WW II HISTORY

86" Fighter-Bomber Group Headquarters
(For 525™, 526™ & 527" Squadrons)

February, 1942 — October, 1945
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- B/th Sombardment Group (L) vas act.ivated et Will Rogers Tield,

"W ith four aquadrons: 300th, 310th, 5111.?1 and 512th.
. ! ' . ' "

-

Enligted pereomel end of’icers trana"erred to the 3&21.‘: Somb Proup( L)

stationed at Yunter Tield, Savearmsh, Seorgla.
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Actual treinl'r px'o an begun st Koy ?ield, l-br‘dian, "iaei"aicoi-
sroup made up of cadrea from the 212¢th Bomb Group (L), and the 48¢h *
3omb Group (L). Aircrast flown were A-2CB, A=20C, and 08 T
s 1l
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Unit deeinnat ion was chanze? fro=- liﬁht to Dive Bomnardmnt Group. *
-A=29 airera®t werc replaced by A-24, and A-31 type aircraft, and most ™
of the twin en~ine pilots were transferred to the 27th end 474h Bom> Groups.
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‘eary trainins perind completed and Group left Key Field via train w0

Zamp Kilmr,' Yo Je for stegin; for ovirseas shipment.
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Embarkation on John Erlkson, leaving Yew York Fort of Ebarlkation-at
Steten Island, Vie army transport in convoy of approximately 30 ships.
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' (N
Arrived at Vers £E1 Ihobir, former French Naval Bese at Orm. Alperis,
sfter unevenmtful croszing. Sot up st Ls Senis airport, some 12 miles

ﬁeof Orba.n}
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WAR DIARY OF 85ih Pighter-Bouber Group

A-55 type aircre®™ bersn te errive. @me of the firot ordere cut by the
the—23rd4 Frovisional Training Xing prohibited acrooetic misnicna and®
forbit use of dive flapc end dive in exeess of 30 decreec.
was sirictly enforced throuzHout the enmtire training period.
eaphasis was placcd on lorrins excessive hours on airerafi.

o -
A
: *
- - r-
-
%
)
:
s &8
+®
.o
=\
~
.‘ .
w

.,uu&.\L R J_s.w....m




'y

HIS PACE 15 mssxm

'.’.-

-

13

> .

£

‘311th Squa.dron ‘transferred fron the umnp and moved to Sale, near Radat,
_ “rench. Harroceo. .

' Crou; m:ved to Brcellona Base, near Kilagzo.

18 May 1943 . -
Tlylng personnel arrivod at Medionna alrport, near Casadlanca, for
tralaing under the Fighter Training Command. Most of ground perscanel
ramgined at La Senta, One complete suadrom, 309th, went to Marnla -
alrport near Oujda, French Morocco, for one week's tralning, dut re-

turned to Tafaracul Air Base on 13 June, to Join remainder of Grouwp, -

At Tafaraoul, three weeks of intense trzining prepa.red the organization
for tke com‘bat that was 8091 ‘to follow.

. ’ 20 June ;9%3

»

t o . LT 6 July 1943 a
Flying personnel of all -quad:ona and ground personne) ot 310th and .
312&5 squadraons arrived and began cowbat flying from Korda bass, on

Cap Bon, Tunis. 309th Squadron and Group Headquariers in st.glug area
at Carthage for preparation for embar.cation for Slcily. = -

. . 14 Jaly 1943

-

Advanzed - echelons arrived 1n S:Zi1
to Gela West, a newly preparod strip cne weo¥ later.

309%h Squadron and Croup Feadquarters advenced echelons arrived Gola

West in tize to set up for i-n:red!ate operaticns of flight cc.helon which
arrived this same day.

~ 22 July 1943 . -

; set up at Comlao alrport.

—

7

{rst misston fMown from Sicily. Remainder o; cempalizn consisted of
ptrenuons activity in close aurvort of the II Arngv Corps, working with
the 1ot Divistsn, — . _

‘

a7 _ausuat 1943

Nessina fell - 86th Bomd Group flew 2375 gomkat sorties during five weeks

of combat, bombing with decisive resultas at Troins, Randazso, Milaszo,

Cesaro, Kvgalna, and also uucksug withdrawval activities a.long tho southe

ern Italian coast.

: . 27 augist 1943 - - * ‘
. b N . .- .-

. . . ]
Frox here xissions were
flows agalnst Italy majniand, and air suppert for dilied Landings at
Solerno wus-dlrect fraz thile po!nt for the Oroup. - .

...
LN Y

cr_:lered - .

-
.
-~
-y
.
v
.
.
. » R
a
3
!
.
IS L 3
Y -
R -
. R3S
Y
,f}(
- . !';‘-.\,
A
. S
: - < v"‘J




- - - ]
v -ow
THIS DIOT IS PemaSSTTTED : 3
. )
1
. a“_
- r s
- - - ) K ) - . R i . ‘;‘
. - . \ PO . e 0
« . - ! —_
. * - - . .
' Desi'gmiibn of Séth Boxzbardzent Groug (D) wss changed %o "6th Pichter
3gmbor Grouz, and gqusdron desrignation wee ch:mged from 309th, 310th and
312th to 525th, 52°th.end 5271.11. ’ o B _
. ‘ . - )
. chpe e e S : : L8
"O% day for in the invasion st Gulerm. Advanced Hegdquerters schelon: S
and complete 527th Squalron, less pllota, srrived et Yilezzo stanina area _
for prebax'ation for Ttalien invasion. . o ' -
Advanced echelons nrrived in Salerno beech-head = set up et Sele sirsort, e
amid constant threat of ene'y in close vicinity. )
4 J;_sa.pt.-nbu_m-'l-} - ’ .
. . 24ret =iesion Cloyr by “roul froa Ttalien soil. Alrcraft vere mot kept
‘ at Sele airport overnpicht, but "lovm beel: to ne=cellona.
" emainire squndro'-s ar r'ved at sele after conait‘era'ble dif:iwlt .n
. _ L laading, due to enc-y ghellin- o ‘beaches. : . _ .
3roup Yeadquartersand $29th Sq.mdron ':oved to Serretelie Zasc, mear - .
3n=tepeglis, wnile 52°th and 527th Squadrons moved to Fomig liaw—a‘rport,
mear “avles.
L~
N\ hd . . ~ s ~ - .
. L Tiret ::19-33_0'?: 2loun fron Foniglismo airport.
; o . . _
0ff4cere’ club, tar and m2es o crg-\d ut Serretclle ah‘bnno in tobacco factory. ’ .
xa ﬂ=t°h.n= ,g !1; ¢

L. . ) T _ ;

Tepotiations ¢z :flede’ for rﬂ-r‘al of “aples Hotel for uss of Groud CPfricers
_on overniznt o9,

-

-~ . . -

. 3e;inninz th bz deio ,'-'-d for 8 d‘j! rollo\(ipg. 12 *rench of‘icon visited ‘
t~e Troui in operatlon et Pomizlism. . “~ L -
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¥AR DIARY of 86th Fighter-Bomber Group AAF ‘
: v = Group Headquarters - _ « DECLASS¥IED
’ ' . _ DOD DR 52009 ;
. 1 Novesber 1943 |
William Strand (Chicago TRIRUNE) visited group and wrots storiesxn o :
this group'a activities. ] ) ;
1 . ' T ‘ ‘
2 November 1943
Set up war room for Capte Burton of Fx:itiah 10th liaison section, 15th
Army Group, and Maj. Ford, lialson officer for Air Support Control of ,
Sth Army Headquarters. '
’ George Carter, North American Aviation representative, took pictures
of aircraft and crews on 100 missions. .
SR Sgt. Bverett, 12th slr Support Command, received at.ory from Capt. Ring
- on this data's mission planes. .
10 November 1543
’ Visited b7 Ken Dixon, A=23ociated Press. . C o tm
Yeating was held in war room to determing {ood dropping to our troops : .
. . on front lines. o -
) ' 19 -Havenber 1543 =
\ -

7isited by feorge Micks, Rlue Network. B \
Forward and rear echelorns combined as of #his date.

22 Yovember 1943

This croup was relieved frox 6L4th Pighter Winz. .
. 23 Woverher 1943 - A

Visited by Correspondent (:ordon‘ca-.mack of Des Loines RINISTZR, wno
interviewed Lt. Anton.

25 Woverber 1943

Alr Marshal Cuningham visi ted operations and war room - also gave a
%alk to pilots. PR

- L4

ﬁs November 1543

¢

Capt. John C. Agnew of Alr Support Control of Sth Army rellieved vad.
Ford. - : .
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WAR DIARY of 86th Fighter-Bowber Group AA¥
« Group Headquarters - :

} : 1 pecember 1943
Capt. Vessels and Sgte Everett PRO. visited .

2 pecezber 1943 - . ‘ S
officer transfered to tne Sith. rignter— -

i

—_ . 1Lt.Col.Yancey Tarrant group axecutive
—~ Wing.
Seven nissions were flown on enesy installations. )
. 3 December 1543

Col. Robert C. Paul, group carmanding offlicer, was transfered te the (XII)
Adr Support Cosmand, being succeeded by Lt.Col.Harold E. Yofanle-

L pecember 1943

<

Lte Cols Xofahl, took over comaand of tnis group.
Represenative of (ITI) Air Support Command visited here for a spread on A36's
for the Alr Force magasine. ‘ .

S Tecember 1943

Food dropping missions prefo . e :
Mr. Geo. Ricks, Blue Network, made Xmas: recond for U.S. iirforce magazine, i

) also took pictures of A36's in all phases of operations.
vaj. 0lenn A. Stell appointed group operations officer. R )
Capt. Paul E. Verseput, appointed group P.R.0. in addition to nis duties as °

Asst, group Intelligence Officers
' 4 December 193 .

4

* Maje Churles F. Cassidy, appointed group executive officer.

7 December 1543

3

Col. Isarel, Commnding Officer, 62nd Fignter Wing visited, -
capt. Vessels of (XII) Air Support Command P.R.0. and Sgte Foisls, of Stars
and Stripes, visited and received story on food dropping missionse -

8 pecember 1943 . -

Lt. Col. Woods, Capt. Vessels and sleven Doainion correspondents visited noi'o
to observe diving tactics of four A36's over this field.. R
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- WAR DIART of 86th Mtor-aoﬁo” Grolp AAF

- Group Headquarters - = - -

'10 pecember 1543

General Henry H. Axnold; Chief of the Army Alr Forces, at a special ceremony
gt:bo line personally awarded the D.P.C. to Lt. Yannel, who completed his
aission. , .t . -

‘

" .

. 12 pecenber 1543 .
Al Crocker, St. Pnnl-ni;patch,(aidd.r Gp. Ploneer Press). '
Tom Henry, Wash. Star, (North American National Alliance).
- Pom Treanor, Los Angles-Times, (United Press).
° wisited here and received story. .- -~

- : . _ 13 pecember 1543 -

Capt. H.3. Oldman, Air Liasion Officex, 10th Air Liasion Section 15th Army,
. tnis date joined this group and assumes duties in the- War-Room releiving

Capt. Burton.
16 pecesber 19u3

This group has reached the 10,060 coxbat nour mark.
» 17 pecember 1543

L. " Capte Aeds Fama, Asst. G-2, Fiftn Army visited hers to discuss damage and
asessments. ’ . .

L}

18 December 1943

Flight Officer Reeves, Fifth Army, P.R.Js visited here to inquire about photos,
» use and needs. A

27 December 19!9_
- gordon Gan;nck, De Moines Register, visited here spending three days with us.
30 pecember 1913 : A

-

Lt.0ol. Sheean, visited and left instructions for group synopsis to present 1
to General Spaatse - oL
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‘Headgnuarters 86th.Fighter—Bomber Gpe
. Outline History Jafi.uh

SECRET

By Auth CO

31 Jan Ul :
Initials

HEADUARTERS B85TH FIOHTER-BONBER RROUP AAF.
APO 650¢ 1eSeARI7e

31 January 1944

AG 31'307 . ’ A " ) . .. ,
SURJENT: Wistorical Recordse. .

-

“T0 : Commanding General, XII Alr Support Command, APO 37h.

1. Outline History of Headquarters 86th Fighter—Romber Group for the period
1 January 15hlL to 1 February 15hL.

] a. Present Designation: Headquarters 86th ﬂzhber-n-omber Group,
XII Air Support Cormande. - =

be Changes in Organization: 1st Lte. John %.Dwver, transfered from uqgse.
. assgd to the 525th Sq. as Assistant Intelligence
officer on li January. .

! . ¥aJ. nlenn A. Stell and Maj. Justius C. Gunnison ;
completed operational tour. :

Maj. Jay R. Stout, appointed firoup Operations

- Officers : : ’
- capt. Robert Hood, appointed Asst. Group Oper- .
ations Officer. ~ i

¥r.gicks,left for the Statas to attend 0.C.5e !

c. Strength, comrissioned and enlisted;

(1) wonth of January 15hk o ’ S P
(a) At beginnings 23 officers,LU9 E.M. assigned.. L
(b) Net increase: 1 officer, 2 B.¥. )
(c) Net decrease: 3 officers,
(d) At end t 20 officers, 51 E.M. assigned.
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- d. Stations: No- changes.

e. Movements: No changes.

f. Campaigns: Continued Italian Campaign. .
g- Operations; (See Squadrons).

he Commanding officer in important nissions: Lt. Col. Harold E.
Kofahl flew five missioan this month. On one day that we were called wupon to a
exert extra effort, he.Clew three missions.

1, Losses in action: (See fquldrons).

) Je Former and present members who have distinguished themselves .
in action: (See Squadrons),

" 2. Incloséd are War Diary, Headquarters 86th Fightor-Bouber Group,
for the period 1 January to 31 January 19ik.

vor the (:qmnding Officer:

WILLIAM A. BARRE‘I‘T, Jr-i,
Major, Air Corps, -

) Intelligence Officer, =
Hq. 86th Fighter-Bomber Group.

v ' . R
Incl:
War PDiary orig % cv
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TWAR DTARY of the B6th Fighter-Romber Group AAF

g

- Group Headquarters - P ' : . ;

1 January 154k

Corps Coes or XI1 Air Support Command PRO visited this group with two 7AC'S - -
and teok pictures on armoring A-36ts on our fleld. S

%aj. Vessels, PRO, and Mr. Ken Dixon, AP, visited here and received story. .
Comrandaft Curtillet and party of three officers, three enlisted men, and .
. three nurses from the 401 Zvacuation Hoapital, stationed at Acerra, visited
here and watched A-36's take off. N .
. 10 uanuary 191414 z

Ernie Syle visited hore and spent two davm at the 525th Sq. l

19 Ja.mnry 19l

Ernie Pyle visited Headquarters and had lunch at our group mess with Capte.
Yerseput, Group PRO. )
The 27th Fiphter-Bomber Group moved to vur field. 't '
22 January 19uh
Mr. fordon Gammack, DES MOINES RESISTER, visited here and received story.
’ 2L January 194l
Yaje. Vessels, PRO, and ).'.r..l(en Dixon, AP, visited here and received story.

1t. Xanelly from MAAF and Mri Lvnn Heinyelering, AP, visited here and recelved

story from one of the A-é? crew chiefs.
Classifizaticn ¢ 4 to

By aut).. ) . : )
Commt i, .. .
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AG 314.7
SURJKCT:

1.

Hq. 86th Pighter-Bosber Sroup

/ - CQutline History Webraary 19GL

L By Auth CO
poo Pk 5200% nq. 86th Ptre-Bmrs Sp.
29 pebruary 19LL

, : Initials
URATQUARTERS BSTU FIMTFR=BNVPTR "RA P AT
. (AP0 650
7 29 Pebruary 1944

yistorical Qecords.

Commanding taneral, XTT Air Suorort Cemmand, A7 37a.

oqtline Matorv of Headquartere £5th ™M ghter="amber “ragp for
the neriod 1 Tebruary 194k to 79 Pebruary 19hh. .

Cs

Present desipgnation: Headjiute th 7ighter-Aosber ’
6ronp, XIT Alr Suoporh Cormind . . .

Chanees in orgarnization: Change in 1/0.
vew T/0 1-12 29 Decemher 1943,
n place of old T/0 1-12 1 July 19h2.

Capt. Hood, Robert 0=563731 transferred fror Cp to g25th 33.,
whare he asnuzes the daties of
rparations nfficer

15% Lt Relyea, vincent K. 0-i29Lh3 new Asste 3p. Oper. Offlcar.

1st Lte Fine, William H. 0=562999 Asst. Speclil .crvize ntficer

Capt. Shaw, Jeszs W N-422956 4roup Surgeon

x/0 zchenk, Barl L. ¥-2130849 ©0p. Engr. Inspector

¥aj. Stanshury, Frederick C. 0-395924 Tranafervec ‘roa jps to

Comnand

“trength, comxdisaioned and mus’tvj.

(1) Month of Februarr 19uh .
(a) At beginningr 22 officers, %1 enlisted nen assigned

(v) Wet increasos J officers, 2 snlisted wen s

(c) wet decrease; 3 officers
(d) At end : 22 offiders, 53 cnlisied zen assigned
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Airdrome, Italy, 1 Yeb-29 Feb 19LL

Stations: Poaigliano dtArco
yovexzenis: Mo change3. |
cagpaigns: sfontinued Ytallan campaign.

. L J . .
operations: ‘The group has f1own 104 misasons and 787 sorties
from 1 Pabruary %o 29 February 19hls.

Commanding officer in important missions: fione.

Loases in action: ¥ajor Hioms, Justus ¥. 0-24030.
i while {n experimental flight

testing new type bomb. ~

Tormer 0 prosent -esbers who have distinguished
Lt. Col. Cassidy, Chirles F. 0-i32047

themselves in actionm:

) received the Distinguished Flying Cross.
on a dive-bosbing mission, after
dropping his boabs, he returned and
strafod gun positions, knooking out
sase.

2. Inclosed zre ¥ar Di-ry, llesrquarters 26th Fighter-Homber Group, -
ror neriod 1 Tadbraary 194l tn 29 Pebrawry 19LL, and group ReWSpapers

®or the comnndin{z officer:

FILLIAY A, PARRSTT, Jres
Major, Air Corvs,
Intelligence Officer,

tq. U6th Fighter-omber Iroups

Incl: -
Har Diary orig 4 COPY .
INVADE™S? INTENTNRY-NETS 3 coples

,
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: . ¥AR DIARY of the 86th.Fighter-Bosber Group AAP. -
- ) -_Oroup Readquarters

19 missions were flova this date,first time that we have had tws plane wissions,
were highly congratulated by Command a8 $0 the success of these missions:

Lt.col.m,‘hihd this growps ) ' .
10 pebruary 19Uk '
Lt«ornstine and officers of a Prench Gas Supply Dait visited:
1 pebruary 15uh -
Colowhitney, 42 of B7th Wing visited: v
' 15 pebruary 1shh - . o

Correspondents from two London nReWSpapers, Mr.Emery Pearce,of the Daily Herald,
and MreJames Cooper of the Daily Express, visited here and received stories from
Capt.Verseput,group Public Relations Officer; . .

17_yebruary 5Ll : _ .
SgteEverett and corp.qoo.of the XIIT ASCeP.R.O0.,visited and received story:

18 webruary 154l .
—_MAAP photographers ook photos of LteCole.Kofhal,group Commander and s:;udrcu '
Commanders:

Major Barrett,group 5-2,lsft for Africa, to attend plrcraft Recognition School
for instructors: v ‘

19 pebruary 1564
Capt.Shaw,of the 27th poab Qroup and Lt.Fine of S7th righter orov':p,"ujo transfered

to this group:- ‘ }
Capt.Shuir,assumes the dutfes as group surgeom,releiving Major. Stansbury,who was

transfered to XII Alr Support ]

LteFine,assumes the duties as sssistancy 3pecial m\btﬁmn

Jajor Thomas,Najor Stout,Capt.Verseput and Capt.Ring,attended ¥ajor Homs's funeral:
20 pebiruary 15L4 ' ' |

Twenty m pllots were admitted to ‘ﬂﬁl Toups .

, T el .
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4 lecture by Capt.Ring,on Briefing and Interrogation,was held at the officers Club,
Capt.verseput,disccused Escaps Procedure,this lecture was held mostly for the benifit
otthou-vpuotlfuipodtothhmnp:-v ) ’

) " 26 pebroary 1%us -
The, growp m a Standown,dus to bad weather:

28 Pebruary 15Ul
Becape Datas

Lt.Sradly,called Maj.Stout,Group Operations Officer,in regaids to

"
' '

T T qm—m— B oo
’ o / Lo -* fm&otun m‘.nwm-wr‘n AAP, ) :
o : .mmmm“_ _ : S
o 22 pebruary 19k : -
Sent firet meathly cansolidated ,Purse and Pood Kit,report te XIT ASCs | .
.  MALP Photograpbers,took photos of the Group Commender,Squadria Commanders and
7 71ight Leaders,on the Groups 500th wissions
B o 23 pebruary 1ih >
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’ Hq. 86th Pighter-Domber Group
Outline History - March 194

1 HTAD;UARTERS B6TH FISHTER-BOMBER GROUF AAF
APO 650

AG 3147 ° 31 March 19Uk

SURJECT: Historical Records.

TO : Commanding General, ¥II Air Support Command, APO 37h.

1. oOutline History of Headquarters 85th Fighter-Bomber Group for
the period 1 March 1944 to 31 March 19Lk.

a+ Present designation: Headquartars 86th Fighter-Romber
Group, XII Air Support Command.

. b. Changes in organization: uajor Jay R. Stout, Group
Operations Officer, transferred to XII Air Support
Command. . '
Lt. Col. Edwin A. Bland, Jr., transferred fr 25th Sq.
to Group Headquarters, where he assumes the d s of
Group Operations Qfficer. . ) -
Lt. Robert C. Townsend, Hq. XJI Air Support Co » ’ :
* transferred to Group Headquarters, where he assumss the
duties of Cryptographic and Security Officer.

c. Strength, conmissioned and enlisted.
- (1) Month of March 194k “
- (a) At beginning: 22 officers, 1 warrant officer,
51 enlisted men.
(b) Net increass: 2 warrant officer, 2 enliste men.
(c) Net decrease: 1 officer, 6 enlisted men.
(d) At end s 21 officers, 2 warrant officers,
1‘7 enlistad men.
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d. stations: pomigliano dtarco Airdroms, ITtaly.

i
«
¥
¥

e. Movements: No changes.
. A f. Camraigns: Continued Italian campaign.

g. Operations; The group has flomn B3 missions and 862 )
sorties, .

h. Commanding officer in important missions: None.
i. Losses in action: MNone.

Js Former and present membera who have distinpuished
themselves in action: None.

2. Inclosed are War 2iary, H=ad juarters 86th Pighter-Somber Group,
for period 1 Yarch 1%uli to 31 March 19Lk, and group newspaper.

For the Cormanding 0fficer:

S gl

Dpsgigms { Lamdr »
r A¥ A. BARRETT, Jr.,

. - \ Major, Air Corps,

o] I Intellizence Officer,

Hq. 86th Fighter-pomber Gp.

'

- Incl:
War Liary orig % copy
INVAPERS! DIVEYTCRY-NEWS 5 copies







