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WAR DIARY OF THE 86TH FIGHT™R GROUP, AAF D-v-3
= Qreup Headquarters -
Bramschardt Alrbase, Germany

April

1. Easter Sunday. A dance was neld at the enlisted men's club. The Girls
cage from Nancy and the surrounding villiages dressed uwp in their Sunday best.
To have seen this one would never thnk that there was sti]l a war going on, as
everyone had a very good time.

2 .
2+ Weather hampered the activity of the day yet all in all there were very good
resul ¥ when tne final tally was made. A new member to Meadquarters, 1st. Lt.
ReBs Woyle was assigned teday in tne capacity ef zss't. Alr Insp. :

3+ Bad weather curtailed activity fer the day. 1ste. Lte Ge J. Frey was trans-
fered to Greup ﬂeadquarters in the positien of Ass*'t. Dperation's Officer.

k. Teday's major effort was directed against the enemy in Gloge Support nisa:.ons,
with vary goed results.  Fer the first time this year Group Headquarters E.Me
had their spring workout in baseball. -

5+ Information and Education forms were distributed te the men of the Group
for a survey which is being conducted in order to det.emino the varieus ceurses
- of instructien to be held after V-E Day.

6« The film presented at Group theatre was "Reughly Speaking", with Rosalind
Russell and Jack Carson. The boek ¢f the same name nad been read by many and
therefore the film made quite a hit with many of the mene. New that tae push into
Germany is goi":g on, many of the Pllots can be seen driving German captured

. vendcles whiclwere secured from the 7th Army. e

7« 1In today's miasions we had twe contacts witn emeny aircratt - strikes were
scored and beth enemy fwrmations were broken we N

8. A n.VQ of excitement prevailed when a P-51 attemptod to lad a.ni was caugbt
in a cress-wind and ran off the rumway. Seeing that he was going to rum inte
the 527th Intelligence agea be hit his brakes and nosed over. The pilot was
reported alright and the plane was damaged slightlye.

9. Tois was Flag day for the "Invaders", namely the most successful day in the
Croup's History against enemy aircraft. The Grand Totals Destruction of 3 Fi~
190's and 2 UE-109%s in the air, 2 ME--10918 on the ground, in addition to the
damaging of 8 more FW-190's (5 en the ground, 3 in the Air) and ons ME-262 in

the air. 1 locometive, 16 R/R cars, 20 U/T, 5 builldings, 2 tanks were destroyed,

2 loconotives, 12 R/R cars, 10 ¥/T, 32 bulldings, 2 AFVS damaged and had a tendency
to make the chesse more binding — Csngratulatiens are in order.
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10, The following membars of this Group have honored themsclvee by recieving
the Bronze Ster Awerd on General Order #63, deted 9 April 1945, 12t~ TehsCet

Lt. Col James XK. Thomas 0517908 Cherl-ston We Vae

l'a jor Paul E. Verseput 0£12252 Grend Repids Mich,

Ma jor Percy C. Fauskin 0559776 Portlend N,D.

Captein Julius D, Bobertson 0561920 : Yegaunee Mich.

Captein Jack B, Gross 056116< : Harrisbury Pe.
‘Tre Group's total missions and sorties increased heavily toda‘ with the adaition
of 12 Nissions and 137 Serties to tre total, ' —

11, The Greup flew 9 missions and 107 sorties todsy. The effort directeu

chiefly aggnst enecmy strongpoin:.: and the town of ODHEIW with the ultimate

resylt in claims most satisfactory, Major Verseput and an edlisted men of his
~gertion left for the new field et Gross Gerau, Germany, to stert the bell rolle-

ing end to expedite the Group's next move, the first one into Germany. The

general feeling amoni the men regarcing the proposed uove to Nazi land is not of
=lacrity butiperhaps one of curiosity. The prohibition of fraternization cefinitely
cuts out the so sguccaessful dence of both officers and enrligted wen's club -« Oh
Welllll C'Este La Guerrelll

12, Col, lee, Captsins Kelyea and Gross flew to the new field today to join
Major Versenut primsrily to check on housing end me:s facilities for officers

and enlisted men, designate arscs for the line gnd vericus section, disgperssal
arcas, ete. end creck the general conditions o: the ficld. ilsre st good Olte
Tentonville the vsual signs of husile end bustle so comon nrior to moving are
tekin; form, including (lest and but not least) the "Perting is such sweet sorrow"
scenes betwen the men and thiir respective Mademoiselles, Rough!ld Especislly
cogsmerinp the 1mm1nen+ move is to Germany vheve "Hands Off* is and must be the .
policr

1%« Fridey the thirteenth, fortunately wes uneveptful with resnect 1~ *614 Man
Herdluek®, with no operetiors due.to inclerert weether, Advance parties of var-
ious sectirns heve begun *to leave fcr Germeny end the new field, Reports drift-
ing back (via *the cld "Crepevine") * 1 us ihe new locality is ddeal for operatinn. .
Elevation of 550 feet with 8 Eest 4o .est runway of epproxinately 5,600 feet,

stecl mattin: in the center with concrete on both ends. A grest improvement over
the virtual ski jump we rave hers .r Tantorville. The new field we hear also
~-boasts of approximatel: 75 dispersel areas on our cide of the runwey with approz.

LO ou_the other side which shall be used by the £15th Nizht Fighter 8n.

14. As it stends mow, a gcodly percertese of the  roup should HU L., vermeny by
Koruey eveninge umors have it, that as of row it shell be Lte Col. Kirseh, ¥ajor
Cors, iiajor Bullard sné Capteiin Moyle., Speaking of promotions, our ubiquitous
S/Sgt. Antkony Sacco shOu"d be advized of being uvped one grade tc T/b,«t.. also

Cpl, Diry, sheevin 57 “Ye yode romm ~-  gte. end wick willisms of the - wer to '
uc»rporal. Lpngmtulations to the we .eserved promcticna, Here cox- the cigars,
if there were oiinrs. I .

15. otill eperating cut of wenterville, ‘fomerrow will probebly Le owr lest dey

L flyire fren this ficld, i dhen 4o “ie hr:d of 20 ¢ Tedeschi,

\}
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rnia'brlnga to mind our slogan' way baeck in Gela, Sicily, "Thanksgiving in Rome,
Christmas at homet"., That was 19k3. .Oh well, at least the end of this theatre
is now definitely immbnent, and after that; wro knows?:

a

16. Wound up owr last day of operations from Tantonville, France flying 8
missions and 88 seorties. OQur move to the new field is now in full swing via

motor transpert and B=25. with the exception of the few necessary rear parties — ..

the group as a whole should be in Germany by Wednesday. Many of the men drew
their last P.X. rations fram this area in lieu of the potential possibllity
of no P.X. for awnile.

. 17. Our first mission from Gemman soil off at 0620 hours, inaugerated with a
day of air cooperation witnh VI Corps flying Armed Recces. The total for ths
day was 10 missions, and 92 sorties. Of necessity our intial menus consisted
of "¢ rations, but Fortunately the new variety, whicn are definitely a big
improveent, complaints - Nil. The setup here is most satisfactory. The villages
of Gross Gerau and Buttelbonn border the field. The bivouac area for the enlisted
personnel is Jocated in a beautifully wooded area bordering the South end of the
"field. The Group and Squadron Ops, .and Int.,Group Engineering, Armament; Ordnance
ard Communications Sections all line the edge of thls wooded area. Running West
to East adjacent to the rurnway are the line sections of 527 - 525 ~ 526 respect-
ively. QGroup S~1 and S-i, enlisted mess and I and % are also situated in the
wooded area. The officers are quartered in requisitioned heuses in Gross (eraue
For the mess the local "Gasthaus" theugn partislly damaged by artillery fire
is being utilized to good advantage. A former cafe and pastry shop (replendent
with eutdoor terrace) serves gs the efficers club. Those efficers who were
fortunate enough te have been nere last evening, enjoyed the privilege of part-
icipating in the infermal opening and fmbibing in lecal beer and the ususl nard
stuff. A partially destroyed pnote shop will serve as the Group's phete shops
The town of Gross (erau boasts of a gosd sized eutdeer swimming poel (slighuly
damaged) on widch repairs have already begun and which will afford many hours
of relaxatien fer the men in the near future. .

18. The men have all been sweating eut K.P. duty, but lo and behold eur good
mess sargeants have acquired same bramy Russeian lads .te de tne kitchen cheres.
A sign of relief is in order. An effort is being made te set up a barber shop, .
and nens tee :sesn as oeveryene is badly in need of tenserial work.- Leeks as
toough everyone and his brother will hgve a civilian car ef his ewn, Wut rumers
nave it, that Cemmand will shertly call in all requisitioned cars. Well, it's
fun while 1t lasts. .

19. Yo date ne regulaer P.X. has been establisned in this neck of the weeds.
Nowaver one package of cigarettes and one checelate bar (trepical type) is .

the regular daily issus, in addition to toeth pewdsr, soap, matcnes and gum.

Ne cemplaints abeut chow these days, what with fresn meat ence a day, fresh eggs
several mermnings during the week, and potential deer hunters already en the leese
with promises ef vensioen steaks any day new: Tne efficers club iz new in full
swing and plans are being maile to get. the enlisted men's club goinge a
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20, In additien te nis ether duties, 13%. It. Jamee F. Shert 0-5:0228 has been:
Fappainted base engineering efficer, effactive as of ovon date. uartermaster
called Inquiring as te whethsr wetd care for a low legs of beer. Voruld we???
Yoll, 1t wag enjoyed by alll Our ness alse acquired quite a chche of captured
pickles and hers d! ouvres. ‘

-— - R . - . — e e e e ———a—

21 oOneo of the local Burgemieistars was ovear today relative o obtaining per—
aisuien fer the fum workarc to entor the Noald Lo work at thedir crops, Nate
urally for security reasons permission was not granted. Radlo reports zolegna,
Italy has been liberated, and the advance en Berlin is continuimg at a teady
pace. G.o‘- Snow, ..

224

23o A meeting ef the board ef the enlisted men's club was held te discuss plans
f& the coming anniversary party, and to decide upon sultable location. The 527th
bivouac area nas been tenatively choosen. Everyone is looking forward te the
coming celebration. : T .

24e Chalk up two more ME=109's (in the air) during teday's dusk patrel. c,atf:tt...
£26tn Squadron. The Croup was fertunate in requisitiening a large assemblylinall
(former Nazi Versammlungs SaaY) in the lecal canning factery. The swimming pool
is ready for usa, Mewever the w=ather is still unseasenably en the chilly side

25¢ YPrem the = :ndpoint i mer:_.s tils was V-day. The efficers club furnisned
ice cx~am for i. sn chew ard fer winner the hunters came threugh ard eur sppetites
wore. ¢ sted“with selicleus veniser steaks and ice cream tepped this grand meal,
The day weund Wz with t-: shewing ef the rieteus cemedy "Fellew the Waves! with
Bing Creshby and petty Huitems Reugh day,Whyt?? _ :

260 Ap ruspscted, the beys have been netified te turn in all captured cars by
neon tedays Naturally there was plenty of the expected gripinge The numereus
cara gave ‘ene an idea of what the "Big parade” eof Warld war #r1.

270 The pepular subject fer discussien these days is what the fate ef the 86th
will be after Germany. surrenders. The eptimists have hepes of geing te the states,
but generally the men expept C,B.I. The ares in front ef the greups OPS and INT
sectiens remindsd ene ¢f the parking let at a Sunday ball game. Kverything frem
twe cylinder jebs te the expensive percedes Benz was parked thers te be later
turned ever te Cesmand, ' :

28 Pinal preparations are being made fer the big celebratien tammerew commorat~
twe years sversgyse The greup band will furnish the music, and frem all reperts
thare should be an abundance of feod and drinks, but unfertunately no girlse.
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‘rnis'bringa to mind our =31¢agsmr way back in Gela, Sicily, "Thanksgiving in Rome, -—
Christmas at nomeiw. That was 1943. Oh well, at least the end of this theatre
is now definitely immbnent, and after that; wro knows?:

16. wound up our last day of operations from Tantonville, France flying U

missions and 88 serties. Our move to the new field is now in full awing via

motor transpert and B-25. with the exception of the few necessary rear parties -— ..
the group as a whole should be in Germany by Wednesday. Many of the men drew

their last P.X. rations fram this area in lieu of the potential possibility

Of no POXO for amlile-

. 17. Our first mission from Gemman soil off at 0620 hours, inaugerated with a
day of alr cooperation with VI Corps flying Armed Recces. The total for ths
day was 10 missions, and 92 sorties. Of necessity ouwr intial menus consisted
of "o rations, but Fortunately the new variety, whicn are definitely a big
improveent, complaints - Nil. The setup here is most satisfactory. The villages
of Gross Gerau and Buttelbonn border the field. The bivouac area for the enlisted
personnel ‘is Jocated in a beautifully wooded area bordering the South end of the
"field. The Group and Squadron 0Ops, .and Int.,Group Engineering, Armament; Ordnance
and Communications Sections all line the edge of this wooded area. Running West
to East adjacent to the rurmay are the line sections of 527 - 525 - 526 respect-
ively. QGroup S-1 and S-i4, enlisted mess and I and £ are also situated in the
wooded arca. The efficers are quartered in requisitioned heuses in Gross Geraue
For the mess the local "Gasthaus™ theugh partially damaged by artillery fire
is being utilized to good adventage. A former cafe and pastry shop (replendent
with eutdoor terrace) serves as the efficers club. Those efficers who ware
fortunate enough te have been nere last eveming, enjoyed the privilegs of part-
icipating in the infermal opening and imbibing.in lecal beer and the ususl hard
stuff. A partiaglly destroyed pnote shop will serve as the Group's phete shops
The town of Gross (erau boasts of a gosd sized outdeer swimming poel (slightly
damaged) en widch repairs have already begun and wndch will afford many hours
of relaxatien far the men in the near future.

18. The men have all been sweating eut XeP. ‘duty, but lo and behold eur good
ness sargeants have acquired seme brawny Russian lads .to de tne kitchen cheres.
A sign of relief is in order. An effort is beding made te set up a barber snop, .
and nene tee :3emn 23 everyene is badly in need of tensorial werk.- Leeks as
tnough everyons and his brother will have a civilian car of his ewn, Wut rumers
nave it, that Cemmand will shertly call in all requisitiened cars. Well, it's
fun while 1t lasts. .

19. Yo date ne regular P.X., has been establisned in this neck of tne weecds.
Nowsver one package of cigarettes and one cnecelate bar (trepical type) is -

the regular daily issue, in addition to toeth pewdsr, soap, matcnes agnd gum.

Ne cemplaints abeut chow these days, what with fresn meat ence a day, fresh eggs
soveral mernings during the week, and potential deer hunters already en the leese
with promises ef vension steaks any day new. The efficers club is new in fidl
swing and plans are being maile to get the enlisted men's club goinge ~
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20+ In additien te nis ether duties, 13%. It. Jamee F. Shert 0-510228 has been.
Fappainted base englneering efficer, effoctiva as of ovon date. juarternaster
called inquiring as te whethsr wetd care for a faw Yegs of beers Vould we???
Well, 1t wag enjoyed by alld Our mess alse acquired quite a chkche of captured
pickles and hers d! ouvres. '
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21 oOne of the local Rurgermeisiers was over today relative to obtuining per-
aission fer the fumm workarc b enter the N ald Lo work ab thelr crops, Nat-
urally for security reasons permission was not granted. Radlo reports Rolegna,
Italy nas been liberated, and thne advance on Berlin is continuimg at a teady
pace. Geod Snow,,,

220

230 A meeting ef the board ef the enlisted men's club was held te discuss plans
far the coming anniversary party, and to decide upon sultable location. Tre 527tn
bivouac area has been tenatively choosen. Everyone is looking forward te the
coming celebration. : . .

24. Chnalk up two more ME=109's (in the air) during teday's dusk patrel. Cj‘i’itu.
526th Squadron. The Croup was fertunate in requisitiening a large assembly)nall
(former Nazi Versammlungs S2sY) 1in the lecal canning factery. The swimming pool
is ready for usa, Wewever the w=ather is still unseasenably on the chilly side

25, Yrem the = ndpoint s mer..s tils was V-day. The efficers club furnisned
ice c>~am for i sn chew and fer «inner ths hunters came threugh amd eur appetites
wore. & :ted“wit: selicleu: venised steaks and ice cream tepped this grand mesl,
The day weund Yz with t- shewing ef the rieteus cemedy "Fellew tne wWaves" with
Bing Cresby and petty Huitexs Reugh daglw?? e ' .

260 Ar ruspacted, the beys have been netified te turn in all captured cars by
neon tedays Naturally there was plenty of the expectsd gripinge The numereus
cars gave ‘ene an idea of what the "Big paraden of YWarld war #-1.

27s The pepular subject fer discuwssien these days is what the fate ef the 86th
will be after Cermany surrenders. The eptimists have hepes of geing te the states,
but generally the men expept C,B.I. The ares in front e¢f the greups OPS and INT
sectiens reminded ene of the parking let at a Sunday ll game. Everything frem
twe cylinder jebs te the expensive Mercedes Benr was parked there te be later
turned ever te Csumand, ' :

28. PFinal sreparations are being made fer the big celebratien temmersw commorat~
twe years sversgpse The greup band will furnish the music, and frem all reperts
there should be zn abiundance of feod and drinks, but unfertunately ne girls,
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