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“Whispering”	  Sid	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

Sid	  at	  the	  2011	  Mobile	  
reunion…role	  call	  late	  night	  
in	  the	  hospitality	  room.	  

	  
	  

	  
Sidney	  B.	  Howard	  

	  
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

AND SECRETARY of the 
86th FBG passed away in 
his home on November 

6th, 2011 in La Habre, CA 
 

“Sid” was the heart and 
soul of bringing the group 
together since June 1980, 
and worked tirelessly to 

build & maintain the 
roster. Sid campaigned to 

expand the Group’s 

membership to include 
multiple generations of 
the families of the 86th 

veterans. 
 

Upon entering the service, 
Sid found himself in the 

midst of action – or 
creating action- 

everywhere the 527th and 
the 86th of the USAAC 

moved, from Mississippi, 
to North Africa, Italy, 

Corsica, back to Italy and 
ultimately into Germany. 
In addition to his official 

duties as Crew Chief, 
keeping in sequence P-
40’s, A-36’s and P-47’s 

flying, Sid served as 
unofficial morale officer 

and “libations” requisition 
officer - roles which he 

carried forward 
throughout all his future 

endeavors, with great 
success. 

 
Following his honorable 

discharge, Sid had a very 
successful business career, 

serving in roles of ever 
increasing responsibility in 

personnel and human 
resources administration, 
culminating in his role as 

Corporate Director of 
Employee Benefits for 

Baker Oil Tools, a Texas 
based company. 

 
Sid will be missed dearly 
by the 86th, but NEVER 

forgotten.  His unwavering 
dedication and service has 
been inspirational to the 

86th and all of it’s 
members across multiple 

generations.    --->	  



	  
	  

	  
	  

                          

IT IS NOT TOO EARLY TO PLAN FOR INDIANAPOLIS 
THE CLARION CALLS!!! 

 
While Sid will only be with us in spirit during the upcoming Indianapolis reunion, his great 
hope has always been that the 86th reunions would continue without interruption as the 

membership moved to the next generations. The heroics of the WW2 veterans – ground 
crews and pilots alike, are both appreciated and remembered by all members of the 86th 

FBG, as verbal histories are related in great fellowship during the reunions.  Regardless of 
your age or generation, you know that the experience is truly one of great significance. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Here is the information youʼve been waiting for... 
Dates for our 2012 reunion in Indianapolis are Wednesday, September 12th (Early Birds) until 

Sunday, September 16th. Bill and Mary BOWMAN, son and daughter-in-law of James 
BOWMAN (525), have made all of the arrangements for us. 

  
Headquarters:  Clarion Hotel  2930 Waterfront Parkway West, Indianapolis, IN 46214 

New:  Restaurant onsite called Rickʼs Waterfront Cafe 
 

Room rate:  $65 plus 17% tax  ($76.05)  Rate includes deluxe continental breakfast and up 
to four people in a room.  Must make reservation 30 days before check-in. 

 
Reservations: Telephone (317) 299-8400.  Be sure to identify yourself as being with the 86th 

Fighter-Bomber Group to obtain the special room rate. 
 

!  Deadline for reservations is August 12th to get the special rate! 
! Deadline for cancellation of your room reservation is 72 hours prior to your expected day of 

arrival.  So why not make those reservations NOW? 
 

Activities Reservation Forms (ARFs) will be included with our next Newsletter after the 
activities and their cost have been determined. 

 
We have contacted the EEA Wardbirds Group – Indianapolis Squadron and are hopeful of 

arranging a viewing of Wardbirds like that which the Milwaukee Squadron put on for the 86th 
two years ago in Miilwaukee – no commitment at this point, but we are hopeful to include this 

event in our program during your time in Indianapolis.  All will be updated in the next 
newsletter.  Our “Official” Newsletter will return in June with all the regular reports and 

departments.  Please thank Martha Plowden, our Newsletter Publisher, for all her time, effort, 
and hard work putting the newsletter together. 
Hope to see you in Indianapolis!  Debbie Rose 

 
“A generation which ignores history has no past — and no future.” ― Robert A. Heinlein 


