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Major fieneral Jones and-hls staff visited and ins sted the group. - .
The group has flown its 1,500th mission and its 1.;:000&1 sortie sirce

6 July 1943, .

The officers and enlisted men ‘have been sending laundry out, and one of- -
the natives returned this svening demanding anywhere from $7 up for a =
barracks bag of laundry - for sxarple, 6¢ for a handkerchief and 60¢ -
for.coveralls. i paid her and also threw her out of our area. .. - .
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Capt. Louls and Lt. farber went to” the 87th Wing.
Took pictures of -ilots in civilian clothes. .-

. 25

The enlisted men have set up an all-screered dining room - a consider— Com
able improvement on the old one. - S oot
The group picked up 30 new pilots from the 17th ‘leplacemm.. N

Capte Gross, Oroup Special Service Officer, finished vorldngm the

group's citation and will do’liver same to TACe - - e .
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Col. Xofahl and Lt. Cole. Hullins addressed new pilots.
Graup Ordnance is having zun inspectione [ ...
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- blocks, damaged AR bridges and bulldinzs. One of the 526th Sq. pilote.

The group 1s back in the saddle again; today we flew 6 missicpe ahd 7T . .
sorties with our p-i7's. Destroyed 3 J1-52's, 3 ¥/V's, creatkd road .. ' -

* tailed out o‘le. the gsea, was rescued by ASR and x'ef,m'md to oulfit aau
day uninjured. He wants to resume fl7ing tomorrew. .

- ’ . 28
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Lt. Col. Nevitt visited, o . D i
Col. Batss flew with 526th as observcr. - T A e i

23

The 526th Sqe had another field day. They attacked an enemy ur:!rcl.
in the ¥ilan area, destroying-23 and damaging 10 enemy two-8ngine and
single-engine aircraft. This is the type of missions that bullds wp
the group morale. The pilots who participated in the mission wers...:

“anxiocus to refuel their aircraft and go over the same targete®

coffee.
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AR DIARY 0% THZ 86TH FIGHTER c'zonr A" (Continued) -
- Group He&dq.xarters -
poretta Alrfield, Corsica )
'Julx 150k B S

Last two days of momthy’ 30 3

30 The roup recelved a commendation from Cote Darcy on yesterdayts

misaiona.

A B-26 crashed on our f{eld this afbernoon. The aircraft ll a total
wreck, but the crew cams out all sa’e. The resultant damage to the
runway forced the group to call off its 2ast two missions,

The group is stood down for aeveral days vn.ile .engineers lay nat.t.ing
on the field.

A1l who are able to take off during the group stand-down have been
traveling through the towns of Corsica. Th2~most scenic drive on the
island is around Cape Corse and along the northwest toaste Some have
taken the beautifal trans-island higlway through the mountains to
AJacclo, the capital, for a lc.ok, anong other t.hinga, at Wapoleonts

" birthplace, -
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s e "HEADQUARTERS EIGHTY-SEVENTH FIGHTER WING
e e : OFFICE OF THE WING COVHANDER
) o (APO # 65C -

17 JULY 1944

SUBJSECT: . COMMENDAT!ONS.
10 : C.0.,85TH FIGHTER GROUP.. -
“4.° 1T 1S WITH PLEASURE THAT | TRANSVITT TO ALL XII TAC UNITS

BASED IN CORSICA, THE FOLLOVING MESSAGES TO WHICH THE COMMANDI NG
GENERAL, X11 TAC ADDS HIS YFELL DONE®:-w

" A.. F PREME_ALLJED COMUANDER, WESTERN EUROPE TO AJR
C-IN-C MED|TERRANEAN: ;

"RECENT OPERATIONS OF YDURS HAVE TEEN OF INESTIMABLE VALUE

TO US HERE PD MY CONGRATULATIONS AND GRATEF''L  APPRECIATIONS

TO YOU AND ALL SERVING UNDER YCU PD GO™D LUCK AND EEST w7
Wi SHES®

» €

B. FROM_COMMANDING GENERAL, NlA.T.A.F., ALL UNITS:

ON ONE T¥N JuLY YOU VERE ORDERED TO COMMENCE ~PERATION
MALLORY MAJOR PD IN JUST -OVIR SEVEN TvO HOURS YOUR WINGS
HAVE DAVAGED OR DESTROYED NJ LESS THAN TwWENTY TrO BRIDGES

OVER THE PO RIVER PD I REGARD THIS FEAT AS BEING OUTSTAND -

ING IN THE HISTORY OF AIR VAR FARE PD ™ILL ¥OU KINDLY

-ACCEPT- AND .GBNVEY TO YOUR STAFFS CMA AR CREWS AND-GROUND
PERSONNEL MY SINCERE APPRECIATION AND ADMIRATION OF THEIR
SKILL CMA EFFICIENCY AND ENTHUSIASM PD YOUR EFFORTS ™ILL

- HAVE FAR REACHIKG EFFECTS ou THE PROGRESS Or TH{S CAMPAIGN
IN THIS THEATER® ~

~ /S/ THOMAS C. DARCY, 7~
' THOAS €. DARCY,
COLONEL, AIR CORPS,
COMIANDING.
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_time is the record of the 86tn Fighter-Bomber

. . . B ’ + - K
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THR FOLLOWING IS AN EXTRACT FRON prr 1SSUED BY AA¥ FUBLIC RELATIONS 01'71(:3
vesn ‘ " vea’ E . - _ s=®

863h FIGHTER BUMAER GROUP FLIES yh 0oc SORTIES °

S T . S T .. '
Fifteen hundred combdat missions and 14,000 sorties in Just over a_yemr's
ér,oup of which Colonel Harola X,
Aefanl, of Tellows, California, 1s commanding officer,

kov engaged in cutting rail lines, destroying dridges and generally dle~
rupting the Oerman supply and communications_system, the group, working in close
sunport of Allied ground forces in northern Italy, has estadlished an enviable
record, ) . .
Flving its first nission on 6 July 1943, cut of borba, Tunisia, they vers
the .first to go into combat with 4-36 Invaders and it was largely dus to thefr -

- early efforts that the Yull tactical use of the plane was realized, Jirstuned -~

in the softening wp of Sicily before the invasion, they later supported the
Seventh ariy during the Sicilian campaign. Six days after the Salerno landing.
the group was operating from a beachhead airdrome under fire and clesely followe
up the fall of Sgples by establishing a base near thers, ,

In the now fanous "Uperation Stranzle® in Italy from 11 May to 7 June,
the group flew 'from 50 to 90 eorties daily directed at rail and road comunica~
tions, and were particularly successful operating against German troop and supply

. concen$rations during the enemy withdriwal northward, Trucks, buges_and other

Beans ol trandport e Uermans were using to evacuate, suffered greatly under

_the flire of the group as well as 412 large numbers of horses being used to draw.

artillery pieces, )
Vhen Bope fell, the grouwp uqunﬁ only six drys to move forward and

* begin operations from a new dase. On another oceasion since, the group flight

.
H

echelon arrived at a new base in the morning and that afternoon the firat nisslon

_had been comnleted from that dase, ~

- During 1ts 1,500 missions, 5,000 tons of bomds have been drnpped and
3,00C,CCO rounds of 50<callder ammunition fired, ] ’

- 4 total of 2,572 enemy vehicles was destroyed and an additional 2,105
dimnaged, Y, T1Y -danaged and 46 locomotives were commletely knocked out anZ 35
dsoageds . P A

ey RS -
.l

ghipping' wag not neglecte‘zf, as two t.run'ports.. three freighters, two -
desirpyexrs and one light crulser were pmbably sunk and another ten craft of

1

various types damaged, N -

Although vrimarily used ar fighter-bombers, the grouy x;cvertheleg-.—
aceounted for 23 enemy aircraft shot down and 23 danaged, |

.- . : . . -
Lieutenant Colonel James X, Thomas, of 11 Morwnod Road, Charleston; West.

Virginia, attorney general of the state, on leave from his duties for the dura-

tion, is executlve pfficer for the growp, - :

. -
.

-9 L ' T T .
¢ najor dicholas I, Basun, Ir., of 5915 Fleld Avemue, Dotrolt, Michigan, . - - |
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_a squadron bammande.. with more than 80 pissinns, holds the Distingu.‘ahﬂ Fj,Ang &
Crces, the Uroiz ds Guerce and the Alr Medal with Clusters, as dea Faicr Craban =
Weigle, of bensington, haryland ann thes squadron comander with pore than 90 2
nlnionl. . . [
"uJor Bobe"t J M rsch, ’-l Elgu Street thtfno. Yew York, group crpera- i
ticrns officer, is the only original pilot .uu with the jrouwp. - Co
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The following 1: a sharp and plercing analysis by Var Correspondent John Lam. :
Y ner, written for the Mew York Herala-T rihru.xu. on the entertainnent of trocps-in :
the Italinn Theater. . H
.o i
§

"meeuional enter_uinerl — gmd ones, too — have eow to Italy. to per-
forn for americen’ ,Sroope-at the ‘fromt lines and bases aere, but there are flaws
in the talent nmmy syaten o almost certainly o-ig’na® i..g at hnome — vhich have
led ta va.rloun degrees .0f fiasco in the cases of Ceorge Za”t, Xay Francis, Eddle
Foy, Adolp.he henjou and several other purfomerl. post of then highly cometent

. und.:r the proper condi.t.iono.

“ostly. entertsinment difficulties here can de traced to niscasting »t homé
niscasting physically as well am in terms of naterial, Iddie Ioy, for instence,
~— tme of the deans of Anerican vaudeville, 1s violently allergic to airplane travel.
' 1t 14 nearly impossible to meet bookings in this area except by plane, Yoy nissed .
a nusber of shovs, Trocpl nusurd eretood- the situatinn, which was created in the
first place by a nisunderstanding of conditinns by pthe talent exporters in Agerica,

. Xny Francis, moat noted for stately drama agalnst lavish Hollywood dackdrops,
.¥Was sent here as a comedian with a string of quick gags she had to penorize on the
plane oning over. She 414 not exactly roll them in the aisles, Adnlphe Menjou,
on. 0f the shrewdest and post resourceful of dramatic perfermers, was seht as a
monologist, fig act vas pon-ly recelved by the troops and had to be saved by the
overnight enlistment of 5‘1-. Yony “mn. A local Rea Cross vorker who can linc. v

As against this, Bob Hope, one 6f the smoothest and most gifted solo perton'
ers in ths vorld, was equipped with lavish props and auxiliaries, including ¥
cen Langford ana T nck Fepper, practically a show in thenselves, kenjou conld
have used them, Hope 414 not need them. .

) Veorge “aft played three ot fifteen lcheMed. q-vpearancel Yecause of & cold T
4be army ended Yp by cahcelling his engagement and substituting Harry Barrif, a .
planist and singer who once was Bing Crosty's partner in the Ehythn Boys, About

* the work and willingness of Barris and of June Clyde and boulse 4Albritton, who
‘were orginally booked to appear with Raft and were told by Haft not to appear wr
leu he d.id. the local Amy people and soldiers are enthusinstic,. o

co].. "wer who heads Special Service in Italy, says that steady, campetent,
perforners "‘é’speeiany vaudevillians, are more successful and cooperative genar- R R
ally than stars, "Things are tough here,” says the colonel, "Under those bt3ll~ it
.room dresses those girls vesr long G undervear,. They have:to, Me need resl trouw-
. _ pers here, and vhen ve ge}: then. the boyl appreciato their stuff more than. Ay
N . ! .. other kind of entortaiment. .

- g . - -

.




{v"smztsu\'mssm e e T e 2

R ‘ - . - . . - , .- qukms P— - N . » ] . . ‘.‘- ), .

. A(}' e ‘ ¢ BoH smvics tovr - ( e Ty e \
— : } . _ ' » ' 15 July 1944 ' '
E — . MOV ) :
- L. ) ,

: - . DTILIGRCE 4D FUBLIC LELATIONS .

. " 7 - Fistorieal Proftam I nc - E

1. In ".npli"ncmth I35 Veno 125—2 and XX Bacbor Com~nd :lorw 4L5-1, . . s
. . onch sou~dron will ~ypoint a idstoriczl offic‘.r, wha will, in addition to his .

g . T othar dutiss, propare and f-rw-rd : mthly, = historieal roport on tho activi-

’ . ties ~f his unit. Tho histury wrill bo f:hnrdod t~> this Headouartors in t:uin-
4 ] tuplicate not latur th-n 1700 -n the 2nd dv of oach month, .

-2 . - ’ 2. :n:»ng tho subjeets privicing artarinl £or unit hist-orics ~re chngos
. in living copditi-ns -nd mrﬂ.le, ch-nges in key perscnncl; movaaond of A sub-
. R _  gtontiad part .f the unit, acturl functicning of the unit, its officicney in
.~ : _ace:aplishnont of its niasi 'n, prcblons facod ~nd the mt.h ds used to sclve
o then “nd indivicunl exploit sr ~chicvenent. ; d

- 3. Statumorts in histcorios will ba supported whorever p.,saiblo by d.cu- - I .
nontary oxhibits such as srders, charts -nd ph-zt..gr".pha. - -

4e It 18 rocrmwoncdod th-ot Eist-ri2»l Officcrs n.-int.-.in n Adnry of mnts
within their unit' s3> as t» facilitate tha proopt preparation ~f a full report.

5. ‘u.psrts will be cuncerned with fact rother thon litur<ry style. How
ever thoy will bo crgxriscd in such fashim as to runder them ruendsblo and un-
derstandnble, The foli . -ing is quotic fron XX Basbur Cxxond [exo 45-1:

"Histerics will bo writtcn in norrative style =nd will n:t consist
of r nera choeking of thd sub-hcading. m s form.  The recording of
thc rctivities >f the units :f this cxrxr-snd will e-ver ~11 notouwerthy
occur~ncos -f histuricnl intcrest snd will eomstitute a properly sub=
. stontisl story of fact, quito apwrt fron *ny wtline =f tpicil guide, -

Hmcver = high dogros >f srgonizatisn is ncecssry to nrusent the facts '

N

s gy

in a clear -nd uwnificd nenner., Comnmiin scnse ~nd the scnac ~f whot is
historie~lly irport-nt ars tho c~rcins]l frcts.®

6. Roports will ususlly be cl-ssificd 5ECTTT, depending upen tho n-ture .
N of the n:'.t.rinl they contain, They will bo forwarled with lottcr -f Trons- o
- rdtted ~2drossed t- C:r—'mdin[ Gcn-..ral, sty Mr Foreus, '"shincten, 25. D.C. — |

(Through Ch':nncla). B o .
‘By order of I.:icu;.cn*nt. (_!':i:nc.l STCit7Y: |
I Spe
_— ' ~ILLT E. LOTIE, Sn., | -
’ Copt~in, iir C.rps,. B

d 3 . . ‘ o 2jutrt. ) .,
s CFFICIL: . S S

AT

A wm,m. =, Bor:x. n.,
) - Coptain, .dr C:rps,
P T ‘.djut.*.nt. :
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. ) | CONFIDENTIAL P B6th Pighter Group Mr
Outline History -Auge 19LL
HEADQUARTERS S6TH FIGHTER GROUP AAF .
APO 650 . . a/PEV/Iwq
AG 317 31 Auguat 15k

SUBJECT: Mistorical Records. ' -
ms s  Coumanding Oeneral, XTI Tactical Air Command, APO 37h.

1. outline Ristory of Beadquarters 86th Pighter Oroup AAP for the
period 1 August 1944 to 31 Avgust 195Gk, .

as Present designation; Headquarters 86th Pyghter Group,
XII Tactical Alr Command, .
. be Changes in orgamisationg
(1) Changes in designation, assigrment, or attachments
nm. . - e
(2) Subordinate units; Jone.
(3) Changes of commanding officerss 2 August Col. Earl
E. Dates, Jr., 0=21625, assumed command of the 86th righter Group AAP,
vice Col. Harold E. Kofahl, 0-3616%;, relieved.
(L). Changes of staff officers; None.
(5; Changes in 7/0s+ None.

ce Strength, commissioned and enlisted;
(1) Month of Auvgust 1L, :
(a) At beginmings 25 officers, 2 warrant officers,
62 enlisted men, and 3 civilians assigned, :
(b) wNet increases 1 officer, 1l enlisted man. .
(c) Xet decrease; None, -
(d) At end; 26 officers, 2 warrant officers,
63 enlisted men, and ) civilians assigned.
d. Stationsg :
(1) Poretta Airfield, Casmmozsa, Coarsica.
- (a) Date of arrival; 12 July 15hk.
' . .(b) Date of departure; Jpresent station.

A

- . ' oe¢ Movements; Nome.




CONPIDENTIAL '
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fo ‘Campaigns; -

. (1) Name ¢ It&ly.

(2) Duration: From 12 Septewber 19i3 (arrival of owr
- advance echelon in Italy) - campaign still in progress.
(3) Name; Southern Prance. -
(h; Durations Prom 6 August to 28 August 1Ll the Growp
ran misslons over Southern France. These were owr.first targets in
thirteen months of operatlons that were outside talian territary (Sicily
and Ita.ly). ~

g« Operations;
(1) Campaigns; Italy and Southern FMrance.
(2) Nature of operations; Main efforts were directed
N : against enemy transportation and road and rail networks in Northern Italy

and Southern France, with several escort missions into Southern France
and bombing missions against coastal defenses in support of the Allfed
invasion. —_

(3) Number of missions and sorties for period 1 August
19uL to 31 August 19Ul 195 missions and 1,435 sorties for entire group.

(4) Results of the most imoortant missions; See squadron
M stories followinge

he Commanding officer in important misaions; 9 missions flowm
by Commanding Officer during the month. ©n 28 August Col. Bates was Lo
flignt leadsr on a 2~hour mission that put out two bridges on the Turin-
Susa highway in spite of light and heavy flak near the—targéte. On 24 N 4
August Col. Bates led owr eacort on a bomber mission that destroyed a
vital bridge at Lunel, France.

i. Llosses in actions None.

. Je Former and present members who have distinguished tiwmselves
in actions liome. :

2. Inclosed is Wer Diary, Headquarters 86tn Fighter Group AAF, for
the period 1 August 19%LL to 31 August 19Lk4.

For the Commanding Officer;

. P EP, »
) Captain, Air Corps, oo
—_ - Group S-2. - SO

Inclg ‘ -1
3 copies - war Diary
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. ‘BESTRISIED | — -
JJ/ . .. HIADQUARTERS TWELFTH AIR FORCE :
‘ S - As'Pe 0o 650 )
SINERAL CRDERS ) - : .27 et 1944,

TER 14 ) : CIT/TICN OF UNIT

Undcr tio provisions of Circuler 333, Wer Doprrtment, 1943, r~nd Circuler

- £9, Worth Africen Theatcr of Opcrations,” 10 July 1944, tho €6th Fighter Grovp

ie citod for oupstanding nerformrnce of duty in rrnéd conflict with tho cnenye

The 86th Fishter Group 1g citéd for outstamding pcrf:rmmcc of duty in
tction a-ringt tho anory in tho Medi* ronomn Thentor of Operasions on 25 Yoy
1931, .ifter tho Alliod arrmics hed bro-cn the onomy's scver—month stond before
Crssino, Itely, mnd were threatoning his flank fronm the Anzio Bornchhend, po%er—
ful Gerrme forcog atterptod to rceform on e lino betvoen Frrse~ti nrnd Tivoli,
whore they nroposcd to stop tho Allicd advrncc short of Rome. To disrunt this
stronto~ic nmcuvor, tho 86th Flshtour Croup vrs ordcred, on 25 May 1944, to
nrintain continuous rrmed reconnecissnnco of cll rords lerding fronm tho front
to tho projceted dofengo linc. Althoush tho majority of their fifty A-3G1g
nnd P~0's hnd Been flown over 400 comb~t hours on morc thmn 200 comunt nissions
and hnd boen suvjocted, in rlnost o yerr's service, to the dust and hert of
Horth Africe rs -©ll as ts tic terrific strain of vertioal diving, thc zround
nersonnel, taroush indefati~cble and resourceful cffort, had every plore pro-
“rred for on all-out affort by dcylisht,. Tring off rt 0650 hours on 25 lry,

the firgt fli.1t beren o grucllinz bnttle with enomy trongnort, divias thrau-n ™

‘rtango recursto anti-alrcreft firo to bocd traffic, offcet ror~d dlocks rnd
virte econfuglion, ropontedly roturnin~ et minimum -ltitude to strofo the ntrecs
{ cneuy roconnpiescnce crrs, peorsonncl crrricrs, truchs, tmiks, and horso-
romm eortillory movinz to tho recre Thea the final four-ghin fli-ht lended th-t
ni-ht ~t 2020 hours, tho Sroun hed, in 12 cissions ond 86 portias, dcstrayed
217 rnd den--ed 2356 onory veniclos, inflictold rn unknom nurder of cogurltics

on hostile ncrgonnecl, cotablishod neny offcetive rord blocks, silonced scverel
Tun positions, rnd intordicted tho hishwm-g ints thc tome of Frosinone, Cori
~nd Cescrnes Theen crumnins dlows vero ast deliverced ~ithout cost, 0Of the
Group's fifty plrnep, hogtilo firc destroycd two ~nd he~vily Cronnsed six othckg,
onc of rhich had to bo snlvased, Onc nilot wrs roportod missing in nction,
This dmm—te—duals ~crinl hemcrins ty the 8€th Fishter 3roun, coordin-tes with
the terrific ncarults mrdo unon rdjosinin< rrcrs 0y other units of the Mi7iter—
renern Tocticel Adr Force, go crinnled the onoxpts tr-ngnor:t srsteon rnd Jio—
orzenig~d rnc docimrted his rra'zg thrt ho vwrs forced to rbondon hig projected
deferge of Rore #nd hagtily retrent northunrd te—csercne compl-to ronthil~tione
In thesc oporrtions, thc pilots®of t@  7Cth Fisatnr Sroum, throwh thelr o
traordinery 'u,roim, Acterninrtion ~nd mnrked proficicene; in comb~t howe ro-

.. filooten-hifrest creiit uson thcir orgrniz-otion rnd unon the lit-~ry Service of
tho Unitcd Stotone v :

-y
3 conn"nd of trdor Genernl CLOTION:

JON W HCIATAA,
: Coloncl, AC,
OFFICIAL: - Chicf of Stnff,

7 /(// JO((\

mL_.I..\ « DICK,
Coloncl, AGD,
Adjutrat Scnorcle

DISTRIDUTION:

uss
10 -~ 86th Fi-htor Group
1€ = Aunid tmd Decoretisn Soction ) .
3 = Til0, Decorrtions mnd Awards Br-nch, 'unitiens Buildinz;, Woghin~ton, IC
2'- ACAS, Intclli-zence, VUrshin-ton 25, D C. (attn: Listoric-~l Division)
1 - X.iT0OUS), P:rsonncl Divialon} AG Scction, Filcs, ec:ly Mssion
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