning their primarv targets, sc
ther ofTactirly attacked ratl Yines. > } S

T

‘ , 10 Mantner avain cutiiled operaticrs. Severn mission wers flown, four of thewn’
; : . M im6 town o Tossignano nhere an enemr counterattack hed taken plare. A
g . - necsage was recleved froon ASC; "“round reports on all missions Toasignano
: tom — A1l bombs tarpet area, Fires and excellent res-xl-.a. e Oroup flew
1t1s 2,500th ~iss’en teday. e enlisted persornel were icsued a new. type
ted-rcll’ todar. ' o - . .

Cp

17 The customarv owercast in Yorthrrn Ttaly once agein. errtailed hoday'
‘schodilee  Yarshalling yarca and rafl lines mers efféectively attackeds The !
Congresslonal partv odrclsd the base in f-4i7's, then flew on to lorence. . K
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TAR NTATT OF TUL 6T FIGUTIO GRA T AAT o ' -

"= Jroup 'taodijaarters -

- 7 .
7. Pisa Alrfleldy Ivaly
) ‘ " Dezerber T . . R
18 ™z CTroa: flew saven wlssions this rmornin,. ar. rall Iinos, then the wedather
) callad a r2lt to the cajs operationse. Yose Clare Lace Rooth, agcomoanied l
e by Jeneral-Dercy visited Pisa hase anc luncheg with.0rl. ":'es and t'e stalf :
- o""icers al the officar's mesas.

4

19 4 atan:r!o-m was delcared” at ;.CC nou-a dum to weatmr. Pour ‘missions ni%
nit the mucn pamnded gun positions at P. Bianca. )

T - -
20 rowr excellent recannaisance missions tnis afternoan netted 12 locamotives .
and twenty motar transports destroyede Group enlistsd men went un-ough .l
ga3 chamber to check masks..PX r::iions issued todly-noboer ) 6

t
21 peavy overcast covered h.m\. arsae Two successfil recces dutroyod 12 : ;
locamotives and th-goc: locamotivese USO show tonight at Group theater.
The theater, newly chr. . .ned »rhe Thunderbalt Theater® is snared with the ~
350th righter Group.. St at Enlisted Nens Club by local talsnt. Dance at :
O0fficers Club. Qood attendance at ofﬁ.ccr: Club witn advent of 105ta Statiaa |
nospital in pisa area, - .

[

22  full days effort 'on rrant lins urgou. group has resusesd issuing puau, o .
80 & few will ba able to spend Cnristmas on pass.

. 23 Armed roconminncc nissions cftoct.in witn large amount of tomng stock -
L I destroyed or damaged. ASC received following message from Firat Guards,
*Your courageous atticks observed witn gratitude and admiration by all ranks,
~ - Beat alr support we nave ever nade Plsase convey owr approcht.ia: to pilots
. and emdoleneo £ losses suffersd. "Many Thanks¥, . I |

24 Stand down due_ to weather. Two volunteer missions destroyed switch engine. . H
Officers of 'group gave liquor raticns far December to enlisted men. Liquor =~ 1
was available at enliated ments bar ‘between 1000 and 1700 today. club cloud
tmight. Widnight ymass (lilitu'y) in Cathedral of Pisl tonighte

25 chris: nly-- Business as munl 12 srwed rocamiunco nissins. 1ast year
we celebrhited Cnristmas at Pomigliano, Italy. Then we were hoping to be . S
celebtating Christmas at home this ysar, despite the Lirl HEiver stalemate.. ' } S
© worale iz good cansidering the length of time overseas, and the natural desire |~ =~ -
" to be at hawe over holidayse Excellent Christsas mall service and good ratiams | .
has helped keep marals at high leul. Lances at mlhtad Icn'l and oftic.ro :
Club tanight. PN R,

(4

26 Good Operational day. News of Jerry break trgrough in ﬁ'moo nobcdng-







