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Major fieneral Jones and-hls staff visited and ins sted the group. - .
The group has flown its 1,500th mission and its 1.;:000&1 sortie sirce

6 July 1943, .

The officers and enlisted men ‘have been sending laundry out, and one of- -
the natives returned this svening demanding anywhere from $7 up for a =
barracks bag of laundry - for sxarple, 6¢ for a handkerchief and 60¢ -
for.coveralls. i paid her and also threw her out of our area. .. - .
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Capt. Louls and Lt. farber went to” the 87th Wing.
Took pictures of -ilots in civilian clothes. .-

. 25

The enlisted men have set up an all-screered dining room - a consider— Com
able improvement on the old one. - S oot
The group picked up 30 new pilots from the 17th ‘leplacemm.. N

Capte Gross, Oroup Special Service Officer, finished vorldngm the

group's citation and will do’liver same to TACe - - e .

26

- ——t ™
Col. Xofahl and Lt. Cole. Hullins addressed new pilots.
Graup Ordnance is having zun inspectione [ ...

Y}
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- blocks, damaged AR bridges and bulldinzs. One of the 526th Sq. pilote.

The group 1s back in the saddle again; today we flew 6 missicpe ahd 7T . .
sorties with our p-i7's. Destroyed 3 J1-52's, 3 ¥/V's, creatkd road .. ' -

* tailed out o‘le. the gsea, was rescued by ASR and x'ef,m'md to oulfit aau
day uninjured. He wants to resume fl7ing tomorrew. .

- ’ . 28
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Lt. Col. Nevitt visited, o . D i
Col. Batss flew with 526th as observcr. - T A e i

23

The 526th Sqe had another field day. They attacked an enemy ur:!rcl.
in the ¥ilan area, destroying-23 and damaging 10 enemy two-8ngine and
single-engine aircraft. This is the type of missions that bullds wp
the group morale. The pilots who participated in the mission wers...:

“anxiocus to refuel their aircraft and go over the same targete®

coffee.
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AR DIARY 0% THZ 86TH FIGHTER c'zonr A" (Continued) -
- Group He&dq.xarters -
poretta Alrfield, Corsica )
'Julx 150k B S

Last two days of momthy’ 30 3

30 The roup recelved a commendation from Cote Darcy on yesterdayts

misaiona.

A B-26 crashed on our f{eld this afbernoon. The aircraft ll a total
wreck, but the crew cams out all sa’e. The resultant damage to the
runway forced the group to call off its 2ast two missions,

The group is stood down for aeveral days vn.ile .engineers lay nat.t.ing
on the field.

A1l who are able to take off during the group stand-down have been
traveling through the towns of Corsica. Th2~most scenic drive on the
island is around Cape Corse and along the northwest toaste Some have
taken the beautifal trans-island higlway through the mountains to
AJacclo, the capital, for a lc.ok, anong other t.hinga, at Wapoleonts

" birthplace, -
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s e "HEADQUARTERS EIGHTY-SEVENTH FIGHTER WING
e e : OFFICE OF THE WING COVHANDER
) o (APO # 65C -

17 JULY 1944

SUBJSECT: . COMMENDAT!ONS.
10 : C.0.,85TH FIGHTER GROUP.. -
“4.° 1T 1S WITH PLEASURE THAT | TRANSVITT TO ALL XII TAC UNITS

BASED IN CORSICA, THE FOLLOVING MESSAGES TO WHICH THE COMMANDI NG
GENERAL, X11 TAC ADDS HIS YFELL DONE®:-w

" A.. F PREME_ALLJED COMUANDER, WESTERN EUROPE TO AJR
C-IN-C MED|TERRANEAN: ;

"RECENT OPERATIONS OF YDURS HAVE TEEN OF INESTIMABLE VALUE

TO US HERE PD MY CONGRATULATIONS AND GRATEF''L  APPRECIATIONS

TO YOU AND ALL SERVING UNDER YCU PD GO™D LUCK AND EEST w7
Wi SHES®

» €

B. FROM_COMMANDING GENERAL, NlA.T.A.F., ALL UNITS:

ON ONE T¥N JuLY YOU VERE ORDERED TO COMMENCE ~PERATION
MALLORY MAJOR PD IN JUST -OVIR SEVEN TvO HOURS YOUR WINGS
HAVE DAVAGED OR DESTROYED NJ LESS THAN TwWENTY TrO BRIDGES

OVER THE PO RIVER PD I REGARD THIS FEAT AS BEING OUTSTAND -

ING IN THE HISTORY OF AIR VAR FARE PD ™ILL ¥OU KINDLY

-ACCEPT- AND .GBNVEY TO YOUR STAFFS CMA AR CREWS AND-GROUND
PERSONNEL MY SINCERE APPRECIATION AND ADMIRATION OF THEIR
SKILL CMA EFFICIENCY AND ENTHUSIASM PD YOUR EFFORTS ™ILL

- HAVE FAR REACHIKG EFFECTS ou THE PROGRESS Or TH{S CAMPAIGN
IN THIS THEATER® ~

~ /S/ THOMAS C. DARCY, 7~
' THOAS €. DARCY,
COLONEL, AIR CORPS,
COMIANDING.
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_time is the record of the 86tn Fighter-Bomber

. . . B ’ + - K
. . . . . -

THR FOLLOWING IS AN EXTRACT FRON prr 1SSUED BY AA¥ FUBLIC RELATIONS 01'71(:3
vesn ‘ " vea’ E . - _ s=®

863h FIGHTER BUMAER GROUP FLIES yh 0oc SORTIES °

S T . S T .. '
Fifteen hundred combdat missions and 14,000 sorties in Just over a_yemr's
ér,oup of which Colonel Harola X,
Aefanl, of Tellows, California, 1s commanding officer,

kov engaged in cutting rail lines, destroying dridges and generally dle~
rupting the Oerman supply and communications_system, the group, working in close
sunport of Allied ground forces in northern Italy, has estadlished an enviable
record, ) . .
Flving its first nission on 6 July 1943, cut of borba, Tunisia, they vers
the .first to go into combat with 4-36 Invaders and it was largely dus to thefr -

- early efforts that the Yull tactical use of the plane was realized, Jirstuned -~

in the softening wp of Sicily before the invasion, they later supported the
Seventh ariy during the Sicilian campaign. Six days after the Salerno landing.
the group was operating from a beachhead airdrome under fire and clesely followe
up the fall of Sgples by establishing a base near thers, ,

In the now fanous "Uperation Stranzle® in Italy from 11 May to 7 June,
the group flew 'from 50 to 90 eorties daily directed at rail and road comunica~
tions, and were particularly successful operating against German troop and supply

. concen$rations during the enemy withdriwal northward, Trucks, buges_and other

Beans ol trandport e Uermans were using to evacuate, suffered greatly under

_the flire of the group as well as 412 large numbers of horses being used to draw.

artillery pieces, )
Vhen Bope fell, the grouwp uqunﬁ only six drys to move forward and

* begin operations from a new dase. On another oceasion since, the group flight

.
H

echelon arrived at a new base in the morning and that afternoon the firat nisslon

_had been comnleted from that dase, ~

- During 1ts 1,500 missions, 5,000 tons of bomds have been drnpped and
3,00C,CCO rounds of 50<callder ammunition fired, ] ’

- 4 total of 2,572 enemy vehicles was destroyed and an additional 2,105
dimnaged, Y, T1Y -danaged and 46 locomotives were commletely knocked out anZ 35
dsoageds . P A

ey RS -
.l

ghipping' wag not neglecte‘zf, as two t.run'ports.. three freighters, two -
desirpyexrs and one light crulser were pmbably sunk and another ten craft of

1

various types damaged, N -

Although vrimarily used ar fighter-bombers, the grouy x;cvertheleg-.—
aceounted for 23 enemy aircraft shot down and 23 danaged, |

.- . : . . -
Lieutenant Colonel James X, Thomas, of 11 Morwnod Road, Charleston; West.

Virginia, attorney general of the state, on leave from his duties for the dura-

tion, is executlve pfficer for the growp, - :

. -
.

-9 L ' T T .
¢ najor dicholas I, Basun, Ir., of 5915 Fleld Avemue, Dotrolt, Michigan, . - - |
: 4 o R B o
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_a squadron bammande.. with more than 80 pissinns, holds the Distingu.‘ahﬂ Fj,Ang &
Crces, the Uroiz ds Guerce and the Alr Medal with Clusters, as dea Faicr Craban =
Weigle, of bensington, haryland ann thes squadron comander with pore than 90 2
nlnionl. . . [
"uJor Bobe"t J M rsch, ’-l Elgu Street thtfno. Yew York, group crpera- i
ticrns officer, is the only original pilot .uu with the jrouwp. - Co

T L ZY ) . - T eam e .
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The following 1: a sharp and plercing analysis by Var Correspondent John Lam. :
Y ner, written for the Mew York Herala-T rihru.xu. on the entertainnent of trocps-in :
the Italinn Theater. . H
.o i
§

"meeuional enter_uinerl — gmd ones, too — have eow to Italy. to per-
forn for americen’ ,Sroope-at the ‘fromt lines and bases aere, but there are flaws
in the talent nmmy syaten o almost certainly o-ig’na® i..g at hnome — vhich have
led ta va.rloun degrees .0f fiasco in the cases of Ceorge Za”t, Xay Francis, Eddle
Foy, Adolp.he henjou and several other purfomerl. post of then highly cometent

. und.:r the proper condi.t.iono.

“ostly. entertsinment difficulties here can de traced to niscasting »t homé
niscasting physically as well am in terms of naterial, Iddie Ioy, for instence,
~— tme of the deans of Anerican vaudeville, 1s violently allergic to airplane travel.
' 1t 14 nearly impossible to meet bookings in this area except by plane, Yoy nissed .
a nusber of shovs, Trocpl nusurd eretood- the situatinn, which was created in the
first place by a nisunderstanding of conditinns by pthe talent exporters in Agerica,

. Xny Francis, moat noted for stately drama agalnst lavish Hollywood dackdrops,
.¥Was sent here as a comedian with a string of quick gags she had to penorize on the
plane oning over. She 414 not exactly roll them in the aisles, Adnlphe Menjou,
on. 0f the shrewdest and post resourceful of dramatic perfermers, was seht as a
monologist, fig act vas pon-ly recelved by the troops and had to be saved by the
overnight enlistment of 5‘1-. Yony “mn. A local Rea Cross vorker who can linc. v

As against this, Bob Hope, one 6f the smoothest and most gifted solo perton'
ers in ths vorld, was equipped with lavish props and auxiliaries, including ¥
cen Langford ana T nck Fepper, practically a show in thenselves, kenjou conld
have used them, Hope 414 not need them. .

) Veorge “aft played three ot fifteen lcheMed. q-vpearancel Yecause of & cold T
4be army ended Yp by cahcelling his engagement and substituting Harry Barrif, a .
planist and singer who once was Bing Crosty's partner in the Ehythn Boys, About

* the work and willingness of Barris and of June Clyde and boulse 4Albritton, who
‘were orginally booked to appear with Raft and were told by Haft not to appear wr
leu he d.id. the local Amy people and soldiers are enthusinstic,. o

co].. "wer who heads Special Service in Italy, says that steady, campetent,
perforners "‘é’speeiany vaudevillians, are more successful and cooperative genar- R R
ally than stars, "Things are tough here,” says the colonel, "Under those bt3ll~ it
.room dresses those girls vesr long G undervear,. They have:to, Me need resl trouw-
. _ pers here, and vhen ve ge}: then. the boyl appreciato their stuff more than. Ay
N . ! .. other kind of entortaiment. .

- g . - -
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. " 7 - Fistorieal Proftam I nc - E

1. In ".npli"ncmth I35 Veno 125—2 and XX Bacbor Com~nd :lorw 4L5-1, . . s
. . onch sou~dron will ~ypoint a idstoriczl offic‘.r, wha will, in addition to his .

g . T othar dutiss, propare and f-rw-rd : mthly, = historieal roport on tho activi-

’ . ties ~f his unit. Tho histury wrill bo f:hnrdod t~> this Headouartors in t:uin-
4 ] tuplicate not latur th-n 1700 -n the 2nd dv of oach month, .

-2 . - ’ 2. :n:»ng tho subjeets privicing artarinl £or unit hist-orics ~re chngos
. in living copditi-ns -nd mrﬂ.le, ch-nges in key perscnncl; movaaond of A sub-
. R _  gtontiad part .f the unit, acturl functicning of the unit, its officicney in
.~ : _ace:aplishnont of its niasi 'n, prcblons facod ~nd the mt.h ds used to sclve
o then “nd indivicunl exploit sr ~chicvenent. ; d

- 3. Statumorts in histcorios will ba supported whorever p.,saiblo by d.cu- - I .
nontary oxhibits such as srders, charts -nd ph-zt..gr".pha. - -

4e It 18 rocrmwoncdod th-ot Eist-ri2»l Officcrs n.-int.-.in n Adnry of mnts
within their unit' s3> as t» facilitate tha proopt preparation ~f a full report.

5. ‘u.psrts will be cuncerned with fact rother thon litur<ry style. How
ever thoy will bo crgxriscd in such fashim as to runder them ruendsblo and un-
derstandnble, The foli . -ing is quotic fron XX Basbur Cxxond [exo 45-1:

"Histerics will bo writtcn in norrative style =nd will n:t consist
of r nera choeking of thd sub-hcading. m s form.  The recording of
thc rctivities >f the units :f this cxrxr-snd will e-ver ~11 notouwerthy
occur~ncos -f histuricnl intcrest snd will eomstitute a properly sub=
. stontisl story of fact, quito apwrt fron *ny wtline =f tpicil guide, -

Hmcver = high dogros >f srgonizatisn is ncecssry to nrusent the facts '

N

s gy

in a clear -nd uwnificd nenner., Comnmiin scnse ~nd the scnac ~f whot is
historie~lly irport-nt ars tho c~rcins]l frcts.®

6. Roports will ususlly be cl-ssificd 5ECTTT, depending upen tho n-ture .
N of the n:'.t.rinl they contain, They will bo forwarled with lottcr -f Trons- o
- rdtted ~2drossed t- C:r—'mdin[ Gcn-..ral, sty Mr Foreus, '"shincten, 25. D.C. — |

(Through Ch':nncla). B o .
‘By order of I.:icu;.cn*nt. (_!':i:nc.l STCit7Y: |
I Spe
_— ' ~ILLT E. LOTIE, Sn., | -
’ Copt~in, iir C.rps,. B

d 3 . . ‘ o 2jutrt. ) .,
s CFFICIL: . S S

AT

A wm,m. =, Bor:x. n.,
) - Coptain, .dr C:rps,
P T ‘.djut.*.nt. :
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. ) | CONFIDENTIAL P B6th Pighter Group Mr
Outline History -Auge 19LL
HEADQUARTERS S6TH FIGHTER GROUP AAF .
APO 650 . . a/PEV/Iwq
AG 317 31 Auguat 15k

SUBJECT: Mistorical Records. ' -
ms s  Coumanding Oeneral, XTI Tactical Air Command, APO 37h.

1. outline Ristory of Beadquarters 86th Pighter Oroup AAP for the
period 1 August 1944 to 31 Avgust 195Gk, .

as Present designation; Headquarters 86th Pyghter Group,
XII Tactical Alr Command, .
. be Changes in orgamisationg
(1) Changes in designation, assigrment, or attachments
nm. . - e
(2) Subordinate units; Jone.
(3) Changes of commanding officerss 2 August Col. Earl
E. Dates, Jr., 0=21625, assumed command of the 86th righter Group AAP,
vice Col. Harold E. Kofahl, 0-3616%;, relieved.
(L). Changes of staff officers; None.
(5; Changes in 7/0s+ None.

ce Strength, commissioned and enlisted;
(1) Month of Auvgust 1L, :
(a) At beginmings 25 officers, 2 warrant officers,
62 enlisted men, and 3 civilians assigned, :
(b) wNet increases 1 officer, 1l enlisted man. .
(c) Xet decrease; None, -
(d) At end; 26 officers, 2 warrant officers,
63 enlisted men, and ) civilians assigned.
d. Stationsg :
(1) Poretta Airfield, Casmmozsa, Coarsica.
- (a) Date of arrival; 12 July 15hk.
' . .(b) Date of departure; Jpresent station.

A

- . ' oe¢ Movements; Nome.




CONPIDENTIAL '

-t o ww Er e . = - -

fo ‘Campaigns; -

. (1) Name ¢ It&ly.

(2) Duration: From 12 Septewber 19i3 (arrival of owr
- advance echelon in Italy) - campaign still in progress.
(3) Name; Southern Prance. -
(h; Durations Prom 6 August to 28 August 1Ll the Growp
ran misslons over Southern France. These were owr.first targets in
thirteen months of operatlons that were outside talian territary (Sicily
and Ita.ly). ~

g« Operations;
(1) Campaigns; Italy and Southern FMrance.
(2) Nature of operations; Main efforts were directed
N : against enemy transportation and road and rail networks in Northern Italy

and Southern France, with several escort missions into Southern France
and bombing missions against coastal defenses in support of the Allfed
invasion. —_

(3) Number of missions and sorties for period 1 August
19uL to 31 August 19Ul 195 missions and 1,435 sorties for entire group.

(4) Results of the most imoortant missions; See squadron
M stories followinge

he Commanding officer in important misaions; 9 missions flowm
by Commanding Officer during the month. ©n 28 August Col. Bates was Lo
flignt leadsr on a 2~hour mission that put out two bridges on the Turin-
Susa highway in spite of light and heavy flak near the—targéte. On 24 N 4
August Col. Bates led owr eacort on a bomber mission that destroyed a
vital bridge at Lunel, France.

i. Llosses in actions None.

. Je Former and present members who have distinguished tiwmselves
in actions liome. :

2. Inclosed is Wer Diary, Headquarters 86tn Fighter Group AAF, for
the period 1 August 19%LL to 31 August 19Lk4.

For the Commanding Officer;

. P EP, »
) Captain, Air Corps, oo
—_ - Group S-2. - SO

Inclg ‘ -1
3 copies - war Diary
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. ‘BESTRISIED | — -
JJ/ . .. HIADQUARTERS TWELFTH AIR FORCE :
‘ S - As'Pe 0o 650 )
SINERAL CRDERS ) - : .27 et 1944,

TER 14 ) : CIT/TICN OF UNIT

Undcr tio provisions of Circuler 333, Wer Doprrtment, 1943, r~nd Circuler

- £9, Worth Africen Theatcr of Opcrations,” 10 July 1944, tho €6th Fighter Grovp

ie citod for oupstanding nerformrnce of duty in rrnéd conflict with tho cnenye

The 86th Fishter Group 1g citéd for outstamding pcrf:rmmcc of duty in
tction a-ringt tho anory in tho Medi* ronomn Thentor of Operasions on 25 Yoy
1931, .ifter tho Alliod arrmics hed bro-cn the onomy's scver—month stond before
Crssino, Itely, mnd were threatoning his flank fronm the Anzio Bornchhend, po%er—
ful Gerrme forcog atterptod to rceform on e lino betvoen Frrse~ti nrnd Tivoli,
whore they nroposcd to stop tho Allicd advrncc short of Rome. To disrunt this
stronto~ic nmcuvor, tho 86th Flshtour Croup vrs ordcred, on 25 May 1944, to
nrintain continuous rrmed reconnecissnnco of cll rords lerding fronm tho front
to tho projceted dofengo linc. Althoush tho majority of their fifty A-3G1g
nnd P~0's hnd Been flown over 400 comb~t hours on morc thmn 200 comunt nissions
and hnd boen suvjocted, in rlnost o yerr's service, to the dust and hert of
Horth Africe rs -©ll as ts tic terrific strain of vertioal diving, thc zround
nersonnel, taroush indefati~cble and resourceful cffort, had every plore pro-
“rred for on all-out affort by dcylisht,. Tring off rt 0650 hours on 25 lry,

the firgt fli.1t beren o grucllinz bnttle with enomy trongnort, divias thrau-n ™

‘rtango recursto anti-alrcreft firo to bocd traffic, offcet ror~d dlocks rnd
virte econfuglion, ropontedly roturnin~ et minimum -ltitude to strofo the ntrecs
{ cneuy roconnpiescnce crrs, peorsonncl crrricrs, truchs, tmiks, and horso-
romm eortillory movinz to tho recre Thea the final four-ghin fli-ht lended th-t
ni-ht ~t 2020 hours, tho Sroun hed, in 12 cissions ond 86 portias, dcstrayed
217 rnd den--ed 2356 onory veniclos, inflictold rn unknom nurder of cogurltics

on hostile ncrgonnecl, cotablishod neny offcetive rord blocks, silonced scverel
Tun positions, rnd intordicted tho hishwm-g ints thc tome of Frosinone, Cori
~nd Cescrnes Theen crumnins dlows vero ast deliverced ~ithout cost, 0Of the
Group's fifty plrnep, hogtilo firc destroycd two ~nd he~vily Cronnsed six othckg,
onc of rhich had to bo snlvased, Onc nilot wrs roportod missing in nction,
This dmm—te—duals ~crinl hemcrins ty the 8€th Fishter 3roun, coordin-tes with
the terrific ncarults mrdo unon rdjosinin< rrcrs 0y other units of the Mi7iter—
renern Tocticel Adr Force, go crinnled the onoxpts tr-ngnor:t srsteon rnd Jio—
orzenig~d rnc docimrted his rra'zg thrt ho vwrs forced to rbondon hig projected
deferge of Rore #nd hagtily retrent northunrd te—csercne compl-to ronthil~tione
In thesc oporrtions, thc pilots®of t@  7Cth Fisatnr Sroum, throwh thelr o
traordinery 'u,roim, Acterninrtion ~nd mnrked proficicene; in comb~t howe ro-

.. filooten-hifrest creiit uson thcir orgrniz-otion rnd unon the lit-~ry Service of
tho Unitcd Stotone v :

-y
3 conn"nd of trdor Genernl CLOTION:

JON W HCIATAA,
: Coloncl, AC,
OFFICIAL: - Chicf of Stnff,

7 /(// JO((\

mL_.I..\ « DICK,
Coloncl, AGD,
Adjutrat Scnorcle

DISTRIDUTION:

uss
10 -~ 86th Fi-htor Group
1€ = Aunid tmd Decoretisn Soction ) .
3 = Til0, Decorrtions mnd Awards Br-nch, 'unitiens Buildinz;, Woghin~ton, IC
2'- ACAS, Intclli-zence, VUrshin-ton 25, D C. (attn: Listoric-~l Division)
1 - X.iT0OUS), P:rsonncl Divialon} AG Scction, Filcs, ec:ly Mssion

S
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7AR DIARY OF THE 8674 FIGHTER GROUP AP -
.= group Yeadquarters = : ’ .
Poretta Alrfield, ‘Corsica

L Awdst I .

PMirst ‘feek; -

A

1-5 -

L.

1 (me of tpe Group Operations enlizted men, 5/5pt. George Yo dunt,
Jre, h23 received word that he is to go to the Inited 3States on.

- rotation.

Lt Oarber, Assistint Oroup Q-2 is ﬁsitiﬂg Maples, : -

—

2 Coi. Barl E. Bates, Jr., assumed command of this Froun, ré;ieving
Coles Yarold E, Kofzhl,.
* Th: new Group Commander neld a meeting for all Group stars oﬂ'icers.

3 dajor ¥irsch, Group Operations officer, anZ two repressntitives ’ -
from Pratt and ¥hitney lectured to pilotse : .
Cspte. Yerzeput, hroup S-2, lectured to pllots e flak and on
awards and degorations. - :

Cule Kofahl, retiring ’}roup "o*wwﬂar, Ie!‘t th.s aornin:' for the

Statess -
Capte Fauskin, Grom Adjutant, r~ve out tallot applicitions to

of ficers anc enlisted men. i .

Lt. farber returned Jfrom Maples. . -

)
tozorrom.

Jan~ral Cannon visited the grcup.

4 Ruway is about finished, and we exncet to resume operatlions

The Oroup started to wnd personnel %o the rest carp againe ' .
The enlisted nern received their PY rations this eveninge.

S The rwway is finished, biut we are stood dosm on account of

weathers

The movie this evening was STIMG

“TIVE.

s;:.‘.‘féim e



CONFPIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY OF THE 86TH FIGHTER GROUP AAP (Continued) .
- Group Hgadquartorl -
. : . Poretta Airfisld, Corsica

August 1LY

’ Socondrwaokg 6 - 12

6  Capt. Verseput and Capt. Louls to 87th Pighter Wing.
By order of Col. Bates all persomnel will have foxholss, an
‘ inspection being proaised in the next few days.
* One officer and three enlisted »on, kmown as the Audit Tean,
checked the classification of all officers and B in the Group,
beginning their _three-day stay todq.

7 A movie was held in the area this eveming tith the rather wnimsical
title, POLIOW THE VOICE.
On today's escort mission our planes cneounterod and engaged eneny
alircraft, probably destroying one and damaging foure.

8 The enlisted men of Group Headgquarters held a dance in the old
opera house at Bastiz. The music was furnished by toe Groupt's .
own orchestra, and refrestments and sandwiches were semd.
- Thanks again to our Special Service.

9 Joe louls and his troupe arrived today and will stage a boxing
exhibition for the oroup tomorrowe They nad dinner with the
enlisted man.

Corpes Robert R. ollver was transferred from the Group S=l} gection
to Group S=3, replacing S/Sgt. George Y. lunt. Jre, who went to the
States on rotation, .

The American Red Cross bagan a three-day tou- of the hland .
A collection from our officers and enlisted men was presented to /-
our departing Italian KP's, who were retwrned to Italy today. N
Some of the "Rye-ties® had been with us nearly a year, ainca our

days at Sels on the Salerno beachhead.

}
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WAR DIARY OF THE 86TH FIGHTER GROUWP AA¥ (Continued)
- Croup Headquarters =
| Poretta Airfield, Corsica
August 19Lh . L ’ .

- Y
Second Week (Continued); 6 - 12

v
10 lLate this afternoon S/Sgte+ Joe Louis, the worldis heavyweight

chanpion, and his staff gavé a boxing exhibition in owr area.

About a thousand QI's were present to watch the show and afterward

hear Jo# crack a few well-chosen jokes over the "mike.” However, \ s

the most entertaining feature was the opening pr.lhinary between

two of owr native kid Xp'se

Cols Bates, Group Commander, was appointed Base Cc-n.mbr.

Because of torrential rains owr areas look like miniature lakes.

In same. of the tents the men'sy articles were floating about, and

later the occupants were obliged to strike their fragile shelters

and set up anew,

11 Growp S-2 received flak charts, photos, and maps from 87th Wing,
uld.ng distridbution of the material to the three squadrons.

12 officers of the Oroup held a dance in But.u. mic was furnished
by the "Invaders® orchestra.
Lt. Qarber, Lt. Townsend, and Sgt. Sobina drove out into the hills
behind Borgo and went bird huntings They retwrned with ths report _
tnat they had fired at several birds, but could not find any on -
accouht of the thick underbrush and the lack of a doge

. Third week; 13 - 19 S .

- 13 The movie of the evening was SEE HER®, PRIVATE HAROROVE. The film
and the book, it is reported, have already earned the author more
money than Qeneral Macirthur will receive from his official nln.ry
in the next five years. .

i This syening Capt. Verseput, Group Intelligence Officer, and Capte ,
o Drier, Tth Army ALO, briefed ths officers and enlisted men of Bqe . -~
> on the imninent invasion of Southern France.

Col. Bates and Major Kirsch spoks to the pilots. )

-3 -
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WAR DIARY OF THE B6TH FIGHTER GROUP AAF (Continued).
- Aoroup Headquarters ~ o
- : Poretta Alrfield, Corsica
‘ ' August 15Uk
. Third Week (Continued); 13 = 19
15 The invasion of the southern coast of France began this mornming.
The Qroup's participation in the operation to date has coms to
2; missions and 9l sorties. Owur targets were chiefly coastal
defense guns and transportation. We lost only three aircraft -
two in the sea, reason unknosne One plane crashed and burned om
the northern end of our runwaye. All pilots safe.
Picture tonight was FOUR JILLS AND A JEEP. "
16 Growp S-4 section published rosters of the wz" and "B parties e
for our next move.
17 After we have spent more than a month on this field, eating dust
day in and day out, the engineers are ﬁm]ly doi.m something about -
it = oiling all the taxi-stripse - T
» .
/ 18 Just after noon a ferocious rainstorm broke, of & foree wprece-

dented in our sixteen months overseas. The kitchen, officers? .
mess, ihe Special Service tent, and many other tents were blown i
dom. Much tnunder and lightning; the roads like Venetisn canals,
Who said "the mild Mediterranean climate"?
As a consequence of the catastrophe, we had "C% rations for lunch,
. but by auppertime we were 111 set wp again and resumed eating in
our mess halls.

t ]

19 The fellow who operates our movie projector took off for rest cup,
and now thers will be no more shows until he returns, -
¥ajor Kruck, Lt. Garber, and Sgt. Sobina spent their day off
trying their luck at fishing in the mountain streams.

-4 - R
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WAR DIARY OF THE 86TH PIGHTER OROUP AAF (Continued)

*
o

- Group Headquarters =
Poretta Airfield, Corsica

August 15Ul

B A PR

Pourth Yeek; 20 = 26

20 The picture, THE MORE THE WERRIER, wag shown this evening, although
many of us had seen it before dwring our long stay at Pomigliano
A/B in Italy. .

21 Major Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., who recently resigned as Senatoer
from Kassachusetts to enter the service, alighted from a plans at
our base this afternoon and was driven into Bastia by S/Sgte
Elwell of Group Operations.

SR S

- t

22 Col. Bates flew his 100th sortis today.
The Group's B-2% took off this morning for mypz, wdng some of
our pilots to rest camp for two weeks,
-Evening cinema was SUMMER STORM. X

g e

‘ 23 The liberation of Paris was good news in Corsica todays The French
v population at Bastia celebrated, and one could see the city
decorated and draped with flags. French 4/A fired several salvoes
and at night ahot skyrockets.
our screen entertaimment was a bit different this \nning. The
ndoubls feature® cormprised a VD picture named PICK-UP and an
orientation film on WHY WE FIGHT. N N

el io LRRRE

. 24 8Since the article on mustering out of GI's after the European
victory appeared in THE STARS AND STRIPYS, ‘this has been the main
topic of conversation throughout the day. The arguments have
raged as to who should go howme first - the married or single, the

) drafted or enlisted, men with overseas service or those remaining
: in the States, pre-Pearl Harbor men and "duration® men, etc.

ONPIDEKTIAL
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WAR DIARY OF THE 86TH PFIGHTER GROUP AAF.{Continued)
_ = Group Headquarters -
pPoretta Airfield; Corsica

’ : - August 15LY

Fourth Week (Continued); 20 - 26

25 The news on our move has been all but forgotten; now we d.on't know
when - or where - wetll go. .
The Croup's B-25 has returned from Egypte

26 Capt. Pauskin, Qroup Adjutant, gave a lecture to the enlisted mem.
in their mess hall this evening. He spoke on looting and military
discipline, since cases of looting have been reported in Southern
Francee.

FLfth Weeks 27 = 31 , ' e

27 Qeneral Darcy visited Group Operations and spoke with Lt. Col.
Kullins, Deputy QOroup Commander, ’ -

28 Today we received word that the Advance Party will pack up and - -
be ready to move August 30 at 1000 hourse .

29 Zhe move has been cancelled until further notices
. * Evening entertalinment was provided by a U50 troupe.

30. The monthly physical inspection for enlisted men was held after

i 8uppere )
] o This evening in the Special Service tent the second staff meeting
was called far tne organization of -the new Group newspaper, which
is proposed as a printed weekly.

31 Time for evening chow, first sitting, was advanced from 1800 hours

! . AR to 1730 howrs.
Pay day ~ several men achieved “old rogor' or longevity pay for the ~
first time.
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CONEIDENTIAL o B6th Flghter Grop ki

¢ . - . Outline History -3ept 15L,

mwu \TZRS J6TH F1GITER GROUP AAF ' -
ARO 650 G/PEY/ Jmq
, AG 3107 30 Septazter 134
S ECT: istorical Rucords.
.0 t  Commandlng Geasral, XII Fighter Camizand, APQ 950,
1., Qutliine "'story 0f Headquarters 36th Fighter Group aAF far the
. prriod 1 september 104, to 3C septerbor 125Lh:
) ae Proeont losignation; Headjuarters 20%h Fighter Group,
Xil Pighter Cogaznd. . .
Le (imges In organiiaticm
(1) Shenges in designation, assignment, or ateachwens:
(a) Ch..mge= in desiy-atlon: None.

B (b) “Charrges in assigmment; Assgd to C7¢h Ftr 7ing,
aath CO 39, e XII TAC, 9 September 13LY; rivd assgd 87th rtr wWing, and
rivd 2055d XIT TACy assgd ZII Rir Comrend eff 13 September l9hh" auth G0
18;, ¥ "ii AL Futce, dtted Y Sentecber 1ihile

(c) chances in attaciments jjore,
b (2) Swardinate anlts; Nune.
- i (3) Chzmu of cormmding: officers; licne.
g (L, Changes of stafl officersy Li. Ccl. Gilrert 7. Mullins,
0-39425%, rivi as Depudy Gp 0, and departsd org for return to tie fone of
the Intorior, 10 3entecber 19LL. l.ajcr George T. Loa, 0—79"1? arptd
Deputy Op CC, per voeil arders, 13 Septesber 1914,
Capts Perc: Ce :vus‘tin, 0=CC7776, Gp adlarant, and
Capte P1ul E. Verseput, (=562252, 3p Intellqzenoe o-ficer, pr:u:oted to
Mager, par 50 21'@. Te XII Alr Force, 17 3sptemter 1544
(5) Charyes i1n 7/0: None. . -
ce Stremgth, "*-*ir.;x'xed and orl‘.s*w
. . (1) tonth of Séptemer 1944 .
‘\ (2) At beginning: 26 o“fiCerb’, 2 warrznt ofricers,
- and &3 enlisted zen assigned.® ’
) . : * (b)) VYct increase: None. -
, c) lle% decreage: Yona. o
: { (d) At endy 26 officers, 2 warran® officers, ard

33 enllsted men ~asigned. -,
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de Stationsg
(1) poretta airfleld, Casazoczza, Corsica.

: ®(2) Date ol arrival; 12 July 19.;14 (aivance echslon), .
15 July 194 (remainder of detachzent) .

(b) Date of dsparture; 12 Septembar 1Lk ("A" party);
17 Septembar 194k ('" Rear® party); 21 September 1945y ("B" party).
. (2) oGrosoeto Alrfield, Grosseto, Italy. ‘
-~ (a) Date of arrival: 17 Septerber 19LL ("A® party);
18 Septembar 19LL ("A Rea~* pdrty); 23 Soptember 19LL ("B" party). -

(b) Dats of daparture;' Presert station.

e+ Mloverernts; .
(1) From poretta Airfield, Corsica, to. Grosseto Airfio‘d,
Italy. .
- (a) Purpose; Change of statione N
{t) Dates; 12-17 September 19LL for mA® party; . )
17-18 Septumber f’or ®p ear" party;; 21-23 September 15Ll for "B party. .
{e) 3y motor cunvoy Lo Bestia Stagirg Area; 1ST
frau Basgla, Corsica, to plodbino, italy; Ly amctor convey {rom Flombino,
i1taly, to new gtation. .
(d) Roaus generally satisfaclory and weather generally

" fair and, dtye -

I'e Cumpaigns,
{1) Framss Italy.
(2) Laration: 18 A ot W2 %o date - carpadyn still in
progroas.

g+ Cperationay

A (1) Capaign: Italy. .

() tature of ‘operations; armad recces and road and rall

Cuttmg rissiona, chally in the 2 ¥alley.

(3} Wurkber of missions and sortles for period 1 Septembar |
").gh to 30 Septeber 15LL; 199 missions and 1,355 sorties fos entire Groip.
(L) Results of th2 nost importint rissiona; See S3uadron . :
stories following. - : T
. 4 i

-~ . .
e Cummanding officer irn imrartand missionsy Commanding officer | * i1

"lew *wo alsslons ~I “w»o and a %1)f hours euchy neither miasion very .
szectaculsre . ‘ I
i. Losses in action: None - -

J+ Former and prcsent wemoerd who have ...Lsti.nguished themselves
T in asticn: '!one. .
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TAR DIAWS OF ™T 86T pLullTER GG P ,UJ - / !
A - S"‘(‘up Teadjurrters - ’ . P
o ° i °
- poretia Alrifield, corsica : L {
' ;
Septezbar 1944 ! :
- . t
e R e e e
1 Damn today marked five long years of war in Eurape, and 1t R
looVvs® 22 12 the end cannot be far off.
2 ctand-dowm for mainterance. T ) : " e
¥eating was held in the Anlistod L2nts uesc ha'l bo “lzcuwss the B
- organization of 1 Znllsted Ken'c CIub fer Srey . . o
Piret eek; 2 -9 -
- " 3 ite Swher freo sick book ¢t .hty. ) ) :
. Thic afternoan’ Lt. Cole. a.x."ﬂs, sepaty Srewp Jodmander, spavae - .
to the Zquacdren and Group operations and intellljence olltcers “
= 2t Group 3=3 building. . . .

4 Our sec nd lakar Day overseas finds 111 the Lovs b\.s,f dispensing
and manufsctaring rumors on our next dectlnation. Specddztion .
raness all tha way fraa rfrance and 1*aYr tc Russla and the C3I ; .
theatsr - or eren\\ne 3tateia . ’
Capte Urier, ATQ, 137t for frarce, hut returred when his orders
ware nm.el]cd. - .
& 3=75 fo~r 412th Bozh 51uadror, Satiinia, landed on the Tleld .
with e eruw reskar ©illed .rd two others wounded,, ' -
Lt. Brinley, A3st. UYreup =3, placed signs along the taxi-stripu ~
at the end »f the ruaaway sz7irg, "Use slde roade Do not drive . -
ofi TAnwaye" -
The techrdcolor ~ict.|u~a, ADY D TIZ DARK,’ ﬁu shown in the
evening. : .
Yews reports rlate that Alled prirols have cro_,sed t. Irontier
B T of seram} in the 3aar district. - LA
. b Cfficers were alected for the newly organized Enlisted lent's
Club of Sroup Yje, as followss T/Sgte Loats DiCello, presidsnt
- S/5¢%e Austin Je Collins, Vice President; T/Sgt. Clayton Ae -
: Mgsuale, Socretary-ireasurer; and T/Sgte Jow® Ipvett,,Chairman
’ ol *he untartalnaun® Corzittee. .
. . /a;,t- Claton 4. Rapsdale sp'»o.nted .;erzaant Bador of the 86&1‘
- Mehter Guup.
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¥AR DLIRY ¢ 7S E6TH FIGHTER GIOUP AAF (Continued)
- - Groq) }L:qumrtere - ' '

- e . N ‘ L Puret 2 .urfiold, Corsica

) ..eEtm:"er 1544

, . rsg uk(Conti'mod)s 3-9 ' e Tl Lk

- - - .= b

- .. 6 0n a transition flight Lte J zl.n cr=shed htz plane five x'.l

' southeast of (‘,":iaopac*ia, cp
S**ﬂd-dovm m account of rﬂn

ica., . ‘- - A

.

7 _4nothar stand-dowm was called for today after two weat.her recces S S

2 - _rezerted the Po Valley closed in. T .
- ' " A3 a result of a :adical inspaction, the enllstud mea on the SR

4 ) line spent st of the afternoon digging 1 new latrire, :

- tn v —

. . . § Stand-down for' the. third straight day. oot ; -
v C This is the fminx‘ear_y af the surrender of Ih.y, an aveat thzt oo Lt
) causcd boundless excitement azong us in uicily 3 year ago, bubt- . . - S
, " 4lse an Gvent tha did not altogether fulfill i%s rroacdae, . . : :

' . 1n %hase “welve months the A11ics hive s lowly hacked their *aj i

) - Jp Mthe 3ot ‘rom 3alerno to Florerce. . :

A = € wrcrar? and, £27th Sguadrén, crashzl inte the seae -

-' o Lte Cole Chizrles F. Sazridy, Jre, foroer weput; a*oup Cwmﬂcx‘,»

K- _ ", vizited in the alternodn.

R ) - . ‘9 Capte iricr, o &L0, 1eft again on orders, and 'Zt rczin& tobe - o e

. . 32 if this s apother “drz rn® for HMn. .
Cipte Flelding fo. atchley, 527th aquaJ"c-x Intcll.;,cnct officer,
. . told us 211 znod-bye this af aftornoon, sirce_he 3o leaving far }b
ttates to enter tho Judge ylvocate kreral's Training Schoole 0
. latestwerd on cur long cdelijed move tz theb the Wan ferty should
B ' e te realr e return to It ly i two o three dajs. .

g o Eveming rovie mas 5O BIE 1IDTWUITY U T ,\;

& ~ -— -

k. - . . Sazmnd YWeek: 10 - 15 . .-

- —— o —

~; L .o - 10 L. Col. GElbert T4 Hullins, Reputy Uroup Coacmander, visited:
. ) . . . Greup S-2 and 53 and brought news .of his rotatfmm to the States
Cur new GG i3 dajor lenedict, from the STth Pfghter Group.
Gele Fletcher, CO. of B—26 Group, visit»d. L

——
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T - aro\p Ibadauarters -

Pmtfa‘ﬂrﬁold, corsica T ' . — Lk
' . septamber 19hh : .' ' '

-

A - .~ Second Tloek (Continued)s 10 = 16 S ' e
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PI after supner - glght thers instead of six made the I Hepry.

i?

f

Yaving day at jlast, coming on short notice at treakfast time. TLo L .
Tho parsenmel of the 7:° party, 18 well xs the oI tr:mspomtion, '
wes urastical 1y reduced. Neverthelesa, the bulk o the equipment : Cm
-was loided on far the "fretght echelan® {they will not attempt - ’
o start operxtions), and the merty spt out for the Ile Rousse '
Staging irea on tho rnerthwest coest ol the “sland. ro officers
wore sent from Group Cperations or InteIlizence = just one EY
from each section, S/bgt. Elwell ot operations and sgt. acbi.m.
of In *Nligence. - »

13

L

x? 3a) exchangcd our rrancs' for lirs today. - T
he c7erdng mot a: fuw of the officers and pon ‘ecped over to _ R
" the nvie area of the 3Mat Sewvica Wrogr on the banks ol the ] [
River Golus The attraction was the hilariocus cinematic P
about a dancing caterpillar, entitled v 8 UFCE & TINE.

Aayhoe

Rk

“iate s =ftewnoon the cen fram ouwr 'A%t; exa Pack fram : ;

Me fousse with the naws that they will 1434 at Basvia tomorrow. o
They spent the night here. . . - o

-t

- - 15

E, , - 16 -
¢ : . tonorrow mornin:.

Our "A" advance norty £inmallj pulled out in mddaftarnoon, with . . v
vapte Grost leadin: the comvoy. Tha "A" renr parby) ~ensioting - - e
of the remaindnr 57 the orfzinal "i" party, is .chedulf;d*t.o D

leavg L~morrov, : . . :

Azain ouwr nmeving party's depa:'t;g‘vaa postponad = 'this time mtl
L "aerry ap and walt® in the best oI traditions

Third Yeors

17 - 23\ L e

17

The "A" rear party- finally leff about 0900 hours, but spent the
whole lay at the staging area squth of Bestiae
boardud the LST befora =idnight, but t.bo ship di.d not lun,
p:xst.ia karbor until the next dawne
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Third Wook (Continued)s X7 =23 = R

T , . omd Fiamosa, landsd.at pladdino, Italy, and reached Grosseto - ° !
g . ’ Airlield jJust alter nighitlall. "% party dad slréady-arriyed Uy L o
] . b pl.’lﬂﬂo . . b . { K "‘

-~

. : {
’ ' ) 13- A" rear prrty, odrting the south shores of tha islands of Elha . g
i

. : 15 Zverjono is busy setilng up tants la the dusty line avaa, AAnds - 0 - .
o <. : are terrifics 7he line 1:. alwrost 2 mila and a half wesi uf oxr : . ~,.‘
: tent bvivouac, which is at the waatcrn edge of grosscto . ? : . T

: v : 20 "The rainr came” = amizud, wad, mud everyzlure, ' : . SRR

- - Operationr and Intelligence, toth Group and Squaurans, slas growp r e

SR . - : Bngliweering, irmament, and Grdnance, moved intd c.m.ortable, but LT 4

v, ’ ) leaky two-story red farmhouses \ s

.1 , The Growp cfricers' Club, a spiendid former hcapital bullcing in -
) Jrosseto, wis fnreally inaugurated at m.pperbiu by sarving tw

. , [irst meal in the new consolidated olficers! zess. Juorters, - .

A ) B33, clus, and bar we wler t.he same roofs : ; -

] 21 "'lth coep sighs of reliel, the enlisted men moved from their -

“ - . : : muddy field to a large factery on the drainage canal a mile™ N - i -

‘ . . northeast of tom and mearly throe =Xles {rca the fieid. The S -

' astablishzent consists o a series of long st.onc sheds-vith - : }

arched tils roofs. * .ot J .

. . ] arders Lrunaferring a nasbe of o:f‘cera becano effoctiva todays S

9 N L,apt. Adeiander louis and 1st Lte Glayson Se Garber, isste-dro:p _—
3 iniz1137esce Officers, exsharged placos with Cante Frederic He

: . = '{enriod, T25th &yuadron’ Intelllzence 0fficer, and 1st Lte Cbarles S

. : B Voller, Lisst, S26th Squadron Intelligence 0Sficérs - Capte ol

. T 1liam Be Colgan was assigned as 525th Squadrom GO, WMle 2d Lte - s

. St Harold Je Ingley was transferred from the 526th to the S27th 5qe .

22 The B4 received treir first px ‘ration since retm'nhu to Italy;

. baer quota ralsed to nine bootles per mane - .

. : The "B" rear party didntt arrive, as expected. *

Prosldent Louls DiCollo and hs cohorts are hard etvork readying

- the nem Group Enlisted Men's Club, which is housed in a large. "‘%5@
. ’ grecnatone builcun._,, evidantly a former Fascist u.miu-. w0




‘ﬂdrd 'ock (Continued) rE

.23 The BY had tbat.rare: donw:r, fried chicken, for lunzhe,
~The rémaining . showers ¥are openied et the.Growp EM Club, aot far .
froa 4 ‘couple of the. 1at.¢ Duco'o -indy m*tocs for kis warrlor- -
athletes. . - T L
‘-Pcrten::ays ‘or mar thnunhanbom meivlng vir’uanjno
m3il.  The: APO must rot like ws any mores; .’

-~ Jur vear party, after more than ths usual deléy, arrived’ *-rmldxt..

Fburih mk.:‘ 2u .; 30 -

& 4nld nwh wailing -end gnqating of’ 4oeth, the nen wers aroused
from almber at ohoo boury to unload Lo pri.cr.u.y B truckse’

“. - 25 tourly bus aervice, with twslve ronnd-tnps per day, was bBegun -
between the Eil area‘and Officers¢ Club, @ Club, aml the line. -
First departure frod EX area is at 0730 hours, last at 1830 bours;
last departure from.Group Operations building at 1900 bowrs. .
Hews was received of the promotion of the following Hj. officers,’
" elfcotive Septasber 17y - Capte Percy C. Fauskin, Group Adjatant, -+°
: 'anu Capte Paul k. Verseppt, Grow Intelligenve Officer, aers .
promoted to Major; 2d Lte Robert Pe Duncu.n, Group Publig Helaticmé-
0fficer, w23 rromoted to-lst Lis - SR
- This evening was mariad by the informal- opoxﬂng of "the Growy’
‘Enltsted Ments Club with a‘dance. - Tha local signorine were-
for {he fastivities, hsld in a hrso hall decorated wity l-mt.am.l
pud assorted foliage smpsting a tropical atnosph-rc :

- 27 Reawcowp ba_rgg_m_mm;a.'!.a'r;m‘pa_rti.-
. elrT 1obcrat.ion'! tonisht. :vf"

T

asmd-mmday,dt.nmgmqw W‘
Everyone 13 happy o : 'r“ :
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AR DIARY OF ™z 86T nq‘r‘ OROUP AGF (Cmvinuunu) -
i - G:'oup Eeadq:arters -

grosseto Alrfield, Italy

Septestér 19kl : A ‘ .

, : 'n - I )
Pourth Week (Continned); 24 - 30

-——

L0 The Mﬂthl}' physical inspection for enlistad mun was- held =t
suppertize, bLut pay day was #kdpped for a few dayse
Thda avening the Group Inlistad LentssClub was at last fo:'nally
* wpened with a big “amce, attanded by most of the officers and .
aignorine frnm as far away as Orbet Everyone seemad to have
3 nond time without gatting too tiosy. H".Bic was furnishéd *y .
var oMM, 3rauap orchestra, "the Invaders,

- .——

- Fataten
. - . .
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RESTRIOC?SED
EEADQUARTERS 86TH FIGETER GROUP AAY
APO 650 U. S. army
9 September 1944
OEHSRAL ORIERS)
]
FUMER 12 )

Award of PurPlo HBAIt & ¢ o o o « o o o o 2.0 = eve s o s a s o 0 8 o «1

1 —AYARD OF PURPLE HEART

Under the previsions of Army Regulations 600-45, ae amended, the 3 ]
Heart 1s ded to' the following named Officers for wounds recaived as 3he
result of.x:: /S

ny action. . /-
EAREY L. GALDWELL, 0-665172, Captain, 527th Fighter Squadron 8, 86th
Tighter Group, Southern France, 17 August 1944. .

JAHES ¥. HcPHERSON, 0-684020, First lieutenant, 527th Yighter Squadron
SE, 86th ¥ighter Group, Italy, 28 August 1944,

By order of Colonel BATES:

: PERCY C. TAUSKIN
- Captain, 4ir Carps
CFFICIALS Ad jutant

Captain, &1ir Corps, . .
Ad jutant.

)
DIST:
3-TAG, Dec & Awards Br, Muniticne Bldg, Washington D.C.
1-HaAl0USA, Personnel Div. a0 Section
2.40h3, Intelligence, Washington, 25, D.0. (att Historical Div)
2-XII AY, Awards & Decorations Section.
2-XII TAC
2-Ea 6q. .
2-3a Officor. : [ ,
I-Group P.Rc 0-
1-File

.
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HEADQUARTERS 86TH FIGHTER GROUP AA¥
Office Of The Group Surgeon

. TUiAAL AP 650, U.S. Army
g PR seas
H ' "*"‘2 tv‘SG
{12 GUBIROT:" Medical Higtorical Data Beport.
© t The Surgeon, AAFSC/HTO, &0 528, U.S, Amy.

1. Previous History:

T™is subject was thoroughly discussed in the preceding revort covering the
perisd up through 3 June 1944, In 1t wae desoribed the activation of the unit at
Will Rogers Fleld, Oklahoma, on 10 February 1942. Hogt of the training in the final
plene assizaed the group (the A-36) was mccomplished at Key Field, Hississippl between
6 Angust 1942 and 17 March 1943, The unit started overseas 29 horil 1943, landing at
Oran, North Africa. Active combat operations began 6 July 1943 from Korba Airfield,
Tanisia. The wnit moved to Sicily 21 July 1943 and later to Italy on 13 September 1943,
At the end of the period of the 30 Jure 194l report, the unit was stationed at Orbetello
Alrfield, Italy. :

% 2, Adpinistrative Eletory: -

2. 1) Date of activation—10 February 1942, 2) Original designation of unit--
% th Bombardment Group (Light). 3) Place of organization--Will Fogers Fleld, Oklanoma
City, Cklshoma. 4} knthority for organiration--Letter A5 3.2 (1-5-12) MR.M-AT, dated
13 Jenuary 1942, War Dept. 5) Original T/0 and E for operation—T/0 & E 1-112 for Eaq.:
2/C & T 1147 for squadrons. 4uthority for T/O & X for nq. and Squadrons the saze as
suthority for origin. 6) Unit transfer duricg period—

Orbetello Alrfield, Italy to Foretta Alrfield, Corsica 15 July 194k
Poretta Airfield, Corsica to Orosetto Alrfield, Italy 24 Sept. 1944

7) On 1 July 1942, the original T/0 & K was revised. ‘then the unit chenged from "Lignt
bosbardment Group" to "Pignter Bomber Oroun® on 1l Sept. 1943, tne T/0 & X changed to-
kq., T/0O & E 1—& dated 1 July 1942, Squadrons T/0 & B 1-27 dated 1 July 1942, per W D
Lettar AG 322 (8-6-U3) OB-I-AFEPG-M, dated 23 August 1943. Oz 31 March 1943 the /0 &
£ was revised. It vas agaln revised on 29 December 13u3. 8) T/0 & E changes which nay
bave been recommended by official  communication--None,

b. Personnel Matters: 1) Unit quarterly strengths are as followst
Quarter ending ¥ September 19ul: = 1002 )

2) Losses of Medical Department Personrel during the Period: - Fone.
3) Eo civilian personnel employed during the pericd L) The general morale of the men
bas always been high, The men have had numerous Camp Shows and ¥ovies at least 2 or 3
times per week. ‘hen weather and circumstances would perait, scamwnal gports have dem
enjoyed, There are no outstanding promotlon probleas. At pregent the allotted rank i
about 0% complete. 5) Soecial citations and awards @uring the pericd--None,

[
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(5-E-C-R-E-T) b .
\ subj: medical historical data report: g6th Ftr. Op. AAF, APO 670, U.S. Arey-

RO STER OTJ MXDICAL DEPARTYINT PERONNEL
as of 30 September 19%4

’

Eeadquaytery
Major JESSE W SEAVW - 04229% - Will Rogers Fleld, Olkla, Group Surgeon
Capt. nAROLD (IMI) EANTER - 0369767 - Carlisle Barracks, Fa. Dentcl Surgeon
s/sgt. Auetin J. Collins - 36316088 - Cemp Grant, 1. “Red. Ade. Clerk
sgt. George C. Landenbach - 32216802 = Casp Les, Ve. Flt, Sur. Asst.
5¢t. Carnine N, Fasano - 32239%60 ~ Caxp Lee, Va. Dental Tech.
5gt. Staniglms J. Teuras - 32216789 - Camp Lee, Va. urgical Tech.
Opl.” Eldon 4, Morse i 37427753 - Key Field, Miss. Kedical Tech,
Jpl. Leon J. Yoskowice - 32185787 - Cemp Lee, Va. . Surgical Tech.
925th Sgquadron
Capt. GHORGE R CLINILK - 035775 = Gelger Fleld, ¥ash, Squadren Surgeon
5/Sgt. Albvert S, Dikeglio = 32217549 - Cemp Lee, Va. Section Leader
Opl. Lloya G, Glerks - 76166343 « Hunter Fleld, COum. Kedical Tech,
Pfc. John Anmnziata « %3163%9 = -Camp Grant, Ill. Clerk
Ffc. Purldee Carter - 180065% =- Fort Dougles, Utah Ssurgical Tech,
Ptec. Frank Dintoniloe - 35152080 ~ Camp Lee, Va. Medical Tech,
Ffc,  Ceorge Flatzan - %2325 - Eunter Fleld, OCa. Aztulance Driver
‘éth Squadron .
Jent. FRAXCIS C. KUPEY - 0420513 = W11l Rogers Field, Okla. Squadron: Surgeon
S/sgt. Clifford Young - 18020976 - Fort Douglas, Uteh Section Leador
Cpl. Walter Gronowsky - 1205853 = Camp Lee, Va. Surgical Tech.
Gl Alvin Vallett - I7L546LT - Key Fleld, Xise. Apbulance Driver
Prt. Cliffofa I. Herpsn = 33112867 = Camp Lee, Va. A Clerx
- Pvt. Raymond ¥, Jones - 39500728 = Cemp Barkley, Texms Medicel Tech,
527tk Squadron
Cept. THOMAS L. RIDER - 0420061 -~ Port Hancock, F.J. Squadron Surgeon
S/Sct. YNicholas Fomplli - 32217658 = Cemp Lee, Va. © Section Leader
S¢t. cenes °. Hejunal - 166286 ~ Hunter Fleld, Ga. Medical Tech,
Opl.  Edwerd Witt - I7UZT13 - Key Meld, Mise. - urgical Tech,
Gpl. Jesept S. Peges - ;1166171% « Hunter Tield, Ga. Clerk :
Ffe. Zdward ¥ilanowskl - 35234032 = Camp Grsnt, 111, Anbulance Driver
Pfc. Joseph Iolmovich - 3038475 - Cemp Lee, Va. Surgical Tech.

(2
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subj: medical historical date Treport: ghth Ftr. Go. AAF, &FC 650, U.S, Army

c. Temporary and perzanent stations of urit, during the period, with arrival
and departure dates!

Arrivel ) Denperture
Ortetello Field, Italy 20 June 19LL 11 July 19k
Poretta Field, Corsica 15 July 19Lu 21 Sevtember 13kl
Gromaetto Field, Italy 24 Sept, 19uL

Campaign and battle awardst - nit Presidential Citation" ver General
Orders #10, Eq, Twelfth adr Force, 7 iguet 194k, Description of Cltation is as
follows:

Te &th Fighter Group is cited for outstanding perforrence of duty in
actlon egainet the enemy 3n the Mediterraneen Theater of Cperations on 25 Hay 1944,
aAfter the Allied armies had broken the enemy's seven-montt stend before Cagsiro, Itely
end wvere threetening his flank from th'e Anzic Beachead, powertul German forces atteap-
ted to reform on a line between Frascatl and Tivoll; where they proposed to stop the
allied advance ghort of Fome. To disrupt this strategic maneuver, the &tk Fighter
Sroup was ordered, on 25 May 19uli, to maintedn continuous armed reconnalissance of all
rooads leading from the front to the projected deferse line. Although the majority of
thelr fi7 - &3%'s ad P=10'q bad been flowa over 100 combst hours on moTe than 0
combat mi :ions ard had been sibjected, in almost a year's service, to the dust and
heet of k- :th Africa es well as to the terrific sirain of vertical diving, the ground
personnel, through indefatigatle and resourceful effort, had every plane prepared for
an sll-out =ffort bty daylight. Taldng off at 0650 hours on 25 Kay, the first flight
tegan a gruelling battle with eneny tranwport, diving through intense accurete enti-
aircreft fire to bomb traffic, effect road blocks and create confusion, repeatedly
returning at minlzum altitude to strafe the st 38 nf enemy reconnalssance cars, ner-
sonnel carriers, trucks, tanks, and borse-dias ctillery moving to the rear. Wez
sre finel four-ship flight lmded that night s XD teurs, the Group bad, in 12 nie
clons and B6 sorties, destroyed 217 and demaged 245 e =y vehicles, infitctod ap D~
known rumber of caguslties on hogtlle perwrmel, eststiighed many effecting road blocks,
silenced neversl gun positicns, and interdicted the highways into the towns of Frosine
one, Cori and Cescaro. These crushing blows were not delivered without cost. Of the
Sroun's fifty planes, hostile fire destroyed two and heavily damaged six ctiers, one of
&ich had to be salvaged. Cne pllot was rercrted missing in action. This cawn-to-dnsek
perial hamrmering by the 86th Fighter Group, coordinated with the terrific asscults made
upon edjoining arems by other units =f the ¥oditerranean Tactical Air Force, s cripoled
the enery's trenmort system and discrgant gzed and decimated his ranks that he was forced
to sbandon his projected defemse of Fome and hastily retreat northward to escepe Com-
tlete mnnihilation, In trese operations, the pllots of the ghtn Fighter Group, tkrough
thelr extraordipary heroisn, determination and rarked proficliency in combat bave ref-
lected highest credit upon thelr organigetinn ‘and upon the Military Service of the Unitet
Stetes, P

d. Functionsl activities have not veried since the last report, nor h&ve
there been any marked pollicy changes.

Yo secial Ingpections of the comaand have been * .4,

ve have had no organigzations attached for medica- service during this

neriod,

. (3 .
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subj: pedical higiorical date renortt B85th Fer, Gp, aAF, AP0 650, U.S, arrey.
Lol ¢. Training detat Courses of training during the period included two oourcee

of instructions, to medical nermnnel on the methnd of giving a nrophylactic trcatcent,
or 21 July 19LL4 and agaln on 7 isugust 194U, A talk on malaria control and crmp seniliac
tion was given on 18 July 1944, Trelring films that were shown are es ‘ollows:

"Sex Eygiene®, shown on 3 August i9uk,

"he FIiy*, chowa on 7 mamgust 194k,

"Know Fr Sure", showc nn 13 Auguat 19LL,

"Pickup® shown or 23 August 19LL,

- 3, Environmentel History:
: &, Invironmentsl Sanitation - '{e coxzand moved from Orbetells, Italy to
Poretta Air Bess, Coraica on 15 July 1944, All mem lived in tents. Swamps in the neisfh-
borkood of the comn wers sorayed by eirpleine by the local maluria control commission,
swhich morkedly reduced the number of malaris-bearing moscuitoes. Fcdles of rairn water
that collected ir the casp erea &fter hesvy reine, were niled,

b. Peronal Hygiene — Phyaical insrections held twice meathly reverled ro
verercal disscse, scables or fungus infectiong et the time of ingpection,
Imzuni zutions given during the reriod are es follows:
Trinvle "yohoid injectione -- 31,
Typhug Tever injectinns - 27, €
Tetanug Toxmid inlectisnsg -~ O,
Srellpox Veccline Inngculatisne — U, o

Tersonnel took atebrins resmlarly, mnnlied mogcults renellent nightly, and
slept vnder mosoults bars, . )

£. Undue Frevzleace nf {ozuminlicable Disease —- Zecsuse of strict sanitatisn
zeasures including use of DOT wlution, the dyrentery rate hac 4rmvred stcadlly during
the period. The venereal disesnze rnte drooned also, since the camp was et anxe dJsierce
froz petrmolltor arecc, &m2d gleo beczvge of “‘nlkz on the gudlect and the ghowing of
three treinizg filra on venercel 24 se-ceo.

4. Yew or Iooroved idAmini vtrotive measurcs ur sppliances -~ None,

. Sutjects not covered My stber headinge: On 24 Sept. 19Uk the compand wae
zoved from foretta Alr oase, Corsice to Srosseto, Italy., The comnmd is now bdused en--
tirely in b=ildings. Sinitation is zuintsined cmick more easily becuuse quarters and
kitchene are £ll in buvileings, Becauce of the cooler weather almost 6ll flies and pos~
quitneg have dlsguppeared, Food hag Teen "™3% & *C¥ type ration and has ixproved in pala-
tability. BEvacuatisr of cogusltics e not been a problem at either base becsuse of the
rearn=gs of £rny hosnitals., Cl'zete Pusslicn teiwerale throughout the nericd. The guans.
ity end qualily of Gedlcrl spplles have tewn selluleckery.

£, swecoimerncetizne: Tiae, ’

\%, Crereticnal Elatory: )

6. Nedlcal activities Yave rot varied from the past. 4 line azbulance servicve

1g tumistned 2t all tases. Frephylactic stetlcne are maintained at the camp, Squadron

- clerenearies and n group wardctent for cuerters cases were panned at all times. Obaer-

vation of nilote to xeep them \r promer condition and to dispose of them when they show
iccicationr for rellef recuiced one of the medionl deputuont'l,Qiq.eopqm..

- . () CHALLAOOI L
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st )i medicul historicel dets reportt g6th Ftr. Gp. AAF, &PC 650, U.S. amy.

L, A profe-sional nsrrative, includiny a resuze of Esgential Technicel Uedlenl
Dats reporte for the pericl, most of necessity ve a repitition of stoetemenie made clse~
were in this report, Cur maic protlews in the field are concerned with trat cf dlseare
wrevention, as represented by: 1) The maintainence of vroper ganitation, 2} Meleria

control through education cf persencel snd supply of equipment end etedrine to trevent

the armearsnce of malaria, 3) Venereal dlseuse creventlon ty education by telkp, treintu:

flme and tre maiptslnerce of nreokylactic stations, vlus the sdminiatration of all imm—
unigation. GSince mo definitive therery 1s glves, 1o sdvelces in or comcents 50 BUIZery
or medicine o peychiatry were possille. Yo suzgestions for the Yettering of the suptly
gy sten were made during this neriod, ' :

c. Ko vew sToblems have arleen auring the period ccucerningedisease preventicn
or the evacuetiosn of natlects, Enrpitals are alweys nearty to cere for and majcT Chsudb~
1tles. &0 new izprovieatlcns of & medical nature heve been produced. CThe mwevention of
injurles in :ilote is ennfined to fngtitction of nersonnygyto festen and lock all eafety
selis and harmces, bud te leave the cenopy open on takeoffs and landings. & compilation
~f cegualilep Trom tekecff erd landing =cclients demonstrated that slight irjury or ncne
et 81l repilted in suche accicents if these wehgures were ovgerved{ except, cf course, in
thoge pocldents ir wh.ich the plene weE almo st extirely disintegrated).

2, 10 Lew pmtlens in avigtion medicize sccurred, nor were &y carked changet
of onlicy instituted. Towerd the close of this period, a8 new policy wes nmrulgated T
nigher rLeadcuarters in wtich the relief nf pilote trmugk adpinistrative choonels cfter
the »'la* has flown 100 sorties in tils type of work was eet for th, '

™ f5llowias 1o e guumery of the JaTe cf Flier nimnria for the nerical

July Lugust Ger terter

Strecith c¢? Flying Fersonr el: 1 150 142
Conut gsioned: 122 4 137
Tlignt (fficers: 3 5 L
nligted lend 0 0 0
A, alrcraft Accléents! Lo: 11 7 5
. Frtally Injureds = [ 1 1
Severely Injuresd: 2 0 0
S1ightly Injured: 3 L 2
Uninjured: C 2 2

3. alrcreft Sesinlties: uind 5 K £
LA 0 1 0

w LAl 1 0 0
H.I.a 4 L 5

Fliers on Sick Pemort or rexoved
from Flying on uccount of:
1. Disorders DJue to Flyiny:
ligease! >
Punctiornal Nervous:
Yo. occurring: € L 1
Ns. daye losts 97 53 3

wthergs
ho. occurring: o

so. days lost: : 0

(]
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subjt medical historical data reportt 86th Ftr. Op. AP, APO 650, U.S. Ammy.
[
M.rcra.ft Accident, Injurys July Angust _ September
Bo, occurringt 9 3 T
¥o. days lost! T6 105 160
Casualties W.I.A ¥ i
¥o. occurring! 1 0 0
Ho. dyas lost: 2 (o 0
2. Digorders Kot Due To rlyinu R
Digenge: * '
Junctional, !ervon.:
Fo. oecnrring: o] o] o]
Ho. aays lost: - o] 0 0
Othergt
Bo, occurring! 23 10 1
No. days lost: : 13y 143 11
3, XMlying Personnel on Rest Leave!

¥o. occurring: 9 2 24
Fo. days lost: % 91 307

D. Kiscellaneous Ramarks: July hugust Septecber
Total Individual Srties! Kes 1123 39
Total Individual Op. Hre: 1,331:110 2,67T1110 3,538 %
Total Individusl Non-Op.Ers.l, 436185 375105 C25u15
Ty tal Flying Per, Trans, Out! 5 9 g
Total Flying Per. assigned: gl 12 8
Total Flying Per. on D. 5, to
the Zne Of Interior: ) ) 1 f
Total Flyinz Per. on D.S, in
the Zne Of Interior retuming
to organigation? 5 [+] o]

. Dental activitiest

1...Dental assistant satisfectory. Labdoratory Techniclans at hospitals
dolng pro.thotfé’- geen to de capable,

2. Dental vathologies during past,three months shov no radical changes,

3, Men arriving for overseas duty from the stetes show evidence of proper
dental treatoent accorded before Embarkation.

%, This organisation at present has no class 1 D probless,

5. Ko incidence of faclaleraxillary or Jaw injuries from battle or non-
battle cauges. .

" 6, Civiliang employed by this orgaciszation are given any emergency dental

trentment necessary,

7. Dental installations, equipment, and supplies satisfactory and easily !
accessible, .
8. Bo other pertinent narrative information.

£. Yeoterinary Activ tiest Fothing to report, since no Yuterinary personnel
are assigned to this unit, . .

®) ‘ UNLLAbeHED
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nedical historical duta reocrtl

getr Yir, Op.,

Statistical ri storical haterial:

a. unoery of Sick end ‘ounded Zecords!

(1) aduieslon rutec per 1000 per anrum for

All causes,

all dlecases,
Injuries,

Battle Camualties,
Intestinal diseuss,
Venereal Adisesse,
A.P, disease,
Cammon resoiresory,
Halaria

Jamundice,

Sther disease of unucgual
irterest,

\

Non-effective rate

(3} Patients Treated:

[

[ e o "
'\J-l%ﬁ
(Ne RV V]
o e
EvA~

.
m O

oi\:’“'_:g ocwBo
N

0

Ju!v
13

(2) Mon-efcective rate ner 1000 ver annur

Totdl natient dz's for hosnital patients

Yumber of out-natlents

iwiber of out-pilents treatments adm.

-——

kT, RS ERD, U, 2 Army,

the followirng?

At Septecher
7132.2 610.3
530,1 ;e L
102.8 103.8
0 0
12.8 o~
S PRt 2%5.9
0 0
5.7 0
38.5 51,9
0 B o}
o} (o}
for unit:
Auaigt Septenb=r
g 13

230 233 3%
399 335 281
727 62 ngh

(4) Pnysical -xeminations; mumber and type of zachi

July
2 = ~oathly Phy sical
4 - pl, exa.inaticus

frinle Typhold s
Tetanus “oxmid
Tynhus Fever

. Smallpox Vaczine

August
2 - korthly Physical 2 - Monthly Physical

July
n
0
22
4

() Admigelons to Sick Feport:i:

Yumber of adrigsi-ns to . marters
Zurher of admissione to homital

(7

{&; lmmunizations; pumber and type of each:

Septenber

b ~ blU, examinatiors

— July Augugt Sep tember
Tatal.satient dg's for querters patli«nts 7 2% w0

J [
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wbj:  medical historical data reportt Séth‘l-‘tr. Go., &0 650, .3 4ry,

(1) Venereal Digeases:

’ ) . July Ausugt September
-  Total mmbér of days last due to V.D. 0 6 0
. ) Aversge mumber of dsys lost %or ecch | . -
- Y.D. pafiect. 0 1 . 0 .
‘—‘Pmphylacticl adimin} stered. =) % 19

There are no oolored troopu 1n th:is comnind o all fig,urevpertain to
white troops.

Becaige of the method of keeuing records it ig imoaaible o break
do\m days lost, to each narticular Venereal Disease. -

(8) Patients Beds ( Juarters):

- s
. ’ July August Septexber
Yumber Available, L0 o 550 - he0
Average nu{nber"bccuwied. 2.% 0.8 1.2
». Tental Statictics: ) -
. July Mgt Sentexber
(1) Total Zo. adnicsions. 35 38 - ke
) (2) Total Fo. sittings. 127 162 127
{(71) Total Yo. Trectménts. I {13 © 228 01
A, Tegtoratiozs: " 106 . 109 92 -
-1, Analgans, 6 , 57 2
2. Oxypho sphate and - ) . )
4 inalgaa, s ) % /
- 3, Sllicates. o 23 14
3, Gun Treatments. ) 2 7 10
C. Prophylards. 12 - 5
- D. Calculus removed, 3 10 b ¢
Z, Extractions. 23 a 17
o b~ v  F, Tooth treatment. 10 7. 3 )
: "G;.- Prosthetic Procedures, 1 7 o 7
Ladjustoente)
c. ~a.boratary Zxaninctioneat - .

Urethral. - g
Flood Jountas.
Stoal Oultures.
{ahn, .
Urinalysls.
S%inal Taps.
. Darkfields.
Malaria,

v

I3

. Z-Ray Zxpomroe!
Peferred to anl done
vy Tospitale. .
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wmdjt pedicel historical data report: &th Fer. Op., &0 6%, U.S Amy.
e. Veterihary: No veterinary }-)er-bnnol in this command,

6. Zvacuationt All evacuation of patlentp has been b7 ambdulance, the mmber -
Ycéing 127. Only one exception in the sbove has eccurred in which Aental patients

who were unable to prodare dental prostheses in Corrica wers flown to the Fome, Italy.‘

area where prostheses were obtained in the hogpitals located there.

T. Medical &tbplﬂ .

Yot required of a tactical unit,
Organi sational medical wapply:
o (1) Completeness of equipment upon arrival in thester --90%, Chest
¥D 460 was all thet was lacking, - ’
(2)  Tine required defore adecuats eéquipment on hand to o}erate satis-
factorily--ready immediately, . ) ’
(3) Time required before over 90% was reached—-noze,
(4) ™me required before 100% completenass was reached--two weeks,
. . (5) Maintsinance reculrements have beea very satisfactory, with the
exceptlons of azbulance replacement parts,’ ewecially srings. Yormal expendable
and rapiily conecned item replacements have been very satisfaztory.
) (6) Changes in medical ecuisment established by higher anthority are
as follows! On !} July 1942, the original T/0 & E was revised. ‘hen the unit changed
‘?rom "Light 3ombardment Oroup” to "Fighter Bomder Oroup” on 11 Sept 1943, the T &
E changed to Eq., T/0 & E, 1-12, dated 1 July 1942, Squadrons T/0 & E, 1-27, dated
1 July 1942, per %O . Letter AG 322 (8~-6-43) 0B-1-ATHPG-M, dated 23 Angust 1943, On
31 March 19‘:3 tho T/O & © was revised.. It was again revised on 29 Dec 1943, Effects
of this were. to tske gvailable a wide range of ecuipment from vhich those itemsg counld
be selected that flt the varying needs of individnal organizations, TYor inetance,
the X-Ray equipment authorized would be unnecessary for organizations nfar borpital
facilities, but -ould de a much needed nart of the equipment for ar 1eolated unit,

It has been mgzested that a closed trailer with built in compart- "
ments for medical suplies snd equipment would be of diatinct advantage to mich
mobile units s are those of the olr corps. These could be used as mobile unit
dispengaries| aid the necessity for fremant packing and unpaciking of ecqulpment with
the attendant\ breakage would de minimised, ’ :

e. t required of .a tactical unit.

.-
2.

8. Speclal: Unde‘r this houding, the most impoMtant -advances have bdeen made in
the f1ald of rdcreation. : L - ' ¢
Since moving to Grosseto, 1taly, a building has been secured for
a group enligted mens club in wich dances are held and A bar maintained.” The group
orchestra plays for the dances, and when it's serveces are not available, a local

orchestra is hired for tha occasion. Considerable miccess has attended this venture, -

_In atdition, a2 group officers clud has been estadlisted with

* vriting tsgbles, bar, plano; and card tables furnished. This, too, has been much |

. appreciated by the officer permnnel of the command,

o ——

JESSE X SAN . ..
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cEm s #3. B6th Pighter Group AAY
ocutline History - oct 37

YRADQUARTERS 8GTH FIFHTER GROUP AAT

4 . APO 650 .

AG 3147 ' ‘/-‘ 31 october 19Uk

STRJECT: Histarical pacords.

S

0 s Commanding fenaral, YXII Tsctical air c_c>:9md, APQ 656 .-

1 1. (uitline Histoary of Weadquarters 86th Fighter ".roup AAF ror the
period 1 october 1744 to 31 Octoher 19,

+ Present designationg neadqmters 86th Pighter roup, XXII
Tantical Air Zocmand.

P

b. Changes in organizationg
(1) changes in designation, assignment, or attachment;
(a) 19 october 19k, Changed from tleadquarters 84th righter
nroup, XIL Fighter command to j#eadquarters 85uh righter Group, XXII “rectical
Alr comands GO 75, XXII TAC» Section 1, Fare 1.
(%) Changes in assignzent; Nome. : : .
. ' ¢c) Changes in attachment; wonc.
(2) subordmat.e inits; - Heno. . . -
(3) Chenges of Comanding Officers; None. .
(4) rhanges of Staf? Cfficers; Lte Cols James K. Thoms, 0-9179508,
™ t 0o rotation %o 7. S. A.
rapt. feorge Yo Parber, Apdjutant, 525th Sq- :usigmd t.o > oup Hcadqm*ﬂ h8
Sroup Statistical officer and assistant group Adja
rapt. Jomaph Rutten, Sroup Statistical nfficer, t fered to 7th Repl. .)apot.
. capt. Frederic He Henroid, 0~917301, assistant sroup Intelligencc Officer,
assigned{to 87th Fighter winge
Capt. David . Thomas, 0-434919, Group Armament Officer, transfered to XXTI TACe
*2nd Lte charles C. Chinzi, 0-58543L, 526th Sqe Supply Officer, transfered to
N Sroup, assigned to duty as Zrour jrmament Officer.
1 o 2nd lt. Howard C. Wolf, 0-1059108 assigned to Group Headquarters, as uais -ant

s i h s O

Trodp Intelligence Officer. ‘ 7 _
¥/0 mlter Schultz, assistant nrouwp S officer, transfered to xIT TM‘.
4 #ajar neorgc T. lee, Deputy 5p 9. promoted to Lt. Cols T
{5) changes in 7/0: None. X

Ce Strength, cormmissioned and enlisted: .
(1) wonth of nctater 19k . . -
{a) At begining; 26 officers, 2 warrant officers and &3
enlisted men assigned. 4]
{b) Net Increase; Mome. >
(c) Net Decrease; 1 officer, 1 warrant officer and 7 onlisto«bn. ¢
{3) Av end: 25 officers, 1 warrant officer and 56 anliate&nn. ~
1}
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de Stationgg
(1) fnrosseto sirfi=ld Ttaly.
. {a) Date of arrival: 17 Septemher 19LL.
(b) pate of peparture; advance eebelon, 23 October l?uh
(c) Pregent station; Pisa Air Rase, Pisa Italy.

&, Voents; .
{1) ~crom Jrosseto pirfield, Italy, to pPisa pirbase, Piza Ttaly.

{1) purpose: Change nf station.
{%) rates; 23 Octobor for advance party;
- ' 6 vowember for R party.
(c}v “ovement was made by motor convoy and air t ansnart.

f. Campaipns.
(1) vame: Ttaly.
=(2) maration: 18 august 1943 tn date - campalgn still in progress. -

g+ Cperations;

(1) campalgn; Ttaly.

(2) wature of operations; irmed recces, raad blockz, rail cutting,
trocp concentration areats, supply lines, airdromes, cosmunication lines and close
support to nur troops. These missions were chiefly executed in tne Po Valley.

(3} rumber of missions and sortiss far peroid 1 October 17ul -.
to 31 cctober I9GLy 232 uissions and 1107, Soriies for entire Group. :

. (4) Reenlts of tne nost important rissioma; .See Squadron
histories following. v -

e

he Commanding ~fficer in important nissions: Commanding officer
flew seven’'missiona; none of tie miszsions very spe-tacular.

f. Losses in action; ‘‘one

_ Je Tormer and preaent memers wno nave Hiﬂtinbulsmd toemselves o
in action; “one

2. Inclosed is war riary, Headjuarters 36th Tighter nroup AA7, far
tne period 1 petober 1%k to 31 Dctober 19uli.

@nt the Noomnding nfficer:

\ | e
, a7y Apaa e
PA'N, E. VERSYPUT,
VMajar, Alir carps,
Group S-2

Inr‘l;
2 copies - war Diary
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» AR DIARY OF THE 86TH FINHTER GROUP AAF '
- Group He@qmrt.ers - '
*  Grosseto Airfield, rtaly

petober 190

1 'r'o'hy Legina the last quarter of the year, and if 1%L is to be 7- Year in
. . Zurope, as owr big generals have proaised, the Allles have just three more
=months for the Jjnbe
vvenine movie, shown in one of tne big stone sheds in-the ‘)' area, was
——-LADIES OF AASIUITON. _ -
2 serious disturbance repcrted at closing time in the new Pw Clud, resulting,
among otncr complications, in the hospitalization of a local ¥P. Developesmnts
are awslted with ill-concealed interest. .
wotice was given that all passes, even for days off, pust be rnhacked by the
sergeant major and signed by the group adjutant at S-l. .
--.52%2_Bag3dale, group Sgt ¥ador, from duty to hosoital, . - -
3 The news nas spread that PRS has moved into town and is how requiring all
vehicles to show a trip ticket,
Col. Pates zays that we'll not have to have trip tickets betwesn the areas
and the line, but 1t may take some time o "educato® tom Iochl Mpis. -
fter supper the enlistedmen had their peroidic .zex morality lscture; both
-_-Hajo: Sbaw...ipe_sSroup. Sixgcon, aod_Chaplaln. na:mr :pon._--_---.____..----.--_
L Pay day for Scptember held tnie aftarnoon.
: vi-rations [istributed tonight, with twelvc bottles of bear per man still the rule.
The eveningi cinema turned out to be ont of tne better new Hollyrood offerings,
. _OLD 4C30AIMTANCE, an_acting duel between Rette Navis and iriam Hopkins.

L - ——— - ——— —— e i et

§ =tand-down <alled in mid-morning far the group, duc to bad weather. . .
. . vew hours Tat the bar at the o club are from 1500 hours to 2200 hourae, :
The C7 At 3roup Hy. now takes the uwy. men in tho personnel carrier tn t.nc club
at 1930 nours and picks them up at 2230 hours. C -
After sumper the men remaining in quarters were treated 4o ice cre:m and cream
puffs sent >ver from tne Officers nlub. .
--—23R%y Henrolg, retyrped from Florence. . e
5 tgt3. mrown, “rowning and Sovina, left on a five day pass for nom. e beleive
that tonse uen broke the ice at ‘. for geting five day passes.
In the afternsen nigh 70 mile winds were the harbingers of torrential rains.
~encral fannon, cg XTI A7, vimsited en route to Siena.

10 Iwenmg movie was QIPTNG FIGH, shown in a-new rain proof building in tne *ﬂ-_
___y factory complexs i L3¢ 3
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FAR DIARY OP THE U6TH FIGHTER QROIP AAP (Continued)
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T alan

: "~ group headquarters -

rosseto ,A_ir fleld, Traly

. - pctober 1%Lh .
/. ' . 11 rirst micsion to takeoff tnis morning was ¥o. 2,000 far tnc Sroups .

wission 1,000 was flown on 1@ech 28, sir. and a half months ogoe This interval
compares with nearly ten months required for owr first tnousand missions.

12 our second ('olumbus Day overseas.
Qe -5 have been invited to use the neighboring S525th Sqe shower. This will
save & rip to the club in town.
The first semiannual election of officers was held tonight at the Growp )
nlisted Nen's nlub. gbout 127 members were present for the vosing and
discussion of elub policy(out of a membership of 40V, T/Sgt Lowls LiCello °
of Group Ordnance was unanimously and without opposition re-elected President,
while TMm=-5’T3 were required for the osther tws offices. Sg% Yoump of 525th SGe
and Sgt. Howard of 527th Sq. were chosan Vice President and Secretary-
- Treasurer, respactively.
] Lte 7ine of Group Special Service was retained as cjnb sponsor.
The policy of btarring guests on dance nights only, was also continued.
annovncexent was made of: the opening of ping pong room and a writing room.
Vonthly membership neelings are planred, while some shows and even steak dinners
! are on the future agendin, .
| -yajor Vereeput, left on a two day visit to Florence.
Besular thysirel inspoction_held after supper at the group diszcpsarys __

13 Capt. Henroid, frar duty to rest camp.
— - IoovDizatisn "Cerevonies? wostly_ Syphua boozter shots,_ %ook rlace $oda¥s
At a meeting at 1900 howrs in ug. EM 2ess hall, three directors were chosen
to represent the 1. mexbers a: t.he Group M flub, to wit; Cerpe Srirmer,
e CorRa 1) a0d S/Sebs TSEI8€Qe o meee. -
15 _.mst after 1000 hours a gasoline fire broXe cut on the line, but was soon

pat out, cause unknown.
vajor_lese, Group Peputy Commander, today flew his _200th_sortdé.

T 7716 s/sghs Jualls, of this section from duty to rest camp.,
Enlistad men of Hye. today racelveq their new issue’ of OD clotning. The issue

| of clotning thess days is much diffrent froe what some of us had expereinced o

B vpon our first arrival into thd service.
- —__The croup received a cong-atulatory —r-sgg ﬁ'an Vv Army oa today's missions,
- ) 17 capt. Henrold, asst. Group Intelligence of'ficer, transfered to 87th Wing.

2nde Lte Wolf, asaigned to Grow Intelligence.

—--Capts_reach, and ong snlistedman, fronm on.x.ammg.a_z.isne_d---m}:&w Lers.
- Af_aa of thiz_date_tbls Group.is.iuder.tbe Zomoand of XXIT._Tactical alr Coagerds -







